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PREFACE. 


THE  Cafes  here  offered  to 
the  Public,  are  the  refult 
of  attentive  obfervation,  and  of  a 
long  and  pretty  extenfive  Experi- 
ence j  they  are  a  Collection  of 
Facts,  faithfully  related,  and  as 
fuch,  I  hope,  will  be  considered 
as  an  evidence  of  laudable  induf- 
try ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  prove 
ufeful,  by  the  addition  they  bring 
to  the  Stock  of  Medical  Truths : 
with  this  merit,  if  allowed  me,  I 
mail    reft    fatisfied,    and  fhall 

perfift. 


PREFACE. 

.pedift  with  diligence  and  care,  in 
compleating  the  Second  Volume  ; 
which  is  already  in  the  Prefs,  and 
in  great  forwardnefs. 

It  will  be  eafily  perceived,  that 
I  have  been  guided,  and  encou- 
raged in  my  attempt,  by  the 
information  I  derived  at  firft,' 
from  the  Lectures  of  the  late 
learned  Doctor  Colin  Mackenzie, 
and  afterwards,  from  my  corre- 
fpondence  with  that  truly  ingeni- 
ous Gentleman,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 31,  1775.  The  whole  of 
this  correfpondence  is  given  in  the 
prefent  Work, 
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CASE  I. 

E.  G.  A  poor  woman,  was  taken  in  la- 
bour of  her  fecond  child  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  of  the  nineteenth  of  may, 
1761  ;  at  feven  I  was  fent  for,  and  upon 
examination,  found  the  os  externum  and  conti- 
guous parts  much  tumified,  and  difordered  with 
the  lues  venerea,  which  fhe  owned  to  have  been 

B  afflicted 


[  •  ] 

afifli&ed  with  from  the  third  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy; and,  which  had  been  attended  with 
difcharges  of  fetid  matter,  pain,  dyfury,  and 
blotches  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  The  os 
tinea  was  very  high  up,  tenfe,  and  dilated  to 
about  the  breadth  of  a  filver  penny  ;  her  pulfe 
was  weak ;  at  times  fhe  ejefted  by  vomit  a 
quantity  of  porraceous  phlegm,  and  appeared 
to  labour  under  the  moft  dreadful  'appre- 
henfions,  having  been  informed  by  fome  offi- 
cious goffip,  that  women  who  were  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  the  foul  difeafe,  when  delivered, 
feldom  furvived  their  lying-in.  'Twas  difficult 
to  foothe  her  into  a  more  comfortable  opinion  of 
her  cafe:  however,  my  confolations  had  fome 
weight,  and  the  horrors  of  her  mind  were,  in  a 
great  meafure,  appeafed  —  the  pains  were  but 
trifling  all  through  the  day,  and  about  ten  at 
night  the  os  tinea  was  found  little  more  dilated 
than  in  the  morning.  I  exhibited  an  anodyne, 
and  left  her  till  fix  the  next  morning,  when  I  was 
told  that  the  pains  had  come  ftronger  and  farter* 

but 


[   3  1 

but  on  examination  T  could  find  no  difference  in 
the  Rate  of  the  05  tinea.    I  waited  with  her  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  when  repeating  the  opiate, 
I  again  left  her  till  one  the  next  morning,  and 
then  received  another  call ;  the  pains  now  recur- 
red much  fafter,  and  the  os  tinea  was  dilated  to 
the  breadth  of  a  crown  piece,  the  membranes 
protruded  in  a  kind  of  bag,  and  between  the 
pains  I  could  plainly  difcover  a  prefentation  of 
the  vertex  about  the  middle  of  the  pelvis  :  after 
waiting  till  near  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
and  the  pains  being  yet  pretty  ftrong,  I  began  to 
imagine   that  the   rigidity  of  the  membranes 
might,  probably,  in  fome  meafure,  retard  the 
delivery;    upon  which,    fthe   foft  parts  being 
fufEciently  dilated)  I  ventured  to  rupture  them 
with  my  fore  finger,  when  the  head  almoft  inftan- 
taneoufiy  defcended  into  the  lower  part  of  the 
pelvis,  fo  as  to  protrude  the  external  parts  in 
form  of  a  tumour,  and,  with  a  fmall  pain,  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  was  delivered:  the  child 
was  much  difcoloured,  appeared  to  have  been 
Jong  dead,  and  the  lower  jaw  and  left  leg  were 

P»  2  emaciated 
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emaciated  and  putrid.    After  waiting  near  an 
hour    for   the   expulfion  of  the    placenta  and 
gently  waving  the  funis  from  fide  to  fide,  it  on 
a  fudden  gave  way,  and  broke  off,  and  prefently 
after  an  haemorrhage  came  on ;  when  the  woman 
reclining  on  her  right  fide,  I  went  up  with  my 
left  hand,  gained  the  edge  of  the  cake,  and  with 
veiy  little  trouble  delivered  it  whole ;  no  extra- 
ordinary difcharge  enfued,  the  patient's  ftrength 
was  as  good  as  could  be  expected,  and  her  after 
pains  very  moderate.    I  ordered  her  a  diapho- 
retic mixture  with  Jyrupus  e  mcconio,  with  which 
fhe  refted  pretty  well,  perfpired  freely,  and  was 
the  next  day  in  every  refpecl  better  than  could 
have  been  imagined ;  but  early  in  the  following 
morning  was  feized  with  a  profufe  diarrhoea, 
which,    notwithfianding   my  utmoft  care  and 
attention  to  her  unhappy  fituation,  carried  her  off 
on  the  fifth  day  after  her  delivery. — I  took  an 
opportunity  of  relating  the  cafe  to  doctor  Mac- 
kenzie, who  was  of  opinion  that  the  lues  had 
affected  the  uterus,   and  was  the  caufe  of  her 
death. 

MAURI- 


[   5  ] 

mauriceau,  obf.  23,  p.  120.  mentions  the  cafe 
of  a  voung  woman,  who  in  the  feventh  month  of 
her  pregnancy  was  falivated  for  the  lues  venerea, 
and  who  fpit  near  three  quarts  a  day,  and  yet 
was  happily  delivered,  at  the  full  time,  of  a 
healthy  child. 

obs.  71,  p.  60.  he  avers  to  have  feen  a  cafe 
fimilar  to  the  former,  only  the  patient  was  but 
two  months  and  a  half  gone  with  child ;  the  ufe 
of  the  warm  bath  was  forbid,  and  the  woman,  at 
laft,  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

• 

obs.  loo.  p.  83.  he  recites  a  cafe  fimilar  to 
the  former,  with  a  remark,  "  that  in  all  cafes 
where  a  pregnant  woman  is  infe&ed  with  a  lues 
venerea,  it  is  fafeft  and  propereft  to  falivate  her 
in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  when  the 
evacuation  will  lefs  affecl:  the  fcetus. — Two  other 
cafes  are  alio  mentioned,  but  in  one  of  them 
the  patient  had  only  a  gonorrhcea,  which,  though 
not  cured,  did  not  affecl:  the  child:  and,  in  the 

other 
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©the*  cafe,  the  patient  was  only  fufpccled  of  ha- 
ving the  infection. 

dr.  smellie,  to  whom  the  world  is  much 
obliged  for  his  obfletric  improvements,  and  many 
ufeful  communications,  and  to  whofe  mechanical 
plan,  the  art  of  midwifery  will  ever  fland 
greatly  indebted,  in  his  firfl:  volume,  p.  1 65 .  treating 
of  the  gonorrhaa  and  lues  venerea,  gives  the  follow- 
ing inflructions :   "  if  the  diftemper  has  pro- 
ceeded to  an  inveterate  degree  of  the  fecond  in- 
fection, attended  with  cancerous  ulcerations  of 
the  pudenda,  buboes  in  the  groin,  ulcers  in  the 
nofc  and  throat,  fo  that  the  life  of  the  patient 
or  conftitution  of  the  parts  is  endangered,  mer- 
curials mult  be  given,  fo  as  to  raife  a  gentle  fali- 
vation ;  which  ought  to  be  immediately  reftrained. 
and  even  carried  off  by  mild  purgatives,  and 
renewed  occafionally,  according  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  woman,  until  the  virus  be  utterly  dif- 
charged  ;  here,  however,  a  great  deal  muft  de- 
pend on  the  judgment  and  difcretion  of  the  pre- 
fcriber,  who,  rather  than  propofe  any  thing  that 

might 
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might  occafion  abortion,  ought  to  try,  by  pal- 
liating medicines,  to  alleviate  and  keep  under 
the  fymptoms  till  after  delivery".  In  his  fecond 
vol.  no.  4.  cafe  the  firft,  he  treats  of  a  poor  wo- 
man who  had  the  lues,  "  who  was  delivered 
of  a  child,  which,  ac  firft,  had  no  appearance  of 
infection ;  but,  in  about  eight  days,  the  fcrolum 
and  penis  began  to  fwell,  inflame,  and  break  out 
in  little  ulcers;  the  whole  body  was  foon  co- 
vered with  venereal  blotches,  and  it  was  attacked 
by  a  cough,  which  deftroyed  it  in  three  weeks 
after  it  was  born.  —  The  mother  had  ulcers  in 
her  throat,  which  grew  worfe  and  worfe :  in 
about  a  fortnight  after  her  delivery  her  lungs 
were  affecled,  a  confumption  enfued,  and  death 
was  the  confequence".  —  Immediately  after  the 
cafe  are  fome  obfervations,  which  tend  to  (hew, 
that  falivation  is  much  fafer  in  the  firfl  fix  or 
feven  months  of  pregnancy,  than  afterwards. 

dr.  Robert  wallace  johnson,  in  his  fyftem 
of  midwifery,  p.  138,  fpeaks  in  a  judicious 
and  clear  manner  of  the  lues  venerea  in  pregnant 
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women,  recites,  wuh  accuracy,  the  diagnoflics 
and  prognoflics  attending  them  under  that  com- 
plaint, and  points  out  the  neceffary  regimen  and 
cure,  p.  1 3 S.  He  further  adds,  that  when  little 
or  nothing  has  been  done  towards  a  cure,  the 
child  is  often  dead  before  its  birth ;  but,  if  born 
alive,  it  feldom  furvives  the  month. 

lamotte,  obf.  388.  mentions  the  cafe  of  a 
lady,  who  not  knowing  her  diforder  to  be  any 
other  than  the  jlaor  albus,  he  cured  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea fimplcx. 

obs.  389.  &:  390.  the  fame  author  al/o  gives 
us  two  other  cafes,  in  both  which  the  women 
had  the  lues,  but  their  hu (bands  remained  undif- 
cafed;  from  which  he  infers,  that  there  muft  be 
a  particular  difpofition  before  a  perfon  can  con- 
tract the  difeafe  in  an  impure  coitus.  See  the 
fame  author,  p.  502.  and  cases  xi.  arid  xxix. 
of  this  publication. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

M.  C.   Aged  thirty-one,  in  july,  1761, 
was' taken  with  pains  refembling  thofe  of  labour, 
upon  which  a  midwife  was  fent  for,  who  haftily 
pronounced  that  {he  had  gone  her  time,  and  was 
in  labour;  but  after  waiting  many  hours,  and 
no  figns  of  delivery  appearing,  her  friends  grew 
uneafy,  and  folicited  my  afliftance.    Upon  exa- 
mination, the  os  tinea  was  found  clofe  fhut, 
no  mucus  defcended,   and  by  paying  proper 
attention  to  her  pains,  I  obferved  they  were 
chiefly  confined   to    the    abdomen,  and  did 
not  recur  at  ftated  periods ;  on  which  account  I 
declared  them  to  be  fpurious,   and   that  the 
labour  was  not  begun.    The  pulfe  being  full 
and  hard,  eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
away,  and  as  fhe  had  not  been  at  ftool  for  three 
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days,  an  emollient,  clyfter  was  prepared  and  in- 
jected, from  which  {he  received  great  relief ;  but 
as  her  uneafinefs  was  not  entirely  removed,  I 
fent  an  opiate  to  take  at  bed'  time,  and  heard 
no  more  of  h&r  for  a  fortnight ;  flic  was  then 
attacked  with  fimilar  complaints,  and  relieved 
by  the  fame  means  as  before.    Near  a  month 
afterwards,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I 
was  again  called  to  her;  but  now  her  pains  were 
genuine,  fmall,  but  regular,  the  mucus  descen- 
ded, and  the  os  tinea  was  beginning  to  dilate, 
but  felt  hard  and  rigid  to  the  touch  ;  the  pulfe 
was  much  depreffed,  and  the  patient  greatly  de- 
jecled.    I  ordered  her  fome  wine  caudle,  with  a 
few  drops  of  elixir  paregoricum,  and  flaid 
with  her  till  nine  in  the  evening,  when  finding 
her  free  from  pain,  and  afleep,  I  left  her :  at 
fix  in  the  morning  I  received  a  meffage  to  attend 
her,  and  was  told  that  her  pains  had  been  very 
flrong  and  regular  for  three  hours  together,  and 
that  the  waters  had  newly  broke,  which  I  found  to 
be  the  cafe;  and  likewife,  that  the  os  tinea  was 
much  dilated,  and  in  time  of  pain,  the  vertex 
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pufhed  down  into  the  pelvis,  but  receded  as 
it  went  off.  I  gave  the  patient  every  encourage- 
ment in  mv  power,  having  reafon  to  believe  the 
event  would  be  fpeedy  and  favorable,  but  herein 
I  w  as  difappointed ;  for,  although  the  pains  flill 
continued  powerful,  yet  they  were  ineffectual  for 
many  hours,  which  furprized  me  the  more,  as  the 
uterus  had  receded  from  the  head  of  the  child, 
which  was  not  large.  The  woman  had  been 
ufed  to  good  labours,  and  the  pelvis,  was  appa- 
rently well  formed.  About  an  hour  before  the 
child  was  delivered,  the  attendants  were  rather 
anxious  and  urgent  for  the  delivery,  but  were 
fatisfied  with  my  alfurances  of  there  being  no  dan- 
ger, and,  that  as  the  child  prefented  fair,  and  the 
pains  were  good,  they  mufl,  for  the  fafety  both  of 
mother  and  child,  be  fome  time  longer  fubmitte.d 
to;  which  they  were,  and  the  woman,  after  ha- 
ving undergone  uncommon  feverity  of  pain  for 
the  laft  fcven  hours,  was  delivered  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  funis  was  four  times  cir- 
cumvoluted  about  the  neck  of  the  foetus,  which 
came  away  together  with  the  placenta.  It  was 
C  2  fome 
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forac  time  before  any  figns  of  life  appeared  in  the 
child,  v  and  not  till  it  had  bled  from  the  funis, 
and  been  well  rubbed  with  warm  cloths.  The 
patient  complained  of  third  and  heat,  and  her 
pulfe  was  much  accelerated;  a  few  grains  of  sal 
kite i  were  therefore  exhibited  in  barley  water, 
and  repeated  every  five  hours ;  a  perfpiration 
came  on,  the  thirft  and  heat  abated,  the  patient 
recovered,  and  has  fince  had  feveral  children; 
with  all  of  which  I  have  attended  her,  without 
the  leaft  difficulty  whatever. 

in  the  igth  collection  of  .  dr.  smellieY  cases, 
vol.  *.  no.  I.  cafe  I.  with  a  reference  to.  table 
g.  is  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who  was  delivered  of 
a  dead  child,  about  whofe  neck  the  funis  was 
j  four  times  circumvoluted. 

case  ii.  of  the  fame  collection,  exhibits  an 
inflance  of  the  head's  being  retracted  by  the  cir- 
cumvolutions of  the  funis  round  the  neck  of  the 
child.  Several  poflures  were  adapted  for  the 
woman's  delivery,  but  that  between  fitting  and 
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lying  was  found  to  be  the  moll  commodious. 
The  fingers  were  introduced  into  the  rettum,  and 
thereby  the  head  prevented  from  being  drawn 
up  again  after  a  pain ;  by  which  means  it  ad- 
vanced farther  and  farther,  and  its  delivery  was 
afMed  by  raifing  the  forehead  upwards  with  an 
half  round  turn  from  the  lower  part  of  the  05 
externum.  — The  hint  of  affifting  in  this  manner 
was  taken  from  ould^s  treatife,  published  in  the. 
year  1742. 

mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  his  elements 
of  the  practice  of  midwifery,  affirms,  "  the 
funis  to  be  fometimes  faulty  from  its  too 
great  length,  or  the  contrary".  Thus  he 
fays,  **  the  extraordinary  length,  by  forming 
circumvolutions  round  the  child's  neck  or  body, 
fometimes  proves  the  caufe  of  protracting  the 
labour;  but  as  this  can  only  happen  when  the 
chord  is  of  an  uncommon  length,  there  is  ge- 
nerally enough  left  to  admit  of  the  exit  of  the 
child  with  fafety":  and  contradictory  to  the 
above  practice  received  from  ould's  treatife,  he 

further 
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further  obfcrves,  that  "  the  practice  of  intro- 
ducing a  finger  in  ano,  to  prefs  back  the  coc- 
cyx, or  to  prevent  the  head,  when  it  advances, 
from  being  retracted  by  circumvolutions  of  the 
chord,  is'  now  entirely  laid  afide ;  an  expedient1', 
which  he  affirms,  "  can  anfvver  no  end  but  that 
of  fretting  and  bruifing  the  parts  of  the  mother, 
and  injuring  thofe  of  the  child". 

in  a  treatife  on  the  improvement  of  mid- 
wifery, by  mr.  edmund  chapman,  we  find, 
that  "  when  the  child  is  born  as  far  as  his 

fhoulders,  and  the  navel  firing  appears  to  be 

< 

twice  twifted  round  its  neck,  he  orders  a  woman 
to  pafs  the  fciffars  (carefully  avoiding  any  hurt 
to  the  child)  under  one  of  the  involutions,  and 
cut  the  string,  not  fuffering  the  child  to  ad- 
vance any  farther  before  this  be  done. 

whereas,  mr.  Hamilton  affirms  "  it  to  be 
time  enough,  in  general,  after  the  child  is  born, 
to  Hip  the  noofe  over  the  fhoulder  or  head" ;. 
and  favs,  "  there,  is  feldom  occafion  to  divide 
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the  chord  in  the  birth,  a  practice  that  may  be 
attended  with  trouble  and  hazard. 


the  late  dr.  burton,  of  york.  in  his  e  flay  on  - 
midwifery,  relates  two  cafes,  where  the  umbilical 
chord  hindered  the  birth  of  the  child,  by  being 
fo  long,  that  it  was  near  three  times  wrapped  or 
twifted  round  the  child's  neck.  In  the  firft  cafe 
the  child  was  born  dead,  and  in  the  fecond  alive. 
He  alfo  fhews,  p.  177,  another,  in  which,,  upon 
endeavouring  to  deliver  footling,  he  found  the 
umbilical  chord  twice  twifted  round  the  child's 
body  ;  that  it  was  very  firong,  and  went  betwixt 
the  child's  thighs :  as  it  impeded  his  endeavours, 
and  prevented  the  child  from  advancing  in  its 
deliver)',  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  rupture  the 
chord,  and  the  child  was  born  immediately. 

the  celebrated  ruysc'h,  p.  36,  of  his  practi- 
cal obfervations  in  surgery  and  midwifery, 
fpeaks  of  a  falus,  killed  by  a  wonderful  contor- 
tion of  the  funiculus  umbilicalis,  and  thinks 
this  difeafe  proceeded  from  a  more  frequent  turn- 
ing 


ing  ronnd  of  the  foetus  in  utcro ;  and,  that  this 
was  the  caafe  of  its  death,  by  intercepting  en- 
tirely the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 
vafcular  rope. 

there  arc  fome  remarks  on  this  fubjeft  (the 
twilling  of  the  chord  about  the  neck  of  the  fcttiis) 
to  be  met  with  in  different  parts  of  lev  ret  ;  and 
I  find  that  he  likewife  quotes  la  motte,  book  ii. 
chap.  9. 

1  have  fince  met  with  feveral  lingering  labours, 
where  there  has  been  no  unufual  ftraitnefs,  or 
any  kind  of  impediment  to  be  difcovered  in  the 
pelvis,  and  the  efforts  of  the  women  have  been 
very  powerful,  yet  inefFecTual,  occafioned  by  the 
neck  being  entangled  in  the  funis. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

In  the  month  of  august,  1 761,  I  was  fent 
for  at  the  defire  of  a  midwife,  to  affift  a  woman 
whofe  efforts  of  labour  had  been  ineffectually 
violent  for  the  laft  ten  hours.  The  waters  had 
broke  foon  after  the  beginning  of  the  labour,  and 
continued  draining  off  in  great  quantities.  The 
os  tinea  was  widely  dilated,  the  woman's  llrength 
and  fpirits  were  pretty  good,  and  the  head  of  the 
child  was  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  advan- 
cing when  the  pain  came  on,  and  receding  as  it 
went  off.  The  midwife  had  treated  her  with 
much  care  and  tendcrnefs ;  but  as  fhe  had  been 
long  confined  to  lying  on  her  left  fide,  I  defired 
her  poflure  might  be  altered,  and  that  fhe  would 
turn  to  the  oppofite  one,  in  which  fituation  fhe 
was  foon    delivered,    when   the  funis  umbili- 
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calis  appeared  uncommonly  fhort,  and  was 
turned  once  round  the  neck,  which  had  doubt- 
lefs  been  the  principal  impediment  to  the  birth. 
Vide  iamotte,  chap.  22.  8c  chap.  g.  obferv. 
l  ig,  120,  8c  121. 

by  practical  obfervation,  we  fhall  find,  I  be- 
lieve, that  the  fliortnefs  of  the  funis  umbilicalis  is 
much  feldomer  the  caufe  of  the  head's  retrac- 
tion, betwixt  each  pain,  than  the  circumvolu- 
tions of  it  about  the  neck ;  and,  that  when  it 
does  occur,  the  placenta  is  generally  in  more  dan- 
ger of  being  detached  from  the  uterus,  than  in 
the  other  cafe. 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE  IV. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1762,  I  was 
defired  to  vifit  a  woman  who  had  undergone  a 
lingering  labour  of  five  days  and  nights,  and 
been  attended  by  a  midwife.  It  was  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  of  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, when  I  came  to  this  patient — I  found  the 
os  tinea  greatly'  dilated,  and  the  cranium  prefent- 
ing  naturally  with  the  vertex,  but  drawing  back 
after  the  pains,  which  were  but  trifling,  and 
feldom  recurred.  In  this  ftate  I  gave  her  an 
opiate,  defired  fhe  m'g'vt  be  kept  quiet,  and  that 
I  might  be  again  fent  for  when  the  pains  grew 
flronger,  which  was  not  till  the  evening  of  the 
next  day,  when  I  received  another  call,  and  had 
fcarcely  been  in  the  room  twenty  minutes  before 
fhe  was  delivered  by  the  natural  efforts  of  a 
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fine  live  child  ;  the  circumference  of  whofe  funis 
was  but  little  lefs  than  two  inches,  and  the 
length  not  quite  ten. 

mauriceau,  obf.  406,  gives  an  inflance 
of  his  having  delivered  a  woman  of  her  firfl 
child,  whofe  naval  firing  was  extremely  fhort 
and  as  thick  as  its  arm.  The  child  had  been 
dead  feveral  days  before  delivery.  Several  like 
cafes  are  given  by  the  fame  author,  obf.  401. 
549.  612.  640.662.687.  Hildanus  obf.  chi- 
rurg.  cent.  2.  &  obf.  50.  ,  Vide  lamotte's  obf. 
229. 

DR.  burton,  p.  1 44.  mentions  a  remarkable 
cafe,  in  which  the  labour  was  retarded  by  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  umbilical  chord,  which  he  reached 
and  ruptured  to  facilitate  the  delivery;  and 
which  he  fays  was  not  above  ten  inches  long, 
and  of  twice  the  thicknefs  of  his  thumb,  very 
hard  in  fome  places,  and  knotty,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called.  He  alfo  met  with  two  other  cafes 
fimilar  to  this,  in  both  which  the  chords  were 
as  fhort,  but  fmaller. 

CASE 


CASE  V. 

On  the  24th  of  march,  1762,  my  affif- 
tance  was  fought  in  regard  to  the  placenta  of  a 
young  woman,  who  had  four  hours  before,  with- 
out any  extraordinary  trouble,  been  delivered  of 
a  fine  male  child  by  a  man-midwife,  who,  upon 
my  coming  into  the  chamber  appeared  much 
ruffled  and  uneafy,  averring,  that  his  fkill 
had  been  called  in  queftion,  and  his  practice 
much  cenfured  by  the  attendants,  becaufe  he 
had  not  been  able  to  deliver  the  placenta  ;  I  fym- 
pathized  with  him  -upon  his  fituation,  and  begged 
we  might  ufe  our  joint  endeavours  to  ferve 
the  patient :  he  had  made  many  effays  by  pulling 
and  gently  waving  the  firing,  but  to  no  purpofc, 
and  had  once,  he  faid,  introduced  his  hand 
into   the   vagina,  with    a  defign  to  open  the 
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uterus  and  detach  the  placenta  from  its  adhefion, 
but  his  proceeding  was  prevented  by  the  cries  of 
the  woman.  The  women  became  very  preiTmg 
that  I  fhould  deliver  the  afterbirth;  but,  for 
my  own  part,  as  the  woman  did  not  flood,  I  faw 
much  lefs  damage  in  its  retention,  than  in  paf- 
fing  up  the  hand  for  its  extraction  ;  but,  however, 
in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  by-ftanders, 
I  had  the  woman  placed  on  her  back,  and  wich 
the  utmofl.  gentlenefs  paffed  my  hand,  fuffici- 
ently  lubricated  through  the  vagina  into  die  ute- 
rus, where  finding  the  cake  loofe  and  difengaged, 
I  flipped  my  fingers  behind  it,  and  grafping  it 
firmly  with  much  caution,  extra&ed  it  whole  and 
entire,  and  no  difagreeablc  fymptoms  following, 
the  woman  did  very  well.  Upon  examining  the 
funis  and  placenta,  the  former  appeared  to  have 
been  inferted  in  the  very  center  of  the  latter ; 
from  whence,  probably,  might  arife  its  unufual 
retention  ;  at  lead,  I  have  no  lefs  an  authority, 
than  ruysch's,  to  fuppofe  it  was  fo,  as  he  has 
publifhcd  a  very  curious  cafe  of  the  extracliou 
of  the  placenta,  being  impeded  by  a  particular 
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infertion  of  it  into  the  placenta;  in  which  he 
obferves,  that  no  writer  has  made  mention  of 
the  central  infertion  of  the  funiculus  into  the 
hlaccnta,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  to  its 
eafv  extraction  ;  for  when  the  funiculus  is  inferted 
exactly  into  the  center  of  the  placenta,  it  gene- 
rally Separates  from  it  with  difficulty,    in  fo 
much,  that  midvvives  are  frequently  obliged  to 
wound  fuch  a  placenta  with  their  fore  finger,  in 
order  to  make  it  feperate;  whereas,  if  the  funi- 
culus was   inferted  either    to  one  fide  or  the 
other,  the  placenta  would  eafily  follow  the  foetus  : 
the  reafon  of  this  is,  the  fame  as  that  of  a  round 
piece  of  leather,  formed  into  a  fucker,  with  a. 
firing  in  the  center  of  it ;  for  when  that  piece 
of  leather  is  wetted  and  applied  to  a  heavy  ftone, 
it  will  eafily  lift  up  a  ftone  from  the  earth  with- 
out being  pulled  off ;  but  if  the  firing  is  faflened 
10  one  fide  of  the  leather  it  will  not  be  capable 
of  producing  that  effect. 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE  VI. 

A.  C  Aged  twenty- feven,  during  the  latter 
months  of  geftation  with  her  fifth  child,  com- 
plained of  very  great  pains,  infomuch  that  fhe 
could  neither  fit,  lie,  or  ftand,  without  particular 
uneafinefs  ;  bleeding  was  ufed,  and  opiates  fre- 
quently referred  to,  but  neither  eafed  her  long 
together:  by  undergoing  fuch  wearifome  and 
almoft  inceffant  pains  her  firength  was  much  di- 
minifhed,  and  fhe  fuffered  great  anxiety  of  mind. 
In  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  august,  17612. 
fhe  had  pains  which  were  taken  for  thofe  of  la- 
bour; in  confequence  whereof  I  was  called, 
and  upon  examination  could  not  difcover  the  os 
tinea,  a  circumftance,  which  having  never  met 
with  before,  furprized  me  very  much.    I  re- 

E  quelled 
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qucfted  fhe  might  alter  her  poflure,  and  fuffer 
me  to  touch  her  again  ;  but  being  averfe  to  either, 
and  very  fretful,  I  left  her,  after  exhibiting  an 
opiate,  and  alluring  her  that  I  would  wait  on 
her  again  as  foon  as  fcnt  for.  She  dofed 
through  mod  part  of.  the  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing, being  much  refrcfhed,  walked  about,  and 
feemed  eafier  than  fhe  had  been  for  many 
days  before.  The  following  night  fhe  was 
again  taken  with  pains  ;  and  even  now, 
upon  fearching,  I  was  not  able  to  find  the  os 
tinea,  and  therefore  ftill  remained  ignorant  of 
the  true  flate  of  the  labour — flie  was  very  pee- 
vifh  and  low-fpirited ;  and  whenever  the  pains 
recurred,  complained  of  an  uncommon  pufhing 
againft  her  fides,  which  gave  me  the  idea  of  a 
cross  birth,  and  made  me  extremely  anxious  to 
difcover  the  fituatioa  of  the  os  tincce  and  prefen- 
tation  of  the  fatus.  After  waiting  fome  time  I 
obtained  leave  to  touch  her,  when  taking  advan- 
tage of  her  permiffion,  I  gradually  palled  my 
whole  hand,  lubricated  with  axungia,  up  the  va- 
gina, and  with  my  fore  finger  fearched  for,  and 

difco- 
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difcovered  the  os  tinea  to  the  left  fide,  very  high 
up  and  open  to  a  great  breadth :  on  prefling  my 
fingers  in  a  conical  form,  I  gently  proceeded 
through  it  and  felt  fomething  foft,  which 
I  then  imagined  to  be  the  breech  of  the 
child ;  but  as  I  was  not  certain,  my  hand 
being  much  cramped,  and  the  patient  terrified, 
I  was  obliged  to  defer  all  further  fearch  for  the 
prefent,  and  withdrew  it,  declaring  in  pri- 
vate to  the  afliftants  that  the  child  did  not  pre- 
fent right,  and  that  the  labour  would  be  at- 
tended with  fome  difficulty.  The  pains  follow- 
ing pretty  quick  and  faft,  I  touched  her  again, 
paflfed  my  hand  as  before,  and  found  the  belly 
of  the  child  diftinguifhable  by  the  infertion  of 
the  funis  at  the  navel.  As  fhe  was  placed  on 
her  right  fide  upon  the  bed,  I  went  up  gently  for 
the  feet,  which  were  clofe  together  doubled 
over  the  breaft,  and  taking  hold  of  them  with 
my  hand,  with  great  care  and  circumfpeclion 
brought  them  down  into  the  vagina,  and  deli- 
vered them :  the  patient  was  then  turned  and 
placed  on  her  back,  and  her  hips  being  elevated 

E  2  higher 
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higher  than  her  head,  with  her  legs  hanging 
down,  and  fupported  by  affiflants  —  I  fcated 
myfelf  in  a  low  chair  betwixt  them ;  and,  taking 
hold  of  the  legs,  delivered  to  the  breech,  when 
paffing  up  my  finger  I  found  the  belly  of  the 
child  to  the  back  of  its  mother,  and  immedi- 
ately delivered  to  ,the  fhoulders ;  then  introdu- 
cing my  fore  finger  between  the  child's  fhoulder 
and  the  pubis  of  the  woman,  and  flipping  it 
down  to  the  right  arm,  with  a  half-round  turn 
delivered  it:  in  the  fame  manner  I  gained  the 
left  arm;  then  hooking  the  neck  with  the  two 
fiift  fingers  of  my  right  hand,  and  Aiding  the 
whole  of  my   left  up    to    the    child's  face, 
by    gently    pulling   and   waving   both  hands 
at  the  fame  time  from  fide  to  fide,  with  little 
difficulty  I  delivered  the  head.    The  child  was 
alive  and  unhurt;  but  by  way  of  caution  I  fuf- 
fered  it  to  bleed  from  the  fu?iis,  to  the  quantity 
of  a  tea  cup  full,  and  directed  its  being  bathed 
with  warm  milk  and  water  before  it  was  dreffed. 

dionis 
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DiOMS  remarks,  that  when  the  child  pre  Pent  s 
with  the  belly  or  brcaft  foremoft,  the  two  fitua- 
tions  are  much  the  fame,  and  equally  dangerous, 

for  THE  NAVEL  STRING  IN  BOTH,  NEVER  FAILS  TO 

come  forth  ;  and  the  back  bone,  which  can  by 
no  means  be  bent  backwards,  is  fo  prefs'd  that 
the  child  is  rack'd  with  pain,  and  muft  needs 
die,  if  it  is  not  fpeedily  relieved. 

mr.  pugh,  page  102,  chap.  18.  fpeaking  of 
children  lying  acrofs  in  the  womb,  and  prefenting 
with  the  belly  or  breaft,  remarks,  that  "  a  child 
cannot  well  prefent  in  a  more  dangerous  pofture 
than  this,  for  the  vertebra  are  bent  backwards, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  feet  and  back  of  the 
head  meet  together  at  the  bottom  of  the  womb ; 
in  which  cafe,  by  the  force  of  the  pains,  the 
vertebra  are  in  danger  of  being  {trained  to  a  great 
degree:  in  this  kind  of  labour,  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  feldom  dilates  much,  notwithftandincp 
the  ftrongeft  pains;  the  reafon  is  very  plain,  be- 
caufe,  in  this  pofture,  the  parts  cannot  come  fo 
low  to  prefs  upon  it:  whereas,  in  any  other 

fituation, 
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fituation,  the  part  near  the  orifice  will  prefs  more 
or  lcfs,  in  fome  meafure,  to  caufe  dilatation". 
And  in  all  the  different  fpecies  of  preternatural 
parturition,  there  is  no  pofture,  I  believe,  in 
which  the  child  is  more  expofed  to  danger. 

dr.  johkson  affirms  it  to  be  the  worfl  pofi- 
tion  that  can  happen  to  the  child,  efpecially  if  it 
is  bended  backwards  till  the  occiput  and  head 
come  nearly  together,  the  fpine  being  thereby 
not  only  moll  unnaturally  {trained,  but  the  vif* 
cera  of  the  whole  trunk  alfo.  Vide  portal's 
obferv.  13,  p.  59.  mauuiceau,  p.  210.  da- 
venter,  p.  182.  and  lamotte,  chap.  29.  obf. 
280. 

there  are  in  fiances  of  prefentations  of  the 
belly  of  the  child,  in  almofl  every  other  author 
who  has  wrote  on  the  fubje£t  of  midwifery  ;  in 
the  generality  of  which,  the  funis  is  faid  to  have 
more  or  lefs  prolapfed  into  the  vagina,  and  in 
fome  cafes  even  beyond  the  05  externum  ;  but  in 
the  above  cafe  it  did  not  prolapfe  in  the  leafl 
before  the  delivery. 

CASES 
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CASES  VII.  and  VIII. 

COMMUNICATED 

IN. LETTERS  to  the  LATE 
DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

"   MALL1NG,  SEPTEMBER  2£,  lj6z. 

«  DEAR  SIR, 

"It  may  probably  give  you  fome 
"  fatisfaction  to  hear  of  my  fuccefs  in  the  twin 
"  case  of  eleanor  emmerson,  a  poor  travelling 
"  woman,  to  whofe  afliftance  I  was  called  by  a 
"  neighbour,  who  had  found  her  in  labour  in  a 
"  barn  near  this  place.  She  informed  me  that  flic 
"  had  borne  feveral  children,  but  never  been  fo 
"  big  with  any  one  as  fhe  was  now;  that  fhe  had 
"  felt  motions  in  different  parts  of  her  belly, 

"  frequently 
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•  frequently  had  fmall  pains,  and  was  exceedingly 
M  weak  and  low  for  want  of  nourifhment,  of  which 
"  fine  had  tafted  no  kind  for  the  lafl  twelve  hours ; 
"  I  touched  her  as  fhe  lay  upon  her  fide,  and  found 
"  the  os  tinea  high  up  and  very  little  dilated.  As 
"  fhe  was  wretchedly  poor,  and  in  a  molt  low  and 
44  deje&ed  condition,  my  firfl  flep  was  to  procure 
M  her  fome  warm  caudle  and  a  few  neceffaries, 
"  which  the  exigency  of  her  cafe  feemed  to  require 
"  at  the  hand  of  humanity.  She  took  plentifully  of 
"  broth  and  caudle  between  the  pains,  which  in 
"  about  an  hour  after  my  fecond  vifit  became  very 
*'  fharp  and  ftrong,  and  the  membranes  unexpecl- 
**  cdly  breaking,  I  fearched  and  found  the  os  tinea 
"  confiderably  dilated,  and  a  breech  prefentation, 
"  which  I  fubmitted  to  nature  till  the  child  was  ad- 
"  vanced  as  far  as  the  thorax,  when  I  gently  laid 
"  hold  of  the  feet  and  brought  them  down,  and  the 
"  child  being  very  fmall  the  other  parts  followed 
"  without  difficulty.  After  waiting  fome  time  for 
"  the  placenta,  and  the  pains  continuing  nearly  as 
"  flrong  as  before  the  child  was  born,  I  entertained 
"  fome  fufpicion  of  another  child,  and  applying 

"  my 
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my  hand  externally  on  the  abdomen  difcovered 
a  tumor  much  too  large  for  the  uterus  only  ; 
after  tying  the  funis,  and  paffing  my  hand  thro' 
the  vagina,  I  difcovered  the  face  of  a  fecond 
'  child  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  I  acquainted 
the  woman  there  was  another  child,  and  encou- 
raged her  to  make  the  molt  of  her  pains, 
which  fhe  did  for  near  an  hour  and  three 
quarters,  when  finding  the  head  pretty  low  down, 
and  perceiving  her  extremely  faint,  much  fa- 
tigued, and  beginning  to  flood,  without  the 
lead  heutation  I  had  recourfe  to  the  forceps, 
by  which  means  fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  the 
remaining  child.    The  placentas,    by  gently 
pulling  at  both  chords,  eafily  feparated  from 
the  uterus,  and  were  delivered  without  any 
trouble  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  birth  of  the 
fecond  child :  they  adhered  fo  clofely  together, 
as  to  appear  almoft  one  compact  body,  with 
two  diftindl:  chords,  one  of  which  was  bifurcated 
to  the  length  of  two  inches  and  three  quarters 
next  to  its  infertion  in  the  placenta.    As  I 
formed  an  idea  of  the  lltuatioh  of  the  fceti  in 
F  "  utero, 
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w  liter o,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  offer  you  a 
"  delineation  of  the  fame;  as  it  is  my  flrft  effay 
"  in  this  way,  its  incorre&nefs  will,  I  hope,  ap- 
"  pear  venial. 

"  I  am,  See." 


THE  ANSWER. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

T  H  E  cafe  was  very  curious  and 
"  extraordinary  indeed,  and  the  delineation  inge- 
"  nious  enough.  I  fhall  be  much  obliged  to 
"  you,  if  you  will  inform  me  how  long  the  waters 
"  broke  before  the  birth  of  the  flrft  child,  to 
V  what  part  the  cars  of  the  fecond  child  were, 
"  how  high  up,  8cc.  It  will  always  be  a  pleafure 
"  to  mc  to  hear  of  your  fuccefs,  and  prove 
•«  myfelf,  &c." 


"  P.  S, 
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"P.  S.    Ic  were  pity  you  did  not  prefcrvc 

'*  the  bifurcated  finds,  as  it  was  a  mod  extra- 
"  ordinary  appearance,  and  what  I  never  yet 
"  met  with:  in  ufing  the  forceps  I  have  not  a 
11  doubt  of  your  care ;  but  you  will  do  well  to 
'  remember  the  rules  for  their  application,  which 
'  are  laid  down  by  smellie;  and  are  truly  t-he 
5  mofl  valuable  parts  of  his  book." 

  iTK^r^r^sss^-  . — 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  A.GREEABLE  to  your  requeft, 
I  inform  you,  that  the  waters  were  evacuated 
about  half  an  hour  before  the  birth  of  the 
firfl  child.  I  need  not  again  mention  the 
means  of  my  difcovering  the  fecond ;  the  face 
of  which  prefented  below  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, with  one  ear  to  the  pubes,  and  the  other 
to  the  Jacrum  ;  when  finding  matters  as  defcri- 
bcd  in  my  former  letter,  I  caufed  the  woman 
Fa  "to 
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"  to  be  placed  upon  her  back,  with  her  hips 
"  fomething  higher  than  her  head,  fixed  the  for- 
"  ceps,  and  waiting  for  a  pain,  pufhed  the  head 
"  up  and  turned  the  face  into  the  hollow  of  the 
"  Jacrum,  and.  by  gently  pulling  it  half  round 
"  upwards,  delivered  it  widiout  the  leaft  injury 
*'  to  the  os  externum  or  perinceum.    1  have  defcri- 
"  bed  the  cafe  as  circumftantially  as  it  is  in  my 
"  power  to  recollect  ;  and  fhall,  in  future,  ob- 
"  ferve  the  directions  you  gave  me,  when  under 
"  your  pupillage,   of  keeping  a  journal  of  my 
"  practice  in  midwifery.   The  woman  and  chit- 
"  drcn  are  at  prefent  very  hearty.  —  Since  this 
twin  e ase,  on  the  twentieth  inflant,  I  deli- 
V  vered  a  woman,  who  had  been  in  labour 
*'  three  days  before  I  was  fent  to,  and  whom  I 
"  found  flooding  very  faff ;  the  pains  were  much 
*f  weaker  than  they  had  been,  the  os  tinea  was 
u  fufficienily  dilated,  and  the  membranes  pufhed 
"  down,  and  felt  very  rigid,  which  induced  me 
*/  to  rupture  them :  when  the  child's  head,  which 
"  had  before  continued  higher  than  the  brim  of 
*'  the  pelvis  immediately  fell  down  to  the  os  extcr~ 

"  nurn, 
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M  nam, and  was  eafily  delivered  by  the  next  flight 
*'  painj  the  placenta  foon  followed,  without  any 
"  difficulty,  and  the  flooding  was  flopped  by 
<:  the  contraction  of  the  uterus.  This  is  the 
««  fourth  day  fince  her  delivery,  and  her  child 
"  and  felf  continue  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

"  I  am,  &c." 


the  doctor  in  his  reply  to  this  fecond  letter, 
entirely  approved  of  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
proceeded. 

on  confultmg  our  beft  writers  on  midwifery,  I 
find  that  chapman,  page  no,  fpeaks  of  two  wo- 
men whom  he  delivered  of  twins:  and  in  p. 1 36. 
of  a  woman  who  had  fpurious  pains,  which  were 
put  off  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  when  flic 
was  happily  delivered  of  twins:  again,  p.  164. 
of  a  woman  delivered  of  twins;  the  firfl  pre- 

feming 
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fenting  with  the  head,  and  bearing  upon  the  oj 
pubis,  was  extracted  by  turning:  alfo,  p.  167.  of 
a  woman  delivered  of  female  twins,  the  firft  of 
which  was  brought  away  by  the  forceps  :  and 
p.  168.  of  a  twin  case,  in  which  he  delivered 
a  gentlewoman  of  her  fecond  child  which  had 
been  long  dead,  the  other  child  was  born  near 
two  days  before  ;  the  funis,  with  a  hand  and 
foot  offered,  and  he  delivered  footling. 

giffard,  p.  205.  mentions  a  delivery  of 
twins,  the  firft  flicking  at  the  head,  which  was 
protruded  into  the  vagina,  and  could  pafs  no 
farther;  and  the  fecond  was  delivered  by  the 
feet:  and  in  p.  264.  a  delivery  of  twins,  one  of 
which  prefented  with  a  hand  before  the  head : 
alfo,  p.  306.  a  delivery  of  twins,  one  born 
before  he  got  co  the  patient,  and  the  other  pre- 
fen  ting  with  one  foot:  likewife,  p*332.  a  delivery 
of  twins,  one  came  with  the  head  foremofl  but 
fluck  in  the  paffage,  the  other  prefented  a  hand  : 
alfo,  p.  361.  a  deliveiy  of  twins,  about  feven 
months  old  :  and  in  p.  37  1 .  a  delivery  of  twins,  a 

girl 


[   S9  1 

girl  and  boy ;  the  girl  was  delivered  by  a  natural 
birth  twenty-four  hours  before  ihe  boy,  who  pre- 
fented with  one  hand  and  one  foot :  alfo,  p.  384. 
a  twin  case,  where  the  firlt  child  was  delivered 
a  the  labour  pains,  and  the  fecond  with  the 
forceps;  alfo,  p.  385.  twins,  the  firlr.  child 
prefented  with  the  fontanelle ;  but  the  membranes 
of  the  fecond  were  pufhed  down  before  the  mem- 
branes of  the  firlt :  alfo,  p.  586.  both  children 
prefented  in  a  natural  way,  the  firfl  child  delivered 
with  the  labour  pains,  the  fecond  turned  and 
brought  footling:  alfo,  p.  388.  two  children  pre- 
fented together,  one  with  the  head,  and  the 
other  with  the  feet :  alfo,  p.  389.  both  children 
prefented  with  the  breech,  and  were  each  deli- 
vered by  the  labour  pains:  alfo,  p.  390.  the 
firft  child  prefented  with  the  arm,  the  fecond 
with'  the  head,  which  were  both  brought  foot- 
ling: alfo,  p.  392.  both  children  prefented  wrong 
and  were  brought  footling:  and,  p.  403.  the 
fame  celebrated  author  mentions  a  delivery  of 
twins,  which  occurred  to  him,  where  the  firft 
prefented  with  the  head,  the  fecond  was  inclofcd 

in 
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in  its  membranes  and  lay  high  up  in  the  uterus* 
Vide  lamotte,  chap.  23.  obferv.  1G8,  169, 
170,  171.  alfo,  chap.  36.  obferv.  296. 

sr.  burton,  obferv.  3.  prefents  us  with  a 
twin  case,  where  the  mother  had  been  delivered 
of  one  child  nine  hours  before  he  got  to  her, 
when  he  foon  delivered  her  of  a  fecond. 

A  case  is  given  by  portal,  obferv.  8.  of  the 
delivery  of  twins,  one  having  its  right  thigh 
crofs  the  left,  and  the  other  its  feet  {trait,  both 
of  which  he  delivered  footling:  alfo,  obferv.  9. 
he  defcribes  another  cafe  concerning  the  delivery 
of  twins;  wherein  both  children  were  delivered 
in  like  manner  as  before:  obferv.  40.  we  find  a 
third  delivery  of  twins,  one  of  them  in  a  natu- 
ral, and  the  other  in  an  unnatural  pofuion:  alfo, 
obferv.  70.  the  fame  author  relates  the  cafe  of  a 
lady  who  had  twins,  one  prefenting  with  the 
nates,  and  the  other  with  one  eye  foremoft;  the 
firft  he  delivered  footling,  and  the  fecond  was 
delivered  by  the  natural  efforts:  and  obferv.  74. 

he 
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he  imparts  the  cafe  of  a  dropGcal  woman  big 
with  twins,  one  of  which  came  to  its  perfec- 
tion, prefented  with  the  nates,  and  was  delivered 
footling ;  and  the  other  piece  meals,  with  his 
hand,  it  being  putrified  in  its  membranes,  and 
fuppofed  to  have  died  between  the  fourth  andj 
fifth  month. 

dr.  exton  has  inferted  a  twin  case,  p.  84. 
wherein  he  was  fent  for  to  deliver  a  poor  woman 
of  a  fecond  child,  which  he  found  prefenting 
with  the  arm,  the  cuticle  of  which  giving  way  to 
the  touch,  and  coming  off  on  his  finger,  he  con- 
cluded the  child  to  be  dead  ;  and  returning  the 
arm,  delivered  it  footling. 

in  collection  37.  vol.  3.  of  dr.  smellie's  mid- 
wifery cases,  he  fpeaks  of  a  twin  case,  where 
the  firft  child  prefented  with  the  fontanel,  but  the 
membranes  of  the  fecond  were  pufhed  down  before 
the  membranes  of  the  firft;  both  children  pre- 
fented with  the  head :  and  likewife  of  another 
cafe,  where  the  child  was  delivered  with  the 
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labour  pa-ins ;  and  the  fecond,  being  larger,  with 
the  forceps :  he  alfo  mentions  a  third  cafe, 
where,  both  children  prefented  in  the  natural 
way;  the  firft  delivered  with  the. labour  pains, 
the  fecond  turned  and  brought  footling:  ano- 
ther, where  two  children  prefented  together, 
one  with  the  head,  and  the  other  with  the  feet: 
another,  where  both  children  prefented  with  the 
breech,  and  were  each  delivered  by  the  labour 
pains :  another,  where  the  fir  ft  child  prefented 
with  the  arm,  the  fecond  with  the  head  ;  both 
brought  footling :  and  a  feventh  cafe,  where 
both  children  prefented  wrong,  and  were  brought 
footling. 

the  rigidity  of  the  membranes,  as  in  my  laft 
mentioned  cafe,  will  fometimes  be  found  to  oc- 
cafion  a  tedious  labour ;  yet  much  precaution  is 
neceffary,  and  the  head  of  the  child  fhould  be 
fufficiently  low  before  we  venture  to  iupture 
them;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  have 
more  than  once  experienced  many  inconvenien- 
cies  arifing  from  the  officious  dexterity  of  the 
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woman  practitioner,  in  procuring  a  premature 
difcharge  of  the  waters. 

in  tedious  labours,  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
membranes,  when  pufhed  down,  or  not,  with 
the  waters,  fee  smellie,  vol.  ii.  colled.  15. 
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CASE  IX. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1 7 62.  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  woman,  the  wife  of  a  gentleman's  coach- 
man, at  mereworth,  in  this  county,  who  had 
been  delivered  of  one  child  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  fame  month,  and 
been  pretty  free  from  pains  from  the  time  of  her 
delivery,  till  within  a  few  hours  of  my  being 
called — as  the  placenta  of  the  firft  child  came 
away  without  difficulty  in  the  ufual  time,  no 
remaining  child  was  fufpe&ed  by  the  midwife. 
I  laid  my  hand  upon  the  woman's  abdomen,  and 
plainly  perceived  a  fize  and  hardnefs  thereof, 
which  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  of  a  fecond 
child.    I  fearched  her  in  time  of  a  pain,  and 
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found  the  membranes  broke,  the  vertex  pre- 
fenting,  and  the  pains  fo  very  urong,  that  the 
child  was  delivered  by  their  efforts  only,  in  half 
an  hour  after  I.  entered  the  room. 

in  the  memoirs  of  the  academy  at  paris,  1727, 
page  15.  20,  21.  is  an  account  of  two  children 
delivered  eight  days  after  one  another. 

the  continuance  of  labour  pains,  after  the 
birth  of  one  child,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  indi- 
cate a  fecond ;  but  by  the  above  cafe,  that  crite- 
rion is  found  to  be  very  uncertain.  As  this  woman 
had  an  intervention,  of  almofl  fix  days,  before 
there  was  any  material  recurrence  of  pains.  The 
furcfb  and  moil  infallible  determinations  in  fucj* 
cafes,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  is  the  application  of  the 
hand  externally  on  the  abdomen  ;  or,  the  finger  and 
hand,  if  neceffary,  introduced  into  the  uterus. 
This  rule,  however,  is  not  always  infallible ;  for 
a  very  judicious  practitioner  (mr.  john  aikin)  in 
the  Edinburgh  med.  comm.  vol.  ii.  relates  the 
hiflory  of  a  cafe,  in  which  he  himfelf  miftc  o'c  a 
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tumour  in  the  abdomen  for  a  fecond  child.  This 
tumour  foon  after  fpontaneoufly  disappeared.  A 
fimilar  cafe,  we  are  told,  occurred,  feveral  years 
ago,  to  an  accoucheur,  of  eminent  {kill  and  ex- 
perience at  WARRINGTON. 
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CASE  X. 

IN    A  LETTER   TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

"   lO  DECEMBER,  I762. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  £jARLY  yefterday  morning  I  was 
"  applied  to  for  afhilance,  in  a  cafe,  where  die 
wife  of  a  tradefman,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
"  had  been  in  labour  four  days  and  nights,  and 
"  was  the  whole  time  attended  by  a  woman  mid- 
V  wife,  who  acquainted  me,  that"  4  the  waters 
f  had  broke  and  gone  off  two  days  before ;  and, 
5  that  the  child,  which  was  before  out  of  reach, 
'  had  then  come  very  low  down,  and  offered, 
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4  flie  believed,  with  its  face  for  the  world,  as  flic 
'  could  diftin&ly  feel  its  mouth  with  her  finger.* 
"  The  patient  was  in  better  fpirits,  than  from  the 
"  length  of  her  labour  might  have  been  expected. 
"  She  had  a  pain — .1  touch'd  her,  and  was  fure 
"  of  a  breech  prefentation,  both  by  the  feel, 
"  and  the  meconium  which  followed  the  fearch, 
"  arid  tinged  my  finger.    The  pains  were  ftrong 
"  and  powerful,  and  in  about  two  hours  deli- 
"  vered  the  child  as  far  as  the  thorax,  when  I 
"  carefully  brought  down  the  feet ;  with  little 
"  difficulty  effected  the  mechanical  turns  to  be 
"  obferved  in  footling  cafes,  and  delivered  the 
*'  woman ;  but  was  furprized  to  find  the  placenta 
"  and  child  come  together;  it  was  very  languid, 
"  and  breathed  weakly,  which  induced  me  not 
M  to  divide  the  funis,  but  to  place  the  placenta  in 
"  a  bafon  of  warm  water  to  promote  the  circula- 
"  tion,   till  the  child  fhould  gather  ftrength ; 
"  which  anfwered  to  my  wifhes;  and,  in  about 
11  an  hour  after  its  birth  I  feparated  the  funis, 
"  and  the  child  is  at  prefent  likely  to  furvive. 
"  I  am,  with  much  etleem,  8cc." 

T  PTE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"dear  SIfi, 

YoU  did  right  in  leaving  the 
delivery  to  nature,  whofe  efforts,  in  fuch  cafes, 
are  generally  deciuve,  and  fhould  be  fubmitted 
to— a  child  is  always  lefs  expofed  to  fuffer 
when  it  advances  naturally ;  but  fhould  dan- 
gerous fymptoms,  fuch  as  convulfions,  flood- 
ings,  Sec.  enfue,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  expe- 
dite the  delivery.  I  think,  'tis  mauriceau 
who  inculcates  a  like  do&rine.  The  attention 
you  gave  the  child  deferves  commendation ; 
and  believe  me, 

»  Very  refpe&fully,  Sec." 
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chapman,  p.  17 1,  relates  the  delivery  of  two 
women,  in  whom  the  nates  offered,  one  was  a 
fmall  child,  and  far  advanced;  he  flipped  his  fin- 
gers into  the  groin,  and  by  affi  fling  in  the  pains, 
which  were  quick  and  flrong,  delivered  her  at  the 
third  pain  ;  the  other  child,  which  was  larger, 
and  not-  fo  far  advanced,  after  placing  the  wo- 
man in  a  proper  poflure,  he  delivered  fooiling. 

the  following  cafes  are  from  giffard,  p.  14. 
he  gives  one  of  the  nates  prefenting;  in  which  after 
waiting  a  confiderable  time,  and  not  being  able 
to  afcend  far  enough  with  his  fingers  to  be  of  fer- 
vice,  he  pafTed  a  blunt  hook  over  the  upper  part 
of  the  thigh,  and  after  feveral  effays,  drew  it  out 
to  the  hips ;  when  getting  out  both  legs,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  full  delivery:  page  100.  he  has 
another  cafe,  where  the  left  buttock  prefented  ; 
and  not  being  able,  with  the  fore  finger  of  each 
hand,  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  thigh  near  the 
groin,  to  draw  out  the  feet,  he  fuccceded  by  put- 
ting a  foft  firing  over  the  end  of  his  finger,  and 
getting  that  up  on  one  fide  over  the  thigh,  and  a 
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finger  on  the  other  fide,  he  drew  the  firing  out, 
and  fixing  it  clofe  up  to  the  hips  and  groin,  he 
took  hold  of  the  ends  that  hung  out,  and  advi- 
fing  die  woman  at  the  fame  time  to  prefs  ftrongly 
down  ;  bv  this  method  he  extracted  the  hips  and 
legs:  page  224.  the  fame  author  dcfcribes  a  de- 
livery, in  which  the  child  prefented  with  the 
nates,  and  was  delivered  footling:  p.  392.  he 
alfo  gives  a  cafe  of  a  nates  prefentation,  where  he 
palled  his  fore  finger  into  the  child's  groin,  and 
there  bending  it,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  the 
hip  downw  ards  ;  by  which  method,  and  the 
woman's  forcing  down,  he  found. that  the  child 
advanced,  and  after  three  or  four  pains  brought 
out  both  buttocks,  and  then  extricated  the  le^s 
and  thighs:  and  p.  503.  he  fpeaks  of  two  deli- 
veries, wheie  each  child  prefented  with  the  but- 
tocks, the  funis  umbilicalis  of  the  firft  child  be- 
ing flipped  down  into  the  vagina— as  he  found  it 
irapoffiblc  to  return  the  funis,  he  thought  it  re- 
quifite  to  haften  the  delivery ;  he  palled  up  one 
finger  over  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  into  the 
groin,  and  there  bending  it,  endeavoured  to  draw 
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the  hip  outwards,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the 
woman  to  aflift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  ;  by 
this  method  he  found  the  hip  to  advance,  fo  that 
he  was  able  to  pafs  the  fore  finger  of  his  other 
hand  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  taking  care 
not  to  diftocate  the  hip,  or  break  the  thigh  bone, 
foon  brought  out  one  buttock,  difen gaged  the 
other,  drew  the  body  forwards  to  the  fhoulder, 
and  delivered  the  head  as  ufcal. 

dr.  pugh  fpeaking  of  the  prefentation  of  the 
nates,  obferves,  "  that  if  you  cannot  fucceed  in 
the  delivery  wilh  your  hand,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
fome  authors,  that  you  mud  introduce  blunt 
hooks  inftead  of  your  fingers ;  which  method  he 
very  judicioufly  reprobates  as  a  praflice  capable 
of  doing  much  mifchief;  having  been  fo  happy 
as  to  meet  with  no  labour  of  this  kind,  but 
where  he  fucceeded  with  his  hands."  Vide  la 
motte,  obf.  281.  8c  282.  and  portal,  obf.  1. 
k  11, 
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dr.  burton  has  given  a  cafe,  where  he  was 
fent  for  to  a  perfon,  who  they  faid  had  got  a 
very  h*rd  fwelling  at  the  pit  of  her  ftomach, 
and   could  not  lie  down.    At  his  arrival,  he 
found  the  child's  head  (the  woman  being  within 
a  month  of  her  reckoning)  as  high  as  the  pro- 
cerus enjiformis,  projecting  very  much  outwards. 
The  woman  vomited  frequently,  efpecially  if  fhe 
eat  any  thing  folid,  although  no  bigger  than  a 
walnut ;  wherefore  he  ordered  her  to  take  no  kind 
of  food  but  fpooh  meats,  and  a  gentle  opiate  for 
two  or  three  nights ;  after  which  fhe  continued 
to  the  end  of  her  term,  having  only  now  and 
then  a  flight  puking,  or  provocation  to  vomit ; 
he  told  her  friends  that  as  the  child's  head  was 
fo  high  up,  and  fo  ftrongly  comprefs'd,  he  did 
imagine  the  woman  would  have  a  precematural 
labour,  becaufe  there  was  not  room  for  the  child 
to  turn  with  its  head  downwards  ;  which  accord- 
ingly happened  as  he  had  prognofticated :  when 
he  was  fent  for  to  deliver  her,  the  child  prefen- 
ted  with  its  buttocks;  he  foon  got  the  feet,  and 
brought  forth  a  lufty  living  child. 

WHAT 
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what  follows  is  from  smellie,  vol.3,  p.  73. 
he  mentions  a  cafe  where  the  nates  preferred,  and 
he  efife&ed  the  delivery  with  much  difficulty 
with  his  hands  only  :  p.  75  of  the  fame  volume, 
he  defcribes  another  cafe  wherein  the  breech  pre- 
ferred, and  the  head  was  delivered  according  to 
da  venter's  method:  p.  77.   we  meet  with  a 
breech  cafe  from  dr.  tathwell,  of  Stamford, 
in  which  the  child  was  dead,  and  delivered  foot- 
ling by  the  hands:  p.  78.  the  breech  prefenting; 
the  thighs  to  the  ijchium  low  down  and  turned  to 
the  pubis ;  the  child  extracted  by  the  hands : 
p.  80.  the  breech  prefenting,  and  the  thighs  to 
the  pubis;  the  delivery  effected  by  the  hands: 
p.  84.  a  cafe  of  the  breech  prefenting,  and  the 
delivery  aflTifted  with  the  curve  at  the  handle  of 
the  blunt  hook,  and  a  fillet  or  limber  garter: 
p.  88.  the  breech  prefenting  at  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  and  the  thighs  to  the  left  fide ;  delivered 
with  the  hands:  p.  89.  the  breech  prefenting  at 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  the  child  large,  and  the 
thighs  to  the  pubis;  the  patient  troubled  with 
floodings;  davlnteu's  method  tried  in  vain; 

and 
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and  a  fuccefsful  attempt  to  deliver  with  the  hand : 
p.  g i.  the  breech  prefented  the  thighs  to  the 
facrum,  and  the  pelvis  diftorted ;   delivered  by 
the  hands:   p.  94.   the  breech  prefenting,  the 
pelvis  narrow,  and  the  .thighs  to  the  pubis;  the 
child  brought  down,  and  delivered  by  the  hand: 
p.  96.  the  breech  prefented;  the  body  and  arms 
delivered  by  a  midwife,  and  the  head  by  the 
hands  of  the  operator:  p.  100.  the  body  of  a 
child  delivered,  and  the  forehead  detained  above 
the  pubis,  but  delivered  by  the  hands:  p.  ipi. 
the  breech  prefented,  the  child  was  delivered  by 
the  hand;  a  flooding  came  on  after  delivery,  and 
the  woman  died:  p.  102.  the  breech  prefented  ; 
a  flooding  came  on  afcer  delivery ;  the  child  de- 
livered with  the  hands,  and  the  woman  died  : 
and  103.  he  has  given  another  cafe,  in  a  letter 
from  mr.  ayr,  where  the  breech  prefented,  and 
the  delivery  was  effected  by  the  hands, 

dr.  astruc  fays,  "  as  foon  as  it  is  certain 
that  the  breech  prefents,  the  fhoTteft  and  mo  ft 
certain  way  is  to  rupture  the  membranes,  dif- 
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charge  the  waters,  Teturn  the  child  back,  and 
deliver  it  by  its  feet.  Some  people,  affeit,  that 
if  the  breech  of  the  child  is  fo  flrongly  rivetted 
in  the  moath  of  the  womb  and  pelvis,  that  its 
reduifiion  would  be  very  difficult;  a  labour  may 
be  permitted  to  go  on  in  this  manner,  and  the 
child  be  delivered  bent  double,  which  appears 
to  him,  he  fays,  always  a  very  imprudent  con- 

dua." 

WiiTiN  the  nates  offer,  it  is  fometimes  difficult 
to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  head,  efpecially 
whiift  they  are  high  in  the  pelvis,  the  amnion 
tumour  preceding  them,  and  are  defcending  a 
little  before  the  other  :  but  after  the  membranes 
are  broke,  and  the  nates  are  advanced  near  the 
middle  of  the  pelvis,  they  are  then  known  by  the 
following  marks :  namely,  they  feel  fmooth  and 
flefhy  ;  their  form  is  not  fo  globular  as  that  of 
the  head  ;  and  when  thev  are  preffed  hard  by 
the  point  of  the  finger,  they  are  found  to  be 
very  firm,  and  not  fo  equal  in  their  convexhics 
as  ihcfe  of  the  bones  of  the  fcull  when  they  pre- 

fent 


[   59  ] 

fent  together ;  a  /ulcus  may  be  felt  running  acrofsr 
the  apex  of  that  part  which  piefents :  and  as  they 
defcend  lower,  the  external  parts  of  generation  be- 
come  fo   much  tumified  by   the  compreffion 
above,  as  to  project  confiderably  from  this  Jul-  ■ 
cus :  nay,  if  it  is  a  male,  the  /crotum  is  often 
Ave  lied  very  much,  and  looks  livid  for  fome 
days  after  the  birth,  but  recovers  its  natural 
(fate  in  about  a  week;  beGdes  the  above  fymp- 
toms,  the  child  being  compreffed  in  this  double 
poGtion,  as  foon  as  the  membranes  break,  the 
meconium  iffues  forth  fometimes  in  very  large 
quantities.     When  the  pelvis  is  of  an  ordinary 
Gze  and  form,  the  natural  efforts  will  commonly 
bring  forth  the  child  in  this  poGtion,  without 
any  remarkable  difficulty,  unlefs  it  be  very  large, 
or  the  orifice  unufually  rigid ;  if  fo,  the  birth  is 
extremely  laborious,  yet  will  be  effected  by  the 
woman's  endeavours.    In   fome  cafes  I  have 
brought  down  the  feet;  but  in  mod  cafes  of  this» 
kind,  which  have  occurred  to  me,  the  nates  have 
been  low  in  the  pelvis,  before  I  could  be  cer- 
tain it  was  them  ;  that  I  have  thought  it  beft  to 
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let  the  birth  go  on  Its  own  way,  till  the  legs  were 
fairly  out  of  the  os  vagina",  by  allowing  it  to 
proceed  thus,  I  have  never  known  any  harm  be- 
fal  mother  or  child;  neverthelefs,  I  own  I  had 
fiill  a  notion  of  paffing  up  the  hand  to  bring 
down  the  feet,  provided  the  orifices  were  open 
enough  to  admit  of  it,  and  the  nates  diftinguifhed 
before  they  were  defcended  low  into  the  pelvis. 

dr.  johnson  tells  us  he  had  fome  talk  with 
dr.  hunter  upon  this  fubjeel:;  whofe  opinion  it 
was,  "  that  it  is  much  fafer,  both  for  the  mother 
and  the  child,  to  let  the  child  come  double,  than 
to  bring  down  the  feet ;  all  the  difadvantage  accru- 
ing to  the  mother,  from  fuch  practice  is,  only  a 
longer  and  harder  labour ;  from  which,  how- 
ever, fhe  will  recover  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
more  eafy;  and  fhe  is  fecured  againft  all  the 
misfortunes  that  might  happen  from  unnatural 
violence  of  introducing  a  hand,  and  bringing 
down  the  feet:  an  operation,  which  cannot  al- 
ways be  done  with  perfect  fafety ;  with  regard  to 
the  child,  he  think  this  the  only  method  of  fa- 
ying 


[    6i  ] 

ving  it,  in  this  as  well  as  a  natural  Gtuation,  the 
getting  the  head  of  the  child  to  pafs  is  the  greatcft 
difficulty :  the  paffage  of  the  head,  which  comes 
into  the  world  firft,  may  fafely  be  made  the 
work  of  many  hours ;  fo,  that  the  head  gradu- 
ally lengthens  and  grows  fmaller  in  the  fame 
proportion ;  but,  in  the  other  cafe,  the  head, 
the  part  of  great  difficulty,  comes  into  the  world 
laft:  and,  when  all  but  the  head  is  born,  the 
child  is  fo  circumftanced,  with  refpecl  to  the  na- 
vel firing,  that  if  it  remains  any  time  in  that  po- 
fition,  it  will  be  certainly  loft:  upon  this  ac- 
count, the  operator  is  under  a  neceffity  of  finifh- 
ing  that  part  of  the  delivery  with  fome  difpatch: 
and,  in  order  to  facilitate  this  laft  part,  it  is 
better  that  all  the  parts  fhould  have  been  pre- 
vioufly  well  opened  by  natural  pains".  Thus 
far  dr.  hunter — and,  with  all  due  deference,  I 
fhall  beg  permiffion  to  obferve ;  if  the  pelvis  be 
well  formed,  and  the  woman  has  had  many  chil- 
dren, it  may  be  right  to  fuffer  the  fcetus  to  gra- 
dually defcend  with  the  labour  pains,   in  the 

above- 
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above-mentioned  direction ;  but,  in  cafe  of  flood- 
ings  and  convulfions,  ox  a  narrow  pelvis,  there 
appears  no  impropriety,  if  called  in  time,  to 
raife  the  breech  above  the  Jpnphyjis  of  the 
pubes,  and  expeditioufly  bring  down  the  feet. 
A  prolapjus  of  the  funis,  or  the  compreffion  of 
it,  either  between  the  thighs  of  the  child,  or 
between  that  and  any  part  of  the  pelvis,  by 
which  the  life  of  the  child  is  brought  into  im- 
mediate  danger,  by  the  impoffibility  of  reducing 
the  chord  above  the  part  which  prefents,  will 
alfo  ever  be  found,  an  irrefifiible  objection  to  the 
general  rule,  of  conCdering  the  treatment  of  a 
breech  prefentatfon  in  the  fame  light  as  a  natural 
labour. 


CASE 
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CASE  XL 

JTlL  10UNG   married  lady,   in  the  fourth 
month  of  pregnancy  with  her  firft  child,  in  the 
year  1763.    complained  of  pain  and  heat  in 
making  water;  thirft,  fever,  and  lofs  of  appe- 
tite ;  her  complexion  became  pale  and  {ickly ; 
fhe    had   foetid    difcharges    from    the  vagina 
which  tinged  her  linen  of  a  greenifh  hue ;  the 
labia  were  fwelled,  hard  and  inflamed ;  fhe  had 
excrefcences  in  the  groin,  and  the  nymphce  were 
much  enlarged.    The  infection  was  too  plain  to 
be  miftaken  ;  befides,  the  frank  confeffion  of  her 
partner,  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  complaint, 
or  fuppofe  it  to  have  arifen  from  the  Jluor  alius ; 
to  which  it  had,  a  few  days  before  I  faw  her, 
been  imputed  by  a  neighbouring  apothecary,  to 

whom 
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whom  flic  had  applied.     A  fortnight  had  clapfcd 
fince  the  virus  was  received ;  her  habit  of  body 
was  good;  her  mind,  though  uneafy,  not  extra- 
ordinarily diftreffcd ;  and  her  resolution  obligingly 
formed  to  obey  my  advice  and  directions.    I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  cure,  by  taking  nine  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  arm,  directing  a  flender  regimen, 
and  giving  cooling  aperients,  to  keep  the  body 
gently  lax;  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  pans 
affected  to  be  cleanfed  with  a  fpunge  of  warm 
milk  and  water,  twice  or  thrice  in  a  day;  by 
which  means,  the  heat  and  inflammation,  in  a 
few  clays,  were  much  abated :  and  every  third 
night,  at  bed  time,  the  patient  took  a  pill,  contain- 
ing three  grains  of  calomel,  two  of  fcammony,  two 
of  camphire,  and  half  a  grain  of  opium,  occafion- 
ally,  ufing  aperients  on  the  intermediate  days.  At 
the  end  of  a  month,  the  difeafe  appeared  fo  to- 
tally lubdued,  that  flie  had  not  one  veflige  of 
it  remaining;  yet,   as  a  neccfTary  precaution,  I 
thought  it  advifeable  to   give  her  fix  ounces 
of  the  dccoclion  of  Jarjaparilla,   to  be  taken 

twice 
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twice  a  dav,  for  a  month  longer,  when  it 
was  entirely  left .  off;  and  fhe  went  her  full 
time,  without  any  further  complaint,  had  an 
eafy  natural  labour,  and  brought  forth  a  fine 
healthv  child. 

DR.   GEORGE  MACAULEY,   in    the    2d  volume  of 

medical  obfervations  and  enquiries,  has  pub- 
liflied  the  cafe  of  a  pregnant  woman,  affecYcd  by 
the  lues  venerea,  whom  he  relieved  by  virtue  of 
a  folution  of  the  corrolive  fublimate ;  twenty 
grains  had  been  diffolved  in  a  pint  of  French 
branclv ;  of  which  he  gave  her  half  a  fpoonful 
at  firft  every  night  only,  and  afterwards  every 
night,  befides  uGng  a  lotion,  diluted  with  four 
times  its  quantity  of  warm  water,  as  a  topical 
remedy  for  fome  venereal  warts  about  the  anus 
and  perinceum:  he  adds,  fhe  was  taken  in  labour 
at  the  end  of  feven  months  of  a  very  fmall 
child,  whofe  fkin  was  clear  and  free  from  ble- 
mifh:  it  was,  he  fays,  no  unufual  thing  to  her 
to  be  thus  prematurely  delivered ;  as  with  her 
two  former  children  fhe  had  been  brought  to-bed 

K  at 
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at  leaft  fix  weeks  fooner  than  (he  fhould  have 
been.  The  remains  of  the  venereal  virus  broke 
out  again,  about  fix  weeks  after  her  delivery,  and 
was  entirely  fubducd  by  a  continuance  of  the 
folution :  he  mentions  another  cafe,  in  which  the 
patient  was  infe&ed  in  the  firft  month  of  her  firft 
pregnancy,  and  cured,  he  fays,  by  the  fame 
medicine;  but  fhe  likewife,  unfortunately,  came 
about  the  end  of  the  feventh  month;  the  child 
was  born  alive,  but  looked  difeafed,  and  died 
in  an  hour  or  two. — On  the  whole,  the  folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate  feems,  in  this  cafe,  to  be 
a  good  palliative ;  and,  from  the  above  account, 
but  little  farther  to  be  depended  on. 


CASE 
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CASE  XII. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN     A     LETTER    TO    THE    I  ATI 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

"  20  JANUARY,   If 6^ 

M  DEAR  SIR, 

I  "  B  E 1 N  G  juft  recovered  from  the 

14  fatigue  of  one  of  the  moft  melancholy  cafes 
"  that  can  happen  in  midwifery,  I  embrace  the 
"  firft  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  circum- 
"  ftantial  detail  thereof,  as  follows : — The  mo- 
u  ther  is  of  very  fmall  flature,  deformed,  and 
"  fcarcely  turned  of  feventeen  years  of  age;  fhe 

K  a  "  laboured 
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'  laboured  under  ricketty  diforders  in  her  in- 
'  fancy,  and  is  of  a  very  lax  and  tender  habit 
'  of  body,  which  has  been  increafed  during  her 
'  pregnancy  to  a  flate  of  weaknefs,  "through  the 
'  extreme  indigence  of  her  circumftances.  About 
four  months  fince  flie  informed  me  of  her  de- 
fire  that  I  fhould  attend  her  labour ;  which, 
from  the  deformity  of  her  fhape,  debility  of 
conftitution,  and  depreffion  of  fpirits,  I  was 
induced  to  prognofticate  would  not  prove  the 
molt  favourable,  and  therein  was  not  decei- 
ved.   On  the  12th  inflant  I  received  a  mef- 
fage  to'  attend  her;  and,  upon  examination, 
found  the  os  tinea  very  high  up,  inclining  to 
the  left  fide,  fliort,  and  a  little  moift,  but  its 
aperture  entirely  clofed :  upon  which,  after  in- 
forming the  attendants  that  her  uneafmefs  did 
not  proceed  from  labour,  and  giving  her  a. 
paregoric  I  left  her.    On  the  19th.  about  ele- 
ven in  the  evening,  I  received  a  fecond  ap-. 
plication,  and  coming  to  her  found  the  os  tinea 
flill  very  high  up,  mod  to  the  left  fide,  but  a. 
little  open,  and  the  mucus  beginning  to  defcend.. 

"  I  could 
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"  I  could  juft  feel  the  membranes  through  the 
•'opening;  the  pains  were  weak,  and  returned 
•'  at  intervals  of  about  an  hour.  As  there  was 
"  every  probability  of  a  lingering  labour,  and 
the  patient  was  extremely  depreffed  and  reft- 
»«  lefs,  I  gave  her  an  anodyne  draught,  and  ad- 
"  vifed  her  to  be  undreffed  and  put  into  bed, 
"  which  was  done  ;  and  foon  after  finding  her 
"  afleep,  about  nine  in  the  evening  I  left  her; 
"  I  was  not  called  again  till  twelve  the  next  day, 
"  when  I  attended,  and  found  the  pains  in- 
"  creafed,  the  os  tinea  opened  to  near  the 
"  breadth  of  an  half  crown,  and  a  formation  of 
"  the  waters,  in  a  fmall  bag,  protruding  through 
*'  it.  I  now  patiently  fat  down,  and  took  every 
"  care  to  prevent  her  being  too  much  fatigued. 
"  The  pains  were  but  flight,  and  recurred  about 
"  every  twenty  minutes  or  half  hour,  at  fartheft, 
*'  till  near  nine  o'clock  the  following  morning, 
"  when  the  membranes  broke,  the  waters  were 
"  evacuated,  the  pains  grew  ftronger,  and  the 
♦*  head  advanced  full  two  thirds  into  the  pelvis.  I 

"  began 
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"  began  to  imagine  the  event  would  be  much  hap* 
"  pier  than  I  had  before  expecled  ;  but  was  alarmed 
"  to  find  the  head  uncommonly  large,  and  make 
*'  no  advance,  though  the  pains  were  flrong  and 
"  forcible.  Upon  further  examination,  I  difcove- 
"  red  the  vertebra  of  the  facrum  confiderably  jetting 
"  in,  fo  that  the  diflance  between  the  pubis  and 
"  facrum  could  not  be  more  than  three  inches. 
44  There  was  a  great  laxity  of  the  bones  of  the 
"  head,  which  prcfented  with  the  ear  to  the  os 
"  tinea.  I  concealed  my  furprize  as  much  as 
"  poffible;  had  it  frequently  in  idea  to  endea- 
"  vour  to  turn  the  child,  and  deliver  footling ; 
*'  but  from  the  large  fize  of  the  head,  and  the 
"  narrownefs  of  the  pelvis.,  was  deterred  from 
attempting  it ;  and  after  waiting  twenty  hours 
*•  from  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  the  pa- 
44  tient  becoming  low.weak,  and  often  fainting,  and 
"  the  women  rather  violent  and  clamorous,  I  fig- 
44  nified,  that  they  could  but  be  fenfible  how  much 
44  patience  and  tendernefs  I  had  ufed,  and  had  left 
44  as  much  to  nature  as  was  fafe;  that  the  life 

44  of 
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»'  of  the  mother  was  now  in  the  utmoft  danger, 
"  and  that  I  mull  proceed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
"  to  fave  her  life,  if  pofftble,  as  that  of  the 
4<  child  was  of  the  leafl  confequence  ;  befides, 
"  that  I  did  apprehend  the  child  was  already 
"  dead:  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  that  opi- 
**  nion,  from  the  cold  chills  which  feized  the 
"  mother,  the  dark  colour  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
"  and  a  putrid  flench  arifing  from  the  uterus, 
"  The  attendants  were  fatisfied  with  my  deter- 
u  mination;  and  as  the  head  was  low  enough 

down,  and  its  fnuation  afcertained,  I  had  the 
"  woman  placed  in  a  proper  pofition,  and  with 
"  fome  difficulty  after  gaining  admiffion  for 
"  one  hand,  introduced  a  blade  of  the  forceps ; 
"  but  in  vain  were  my  efforts  to  get  the  other 
"  up  on  the  oppofite  fide;  upon  which,  I  with- 
"  drew  that  already  fixed :  and,  as  the  patient 
"  grew  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  women  con- 
V  eluded  her  at  the  verge  of  death,  turned  all 
*'  my  thoughts  to  the  crotchet,  and  was  refolved 

to  make  the  laft  effort,  by  opening  the  head, 
"  and  extracting  with  that  inftrument,  which  I  di-» 

44  redly 
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"  rcclly  fat  about,  and  cautioufly  introducing  the 
"  long  fciffars  into  the  vagina,  with  their  points 
"  carefully  guarded,  perforated  the  cranium, 
with  a  boring  kind  of  motion,  till  they  had 
*•  paffed  up  to  the  rings,  which  the  fciffars 
•-'  were  made  with  inftead  of  refts,  to  prevent 
"  any  contufion  the  foft  parts  of  the  woman 
"  might  otherwife  fuffer,  in  time  of  ufing  themi 
"  made  a  full  opening  in  the  cranium,  and  eva- 
"  cuated  the  brain  with  the  blunt  hook,  with 
"  which  I  endeavoured  to  deliver  the  head ;  but 
u  finding  it  impracticable,  and  the  dangerous 
"  ftate  of  the  woman  admitting;  of  no  de!av,  I 
"  fixed  both  crotchets,  and  with  much  force  and- 
M  difficulty  made  the  extraction  of  the  head, 
.  "  with  the  face  to  the  pubis.  The  inftruments 
"  appeared  to  have  been  applied  exactly  behind  each 
"  car ;  the  fhoulders  occafioned  me  much  obftruc- 
"  tion,  and  were  delivered  with  the  blunt  hook, 
"  alternately  applied  under  each  arm  pit,  and  the 
*'  body,  with  difficulty,  followed.  On  examining 
"  the  head,  the  opening  with  the  fciffars  appeared 
11  to  have  been  made  thro'  the  right  parietal  bone. 

The 
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1  The  patient,  during  the  whole  of  this  diflref- 
'  fing  procefs,  remained  in  a  fainting  fit.  The 
■  placenta  was  delivered  foon  after  the  child ; 
'  when,  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  with  every 
1  one  in  the  room,  whether  the  woman  was  dead 
'  or  alive.    She  flooded,  and  the  pulfe  was  not 
1  perceptible.    I  applied  ligatures  to  the  extre- 
'  mities,  and  dipping  a  fpunge  in  red  wine,  in 
'  which   alum  was  diffolved,    introduced  my 
1  hand,  and  fqueezed  it  out  into  the  vagina; 
at  the  fame  time,  external  refrigerant  applica- 
cations  were  not  omitted,  and,  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, I  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  fee  the  poor 
wretch  open  her  eyes  ;  the  pulfe  returned,  but 
was  very  weak ;  her  lips  looked  lefs  livid,  and 
fhe  complained  of  pain,  from  the  tightnefs  of  the  , 
ligatures  round  her  arms  and  legs ;  I  gently 
flackened  them,  and  gave  her  fome  lavender 
drops  upon  fugar ;  a  fainting  fit  returning,  the  li- 
gatures were  again  tightened  ;  the  pulfe  was  again 
almoft  imperceptible  ;  fhe  fell  into  a  doze,  and  a 
warm  perfpiration  coming  on,  the  pulfe  became 
fUonger,  and  the  ligatures  were  taken  off.  I 
L  "  got 
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"  got  down  a  little  nourifhment,  and  after  waiting 
'*  with    her  fomc  time,    gave  her  a  cordial 
"  draught,  with  a  few  drops  of  elixir  paregori- 
u  cum,  and  took  my  leave.    Ycfterday  morning 
"  I  vifited  her,  and  was  pleafed  to  find  that  fhe 
"  had  fleptmofl:  part  of  the  night,  and  the  faint- 
"  ing  fit  and  flooding  had  not  returned.  This 
*'  morning  I  have  feen  her  again,  and,  except 
'*  flight  pains  which  (he  complains  of  high  up 
"  in  the  belly,  fhe  has  no  one  fymptom  of  dan- 
M  ger.    There  is  rather  too  great  a  tcnfion  of 
**  the  abdomen,   for  which  I  have   ordered  an 
"  emollient  fomentation :  fhould  thefe  pains  pro- 
"  ceed  from  any  injury  done  the  uterus,  I  fear 
41  her  fituation  may  be  ftill  far  rom  fafe. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  earneflly  recommend- 
"  ing  this  cafe  to  your  kind  confideration ;  and 
"  fhall  duly  efleem  the  favour  of  your  an- 
"  fwer. 

««  I  am,  Sec." 


P.  S.  PRAV 
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P.  S.    pray,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the 

"  TIRE-A-TETE    and    NEXT    of  MAURICEAU.    I 

"  have  lately  got  an  English  tranflation  of  da- 
•*  venter's  midwifery.  Your  fentiments  on 
"  which,  will  much  oblige  me." 


THE  ANSWER. 

u  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  AM  glad  to  find  opportunities 
"  offer  in  midwifery. — The  manner  of  treating 
"  the  patient  you  mention,  was  undoubtedly 
"  good ;  it  was  a  long,  difagreeable,  and  tirefome 
*'  labour.  The  forceps  not  fucceeding  by  gentle 
"  means,  you  did  right  in  opening  the  head,  and 
*'  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe  juflified  the 
u  operation  j  efpecially,  as  you  had  evident  figns 

L  a  "  of 
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**  of  the  child's  death.  It  has  been  the  opi- 
'*  nion  of  many  eNglish  and  french  authors, 
"  that  there  frequently  have  been  laborious  la- 
"  bours,  when  the  vertex  has  firft  offered;  but  in 
"  all  the  difficult  ones  I  have  attended,  where 
"  the  head  has  prefented,  the  ear  was  the 
"  part  next  the  os  tinea.  It  is  very  feldom  a 
"  labour  can  require  the  ufe  of  inflruments,  and 
"  they  ought  never  to  be  haflily  ufed.  Some 
"  os  tineas  will  take  much  longer  time  for  dila- 
"  tation  than  others.  Patience  is  a  venerable 
"  maxim,  particularly  in  the  profeffion  of  mid- 
"  wifery.    la  motte  had  this  virtue  in  great 

perfection,  and  was  commendable  for  fubmit- 
"  ting  fo  much  to  providence,  and  the  decifion 
"  of  nature;  who,  when  flie  finds  a  difficulty 
"  attending  the  exclufion  of  the  fcelus,  will  fome- 
"  dines  take  two,  three,  four,  or  even  five  or  fix 

days,  to  prepare  the  paffage,  by  lubricating  it 
"  with  a  mucus  ;  (a  wife  provifion,  without 
•«  which,  more  births  would  be  laborious  than 
"there  are)  and  then  will  make  her  lafl 
"  effort  with  the  utmoft  force ;  which  is  gene- 

"  rally 
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rally  very  dcclfive,  unlefs  the  child  fliould  be 
too  large,  pretevnaturally  fituated,  or  the  pelvis 
"  too    narrow.    The  former  practice  of  turn- 
"  ing  the  child,  and  bringing  it  away  by  the 
"  feet,  when  the  head  has  been  confined  in  the 
"  vagina,  is  now  difcarded,  and  the  forceps, 
"  which  is  always  preferable  to  the  fillet,  fubfti- 
"  tuted  in  its  flead.    The  crotchet  fhould  ever 
"  be  ufed  with  the  greateft  caution.    You  was 
"  acquainted  with  the  width  of  the  pelvis,  other- 
"  wife  your  operation  might  not  have  turned 
"  out    fo  favorable.    A  great  care  fhould  be 
M  taken  in  the  delivery,  that  the  uterus  is  not 
"  torn  j  fhould  that  be  the  cafe,  it  is  not  one 
"  time  in  an  hundred  that  the  woman  furvives. 
"  They  formerly  ufed  the  firait  crotchet ;  but  the 
"  curved  one  is   the   mofl  ufeful,   being  in- 
"  troduced  under  the  direction  of  the  hand,  and 
"  fixt  behind  the  ear;  one  crotchet,  in  general, 
"  will  do  with  the  hand  paffed  up  the  oppofite 
"  fide  to  affifl  it,  when  the  pulling  force  is  made. 
"  Should  this  not  fucceed,  two  crotchets  muft 
"  be   ufed.    The    nett   and   tire-a-tete  of 

L  3  "  MAUR1CEAU, 
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14  mauriceau,  are  but  of  little  ufe;  although 
"  he  affirms  his  tire-a-tete  to  be  incompara- 
"  bly  better  than  the  crotchet.  —  da  venter's 
"  book  is  authentic,  and  may  be  depended  on.— » 
"  I  dare  fay  your  patient  will  do  well. — Go  on 
41  and  profper ;  and  believe  me,  with  all  poffible 
"  refpect,  to  be,  Sec." 


dionis  treats  of  laborious  and  difficult  la- 
bours, book  iii.  chap.  g. — mauriceau,  p.  193, 
and  daventer,  chap.  27. — giffard,  cafe  141. 
fpeaks  of  a  delivery,  where  the  head  prefented, 
acid  fluck  in  the  paffage,  from  the  bending  in  of 
the  os  Jacrum:  cafe  182.  he  gives  another  in- 
ftance,  where  the  head  being  too  large,  fluck  in 
the  paffage:  and  cafe  193.  another,  where  the 
fide  of  the  head  prefenting  firft,  the  face  of  the 
child  being  turned  towards  the  mother's  right  os 
ilium,  was  in  a  like  predicament:  his  cafes  195. 
8c  196.  defcribe  two  deliveries,  where  the  chil- 
dren prefented  with  the  head  foremofl,  which  alio 
iluck  in  the  paffage  :  and  cafes  198,  199,  200, 

k  201, 
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&  201,  contain  fimilar  inftances :  in  all  which, 
as  well  as  in  many  others,  he  fucceeded  by  the 
ufe  of  his  extractor  ;  a  print,  and  explana- 
tion of  that  inflrument,  as  improved  by  the  late 
mr.  freke,  furgeon  to  st.  Bartholomew's 
hospital,  is  prefixed  to  his  cases  in  mid- 
wifery; revifed  and  publiflied  in  1734.  by 

EDWARD  HODY,  M.  Dt  &  F.  R.  S. 

see  a  particular  obfervation  of  la  motte's, 
p.  220  :  and  astruc,  p.  98.  very  judicioufly 
expatiates  on  the  difficulties  which  proceed  from 
the  bad  conformation  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis. 

dr.  pugh  in  his  treatife  of  midwifery,  fpeaks 
in  an  experienced  manner  of  the  extraordinary 
fize  of  the  head ;  the  narrow  or  bad  form  of  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  of  the  head  being  fixed  in 
the  paffage,  and  the  inflrumental  delivery  thereof. 

dr.  smellie,  vol.  iii.  gives  a  laborious  birth, 
occafioned  by  the  large  fize  of  the  child,  and 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  pelvis,  in  which  he  deli- 

L  4  vered 
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vered  with  the  blunt  hook:  in  a  fecond  labo- 
rious cafe ;  the  head  being  low,  he  attempted 
fir  ft.  to  turn,  and  tried  the  fillet,  but  was  obliged 
to  deliver  with  the  crotchet,    the  child  being 
dead,  and  the  abdomen  fwellcd:  he  relates  a  third 
laborious  cafe;  where  the  head  of  the  child  was 
high  in  a  narrow  pelvis,  and  delivered  with  the 
hand  and  blunt  hook  or  crotchet :  a  fourth  labo- 
rious cafe,  in  a  very  narrow  and  diflorted  pel- 
vis ;  in  which  the  child  was  delivered  with  the 
curved  crotchet  with  its  fheath,  to  guard  the 
point:  a  fifth,  where  the  pelvis  was  narrow,  and 
the  child  large,  and  delivered  with  two  crotchets: 
a  fixth,  where  the  pelvis  was  narrow,  the  head 
large,  and  delivered  with  the  crotchet:  a  feventh, 
where  the  delivery  was  effected  by  the  crotchet ; 
an  eighth,  in  which  the  head  of  the  foelus  was 
high  in  the  pelvis,   and  prematurely  delivered 
with  the  crotchet :  a  ninth  and  tenth,  two  cafes, 
wherein  the  crotchet  was  employed :  an  eleventh, 
where  the  head  was  prematurely  ppened  by  a  practi- 
tioner:  a  twelfth,  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  deli- 
ver with  the  affiftance  of  the  (harp  and  blunt 

crotchets : 
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crotchets  :  a  thirteenth,  where  the  arm  and  head 
of  the  falus  prefented  ;  the  laft  opened,  and 
delivered  with  the  forceps  :  a  fourteenth,  in  which 
the  delivery  was  affifted  by  the  crotchets,  after 
the  forceps  had  been  tried  in  vain:  a  fifteenth, 
where  the  delivery  was  effected  by  the  crotchets : 
a  fixteenth,  where  the  patient  was  delivered  by 
the  crotchet :  a  feventeenth,  in  which  the  child 
was  extracted  piece-meal,  writh  the  fciffars  and 
blunt  hooks :  and  an  eighteenth,  where  the  head 
was  delivered  with  the  crotchet: — dr.  johnsow 
fays,  he  faw  a  pelvis,  of  fo  fmall  a  fize,  though 
very  well  fhaped ;  as  to  meafure,  only  four 
inches  between  the  ilia,  and  fcarcely  two  and 
a  half  from  the  angle,  of  the  Jacrum  to  the 
Jymphijis  of  the  pales:  a  mature  child  (after  an 
experienced  and  very  ingenious  operator  had 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  fave  it  as  well  as 
the  mother)  was  obliged  to  be  extracted  through 
this  pelvis  by  the  crotchet :  he  alfo  defcribes  a 
pelvis  in  dr.  hunter's  mufeum,  of  a  moft  parti- 
cular conftruclion  and  diflortion:  and  another  in 
the  fame  refpeclable  collection,  extremely  de- 
formed, 
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formed,  and  fo  very  fmall,  that  the  widcft  part 
of  the  brim  is  not  above  an  inch;  he  avers,  the 
whole  flruclure  of  it  to  be  apparently  oppofke 
to  the  means  of  procreation :  and  likevvife  relates 
the  cafe  of  a  poor  woman,  to  whom  dr.  kellv 
was  called  by  rar.  ford,  a  furgeon,  in  long 
lane,  southwark;    the  pelvis,  from  the  pro- 
jection of  the  Jacrum,    to  the  Jymphijis  of  the 
pitbes,  could  not,  he  fays,  be  more   than  the 
diflancc  of  two  inches  ;  it  was  thought  advife- 
able  to  make  a  free  opening  in  the  cranium,  eva- 
cuate its  contents,  and  then  leave  it  to  collapfe 
and    fettle    into    the  pelvis    gradually,  which 
was  done,  and  the  next  day,   the  head  w:as 
found  fo  far  advanced,  as  to  be  brought  forth 
in   a  little  time,  with  the  help  of   the  blunt 
hook ;  which  was  alfo  employed  for  the  deli- 
very of  the  fhoulders.  —  I  have  to  obferve,  that 
the  method  ufed  with  this  woman,  might  be 
taken,  with  fome  degree  of  fafety,  and  the  delivery 
thus  treated,  rendered  more  eafy  by  the  gradual 
defcenfion  of  the  head  into  the  pelvis',  cfpeci- 
ally,  as  the  patient  was  in  no  immediate  danger; 

but 
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but  in  the  cafe,  which  occurred  to  me  as  above, 
no  advantage  whatever  could  have  been  expected, 
from  waiting  any  lengdi  of  time,  after  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  cranium :  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
weak  and  dangerous  ftate,  to  which  my  patient  was 
reduced,  fuch  fufpenfion  mufi  have  proved  fatal. 
>. — The  narrownefs  or  diftortion  of  the  pelvis,  is 
univerfally  allowed  to  caufe  the  mofi  difficult  and 
dangerous  parturition  ;  for  when  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  which  fhould  meafure  five  inches  and  a 
half  from  fide  to  fide,  and  about  four  and  a 
quarter  from  Jacrum  to  pubis;  in  its  ftead,  we 
unhappily  meet  with  a  diftance  of,  perhaps,  only 
one  inch  and  a  half,  two  inches,  or  at  mofl,  not 
more  than  three  from  fide  to  fide ;  and  the  nar- 
rownefs is  confined  to  the  brim,  or  the  pelvis,  in 
this  part,  be  well  proportioned,  and  the  lumbar 
vertebra  projeft  over  the  Jacrum,  as  in  the  cafe 
contained  in  my  laft  letter,  and  the  child  be  too 
bulky  to  pafs — deflruclive  inftruments,  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  fize  of  the  head,  muft  be  ufed;  a  dif- 
agreeable  neceffity,  wherein  the  length  of  time, 
between  the  evacuation  of  the  cranium  and  its 

total 
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total  extraction,  can  only  be  determined  by  the 
flate  of  the  patient :  intenfely  affecting,  as  fuch 
operations  rauft  ever  prove-»how  comparatively 
lefs  horrid  and  dangerous  do  they  appear,  than 
the  cajarian  JeBion,  or  the  new  operation  of  cut- 
ting the  fjmphifis  of  the  pubis,  at  which  I  fhud- 
der;  and  mean  neither  to  offend  or  cenfure  the 
ingenious  advocates  for  this  mpff  extraordinary 
operation,  when  I  take  the  liberty  to  declare,  that 
I  can  never  think  favorably  of  it:  and  much 
to  be  revered,  as  all  difcoveries,  for  preferving 
the  lives  of  our  fellow  creatures  are  ;  this  appears 
to  be  one  of  thofe,  whofe  fafety  and  general  uti- 
lity, I  am  of  opinion,  will  not  foon  eftablifh. 
and  confirm  its  practice. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIII. 

T  HE  ninth  of  may,  1763.  I  was  called  to 
affift  a  patient,  whofe   labour  had  continued 
three  fucceflive  days  and  nights;  (he  had  been, 
attended  by  a  woman  midwife,  who  had  fre- 
quently promifed  an   immediate   delivery,  but 
without  effect :  fhe  appeared  anxious  and  much 
depreffed,  and  the  women  worn  out  with  the 
fatigue  of  long  attendance :  after  waiting  about 
twenty  minutes,  and  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
flight  pain,  I  examined  her,  and  found  the  os 
iinca  high  up  againft  the  facrum,  almoft  out  of 
reach,  rigid,  and  but  little  dilated.    The  woman 
had  a  very  pendulous  belly,  was  of  a  large  make, 
corpulent,  and  had  borne  feveral  children ;  with 
every  one  of  whom  I  was  informed,  flie  had 
fuffcred  a  long  and  tedious  labour.    After  allu- 
ring 
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ring  the  attendants  that  much  time  would  be  ftill 
required,  before  there  could  be  any  poffibility  of 
delivering  her,  I  got  the  patient  to  bed,  gave 
her  an  opiate,  and  difmiffed  them  ;  then  defired 
the  midwife  not  to  leave  her,  but  to  flay  and  fend 
for  me  again  as  foon  as  the  pains  became  more 
regular  and  powerful,  and  returned  home.  About 
fix  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  I  obeyed  a 
fecond  meffage.  The  pains  were  now  very  ftrong, 
the  membranes  had  broke,  and  the  vertex  was 
below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  but  the  os  tinea, 
though  much  dilated,  was  ftill  too  much  inclined 
to  the  Jaerum.  I  placed  the  patient  on  her  fide, 
with  her  head  low,  and  her  breech  and  legs  raifed 
up ;  and  in  this  manner  delivered  her  in  lefs  than 
an  hour  by  the  natural  efforts-— by  pulling  gently 
at  the  funis,  in  time  of  pain,  it  feparated  from  the 
placenta,  and  came  away ;  but  as  no  uterine  hamor- 
rhage  enfued,  I  did  not,  for  the  prefent,  think  it 
advifeable  to  pafs  up  my  hand  for  its  extraction  ; 
after  waiting,  however  in  vain,  for  more  than 
two  hours,  with  a  view  to  know  the  caufe  of  its 
retention,  I  introduced  it  gently  into  the  vagina; 

but 
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but  finding  the  contraction  of  the  womb  fo. 
great,  as  not  to  admit  of  my  two  fore  fingers, 
deferred  all  further  attempts ;  and  thought  it 
the  mod  rational  pra&ice  to  truft  to  nature's 
expulfion  of  the  placenta-  which  happened  in 
lefs  than  twelve  hours  after  the  birth  of  the 
child. 

many  diforders  are  mentioned  by  medi- 
cal authors,  as  arifing  from  the  retention  of 
the  placenta ;  but  I  hope  to  be  juflified  in  the 
practice  of  leaving  it  to  the  expulfion  of  nature ; 
efpecially  where  there  is  a  fudden  and  ftrong  con- 
ftriction  of  the  uterus,  and  no  hamorrhage  enfucs, 
rather  than  run  the  rifk  of  a  forcible  extraction, 
from  which,  much  mifchief  may  be  dreaded. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  ill  fituation  of 
the  womb  occafioned  the  great  delay  of  labour 
in  this  cafe,  fomething  fimilar  to  which  are 
chapman's  5th.  and  6th.  cafes  —  daventer 
is  the  firft  author  we  meet  with,  who  treats 
of  the    womb  of  women  with  child,    or  in 

child- 
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child-bed,  being  obliquely  and  ill  fituated.  Vide 
his  book,  chap.  1 1 . 


astruc,  p.  13.  has  likewife  expatiated  largely 
on  this  fituation  of  the  womb:  and  dr.  burton', 
p.  172.  and  obf.  18.  has  done  the  fame.— -The 
oblique  pofition  of  the  uterus,  a  topic  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  many  other  authors,  unlefs 
occafioned  by  the  pendulous  belly;  its  general 
caufe,  or  particular  ill  conformation  of  the  pelvis, 
feems  to  me,  to  be  merely  hypothefis  and  conjec- 
ture, and  cannot,  I  believe,  in  any  other  cafes,  be 
fairly  faid  to  impede  the  courfe  of  labour. 

dr.  burton,  p.  55.  (hews,  by  a  very  cuiious 
experiment,  how  foon  the  womb  will  contract 
asjain ;  and  declares,  the  contraction  of  it  in 
fome  women,  to  be  fo  fudden  and  fo  flrong,  as 
fcarce  to  be  credited,  but  by  fuch  as  have  expe- 
rienced it:  page  132.  he  relates  a  cafe,  where 
the  funis  had  been  broke  by  the  midwife,  in  atr 
tempting  to  deliver  the  placenta,  which  was  re- 
tained by  the  great  contraction  of  the  uterus, 

which 
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which  gave  him  greater  trouble  to  deliver, 
than  anv  one  he  had  ever  before  met  with :  fee 
alfo  obi".  32.  of  the  fame  author. 

the  fudden  and  ftrong  contraction  of  the 
womb  is  produced  from  the  following  authority : 
giffard,   in  cafes   107.  8c  127.  fays,   "  that 
being  called  in  an  hour  after  delivery,  he  found 
the  os  uteri  fo  contracted,  that  he  could  not 
readily  introduce  two  fingers,  and,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  introduced  his  hand:  cafe  134. 
he  declares  the  os  uteri  was  fo  contracted  in  half 
an  hour,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  introduced 
hi.s  hand  into  the  womb:  cafe  74.  he  fays  he 
was  called  in  ten  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  firft, 
and  two  hours  after  that  of  the  fecond  of  twins  : 
and,  yet  the  os  uteri  was  fo  contracted,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  dilate  it  gradually  :  cafe  92.  he 
avers,  that  in  a  few  hours  after  the  delivery,  he 
could  fcarce  introduce  his  hand  into  the  uterus; 
and,  when  introduced,  the  womb  was  fo  con- 
tracted,   that  he  could  not  readily  move  his 
hand. 

M  MAURICEAU, 
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mauricfau,  obf.  504.  fays,  in  three  hours 
after  delivery,  he  has  found  the  os  uteri  fo  con- 
traded,  that  he  could  not  introduce  his  hand 
into  the  womb  :  and  obf.  336.  he  alfo  mentions 
a  perfon  who  mifcarried  in  the  fixth  month  of  her 
pregnancy ;  where  part  of  the  afcer  birth  was 
left  in  the  womb,  and  before  he  got  to  her,  the 
os  uteri  was  fo  contracted,  that  he  could  not  in- 
troduce his  hand  into  the  womb. 

,  la  motte,  obf.  358.  8c  362.  alfo  tells  us, 
that  in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  ihe  birth  of  the 
child,  he  has  found  the  os  uteri  fo  contracted, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  introduce  his 
hand,  being  obliged  to  dilate  it  gradually :  and 
further,  obf.  359.  8c  363.  declares,  that  in 
fifteen  or  frxteen  hours  he  has  found  the  os  uteri 
fo  contracted,  that  he  was  forced  to  dilate  it  by 
degrees  ;  and  mentions  one  cafe,  where  two  other 
furgeons  had  been  trying  to  extract:  the  placenta, 
and  yet  he  could  only  introduce  four  fingers  into 
the  womb — perhaps,  a  more  remarkable  cafe, 
than  the  following,  in  regard  to  the  particular 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  has  feldom  occurred  to 
any  one  practitioner  whatever.  CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 

MRS.  L.  was  delivered  of  her  firft  child, 
march  the  2d,  1762;  a  midwife  was  with  her, who 
broke  the  funis  in  attempting  to  deliver  the  pla- 
centa: I  was  immediately  fent  for,  but  found  it 
impracticable  to  pafs  my  hand  into  the  uterus ; 
the  placenta  therefore  remained,  and  was  not  deli- 
vered till  the  third  day  after  the  child. 

to  her  fecond  labour,  which  happened  the 
2d  of  February,  1 7 64.  my  afliftance  wis  be- 
fpoke;  fhe  had  a  very  quick  time;  but  the  pla- 
centa, notwithstanding  fhe  had  very  ftrong  after- 
pains,  was  not  to  be  moved  by  pulling  at  the 
funis,  and  remained  till  the  fecond  day  at  night, 
when  it  came  away  with  a  little  pain,  as  fhe  was 
making  water. 

M  2  IN 
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in  her  third  labour,  on  the  4th  of  jult, 
1766.  I  again  attended  her,  when  fhe  had  nearly 
as  good  a  time  as  before:  and  foon  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  child  I  had  the  curiofity  to  exa- 
mine the  os  uteri,  which  I  found  fo  much 
contracted,  as  not  to  admit  my  two  fingers : 
the  placenta  was  therefore  again  left,  and  came 
away  not  till  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day. 

the  fourth  time  of  her  being  in  labour,  was 
on  the  17th  of  august,  1769  ;  when  being  at  a 
great  diflance  from  home,  a  midwife  was  called 
in,  and  fhe  had  a  fine  natural  delivery  of  the 
child ;  but  as  the  placenta  gave  the  midwife  much 
trouble,  and  fhe  declared  fhe  could  not  gain  it, 
an  accoucheur,  of  much  fkill  and  practice,  was 
fent  >for,  who  flrove  in  vain  to  introduce  his 
hand  into  the  uterus ;  but  found  it  fo  much  con- 
traded,  that  his  trials  were  in  vain,  and  the  pla- 
centa remained  till  the  third  day,  when  it  came 
awav  as  the  woman  was  at  flool. 

4 


CF 


[    93  ] 

of  her  fifth  child,  the  28th  of  December, 
1769.  I  attended  her;  fhe  had  a  very  eafy  la- 
bour, but  the  placenta  was  retained  as  ufual,  and 
not  delivered  till  the  fourth  day  : 

and  in  her  fixth  labour  I  was  with  her,  when 
the  child  was  foon  delivered,  but  the  after-birth 
remained  undelivered  till  the  third  day,  when  it 
was  expelled  by  a  ftrong  pain;  this  was  on  the 
31ft  of  may,  1773.  fmce  which  time  fhe  has 
not  been  again  pregnant. 

dr.  exton,  cafe  15.  gives  a  remarkable  ac- 
count of  a  delivery:  where,  immediately,  after 
the  birth  of  the  child,  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
was  fo  ftrongly  contra&ed,  that  he  could,  by  no 
means,  introduce  even  a  finger  into  it;  and 
believes  that  it  would  fooner  have  broke  than 
yielded  to  his  fingers  :  defcribes  it  by  the  feel,  to 
be  like  a  purfe  ftrongly  drawn  up  ;  and  declares, 
he  has  met  with  this  fpafmodic  contra&ion  of 

the  os  uteri,  four  or  five  times  in  his  pra&ice.  ; 

Practice  and   obfervation   mud    ever  clearly 
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evince  the  danger  of  employing  force  in  extract- 
ing the  placenta  (without  led  thereto  by  the  flood- 
ing of  the  patient.)  Bad  confequences,  moll  un- 
doubtedly, very  often  follow  from  the  retention 
of  the  placental  but  the  flow  and  fpontaneous 
cxpulfion  of  nature,  I  candidly  fubmit  to  the 
notice  of  every  ingenious  praditioner,  as  being 
ever  more  fafe  in  its  confequences,  than  the 
hafty  or  forcible  extraction  of  it;  which  I  have 
known,  more  than  once,  attended  with  many 
difadvantages,  and  even  to  have  proved  fatal. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 

'h E  wife  of  a  labouring  man,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
may,  1764.  of  a  child,  by  a  midwife;  who, 
after  waiting  twelve  hours,  and  finding  it  impof- 
fible  to  deliver  the  placenta,  fent  for  me;  fhe  had 
made  the  woman  very  hot  and  feverifh,  by  uGng 
too  much  force  to  dilate  the  os  uteri;  which,  upon 
examination,  I  found  fo  much  contracted,  that 
it  were  injurious  to  attempt  the  dilatation  of  it:  I 
therefore  contented  myfelf,  by  enjoining  reft  and 
giving  her,  every  four  hours,  three  fpoonfuls  of  a 
neutral  mixture,  and  left  her  till  the  next  day ;  in 
the  evening  of  which,  I  was  informed,  that  the 
placenta  had  been  fpontaneoufly  expelled  by  a  pain, 
as  the  patient  turned  round  in  her  bed — no  ill  con- 
fequences  cnfued  from  its  retention,  and  the  wo- 

M  4  man 
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man  foon  recovered.    I  attended  the  fame  wo- 
man in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1771.  when, 
from  fome  mifmanagement  of  the  labour,  un- 
common debility  had  been  brought  on,  her  fpi- 
rits  were  flagged,  and  flie  was  much  reduced ; 
but  as  the  prefentation  was  fair  and  natural,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  fupporting  her  patience, 
by  foothing  perfualions  and  proper  medicine, 
not  doubting,  but  we  fhould  find,  in  the  end,  an 
eafy  and  happy  determination ;  and  herein  I  was 
not  difappointed,  for  by  thefe  means  fhe  acquired 
a  competent  refolution:  and  the  labour,  after 
many  days  and  nights,  having  been  flow  and 
tedious,  ended  in  the  mofl  natural  and  favorable 
iflue,  and  no  difficulty  whatever  attended  the 
expulfion  of  the  placenta. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVI. 

O  N  july  23,  1780.  I  was  informed  of  a  poor 
woman,  who  was  in  labour,  and  could  get 
no  afliflance  to  deliver  her;  upon  which,  I 
made  what  hafte  I  could  to  her,  and  found  her 
in  great  extremity ;  the  pains  were  very  ftrong, 
and  I  had  not  been  with  her  more  than  twenty 
minutes  before  fhe  was  delivered  of  the  child ; 
but  after  waiting  near  an  hour,  and  not  finding 
the  placenta  in  the  leaft  defcend,  I  began  to  con- 
clude that  it  adhered  to  the  uterus;  but  the  wo- 
man informing  me  fhe  had  had  fix  children, 
and  that  the  after  birth  had  never  moved,  till 
two  days  after:  I  immediately,  by  the  direction 
of  the  funis,  examined  the  flate  of  the  os  in- 
ternum, which  was  fo  much  contracted,  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  the  point  of  my  finger ;  I 

therefore 
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therefore  left  the  placenta,  which  fcparaled,  and 
was  difchargcd  of  itfelf  on  the  fecond  day  from 
the  delivery,  without  any  ill  effects  what- 
foever. 

dr.  ould  endeavours  to  fhew,  that  the  os  uleri 
is  not  capable  of  fo  fpeedy  a  contraction,  as  it  is 
generally  imagined ;  but  the  foregoing  cafes  are 
ftubborn  facts  to  the  contrary ;  and,  that  it  will 
fometimes  furprizingly  contract  immediately  after 
the  expulfion  of  the  foetus,  is  incontrovertible. 

dr.  johnson,  p.  206.  fpeaks  of  an  extraor- 
dinary contraction  of  the  uterus,  in  half  an  hour 
after  the  birth ;  he  fays  it  formed  into  fo  fmall  a 
ring,  that  at  firft  he  could  pafs  but  two  fingers : 
and,  although  he  endeavoured  to  dilate  it  gra- 
dually, in  order  to  infinuate  the  others,  one 
by  one ;  yet  the  ftricture  was  fo  firm,  as  to 
occafion  difficulty  in  palling  the  hand:  how- 
ever, by  perfifting,  he  gained  admiffion  with 
fafety,  and  found  the  placenta,  with  fome  of  the 
chorion,  round  its  edges,  adhering  to  the  fundus 

uteri  \ 
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uteri ;  he  feparatcd  the  adhefion  gradually,  and 
brought  away  the  fecundines. 

in  fuch  cafes,  forcible  dilatation,  I  prefume, 
can  only  be  juftified  by  prefent  exigencies  ;  and, 
as  in  this  inftance,  no  very  prefling  occafion  ap- 
peared for  introducing  the  hand,  it  were  more  ra- 
tional, I  fhould  think,  to  have  trufled  to  nature. 

in  fome  future  cafes,  (as  well  as  the  forego- 
ing relative  to  the  placetita)  which  makes  a  part 
of  this  publication,  occafion  will  fhew,  that  the 
immediate  delivery  of  the  placenta,  is  not,  in 
general,  of  that  importance,  which  many  inge- 
nious and  experienced  writers  have  taken  upon 
themfelves  to  avow,  that  nature,  in  the  human, 
as  well  as  the  brute  fpecics,  where  no  force  is 
ever  thought  of,  is  equally  kind  and  effe&uaJ, 
and,  that  where  the  feparation  within  a  given  time, 
is  not  effecled,  but  little  is  to  be  dreaded  ;  and, 
likcwife  that  much  lefs  danger  in  general  attends 
the  leaving  of  it,  than  in  forcible  attempts  to  re- 
licveit  by  the  hand  ;  notwithftanding  all  this,  I  do 

not 
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not  take  upon  me  to  deny  the  fatisfa&ion  rcfulting 
from  an  eafy  and  timely  reparation  of  the  pla- 
centa ;  which  is  ever  to  be  preferred,  provided 
it  be  natural,  and  no  violence  ufed  in  making 
the  extraction;  which,  I  think,  we  may  ever 
confine  as  a  matter  of  neceffity  to  fioodings 
only. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVII. 

I  WAS  called  to  a  patient  about  fix  o'clock  in' 
the  morning  of  the  26th  of  February,  1763. 
fhe  was  of  a  leuco  phlegmatic  habit ;  had  a  fmall 
pelvis,  and   always   been  fubjeft  to  laborious 
times,  occafioned  by  dropficai  children ;  with 
one  of  which    fhe  had  been  delivered  with 
the  crotchet  by  a  man-midwife,  her  other  two 
children  were  hydrocephalous  when  born,  and 
died  foon  afterwards ;  fuch  was  the  general  hif- 
tory  of  the  patient,  which  gave  me  little  room  to 
expecl:  a  more  favourable  event  than  ufuai :  a 
midwife  had  been  fome  hours  in  waiting,  who 
thought  her  in  labour ;  but  as  the  os  tinea  was 
clofe  fhut,  and  her  pains  being  without  intcr- 
miffion,  and  chiefly  confined  to  the  abdomen:  I 

pronounced 
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pronounced  them  to  be  of  the  cholic  kind, 
gave  her  a  rhubarb  draught,  with  a  few  drops  of 
tincl.  thehaica,   which   foon  procured  her  eafe, 
and  I  was  not  applied  to  again  till  about  four  in 
the   morning    of  the   iSth  of  march.  The 
pains  were  now  genuine,  returned  at  regular 
periods,  and  the  os  tinea  began  to  dilate  ;  the 
labour  was  flow  in  its  progrefs  till  twelve  o'clock 
at  night,  when  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  pains 
returned  fafler,  and  were  more  forcing ;  yet,  the 
child's  head  continued  high  up  at  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  and  felt  fofter  than  it  ufually  does  ;  but  by 
the  long  continued  force  of  the  pains  it  defcended 
lower  down,  fo  that  I  could  difcover  the  bones 
at  a  great  di fiance  from  each  other,  and  feeling 
loofe  and  yielding  to  the  touch,  with  an  uncom- 
mon width  of  the  fontanel,  fo  that  there  was  no 
doubt  of  the  diforder  ;  however,  being  willing  to 
try  the  pains,  I  waited  three  hours  longer;  when 
they  fuddenly  became  more  feeble,  and  the  woman 
being  feized  with  a  Jyneope,  I  thought  it  advife- 
ab!c  that  the  delivery  fhould  be  attempted.  Turn- 
ing the  child  appeared  too  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult, 
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cult,  and  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  confidering  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  diforder,  as  well 
as  diftant  fituation  of  the  head,  I  thought  it 
moft  prudent  to  decline,  left  I  fhould  lofe 
time,  by  being  foiled  in  my  operation;  befides, 
from  the  fetid  fmell  of  the  liquor  amnii,  there 
was  great  reafon  to  think  the  child  was  dead  ; 
the  patient  being  therefore  placed  in  a  proper 
pofition,  I  cautioufly  introduced  the  long  fcif- 
fars,  within  fide  my  hand,  up  the  vagina,  and 
perforated  the  cranium ;  from  whence  (with 
part  of  the  cerebrum)  hTued,  a  great  quantity  of 
turbid  water,  which  fmelt  very  ofFenfive.  I  foon 
after  pafs'd  up  my  hand,  and  fixing  my  fingers 
in  the  opening,  with  fome  difficulty  brought 
down  the  head,  and  effected  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  which  appeared  to  have  been  fome  time 
dead.  I  have  once  fince  attended  the  fame  wo- 
man in  a  lingering  labour,  where  the  child  was 
very  fmall,  and  born  alive,  by  the  natural  ef- 
forts ;  but  had  an  hydrocephalus  diforder,  and 
lived  only  a  few  days :  and  the  woman  herfelf, 
in  lefs  than  a  year  afterwards,  died  of  the 
d™pfy.  MAURI- 
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mauriceau,  fpcaking  of  the  method  to  deli- 
ver a  woman,  when  the  child  in  the  womb  has 
a  dropucal  head,  advifcs  the  making  of  an  aper- 
ture in  the  cranium,  to  evacuate  its  contents,  altho' 
the  child  be  living.  Bat  as  this  praclice  muft 
ever  inevitably  deflroy  the  child,  the  judicious 
practitioner,  I  prefume,  will  not  do  it  until, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  the  child's  dePauclion 
fhall  appear  abfolutely  unavoidable,  to  fave  its 
mother ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  indeed  be 
urged,  that  the  hydrocephalus  child  feldom  long 
furvives  ;  or,  if  it  does,  that  it  lives  the  object,  of 
pity  and  diftrefs  ;  and  many  melancholy  cafes  of 
the  hydrocephalus  might  be  enumerated,  upon 
the  authority  of  feveral  eminent  furgeons  ;  in 
whofe  defcriptions,  we  fhall  find  poor  emaciated, 
lethargic  children,  the  greateft  part  of  whofe 
heads  are  as  foft  as  a  quagmire,  and  fo  confi- 
derably  diftended  and  enlarged  with  water,  as  to 
require  a  pillow,  or  fome  other  fupport,  and 
whole  lives,  in  general,  are  but  of  afhortdate; 
but  even  this  being  granted,  I  yet  can  fee  no  juft 
caufe  to  deflroy  the  ftxtus  in  ulcro,   at  lead, 

whilft 
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whilft  there  remains  any  reafonable  profpe£r, 
of  its  birth  by  the  efforts  of  nature. 

la  motte  obferves,  "  it  is  not  often  that  chil- 
dren are  dropfical  in  the  uterus;  but  when  they 
are,  that  they  create  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
the  furgeon,  but  prefers  the  hands  to  all  the  in- 
ftruments  that  have  been  contrived  to  facilitate 
thefe  fort  of  deliveries,,  :  and  obf.  331,  332, 
333,  and  334.  contain  cafes  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion  ;  which,  however,  muft  chiefly  de- 
pend upon  circumfiances,  and  cannot  always 
be  effected  by  the  hands  alone :  although  our 
author  was  fo  particularly  fortunate  as  to 
fucceed  in  all  the  dropfical  children  he  met  with, 
without  any  other  help.  It  is  therefore  reafon- 
able to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  children,  in  whofe 
cafes  he  was  engaged,  were  not  confiderably  dif- 
ordered:  where  they  are,  as  in  the  inflance  I  have 
above  recited,  extraordinary  means  muft  be  ufed 
for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  woman;  and  inflru- 
ments  will,  in  fuch  cafes,  be  found  unavoidably 
requifue. 
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astruc,  when  all  other  refources  have  proved 
ineffectual,  and  the  child  is  hydrocephalus,  ad^. 
vifes  the  evacuation  of  the  water  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  trocar  into  the  fontanel,  and  to  leave 
the  canula  in  the  wound;  by  this  means,  he  is 
of  opinion,  the  head  will  flatten,  and  pafs  eafily. 
Vide  smellie,  vol.  i.  p.  296.  no.  1,  2,  3,  8c  4. 
vol.  ii.  p.  356.  and  a  foinewhat  fimilar  cafe  to 
the  above,  will  be  found  in  the  fame  author,  vol, 
iii.  coll.  31.  cafe  i.  where,  a  head,  that  was  dropfi- 
cal,  was  opened  with  the  fciffars,  and  afterwards 
delivered  by  the  labour  pains,  with  the  afliflance 
of  the  hand:  cafe  ii.  exhibits  a  fecond  dropfical 
head,  which  was  opened  with  the  fciffars,  and 
delivered  with  the  affi fiance  of  the  blunt  hook: 
cafe  xxi.  in  the  fame  collection  of  this  author, 
prefents  an  in  fiance  of  a  dropfical  head  opened, 
and  delivered  with  the  afliftance  of  the  hand: 
and  in  coll.  35.  cafe  xx.  we  meet  with  a  flood- 
ing before  delivery;  the  child  was  turned,  and 
brought  away  by  the  feet,  and  the  head  obftrucled 
by  the  hydrocephalus,  which  made  it  neceffary  to 
employ  the  crotchet  for  its  delivery.  Vide  a  cafe  of 

hydro- 
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hydrocephalus,  by  dr.  Robert  butler  remmett, 
of  Plymouth,  medd.  comm.  p.  4->3:  and  ano- 
ther curious  cafe  of  this  fort  in  the  Medical  Ob- 
fervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  5,  p.  121. 

in  the  month  of  September,  1777.  a  woman 
in  the  vicinage  of  hadlcw,  who  for  fome  time 
pafl  had  contracted  a  habit  of  drinking,  after  a 
lingering  labour  of  many  nights  and  days,  was 
delivered  of  a  child  affli&ed  with  an  hydro- 
cephalus', of  which  diforder,  it  languished  till 
the  Gxthday,  and  then  died.  —  About  fix  months 
ago,  the  fame  patient,  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  was  thrown  into  a  flooding  by  a 
fudden  fright;  fhe  mifcarried,  the  child  was 
ftili-born,  and  the  bones  of  its  cranium  ap- 
peared to  be  feparated  at  a  great  diltance  from 
each  other,  by  the  great  quantity  of  water  con- 
tained in  the  pericranium. — It  may  be  remarked 
as  a  good  and  ufeful  caution,  that  this  perfon, 
previous  to  the  births  of  her  two  lafl  children, 
was  efleemcd  a  very  fober  woman,  and  had  born 
three  remarkably  fine  and  healthy  children. 

Na  CASE 
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CASE  XVIII. 

JBjARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft  of  Atfi 
gust,  1764.  I  was  called  to  a  lady  about  thirty 
three  years  of  age,  who  was  in  the  fifth  month 
of  pregnancy  with  her  fourth  child.  As  {fie  was 
haftily  ftepping  over  a  ftile,  fhe  was  taken 
with  a  violent  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus ;  I  immediately  bled  her  from  the  arm, 
according  to  her  ftrength,  and  gave  her  an  aftrin- 
gent  medicine,  mixed  with  an  opiate ;  cold  ftyp- 
tic  applications  were  alfo  ordered  to  the  abdomen ; 
and  I  advifed  that  fhe  might  be  kept  cool  and 
flill,  and  upon  no  account  get  out  of  bed,  till 
I  fhould  fee  her  again :  {he  complained  of  pain 
in  her  back  and  belly,  but  not  of  any  bearing 

down  ; 
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down  ;  as  flie  had  been  coflive  for  fome  days 
before,  that  flie  might  not  flrain  to  expel  the 
faces,  and  by  that  means  increafe  the  flux,  an 
emollient  clyfler  was  prepared  and  inje&ed,  and 
the  next  day  I  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  find  her 
free  from  pain  and  hamorrhage,  except  a  fmall 
difcharge  of  ferous  blood,  which  faintly  tinged 
the  linen  ;  I  ordered  her  a  mixture  of  tinflure  of 
red  rofes,  acidulated  with  the  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
defired  fhe  would  abftain  from  meat  and  drink  of 
every  kind,  which  might  accelerate  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  that  her  diet  fhould 
chiefly  confift  of  panada,  weak  broth,  or  rice 
gruel,  and  between  whiles  allowed  her  a  little 
red  wine  and  w^ater,  in  which  hot  iron  had 
been  extinguifhed  ;  thefe  directions  being  punc- 
tually attended  to,  the  hamorrhage,  in  feven 
days,  was  fo  entirely  reftrained,  and  fhe  had 
recovered  fo  much  of  her  ftrength  and  fpirits, 
as  to  walk  up  and  down  flairs  :  however,  to 
guard  againfl  a  return  of  the  uterine  Jlux,  fhe 
lived  fparingly,  took  her  aftringent  mixture  twice 
a  day,  and  would,  mofl  probably,  have  com- 
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pletcd  her  reckoning,  had  not  the  news  of  a  fire 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  happened  in  the 
night  of  the  14th  of  September,  been  fuddenly 
brought  her,  at  which  flie  fainted  away,  and  the 
flooding  returned  with  greater  violence  than  ever ; 
I  was  immediately  called,  and  upon  examination, 
found  the  os  tinea  very  high  up,  rigid,  and  fo 
little  dilated,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  the  tip  of  my 
finger  ;  the  hemorrhage  was  very  great,  and  flie 
no  fooner  came  out  of  one  fainting  fit,  but  flie 
went   into   another.    I    introduced   a  fponge, 
dipped  in  a  folution  of  alum  into  the  vagina, 
and    by  every  means    in    my  power  endea- 
voured to   reftrain  the  flux ;   but   all  to  no 
purpofe,  for  it  was  fo  violent  that  flie  funk 
away,   and   expired    within   an  hour  after  I 
came  to  her ;   a  melancholy  inflance !  which 
ferves  to  evince  the  expediency  of  keeping  the 
mind  free  from  any  violent  agitation,  which  in 
all  flages  of  pregnancy  is  highly  dangerous,  and 
will  often  prove  fatal ;  and  more  particularly, 
in  fo  critical  a  fituation,  as  the  above  ;  where 
the  frame  is  already  debilitated,  and  rendered 

lax, 
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lax,  by  a  previous  effufion  of  blood  from  the 
uterus.  Vide  mauriceau,  obf.  578.  la  motte, 
obf.  209,  2 jo.  &  212.  and  giffard,  obf.  log. 

chapman,  cafe  xxxii.  relates  the  misfortune 
of  a  lady,  who  died  of  a  flooding,  undelivered, 
before  he  arrived. 

dr.smellie  fays,  he  was  called  to  a  woman,  who 
was  feized  with  a  pretty  conGderable  hamorrhage,and 
mifcarried  in  the  fifth  month  ;  the  funis  and  mem- 
branes were  expelled,  but  the  placenta  remained  ; 
and,  though  the  difcharge  abated,  a  draining  of 
blood  continued  to  weaken  her  for  the  fpace  of 
three  months  after  her  abortion :  he  tried  to  dilate 
the  os  internum,  but  without  fuccefs;  was  equally 
unfuccefsful  in  introducing  a  long  narrow-pointed 
forceps:  and  finally,  had  recourfe  to  the  blunt 
hooks,  with  which  he  brought  it  away,  in  three 
feparate  pieces,  the  draining  was  ftopt,  the  wo- 
man recovered,  and  afterwards  bore  children. 
After  all,  an  event  thus  fatal,  fo  early  as  the 
fifth  month,  mufl  be  ever  confidered  as  an  un- 
ufual  and  truly  deplorable  circumftance.    A  moft 
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extraordinary  flux  of  blood  fell  under  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  late  dr.  cole,  who  fome  years  ago 
praclifed  midwifery  in  London  with  great  repu- 
tation. —  Dr.  leake  obferves,  that  on  opening 
the  body,  the  whole  furface  of  the  placenta  was 
found  adhering  to  the  uterus,  but  a  great  part  of 
the  faljc  chorion,  inverting  the  membraneous  bag 
which  contains  the  child  was  feparated  from  it; 
and  confequently,  an  infinite  number  of  thofe 
veffels,  with  which  it  is  fupplied  from  the  uterus 
being  torn  afunder,  the  effufion  of  blood  was  fo 
great  as  to  prove  mortal. 
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CASE  XIX. 

The  13th.  of  October,  1764.  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  woman,  about  four  months  gone  with 
child  ;  feven  days  after  the  eruption  of  the  fmall 
pox,  fhe  was  fuddenly  alarmed  with  a  flux  of 
blood  from  the  uterus,  unattended  at  that  time 
with  any  pains — I  found  the  aperture  of  the  os 
tinea  a  little  dilated,  and  the  woman  appearing 
much  terrified,  endeavoured  to  comfort  her,  with 
the  alfurances  of  her  doing  well,  notwithflanding 
the  fmall  pox,  as  fhe  was  no  further  advanced  in 
her  pregnancy,  and  it  was  of  the  regular  kind. 
I  defired  fhe  might  be  kept  cool,  and  fent  her  an 
aftringent  mixture,  with  an  opiate.  The  hcemar- 
rhagc  abated,  and  fhe  palfed  the  night  with  tole- 
rable eafe ;  but  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
upon  her  moving  to  ufc  the  pot,  it  returned 

mo  ft 
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moft  violently,  attended  with  frequent  and  ftrong 
pains:  I  was  immediately  requeued  to  attend, 
which  I  did;  when  rinding  the  flux  alarming, 
and  the  woman  faint,  I  examined  the  os  tinea, 
which  was  enough  dilated  to  admit  three  fingers, 
with  which  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  diredlly 
after  carefully  pafling  my  whole  hand  in  a  co- 
nical form,  eafily  brought  away  the  fxlus,  on 
whom  was  to  be  feen  not  the  leaf!  mark  of  the 
fmall  pox.  The  hcemorrhage  ftill  continuing, 
and  the  woman  fainting  away,  I  thought  it  mod 
confident  with  the  fafety  of  the  mother,  to  intro- 
duce my  hand  a  fecond  time,  and  deliver  the 
fecundines ;  which  having  effected,  the  flux 
flopped,  the  woman  recovered,  and  has  fince 
had  many  children.  Vide  dr.  smellie,  2d.  vol. 
no.  2.  cafe  vi. 

in  the  German  Ephemerides,  ami  primi,  1.  iii. 
p.  139.  there  is  an  account  of  a  woman,  who 
had  the  fmall  pox  before  flic  was  delivered,  and 
the  child  was  marked  with  the  fame  difeafe. 


IN 
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in  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions,  ro.  493. 
p.  233.  is  the  cafe  of  a  lady,  who  was  delivered 
of  a  child,  on  whom  the  fmall  pox  appeared  in: 
a  day  or  two  after  its  birth,  drawn   up  by 

CROMWELL  MORTIMER,    M.  D. 

in  the  fame  Tranfa&ion,  no.  493.  p.  235. 
are  fome  accounts  of  the  fatns  in  utero  being 
differently  affected  by  the  fmall  pox,  by  william* 
watson,  f.  r.  s.  and  alfo,  at  no.  337.  p.  165^ 
Vide  la  motte,  obf.  129.  and  dr.  smellie, 
no.  2.  cafe  vi.  Dr.  leare  fays,  that  he  never 
yet  faw  an  inftance,  where  the  infants  where  born 
with  the  eruptions;  neither  does  it  ufually  ap- 
pear immediately  afterwards,  though  many  of 
them  die  in  a  week  or  ten  days: — he  further 
remarks,  that  as  the  fmall  pox  generally  brings 
an  abortion,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  chil- 
dren come  before  their  due  time  ;  and  therefore 
go  off,  before  the  infection  has  had  fufEcient  time 
to  produce  the  difeafe;  and  as  their  bulk  is  pro- 
portioned to  their  age,  it  may  be  one  reafon,  why 
the  delivery,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  more  eafy  and  ex- 
peditious ; 
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peditious ;  and  adds,  that  notwithstanding  what  has 
already  been  faid,  examples  may  be  found  as  above; 
and  in  Bartholin's  medical  epiflles,  See.  wherethe 
body  of  the  new-born  infant  has  been  found 
overfpread  with  the  variolous  puftules ;  which, 
confidering  the  intercourfe  between  the  mother 
and  it,  during  the  uterine  geftation,  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.—- A  very  curious  and  uncommon 
Gafe  is  related  by  van  swieten,  as  it  happened 
under  the  obfervation  of  dr.  watson,  in  Lon- 
don, viz.  a  woman,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  pregnant,  and  who  long  before  had  the 
fmall  pox,  was  very  affiduous  in  attending  her 
fervant  maid,  who  then  laboured  under  that 
difeafe ;  in  due  time  fhe  was  happily  delivered, 
and  brought  forth  a  healthy  female  child,  where 
evident  marks  of  its  having  had  the  eruption 
appeared  on  the  fkin ;  when  this  child's  brother 
was  inoculated  four  years  after,  dr.  watson  had 
leave  from  the  parents  to  inoculate  her  likewife ; 
but  the  operation  was  attended  with  very  different 
effe&s  in  thofe  different  fubjecls,  for  the  eruptions 
appeared  in  the  boy,  who  foon  happily  reco- 
vered 
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vered  from  the  difeafe ;  but  the  girl,  after  droop- 
ing for  two  days,  became  very  well  again,  and 
remained  totally  free  from  it. 

a  case  fomething  fimilar  to  this  is  alfo  men- 
tioned by  dr.  mead  in  treating  of  the  fmall  pox. 
He  fuppofes,  that  where  the  child  is  born  before 
the  perfect  maturation  of  the  puftules  in  the  mo- 
ther, it  will  then  more  probably  efcape  the  difeafe; 
and  alfo,  that  the  danger  arifing  to  women  at 
this  time  who  fuffer  abortion,  will  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  lofs  of  blood  after  the  feparation  of 
the  placenta  from  the  uterus;  but  there  does  not 
feem  fufncient  reafon  to  adopt  this  I  a  ft  opinion  ; 
— for  what  he  himfelf  afterwards  afferts  does  not 
feem  to  correfpond  with  it,  viz,  that  the  fmall 
pox  has  generally  been  found  the  moft  mild  when 
it  fucceeds  fome  confiderable  evacuation,  whether 
natural  or  artificial. 

van  swieten  informs  us,  that  the  celebrated 
boerh a ave  attended  a  lady  in  the  6th  month  of 
her  pregnancy,  who  laboured  under  the  worft 

kind 
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kind  of  the  confluent  Jmall  pox  ;  notwithstanding 
which,  fhe  proceeded  to  the  full  period  of  her 
time,  and  was  then  delivered  of  a  healthy  male 
child,  which  had  not  the  lead  veftige  of  the 
difeafe  —  from  the  above  extraordinary  circum- 
flance,  arifing  from  the  peculiar  ftru&ure  of  the 
placenta,  and  its  power  to  abforb  fuch  juices 
from  the  womb,  as  were  falutary  and  nutritious, 
even  when  the  whole  mafs  of  the  mother's  blood 
was  tainted  with  variolous  infedion :  dr.  leake 
is  inclined  to  believe  that  hereditary  difeafes  are 
not  fo  frequent  as  generally  imagined,  and  draws 
an  illuflration  by  what  may  be  obferved  in  vege- 
tables, where  two  plants,  of  different  qualities, 
both  draw  their  nourifhment  from  the  fame  pot 
of  earth;  the  one,  for  inftance,  a  deadly  poifon  ; 
the  other  friendly  to  the  human  body,  or  per- 
haps an  antidote  to  the  former:  and  adds  a  fur-  ' 
ther  exemplification,  in  the  fmall  branches  of 
one  tree  being  grafted  into  the  Hem  of  another; 
for  the  juices  of  the  laft,  will  from  thence  be  fo 
far  divefled  of  their  natural  qualities,  by  paffing 
through  difficult  flrainers,  as  only  to  produce  the 

fame 
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feme  kind  of  fruit,  with  that  of  the  tree  from 
which  fuch  branches  were  taken. 


dion is  fays,  that  the  jeetus  in  the  womb  is  fub- 
ject  to  the  fame  diftempers  that  the  mother  has, 
and  if  fne  has  the  fmall  pox  has  them  Iikewife: 
and  this  he  adds,  is  fo  certain,  that  he  has  feen 
new-born  children  that  had  all  the  marks  of 
them;  but  Gnce  his  time,  however,  many  in-, 
fiances  have  occurred  in  direct  contradiction  to 
this  opinion. 


C  i*o  3 


CASE  XX. 

I  WAS  fent  for  about  fix  months  after  the 
above  cafe,  to  a  woman  who  had  befpoke  my 
affiftance  in  her  labour;  the  had  gone  her  full 
time,  and  on  the  tenth  day  after  the  eruptions  of 
the  fmall  pox  was  hauily  delivered  of  a  child  by 
the  labour  pains,  who  had  no  marks  of  the  fmall 
pox  when  born,  but  on  the  feventh  day  had 
the  manifefl;  fymptoms,  and  afterwards,  the  dis- 
order in  a  very  mild  degree.  The  6th  day  after 
the  eruption  of  the  putrid  fmall  pox,  on  the  1 7  th 
of  April,  1774,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  woman, 
who  had  fuddenly  mifcarried  in  the  eighth  month 
of  her  pregnancy  of  a  dead  child,  on  whom  were 
evident  marks  of  that  diforder ;  the  woman  funk, 
and  died  in  a  few  hours  after  the  abortion.  Vide 
dr.  smelue,  vol.  2.  no.  7.  cafe  i.  and  ii. 

Dr. 
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dr.  leake  obferves,  that  thofe  who  are  feized 
with  the  fmali  pox  in  the  pregnant  ftate,  have 
generally  much  more  eafy  and  expeditious  labour*. 
He  relates  many  inftances  in  which  this  hap- 
pened, and  fays,  he  never  yet  found  it  other- 
wife,  in  any  cafe,  where  the  labour  was  ftricUy 
natural.    He  remarks,  that  this  cannot  be  owing 
to  -  the  general  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  the 
body ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  child  meets 
with  iefs  refinance  in  the  birth;  for  if  fo,  the 
uterus  would  participate  of  the  effect,  and  its  ex- 
pulfive  force  being  diminifhed,  the  labour,  in- 
ftead  of  being  foon  over,  would  probably  be  ren« 
dered  more  tedious  and  lingering. 


o 


CASE 
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CASE  XXI. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  7th  of  July,  1765. 
I  was  called   to  a  lady,  who,  at  the  latter 
end  of  her  fourth  month,  in  confequence   of  a 
fall    from  her  horfe  was  feized  with  a  flood- 
ing ;  fhe  complained  of  pain  and  weight  in  the 
lower  part  of  her  belly,  ficknefs,  and  an  uneafy 
fenfation  in  her  loins.    I  defired  fhe  might  be 
immediately  put  to  bed,  and  after  taking  away 
a  fmall  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  gave 
her  a  mixture  of  the  tincture  of  red  rofes  and 
Jfrupus  t  meco?iio,  ordering  her  for  her  diet  weak 
broth,  rice  gruel,  and  other  proper  nourifh- 
ment ;  in  the  evening  fhe  was  much  eaGer,  and 
the  hamorrhage  feemed  entirely  reflrained,  till 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  fhe  com- 
plained of  flight  pains,  which  recurred  at  fhort 

intervals, 
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intervals,  and  the  flux  appeared  again,  but  in  no 
confiderable  quantity:  upon  which  {he  again 
took  the  medicine  prefcribed  for  her  in  the  morn* 
ing,  and  as  before  became  more  eafy,  and  dozed 
quietly  for  fome  hours,  when  flie  was  awakened 
by  the  return  of  a  flight  pain,  which  foon  went 
off,  and  flie  continued  eafy  till  nine  o'clock  the 
next  morning;  when  the  hemorrhage  increafing, 
I  was  permitted  to  examine  her,  and  found  the 
05  tinea,  notwithstanding  the  difcharge,  clofe 
fliut.    I  had  my  apprehenfions  of  the  cafe,  and 
acquainted  the  patient's  hufband  and  relations 
therewith.    The  pulfe  was  weak,  and  I  did  not 
choofe  to  hazard  a  fecond  venaefe£lion,  therefore 
repeated  the  medicine,  and  filled  the  vagina  with 
fine  tow,  foaked  in  oxycrale,  by  which  the  hamor- 
rhage,   for  the  prefent,  appeared  checked,  and 
the  patient  continued  in  a  recumbent  poflure, 
and  free  from  pain  till  the  next  day  at  noon, 
v/hen  I  was  fent  for,  and  found  my  application 
forced  out  of  the  vagina  by  fharp  pains,  and  the 
patient  flooding  very  faft ;  the  os  -tinea  X  now 
found  open  enough  to  admit  two  fingers  j  fhe  was 

O  2  much 
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much  lower  than  I  had  feen  her  at  any  time  be- 
fore, and  appeared  in  a  finking  condition.  I  again 
arpprized  her  friends  of  the  danger,  and  obtained 
their  confent  to  attempt  her  delivery,  which  they 
feemed  fatisfied  with  the  neceffity  of;  and  having 
placed  her  in  a  proper  pofture,  by  gentle  degrees 
inhnuated  my  whole  hand  into  the  uterus,  broke 
the  membranes,  obtained  the  feet,  and  extracted 
the  child.  The  Jecundines,  with  much  coagu- 
lated blood,  foon  after  followed.  The  patient 
was  of  a  tender,  delicate  habit,  and  full  ten 
Weeks  before  flic  thoroughly  recovered :  foon  after 
which  fhe  again  became  pregnant,  at  which 
fhe  was  much  alarmed,  and  therefore,  for  fome 
months  after  conception,  by  my  advice,  kept 
herfelf  quiet,  ufed  but  little  exercife,  and 
twice  a  day  took  a  weak  decottion  of  bark ;  and 
thus  by  caution  and  good  management,  was  car- 
ried pafi  the  dangerous  period  to  the  full  end  of  her 
time,  when  fhe  had  a  natural  and  eafy  delivery. 

b  y  filling  the  vagina  with  tow  dipped  in  ox- 
ycrate9  I  have  often  checked  the  uterine  /Hemor- 
rhage 
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rhage  when  all  other  means  have  proved  ineffec- 
tual, and  particularly  fo  about  two  years  ago,  in 
the  cafe  of  a  lady  in  this  place,  who  had  lain  in 
about  a  fortnight,  and  who,  without  any  other  appa- 
rent caufe  than  waking  in  a  hurry  from  a*  frightful 
dream,  was  all  at  once  taken  with  a  moft,  alarm-' 
ing  flooding.    The  gentleman  who  had  delivered 
her  was  fent  for,  and  to  reftrain  the  hamorrhage 
had  very  judicioufly  given  her  internal  aftrin- 
gent  medicines,  made  ufe  of  ligatures  to  the  ex- 
tremities, and  cold  ftyptic  applications  to  the 
parts  and  their  neighbourhood,  yet  all  to  no 
effect:  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  cold  fweats 
and  faintings  came  on,  and  the  danger  feemed  fo 
preffing,  that  he  advifed  my  being  called  in ; 
which  I  no  fooner  was,  than  I  fluffed  the  vagina 
full  of  doffils  of  fine  tow  and  oxy crate,  kept  the 
patient  in  a  cool,  flill,  horizontal  poflure,  gave 
her  an  opiate,  and  the  flux  was  flopped :  on  the 
third  day  afterwards  the  doffils  came  away  fpon- 
taneoufly,  the  patient  got  ftrength,  had  no  return 
of  the  flux,  and  has  fince  got  through  two  preg- 
nancies without  any  fimilar  complaint. — hoff- 

O  3  MAN 
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man  tells  us  lie  fucceeded  in  flopping  a  profufe 
uterine  hemorrhage,  which  had  withflood  every 
other  method  by  palling  up  pledgets  of  lint  dipped 
in  a  folution  of  the  colcothar  of  vitriol  as  high 
into  the  vagina  as  poffible ;  and  as  the  patient 
afterwards  conceived,  and  had  a  happy  delivery, 
he  obferves,  that  the  functions  of  the  uterus  were 
not  in  the  leafl  injured  by  the  flyplic  power  of 
this  application.— lev  ret  hit  upon  a  very  odd, 
but  ingenious  expedient,  in  flopping  a  violent 
flooding  after  delivery, which  otherwife  would  foon 
have  proved  fatal : — he  introduced  a  piece  of  ice 
into  the  uterus,  which  being  flruck  with  a  fudden 
chill  immediately  contracted,  and  put  a  flop  to 
the  hemorrhage. 

m.  le  roux,  an  ingenious  furgeon  at  dijon, 
in  a  work  written  profeffedly  on  this  fubjecV",  de- 
pends chiefly  on  filling  the  vagina  with  doffils  of 
linen  or  fine  tow  moiflened  with  vinegar.  In 
fome  cafes  he  has  introduced  them  even  into  the 
uterus,  and  with  good  fuccefs. 

*  Obfervations  fur  ks  pertes  de fang  des  femma  en  couches,  et 
Jur  ks  moyens  de  le  guerir.  Svo.  Dijon,  1776. 

CASE 
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CASE  XXII. 

A  WOMAN  of  a  remarkable  robuft  con- 
flitution,  Jin  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  by 
overftraining  herfelf  in  the  harveft,  was  taken 
with  a  flooding,  attended  with  hyfterical  fpafms, 
and  grinding  pains  in  her  back  and  belly.    I  was 
fent  for  to  her  on  the  27th  of  august,  1765. 
being  the  day  after  the  attack :  the  flooding 
had  been   copious,    yet  her  ftrength  did  not 
feem  greatly  impaired,   and  the    pulfe  being 
pretty  full,  I  ventured  to  take  a  few  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  emptied  the  inteftines 
with  an  emollient  clyfter,    and  gave  her  an 
aftringent  mixture.    A  few  hours  after  I  called 
on  her  again,  and  was  told  that  the  flooding 
was  much  abated,  and,  that  contrary  to  my  ad- 
vice, fhe  had  taken  a  walk  into  the  fields.  I 

O  4  con- 
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condemned  her  conduct  in  the  firongeR  terms, 
and  foretold  that  fhe  would  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent of  it,  which  accordingly  happened;  for  in 
the  evening  the  flooding  returned  with  greater 
violence,  and  fhe  had  a  ftrong  hyfteric  fit, 
followed  by  forcing  pains.  I  examined  her, 
and  found  the  dilatation  of  the  os  tinea  fcarcely 
fufficient  to  admit  the  tip  of  my  finger:  I  gave 
her  a  draught  of  the  Peruvian  dccoclion,  to 
which  twenty  drops  of  the  tinttura  thebaica  were 
added,  and  defired  fhe  might  be  kept  cool  and 
quiet,  and  fupplied  with  proper  nourifhment.  This 
advice  being  carefully  followed,  and  the  flooding 
difappearing  in  the  morning,  no  perfuafion  could 
prevail  on  the  woman  to  keep  her  bed,  or  even 
her  room;  fhe  declared  herfelf  perfeftly  well, 
again  walked  into  the  fields,  and  was  again 
taken  with  all  the  fymptoms  as  before,  except  that 
the  flux  was  greater  than  at  firft,  and  the  pulfe 
more  feeble,  fo  that  fhe  fainted  away :  at  this  time 
the  os  tincce  was  fo  much  dilated,  as  to  admit  the 
ends  of  my  two  fingers  ;  placing  the  woman  in 
a  proper  pofition,  I  foon  gained  admiffion  for 

my 
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my  whole  hand,  broke  the  membranes,  and 
with  little  difficulty  efFe&ed  the  delivery  of  the 
fatus,  the  Jecundines  foon  followed,  and  in  ten 
days  (he  was  fo  well  recovered  as  to  purfuc  her 
domeftic  affairs,  and  has  fince  borne  feveral  chil- 
dren. The  manner  in  which  this  woman  in- 

creafed  her  flooding,  by  motion,  fhews  the  great 
neceffity.  of  reft  under  fuch  threatening  cir- 
cumftances ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  event 
was  more  favorable,  reminds  us  of  a  cafe  of 
giffard's,  160,  wherein  he  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  lofe  the  woman,  after  delivering  the  child, 
which  he  attributed  to  her  refllefsnefs,  and  flinging 
herfelf  from  one  fide  to  the  other ;  a  circumftance  he 
adds,  that  much  contributed  to  the  draining ;  for  in 
thefe  cafes,  he  juflly  obferves,  the  patients  ought 
always  to  keep  themfelves  quiet  and  flill,  which 
much  contributes  to  the  flopping  any  hamorrhagt. 

for  abortions  in  the  fourth  month  of  ute- 
rine geftation,  vide  mauriceau,  obf. 57.  104. 164. 

235-  244-362-  385-  4^4-  474-  55  i-  llcro  obf. 
116.  144.  663.  dernobf.  91.  and  la  motte  obf. 

207. 
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207.    216,    217.    356.    &    357.  CHAPMAN, 

cafe  xiii.  fpeaks  of  a  woman,  who  was  taken 
with  a  flooding  in  the  third  month  of  a  falfe 
conception,  but  was  happily  favcd  by  being  deli- 
vered of  a  firm  flefhy  fubftance. — The  experienced 
la  motte,  to  whofe  observations  I  have  referred 
above,  agrees  with  other  writers,  in  the  dange- 
rous confequences  arifing  from  a  flooding,  during 
pregnancy:  and  gives  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who, 
by  a  fall,  was  feized  with  a  flooding,  which  was 
flopped,  and  the  woman  preferved  by  the  imme- 
diate delivery  of  the  child:  he  obferves,  that 
when  the  child  is  fo  fmall,  it  is  not  material  which 
part  is  brought  away  firft;  but  when  it  is  large, 
as  from  the  fifth  to  the  feventh  month,  he  advifes 
the  membranes  to  be  broke,  and  the  child  brought 
footling.  —  In  dr.  smellie's  2d.  vol.  no.  2.  cafe 
viii.  mr.  jordan,  of  folkstone,  in  a  letter  to 
the  do&or,  communicates  an  account  of  a  wo- 
man, who  was  four  months  gone  with  child ;  fhe 
had  been  troubled  with  a  flight  flooding  at  times, 
for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  and  mifcarried  of  a 
fetus  before  he  arrived ;  and  he  underflood  that 

the 
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the  funis  had  feparated,  and  come  away  with  the 
child :  upon  examination,  he  found  part  of  the 
placenta  in  the  vagina,  fo  that  the  05  internum  was 
kept  open,  and  that  part  which  remained  in  the 
uterus  adhered  fo  clofely  to  it,  that  he  could  not 
feparate  it  without  fome  difficulty:  immediately 
after  this  feparation  the  woman  was  eafed  of  her 
pain,  but  fome  time  elapfed  before  fhe  recovered 
her  flrength :  in  cafe  ix.  the  fame  gentleman  gives 
almoft  a  fimilar  inflance  of  a  flooding  and  mif- 
carriage:  alfo,  cafe  xi.  mr.  hengestone,  of 
ipswich,  in  a  letter  to  the  doctor,  defcribes  a 
woman  in  the  fourteenth  week  of  her  pregnancy, 
whom  he  found  much  weakened  by  a  flooding; 
being  able  to  incroduce  two  fingers  into  the  os 
internum  he  broke  the  membranes,  in  hopes,  that 
by  diminifhing  the  contents  of  the  uterus  he 
might  ftay  the  haemorrhage;  but  was  obliged  to 
introduce  his  hand  a  fecond  time,  and  empty  the 

womb  of  its  contents.  m.  puzos,  an  eminent 

French  writer,  fays,  "  he  has  feen  women,  who 
"  evacuated  each  more  than  fix  or  feven  pounds 
"  of  blood  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  before  the 

M  ovum 
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ovum  has  been  difcharged ;  therefore,  fays  he, 
"  when  die  patient  has  pains,  and  the  os  uteri  is  a 
"  little  open;  when  the  floodings  are  attended 
"  with  wcaknefs,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  a 
"  doubt  of  the  feparation  of  fome  parts  of  the 
"  placenta,  we  ought  to  proceed  to  the  delivery, 
"  which  is  then  neceflary,  and  mull  be  per- 
"  formed,  however  little  difpofition  there  fhould 
*'  be  towards  it ;  becaufe,  if  we  fhould  commit 
"  this  operation  to  nature,  which  always  ads 
"  flow  in  flooding,  we  fhould  lofe  a  deal  of 

"  precious  time."  portal,  obf.  81.  relates 

the  cafe  of  a  woman,  afflicted  in  early  pregnancy 
with  a  violent  flux  of  blood,  followed  by  a  foetus 
inclofed  in  its  membranes,  like  an  egg  without 
the  fliell. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXIII. 

A  T- any  period  of  pregnancy,  a  detachment 
of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  muft  be  productive 
of  abortion,  which  oftener  happens  during  the  firft 
months  than  afterwards,  but  feldom  fo  early  as 
the  fixth  or  feventh  week :  a  cafe  of  this  kind 
occurred  to  me  the  14th  of  February,  1766. 
the  woman,  according  to  her  own  calculation, 
which  was  as  ufual  from  the  laft  eruption  of  her 
menfes  to  the  time  of  her  abortion  was  about  the 
feventh  week ;  (he  was  of  a  delicate  habit,  and 
upon  fuffering  a  particular  difappointment  in  her 
affairs,  fpafmodic  contractions  enfued,  attended 
with  a  fmall  flooding,  and  at  intervals  flight 
pains  in  the  belly,  loins  and  thighs ;  the  pulfe 
was  weak  and  contracted:  I  de fired  her  flrenctth 
might  be  fupported  by  nutritious  fluids ;  fuch  as 

falep, 
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falep,  calf's  feet  jelly,  and  veal  broth,  taken 
cold  without  fait  or  fpices;  that  her  drink  might 
be  of  a  cooling  kind,  and  her  mind  kept  as  com- 
pofed  and  flill  as  poffible.  I  likewife  recommended 
a  decoction  of  the  bark  with  an  opiate,  to  be 
taken  at  proper  periods,  and  defired  that  the 
cloths  might  be  faved.  I  left  her  till  ten 
o'  clock  in  the  evening,  when  I  found  that 
fome  large  coagula  had  been  difcharged  by  the 
pains.  Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  whole  that 
could  be  expected  to  come  away,  as  the  attend- 
ants imputed  the  cafe  to  a  falje  conception :  this, 
however,  was  a  point  which  did  not  appear  fuffi- 
ciently  evident  to  me,  and  I  again  defired  the 
cloths  might  be  preferved  for  my  further  iufpec- 
tion,  and  the  medicine  repeated  till  I  fhould  fee 
her  again  in  the  morning ;  when,  upon  vifiting 
her,  and  examining  the  linen,  I  difcovered  an 
ovum,  which  contained  an  embrio  about  the  fize 
of  a  kidney  bean,  in  which,  by  the  help  of  a 
glafs,  the  contours  of  the  human  figure  in  minia- 
ture were  very  curioufly  confpicuous.  The  flood- 
ing leffened  gradually,  and  the  woman  foon  reco- 
vered, dR. 
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dr.  burton  has,  with  much  accuracy,  endea- 
voured to  ftiew  the  regular  progrefs  of  the  foetus. 
mauriceau  pretends  to  determine  the  propor- 
tional increafc  of  fecti  in.  uttro ;  but  his  calcula- 
tions, at  belt,  are  very  uncertain:  and  in  obf. 
297.  he  fays  he  faw  a fa>tus,  of  about  ten  weeks, 
tbat  was  alive,  moved  its  arms  and  legs,  and 
opened  its  mouth ;  the  whole  ovum  was  as  big  as 
an  hen's  egg,  from  whence  it  may  be  judged  to  be 
about  five  or  fix  weeks  at  mod.  —  Hippocrates, 

*  HARTMAN,  SCHURIGIUS,  HARVEY,  K.ERK  RIN'GIUS, 

riolanus,  ruysch,  and  many  other  writers,  are 
very  curious  upon  the  fubjecl  of  embryology:  and  dr. 
johnson  has  given  no  iefs  than  eighteen  hiftoriea 
of  abortions,  in  all  of  which  he  had  the  curiofity 
to  weigh  the  imbrio  and  fatus,  and  has  given  a 
very  particular  account  of  each. 

la  motte,  obf.  2o8.  informs  us  of  a  young 
woman  about  fix  weeks  gone  with  child,  who 

*  m.  s.  c.  dec.  iii.  an.  9  &  10.  obf.  fays,  an  ovum,  that 
was  the  length  of  a  finger,  was  full  of  clear  water,  in  which 
wa3  an  embrio,  of  the  length  of  the  lalt  joim  of  the  little 
finger. 

was 
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was  fcized  with  a  flooding  after  great  fatigue  and  a 
fright;  the  flux  lafled  two  or  three  days,  and  at 
length  was  fo  great,  as  to  require  manual  affiftance, 
which  means  file  was  delivered  of  a  kind  of 
little  bladder,  like  a  hen's  egg  without  a  fhell, 
wherein  was  a  minute  foztus  of  thebignefs  of  a  bee; 
the  flooding  leffened  gradually,  and  fhe  recovered. 

in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  have  often  at- 
tended women  with  the  figns  of  abortion,  before 
the  end  of  the  third  month;  and  frequently, 
when  call'd  in  time,  prevented  a  mifcarriage  by 
bleeding,  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
keeping  the  patient  in  an  horizontal  pofition,  and 
advifing  the  proper  ufe  of  aftringents,  opiates, 
corroborating  and  laxative  medicines ;  but  when 
the  hainorrhagt  has  been  very  fudden  and  violent, 
wetting  many  cloths  in  an  hour ;  the  pains  for- 
cing ;  the  patient's  flrength  much  reduced,  and 
her  fpirits  deprefTed  with  grief ;  if  fhe  was  not 
young  or  healthy ;  but  of  a  lax  or  leucophlegmatic 
habit  i  fubje£l  to  hyflerical  diforders,  liable  to 
faintings;  or,  when  membranous  appearances, 

attended 
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attended  with  pain,  came  away  with  the  fangui- 
neous  difcharge,  an  exit  of  the  ovum  has  generally 
enfued :  and,  indeed,  under  this  laft-mentioned 
circumftance,  I  never  recollecl:  to  have  met  with 
an  inltance,  in  which  the  woman  did  not  mif- 
carry  ;  correfpondent  with  which  remark,  I  find 
the  opinion  of  the  experienced  dr.  leake,  who 
fpeaking  of  the  falfe  chorions  invefting  the  exte- 
rior furface  of  the  placenta,  Sec,  fays,  that  it  may 
be  laid  down  as  a  practical  rule,  without  an  ex- 
ception, that  whenever  a  large  quantity  of  this 
tender  vafcular  membrane  comes  away,  attended 
■with  pain  and  a  Janguineous  difcharge,  it  infal- 
libly denotes  a  feparation  of  the  placenta  from  the 
uterus,  and  the  patient  will  therefore  neceffarily 
mijearry* 

for  examples  of  abortions,  from  the  eighth 
to  the  tenth  week,  vide  mauriceau,  obf.  77. 
154.  297.  508.  694.  dern  obf.  20.  &  144.  and 

GIFFARD,  Obf.  I54. 


djon/s,  fpeaking  of  the  after  birth  in  an  abor- 
tion at  the  end  of  two  or  three  months,  obferves, 

P  that 
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that  if  it  comes  not  away  of  itfelf,  'tis  not 
worth  while  to  be  concerned  at  it,  for  it  is  not 
big  enough,  he  fays,  to  occafion  any  mortal 
fymptoms. — In  fome  cafes  it  may  happen  to  the 
contrary;  but,  I  am  of  opinion,  from  experi- 
ence, that,  in  all  abortions  at  or  about  the  third 
month  of  pregnancy,  the  placenta  will  generally 
come  away  with  the  fettus ;  or,  fo  foon  after  it, 
as  fcarcely  ever  to  make  its  retention  an  obje& 
of  very  material  confequence. 


Case 
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CASE  XXIV. 

COMMUNICATED 
TN     A     LETTER    TO    THE    L\T  t 

DR.   COLIN  MACKENZIE, 

««  4fh.  JULY,  I  766, 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

-  w  JPeRMIT  me  to  relate  a  very 
"  extraordinary  cafe,  which  occurred  to  me  the 
"  2 1  ft.  of  laft  month.  The  wife  of  a  tradefman 
"  ifj  an  adjoining  village,  was  fuddenly,  without 
*  any  apparent  caufe,  attacked  with  a  flooding  in 
"  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy;  the  dif- 
P  2  "  charge 
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charge  was  at  firft  but  very  trifling,  and  a  mid- 
wife was  fent  for,  who  finding  fhe  had  no 
pains,  took  little  farther  notice  of  the  cafe,  but 
left  the  patient,  and  dehred  to  be  called  again 
when  fhe  had  pains,  as  nothing,  fhe  affened, 
could  be  done  without  them.    Two  days  thus 
clapfed,  in  which  time  the  flux  had  increafed  fo 
much,  that  fhe  had  wetted  feveral  cloths  ;  and 
finding  herfelf  now  and  then  in  pain,  and  be- 
ing weakened  by  the  difcharge,  the  midwife 
was  fent  for  again,  and  examined  her ;  but  not 
being  able  to  give  any  fatisfaclory  account  of 
the  matter,  the  hufband,  after  much  perfua- 
fion,  prevailed  on  his  wife  to  let  him  come  for 
me  ;  it  unluckily  happened,  that  at  that  time,  I 
•  was  fix  miles  from  home.    The  man,  however, 
4  came  after  me,  and  I  made  the  utmofl  fpeed 
'with  him  to  his  houfe;  where,  juft  as  we 
1  arrived,  the  midwife  met  us  at  the  door,  and 
'  was  afraid  fhe  faid,  I  was  come  too  late,  for 
'  the  woman  was  flooding  to  death,  and  fhe  could 
4  feel  no  child.    Her  neglecl  in  not  fending 
4  fooner,  became  the  fubjeft  of  fome  alterca- 

"  tion 
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"  tion  between  her  and  the  hufband,  whilft  I 
"  vifited  the  patient,  and  found  the  flux  had 
«'  been  very  violent;  but  the  pulfe  was  not  fo 
*»  low  as  might  have  been  expected,  and  the  vvo- 
"  man.  who  before  had  been  terrified  with  the 
"  imprudent  prognoftic  of  the  midwife,  feemed 
*'  now  to  entertain  a  dawn  of  hope  from  my 
"  afliftance.  I  examined  her,  and  found  the  os 
*'  tinea  largely  dilated  ;  and,  by  the  touch  of  a 
"  foft,  pappy  fubftance,  perceived  it  to  be  the 
"  placenta  which  prefented.  1  immediately  ac- 
"  quainted  the  hufband  of  the  danger,  for'e- 
"  warned  him  that  the  event  was  extremely  uh- 
"  certain,  and,  that  I  thought  the  delivery  fhould 
"  not  be  deferred,  but  wifhed  for  the  advice 
*'  and  aRiftance  of  an  experienced  man  midwife, 
"  whom  I  named  to  him;  he  rejected  my  pro- 
"  pofal,  obligingly  declaring,  he  was  refolved  to 
"  truft  in  me  alone,  and  if  his  wife  died  that  he 
"  would  not  blame  me.  This  was  a  confidence, 
*♦  however,  which  I  could  gladly  have  difpenfed 
•*  wiih,  and  which  fill'd  me  with  much  care  and 
u  anxiety ;  the  woman  fuddenly  fainted  away, 

P3  The' 
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"  The  emergency  of  the  cafe  feemcd  every 
moment  more  prefling,  and  finding  that  imme- 
*'  diate  delivery  was  the  laft  expedient  to  fave  the 
"  patient;  I  placed  her  in  a  proper  poflure,  and 
"  gently  endeavoured  to  infinuate  ray  hand  into 
the  uterus,  by  the  fide  of  the  protruding  pla- 
*'  centa,  but  it  was  fo  firmly  attached  all  round  to 
*'  the  cervix  uteri,  that  I  was  reluclantly  obliged 
*'  to  ufe  fome  force  in  paflxng  by  it ;  having  done 
M  which,  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  immedi- 
V  ately  found  one  of  the  child's  hands  in  mine ; 
ci  but  the  feet  being  the  objecl  of  my  enquiry 
"  I  pafTed  it  by,  fearched  for,  and  brought 
M  them  down  into  the  vagina,  and  effected  th« 
*'  birth,  as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  cafes.  Thede- 
"  livery  took  me  up  exactly  fix  minutes  ;  during 
ft  which  time,  the  woman  had.  two  fainting  fits, 
44  and  from  the  laft,  I  really  thought  (he  never 
41  would  have  recovered ;  but  foon  after  the 
*'  birth  had  the  Jiappinefs  to  fee  her  revive  a  lit- 
"  tie,  and  take  a  fmall  glafs  of  red  wine  and 
"  water.  As  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  en- 
**  tire  reparation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus, 

44  and 


M  and  the  kamorrhage  flill  continued,  I  thought 
41  it  beft  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  delivery  of  it, 
"  therefore  brought  it  forth  with  all  potfible  care 
V  and  expedition. —  The  flooding  flopped  hnme- 
"  diately  on  the  delivery;  fince  which  it  is  now 
"  a  fortnight;  and  as  the  woman  is  naturally  of  a 
"  good  cOnftitution,  and  every  day  gets  ftronger, 
14  I  have  no  doubt  of  her  thorough  recovery ; 
{*  the  child,  which  was  fmall  and  weakly,  fur- 
*»  vived  only  five  days. 

'*  I  am,  8cc." 
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THE  ANSWER, 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

I  A  M  favoured  with  your  cafe  of 
**  the  placenta  prefentation,  attended  with  a  flood- 
"  ing,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  melancholy  cafes 
*'  that  the  practice  can  afford ;   for  whenever 
"  there  is  an  adhefion  of  the  placenta  to  the  cervix 
"  or  os  uteri,  the  worft  confequences  may  be 
"  dreaded.- — The  expeditious  manner  of  deliver- 
"  ing  the  child  was  the  undoubted  means  of 
"  faving  tlje  mother's  life — as  the  hemorrhage 
'*  recurred,  you  was  juftified  in  bringing  away 
t*  the  placenta  without  lofs  of  time. — An  un- 
"  happy  inftance  of  the  like  kind,  with  this 
«'  difference  only,  that  the  woman  had  got  to  her 

"  full 
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"  full  term,  came  to  my  fliare  about  two  years 
41  ago — another  practitioner  was  employed,  who 
M  finding  the  placenta  offer,  fent  for  me ;  the  wq- 
"  man  had  flooded  very  freely,  was  much  weak- 
"  ened,  and  at  times  had  little  pains ;  the  os  in- 
"  iernum  was  fufficiently  dilated,  to  diftinguifh, 
"the  prcfenting  body,  and  a  fpeedy  delivery 
"  was  agreed  on  between  us  as  the  fafeft  expedi- 
*'  ent;  but  the  inflant  the  os  internum  was 
"  flretched  for  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  the 
"  flux  came  on  fo  rapidly,  that  although  not  a 
"  moment  was  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  the 
"  child  and  fecundities,  the  woman  expired  ere 
"  the  firfl  was  well  over  —  providentially  fuch. 
"  cafes  rarely  happen.  I  congratulate  you  oa 
"  your  fuccefs  ;  and  am,  8cc." 


giffard,  cafe  xviii.  fpeaks  of  a  woman,  who 
I  flooded,  and  had  been  feized  with  convulfions ; 
I  he  found  the  placenta  feparated  from  the  womb, 
and  at  the  os  internum:  upon  which  he  paffed  up 
his  hand,  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet,  and 

faved 
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faved  the  mother:  alfo  cafe  115.  he  mentions  a 
flooding  in  the  eighth  month,  in  which  b;  f-j  ex- 
ceeded by  turning  the  child,  and  bringing  it 
footling;  and  here  he  firfl  begins  to  entertain  an 
idea,  that  the  placenta  fometimes  adheres  to  tht 
OS  internum,  and  not  always  to  the  fundus  utei  ■  ac= 
cording  to  the  almoft  general  opinion  qJ  writers  on 
this  fubjecl  before  his  time :  cafe  cxvi.  furnifhes 
him  with  afrefh  proof  of  the  placentas  adhefion  to 
the  os  internum  ;  he  paffed  his  hand  by  it  into  the 
uterus,  and  by  delivering  footling,  faved  both 
mother  and  child:  cafe  cxli.  he  fpeaks  of  a 
flooding  in  the  eighth  month ;  the  child  was 
brought  footling,  but  the  woman  died  nine  hours 
after  the  delivery :  his  cafe  ccxv.  reprefents  a  very 
bad  flooding  preceding  delivery;  wherein  the 
child  was  brought  forth,  but  the  mother  died  foon 
after  its  birth :  and  in  cafe  ccxxiv.  he  gives  a 
flooding  previous  to  the  delivery ;  when  upon 
palling  his  hand  through  the  os  internum  he  felt 
part  of  the  placenta  adhering  round  about  it, 
which  induced  him  to  give  an  opinion  in  a  point 
of  midwifery,  in  which  he  diners  from  moft  of  the 

authors 
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authors  who  had  written  on  that  fubjecl;  it  is 
generally  believed,  he  fays,  that  the  ovum>  after 
its  impregnation  and  feparation  from  the  ovarium, 
and  its  paffing  through  the  tuba  fallopiana,  always 
adheres  and  is  fixed  after  fome  time  to  the  fun- 
dus uteri  \  in  this  cafe,  the  placenta  adhered  and 
was  fixed  clofe  to  and  round  about  the  cervix 
vtcri,  as  he  had  found  it  in  many  other  cafes ; 
fo  that  upon  a  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  a  fepara- 
tion has  always  followed,  and  hence  a  flooding 
naturally  enfues :  it  has  been  obferved,  continues 
author,  that  the  ovum,  if  it.  is  flopped  in  the 
tuba  fallopiana,  and  does  not  readily  pafs  through, 
will  fometimes  adhere  to  the  tube,  (tho'  it  is  very 
raiely  it  fo  happens)  and  there  makes  its  nidus, 
;  and  a  foetus  will  be  formed  there  ;  of  which  he 
:fcas  given  an  inftance,  where  a  foetus  was  formed, 
.  and  contained  feveral  months  in  a  facculus  out  af 
i the  womb;  fo  likewife,  if  the  ovum  palfes  thro' 
:  the  tube,  and  falls  into  the  womb,  it  may  adhere 
to  the  fides  of  it,  or  near  its  neck,  as  well  as  to 
the  bottom  ;  but  mofl  commonly  it  is  fixed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  womb,  as  being  the  part  where 

the 
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the  blood  veffels  arc  largeft  and  mod  plentiful, 
whereby  the  foetus  muft,  of  confequence,  receive 
mofl  nourifhmcnt.  After  giving  this  opinion, 
he  clofes  the  cafe  which  led  to  it,  by  informing 
us,  that  he  brought  the  child,  which  was  dead, 
footling,  and  faved  the  mother:  it  is  in  his  cafe 
clvii.  that  giff a rd  relates  the  particular  hiftory  of 
the  foetus  contained  in  a  Jacculus  without  the  womb, 
and  protruded  thro'  the  anus,  cyprianus  has  a 
furprizing  cafe,  wherein  he  faved  a  woman  with 
an  extra  uterine  fctlus.  Vide  s m  el l i  e' s  extra  ute- 
rine fxtt/Jfes,  vol.  ii.  coll.  5.  chapman  alfo,  p. 
129.  produces  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  a 
child  that  was  delivered  at  the  anus,  about  fix 
or  feven  months  oldj-^-there  is  like  wife  an  ac- 
count of  an  extraordinary  abortion,  by  mr. 
monro,  in  the  Medical  Efiays  and  Obferva- 
tions  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  hamorrhages  of  the 
womb,  flopped  by  pulv.  jlyptic.  Hdvetii  given 
in  drops  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe;! 
it  is  much  recommended  by  dr.  Alexander 
Thompson,  of  montrose;  who  alfo  tells  us, 
that  he  has  prefcribed  it  in  the  Jluor  albus,  andi 

been 
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been  furprized  at  its  good  effects :  and,  that  it  is 
compofed  of  equal  quantities  of  the  alum  and 
Janguis  draconis,  the  alum  being  firft  melted  in  a 
crucible,  and  the  Janguis  draconis  added  to  it, 
and  then  powdered  together  in  a  mortar.  How 
contrary  to  this  practice  is  the  opinion  of  dr. 
leake,  who  appeals  to  common  experience  for 
the  injury  done  by  Jlyp tic  medicines  given  to  re- 
train internal  hamorrhages ;  and  endeavours  to 
prove,  by  their  action  on  the  vafcular  fyftem, 
that  they  muft  neceffarily  increafe  the  flooding. 
He  gives  a  cafe,  in  which  face.  Jaturni  was  par- 
ticularly injurious  to  a  lady  labouring  under  the 
Jluor  albus,  as  well  as  an  immoderate  flow  of  the 
menfes ;  inftead  therefore  of  bracing  the  vafcular 
fyftem  by  Jlyptics,  he  recommends  Jedatives  :  to 
this  end,  he  advifes  the  fourth  part  of  a  grain  of 
emetic  tartar  to  be  given,  and  repeated  by  due 
intervals,  fo  as  only  to  excite  a  flight  naufea 
without  vomiting :  alfo,  the  faline  draught  with 
nitre  \  or,  the  Jal  Jedativus  of  Hamburgh,  from 
five  grains  to  a  fcruple.  Much  refpect  is  due  to 
dr.  leake  for  his  obfervations  on  the  nature  and 

treatment 
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treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhages ;  and,  it  were  fin- 
cerely  to  be  wiflied,  that  the  practice  he  has  here 
recommended  was  eflablifhed  beyond  a  doubt; 
efpecially,  as  it  is  well  known,  according  to  his 
own  affertion,  that  internal  hemorrhages  will  often, 
at  laft  entirely  ceafe,  without  the  amftance  of  any 
medicines  whatever,  efpecially  when  profufe.  In 
the  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries*  art.  32. 
p.  369.  we  meet  with  a  curious  cafe  of  an  extra 
uterine  foetus,  defcribed  by  mr.  john  bard,  furgeon 
at  new  YORK,  ir.  a  letter  to  dr.  john  fothergill, 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  fociety  :  and  in 
the  fame  ufeful  and  inflrudlive  collection,  vol.  iii, 
art.  33.  p.  341.  the  account  of  an  extrauterine 
foetus  is  given  in  a  letter  to  dr.  hunter,  by  mr. 

WILLIAM  HEY,   at  LEEDS.      Dr.  SMELLIE,  Vol.  Hi. 

no.  2.  cafe  iii.  gives  an  inftance  of  a  violent  hce~ 
morrhage  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy  ;  the 
placenta  prefenting  at  the  os  uteri,  and  by  the  neg-- 
left  of  an  eminent  doctor  it  proved  fatal  to  the 
poor  woman  ;  notwithftanding  our  author  brought 
away  the  foetus  in  the  moft  tender,  careful,  and  ex- 
peditious manner :  in  cafex.  of  the  fame  no.  wealfo 

meet 
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meet  with  an  infhnce  of  a  flooding;  the  p!a- 
etnta  prefented ;  the  woman  was  delivered  by  mr. 

eR  }Who  fent  the  doctor  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe, 

and  the  woman  recovered  beyond  expectation.—- 
Mr.  mi'dge,  of  Plymouth,  in  letters  to  dr.  s mel- 
iie.  has  given  four  cafes  of  flooding;  in  the  third 
of  which  the  woman  was  attacked  with  a  flooding 
in  the  eighth  month;    the    child's   arm  pre- 
fented;   the  child  was  delivered  footling,  and 
the  woman  recovered :  and  in  the  Jaft  cafe,  the 
placenta  prefented,  the  woman  was  in  imminent 
danger,  the  child  was  brought  footling,  and  the 
•  "woman  recovered :  alfo,  in  cafe  16.  in  a  letter 
from  dr.  n  .  is  given  an  account  of  a  flood- 
ing, in  which  the  placenta  prefented ;  the  foztus 
was  immediately  turned,  the  feet  brought  down, 
the  body  and  head  delivered ;  but  in  fpite  of  all 
bis  endeavours  bad  fymptoms  fupervened,  and 
the  woman  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  her  deli- 
very. —  portal,  in  his  fecond  obfervation,  has 
mentioned  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  who  was  afflicted 
with  an  exceffive  flooding  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  time;  flie  was  in  the  grcatcft  danger,  he  there- 
lore 
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fore  introduced  his  hand,  broke  the  membranes, 
which  were  full  of  water ;  and  after  having  found 
the  child's  feet  delivered  the  woman,  but  the  child 
was  dead:  in  obf.  29.  he  gives  another  inflance  of 
a  uterine  flux  preceding  labour,  which  had  conti- 
nued three  weeks  fucceffively ;  he  found  the  pla- 
centa in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  a  violent  pain 
forced  the  head  thro1  the  after-burden,  and  he 
fafely  delivered  the   woman:   not   long  after 
which  he  tells  us,  he  was  called  to  a  gentlewo- 
man in  the  eighth  month,  alfo  labouring  under 
the  fame  circumftances,  whom  he  likewife  fafely 
delivered:   in  obf.  39.    he  was  more  unfortu- 
nate in  the  cafe  of  a  gentlewoman,  whom  he 
found  without  either  fenfe  or  motion,  having 
been  affli&ed  with  a  violent  flux  of  blood  nine- 
teen days  fucceffively;  (he  had  no  chance  left 
but  that  of  a  fpeedy  delivery,  which  he  effecled 
without  much  difficulty,  but  the  patient  died  foon 
after:  in  obf.  41.  we  find  he  likewife  delivered  a 
woman  near  her  full  time,  labouring  under  a  vio- 
lent flux  of  blood,  and  with  much  difficulty  faved 
her:  in  obf.  51.  he  tells  us  of  the  delivery  of  a 

woman, 
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Woman,  reduced  to  the  utmoft  danger  of  her  file 
by  reafon  of  a  moft  violent  flux  of  blood;  he 
broke  thro'  the  membranes,  and  with  fome  diffi- 
culty delivered  the  child,  both  which,  as  well  as 
its  mother,  did  well  :  and  here  our  author,  after 
advifing  a  fpeedy  delivery  in  all  cafes  where  the 
uterine  hemorrhage  is  very  violent,  makes  the 
following  curious  obfervation :  "  that  among  all 
the  different  forts  of  non-natural  births,  our 
prefent  cafe  is  one  of  the  lead  difficult;  becaufe 
the  membranes  not  being  broken  before  you  meet 
with  the  child  in  the  waters,  it  muff  confequently 
i  eafily  be  turned  after  their  opening;  befides, 
I  that  the  coming  away  of  the  waters  moiftens  the 
|  paffages,  and  confequently  promotes  the  deli- 
'  verv.1' 

in  fuch  cafes  as  he  here  recites,  can  arty  thing 
tbe  more  fhocking  than  the  apparently  perilous 
:ftate  of  both  parent  and  offspring,  at  a  time 
when  they  are  mutually  parting  (by  the  gradual 
ftrcam  or  hafty  flood]  with  the  very  elfence  of 
their  cxiftence ;  the  mother,  perhaps,  fcarcely 

faved 
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faved  with  the  greateft  fkill,  judgment,  and  dex- 
terity ;  and  the  child,  notwithflanding  the  utmofl 
care  and  tendernefs,  moft  probably  deflined  to 
premature  deftruction ;  the  uterine  flux,  together 
with  the  evacuation  of  the  waters  by  the  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  will  undoubtedly  occafion  fuch 
a  relaxation  of  the  parts  as  to  leflen  the  muf- 
cular  refiftance  to  the  entrance  of  the  hand ;  but 
will  the  feeling  and  confiderate  practitioner  (and 
I  truft,  there  are  very  few  without  the  fine  ft 
feelings  and  moft  tender  confiderationj  take  upon 
him  to  declare  fuch  births  the  leaft  difficult 
and  tremendous,  which  muft  neceffarily  fill  the 
mind  with  the  moft  fenfible  care  and  anxiety. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  in  fome  meafure  to  mi- 
tigate this  ftri£ture,  perhaps  it  is  neceflary  to  con- 
line  our  authors  meaning,  merely  to  the  operation 
of  delivery  alone. 

in  obf.  69.  of  the  laft-mentioned  author,  is  de- 
fcribed  the  delivery  of  a  woman  eight  months 
gone  with  child,  who,  by  a  violent  flux  of  blood, 
was  reduced  to  a  miferable  condition,  and  with, 

much 
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much  difficulty  faved  after  he  had  delivered  the 
child  by  its  feet:  and  in  his  laft  obfervation,  her 
mentions  the  delivery  of  a  gentlewoman  feized 
-with  a  violent  flux  of  blood  in  the  feventh  month 
of  her  time :  and  afterwards  again,  towards  the 
eighth  month;  in  both  which  cafes  the  pa- 
tient, although  in  the  greateft  danger,  was 
fafely  delivered,  and  reftored  to  her  former  health: 
in  the  year  1683.  he  likewife  affirms  to  have  de- 
livered no  lefs  than  five  women  under  the  fame 
circumftances,  and  not  one  died.  Vide  la  m<3tte, 
chap.  16.  obf,  237,  238,239,  Sc  240. 

The  following  inftance  of  the  placenta  pre- 
fenting  before  the  head  of  the  child  occurred 
to  dr.  johxsox,  in  may  1767.— when  he  came, 
he  found  the  head  of  the  child  clofe  to  the  05 
vagina,  preceded  by  the  membranes,  diftended 
with  the  liquor  amnii,  and  a  part  of  the  placenta 
extending  from  the  pubes,  moflly  from  one  fide  of 
the  Jymphyjis  before  part  of  the  head.  The  patient 
had  been  in  labour  three  hours,  during  which 
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time,  though  the  os  uteri  had  been  gradually  di- 
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lating,  and  the  head  advancing  along  the  pelvis, 
yet    there    had    not  enfued   any  confulerable 
lofs  of  blood,  for  there  was  not  one  cloth  wet: 
but  whilft  the  head  came  through  the  os  Vagina, 
the  difcharge  was  fo  copious  as  to  wet  three, 
notwithftanding  the  time  was  but  very  fhort ; 
for  having  broke  the  membranes  ciofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  placenta,  which  was  now  not  far 
from  the  centre  of  the  orifice,  the  liquor  amnii 
flowed,  and  by  the  help  of  three  or  four  pains 
the  child  came  forth,  immediately  attended  by 
the  fecundines :  the  child  was  but  of  a  fmall  fize, 
and  judging  from  circumftances,  had  probably 
died  about  the  beginning  of  labour. 

mauriceau,  in  his  chapter  of  floodings,  ad- 
vifes  fpeedy  delivery  as  the  only  means  to  fave 
the  woman  and  child  under  fuch  alarming  acci- 
dents: —  and  guillemeau,  in  chap.  13.  of  his 
fecondbook  of  happy  deliveries,  makes  mention 
of  fix  or  feven  hiftories  to  confirm  this  verity. 
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CASE  XXV. 

February  19,  1769.  1  was  fent  for  to  a 

w  oman  who  was  about  fix  months  gone  with  child, 
and  from  a  fright  two  days  before  had  been 
feized  with  a  flooding;  the  fyflem  was  weakened 
by  repeated  mifcarriages,  and  fhe  had  never  be- 
fore proceeded  farther  than  the  fourth  month : 
flie  was   taken  with  continual   pains    in  her 
back  and  belly,  attended  with  retchings  and 
frequent  fhiverings ;  fhe  had  flooded  fo  much 
as   to    be   quite   languid   and    faint,  and  at 
times  had  cold  fweats.    The  pains  were  now 
fmall,  with  regular  intermiflions,  and  bore  down; 
her  belly  it  was  obferved  was  greatly  funk ;  fhe 
had  not  felt  the  child  for  many  hours,  and  had 

Q  3  com- 
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complained  of  the  fenfation  of  a  large  Ioofe 
lump  falling  from  fide  to  fide  as  {he  moved.  Con- 
fidering  her  former  flate  of  health  and  prefent 
fituation,  I  gave  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  there 
was  little  or  no  probability  to  fave  her,  even  by 
delivery;  but,  that  I  thought  it  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted, as  the  only  method  which  could  give 
her  a  chance  of  life,  and  without  doing  it  was 
to  furrender  her  to  certain  death,  Having  met 
with  the  full  concurrence  of  her  hufband  and 
relations,  after  lubricating  my  hand,  I  paffed  it  up 
to  the  05  uteri,  which  I  dilated  gently  with  my  fin- 
gers, fo  as  eafily  to  obtain  a  paffage  for  my  whole 
Tiand  into  the  uterus,  where,  upon  rupturing  the 
membranes  the  child's  feet  prefented,  which  I 
immediately  brought  down,  and  the  body  and 
head  followed  with  little  difficulty ;  the  placenta 
came  away  almofl  inftantly ;  the  child  was  livid, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  fome  time  dead ;  for 
many  hours  after  the  delivery,  although  the  he- 
morrhage was  but  very  trifling,  it  was  difficult 
to  keep  life  in  the  patient ;  fometimes  the  pulfe 
was  totally  imperceptible,  and  fhe  had  fcarcely 

power 
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power  to  fwallow  a  tea  fpoonful  of  any  liquid  ;  the 
pulfe,  however,  gradually  returned,  and  got  more 
flrength  as  the  draining  abated,  and  after  fome 
time  {he  could  fwallow  a  large  fpoonful  at  a  time  of 
a  cordial  mixture  I  had  prepared  for  her ;  by  the 
help  of  every  fuitable  remedy,  which  her  weak 
condition  required,  and  a  diet  of  the  moll  nutri- 
tious kind,  in  about  five  months  after  her  deli- 
very fhe  recovered  a  ftate  of  health  beyond  ex- 
pectation ;  but  becoming  again  pregnant,  altho7 
every  means  were  ufed,  which  a  tender  and  re- 
laxed habit  required,  and  proper  precaution  taken 
to  prevent  {hocks  of  every  kind,  {he  unhappily 
contracted  a  putrid  fore  throat,  fuddenly  mifcar- 
ried  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  month,  and 
died  of  flooding  in  a  very  few  hours  after ;  and 
I  was  informed,  that  the  marks  of  putrefaction 
were  the  next  day  fo  intolerable  offenfive,  as  to 
make  it  necelTary  to  inter  the  corpfe  with  all 
convenient  fpeed.  —  la  motte,  obf.  211.  gives, 
the  cafe  of  a  woman,  feized  with  a  great 
flooding  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  time ;  he 
found  the  arm  of  the  child  hanging  out  of 
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tlie  vagina,  which  he  returned,  and  found  the 
feet ;  but,  notwithflanding  this,  the  os  tincce  was 
fo  hard  and  inflexible,  as  to  prevent  the  delivery, 
till  he  had  made  a  dccocYion  of  fpme  emollient 
ingredients,  over  which  the  patient  was  to  fit  on 
a  clofe  ftool;  by  which  means  the  orifice  was 
relaxed,  and  he  introduced  his  hand  without  any 
trouble,  took  hold  of  the  feet,  and  drew  them 
out  with  eafe.    The  woman,   he  adds,  was 
abroad  fix  days  after,  as  if  nothing  had  been  the 
matter  with  her. — In  dr.  smellie's  2d  vol.  no.  2. 
cafe  vii.  we  meet  with  the  account  of  a  woman 
he  attended,  who  was  very  much  weakened  by  a 
conftant  draining  of  blood  from  the  uterus,  Which 
had  begun  two  months  after  conception :  the  os 
ulcri  being  open,  and  the  membranes  pufhed 
down  with  the  waters,  thefe  laft  were  pierced 
with  a  pair  of  fciffais,  and  the  waters  being  dif- 
charged,  the  uterus  contracted  fo,  that  its  vef- 
fels  no  longer  poured  forth  their  contents,  and 
came  in  contact  with  the  body  of  the  child, 
which  was  delivered  when  the  pains  returned. 
In  the  fwH  volume  of  the  fame  author,  no.  2. 

cafe  i. 
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cafe  i.  he  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  woman  he  was 
fent  for  to,  who  was  attacked  with  an  hcemor- 
rhagt  from  the  uterus  in  the  fixth  month  of  preg- 
nancy,   occaGoned  by  a  fall  from   a  horfe ; 
the  difcharge  at  firft'  was   fmall,  but  the  next 
evening  it  was  increafed  with  flight  {trainings, 
which,  however,  by  proper  care,  abated ;  but, 
neverthelefs,  for  feveral  days  fhe  had  a  bloody 
Jcrum  continually    draining  ;    and    eight  days 
after   fhe  received   the  fall  he  was  called  in 
great  hafte,  when  fhe  had  difcharged  a  large 
coagulum  of  blood,  followed  by  a  violent  flood- 
ing, which  ftill  continued.     He  advifed  another 
gentleman  of  the  profeffion  to.  be  called,  who 
came  accordingly,  and,  it  was  their  joint  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  neceffary  to  deliver  her  as  foon 
as  pofhble  ;  buc  the  os  uUri  not  being  dilatable, 
the  attempt  proved,  for  theprefent,  ineffe&ual,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  keep  her  alive  by  fuitable  nou- 
rifhmcnt,  till  the  parts  fhould  grow  more  foft  and 
fielding,  or  the  labour  become  more  vigorous ; 
the  flooding  returned  about  nine  or  ten  at  night,  - 
but  was  foon  retrained  by  fifteen  drops  of  liquid 

laudanum. 
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laudanum.    She  continued  in  this  way  for  three 
days,  the  flooding  returning  four  or  five  times, 
and  abating  on  repeating  the  draught.    At  the 
end  of  this  period  {lie  was  again  attacked  with 
another  violent  difcharge.  which  did  not  abate 
as  formerly  ;  now  finding  the  os  uteri  fofter,  and, 
to  appearance,  more  yielding;  a  feebnd  trial  was 
made,  and  the  hand  introduced  into  :he  uterus, 
the  membranes  broke,  the  child  was  delivered,  and 
the  woman  faved  with  much  difficulty,  after  con- 
tinuing many  days  in  a  weak  and  low  condition. 
portal,  obf.  43.  fpeaks  of  a  woman  he  was 
called  to  in  the  fixth  month  of  her  reckoning, 
who  was  troubled  with  a  violent  flux  of  hjood, 
when  he  found  it  neceffary  to  deliver  by  fearching 
for  the  child's  feet,  which  he  found,  and  accom- 
plifhed  the  delivery  in  the  ufual  manner,  and 
the  woman  did  well. 
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CASE  XXVI. 

AbORTIONS,  from  the  fixth  to  the  end  of  the 
ninth  month,  it  is  generally  allowed  are  attended 
with  more  danger  to  the  mother  than  at  any  earlier 
period  of  pregnancy ;  and  through  the  whole  of 
his  practice  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  fkilfui 
man-midwife  will  feldom  nieet  a  trial,  which 
can  prove  a  truer  criterion  of  his  (kill  and  dex- 
terity, than  that  of  conducting  his  patient  fafely 
through  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  when  happening  be- 
tween the  fixth  and  feventh  month ;  becaufe  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  is  commonly  fo  fmall,  and 
its  orifice  fo  very  thick,  and  fometimes  rigid,  as 
but  feldom  to  admit  the  hand  with  fuch  facility 
and  quicknefs  as  fometimes  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe  requires,  e.  g.  march  14,  1770.  I  was 
called  to  a  woman  who  was  between  fix  and 
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feven  months  gone  with  child,  and  who,  three 
days  before,  was  attacked  with  a  flooding,  which 
fhe  imputed  to  a  violent  cough.  The  flooding  had 
been  copious,  but  it  was  now  fomewhat  abated. 
She  was  rather  plethoric,  tho' naturally  of  a  good 
conflkution ;  and  although  fhe  had  loft  much 
blood  by  the  flux,  the  pulfe  was  ftill  in  a  flateto 
juflify  venasfeclion,  which  I  performed,  and,  on 
examination,  found  the  aperture  of  the  os  tincce, 
but  very  fmatl,  thick  and  rigid  to  the  touch.  I 
defired  file  might  be  kept  ftill  and  eafy,  and  that 
night  gave  her  a  few  grains  of  pil.  Japonac.  and 
as  fhe  objected  to  its  form  as  a  pill,  diffolved  it, 
and  gave  it  her  in, a  draught  of  aqua  hyjfopii.  I 
alfo  ordered  her  a  pectoral  drink  of  fliccd  figs 
and  ftoned  raifms,  together  with  a  pectoral 
mixture,  of  which  I  recommended  the  taking 
two  or  three  fpoonsful  when  the  cough  was  molt 
troublefomc.  I  called  on  her  in  the  morning, 
and  was  pleafed  to  hear  fhe  had  refled  better 
than  for  many,  nights  before  ;  that  the  cough  was 
much  appealed,  and  the  flooding  had  been  but 
little.  I  purfued  my  plan  of  giving  her  opiates  at 
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night,  and  pectorals  occafionally,  befides  laying 
proper  injunctions  on  her  diet  and  regimen.  As 
the  flooding  for  five  days  had  been  very  trifling, 
recurring  in  fmall  quantities,  perhaps  once  or 
twice  only  in  twelve  hours ;  and  the  ftate  of  the 
pulfe,  to  which  I  paid  particular  attention,  re- 
mained tolerably  good,   I  began  to  conceive 
hopes    of  entirely  retraining  the  hemorrhage, 
and  of  fafely  conducting  her  to  her  full  time. 
As  fhe   lived  at   a   difiance,  and  from  mo- 
tives of  ceconomy,    deGred   my  attendance  at 
fuch  times  onlv  as  fhe  fliould  fend  to  defire  it. 
I  heard  nothing  more  from  her  till  three  weeks 
after  my  lad  vifit,  when  I  was  fuddenly  called 
upon  to  attend  her  with  all  fpeed,  as  the  flooding 
had  returned,  and  fhe  was  in  great  danger.  I 
under  flood  upon  the  road  by  the  meffenger,  that 
another  practitioner  had  the  day  before  acciden- 
tally called  in  upon  her:  and,  although  he  was 
told  that  I  had  attended  her,  and  faw  my  medi- 
cines in  the  houfe,  he  very  oflicioufly  advifed 
another  bleeding,  which  was  performed,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood  taken  away  than, the 
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patient's  flrcngih  could  bear ;  for  the  uterine  ha- 
morrhage  was  much  increafed,  attended  with  no 
pains  but  an  emiffion  of  coagula.  The  pulfe 
was  much  funk,  and  the  woman  reduced  to 
extreme  danger  :  upon  examination,  the  os  tinea 
felt  thick  and  rigid,  but  was  enough  dila- 
ted for  the  admiffion  of  two  fingers.  She  was 
feized  with  a  fainting  fit  ;  I  informed  the  pa- 
tient's friends  of  her  danger,  and  defircd  the 
affiftance  of  a  gentleman  of  long  experience  in 
the  pra&ice  of  midwifery,  who  was  immedi- 
ately fent  for,  but  at  that  time  fo  much  indifpofed 
as  not  to  be  able  to  go  abroad.  The  bufinefs 
was  now  become  very  ferious,  and  of  the  laft 
importance,  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft ;  the 
difcharge  increafed,  another  fainting  fit  enfued, 
and  the  woman  appeared  to  be  finking  apace  : 
upon  which  I  employed  my  utmoft  efforts  to 
gain  admittance  into  the  uterus  for  my  whole 
hand,  which  I  could  not  effe&  without  much 
trouble  :  upon  rupturing  the  membranes  a  prodn 
gio us  quantity  of  waters  iffued  forth;  I  found  th<5 
head  prefented  to  my  hand,  I  pufhed  it  up,  and 
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palling  by  it,  found  the  feet :  but  do  not  remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  greater  difficulty  in  any 
preternatural  delivery  that  ever  occurred  to  me, 
being  obliged  to  employ  the  blunt  hook,  both 
in  the  delivery  of  the  (boulders  and  head,  ovv- 
iug,  I  apprehend,  folely  to  the  flubborn  refif- 
lance  of  the  os  uteri;  for  the  pelvis  was  well 
formed,  the  child  but  fraall,  and  the  woman 
had  before  brought  two  children  at  their  full 
time;  the  child  appeared  to  have  been  dead 
fome  time;  the  fymptoms  continued,  and  the 
Jecundines  not  following  the  delivery,  I  intro- 
duced my  hand  and  brought  them  away.  The 
nan  revived  foon  after  the  delivery,  and  drank 
a  cupfull  of  warm  rhenifh  wine  and  water :  for 
many  weeks  after,  (lie  continued  in  a  low  and 
weak  way;  but  by  the  help  of  reftorative  me- 
dicines, and  a  nourifhing  diet,  at  length  reco- 
vered; and  feems  truly  fenfible,  that  flie  mutt 
inevirably  have  perifhed,  if  means  to  fave  her 
hai  been  longer  delayed,  mauriceau  remarks, 
that  where  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was  foft,  thin, 
and  equal,  the  patient  generally  recovered  ;  but  if 
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the  contrary,  fLe  often  died. — pfj;  is  of  the  fame 
opinion,  and  pronounces  death  to  the  patient 
from  his  own  experience,  when  violent  force,  in 
fuch  cafes,  is  employed  to  dilate  the  os  uteri: 
this  cafe,  however,  happily  proved  one  exception 
to  the  rule,  which  that  experienced  accoucheur 
has  deduced  from  his  own  practice. — This  cafe 
was  communicated  in  a  letter  to  dr.  Mackenzie, 
who  approved  of  my  conduct  in  the  treatment  of 
the  patient:  and  afks,  if  the  difficulty  of  deli- 
very, as  the  child  had  been  fome  time  dead, 
might  not  proceed  from  its  being  fuelled?  but  as 
I  did  not  fee  that  the  child  was  in  any  part  par- 
ticularly tumificd,  I  think  it  is  moft  likely,  the 
trouble  which  enfued,  arofe  from  the  uncommon : 
thicknefs  of  the  os  uteri. — giffard's  cafe  120. 
contains  an  inflance  of  a  flooding  in  the  feventh 
month,  wherein  the  mother  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity,  but  was  delivered  by  turning  the 
child,  and  at  length  recovered.    In  cafe  1S6.  of 
the  fame  author,  we  meet  with  another  flooding 
in  the   feventh  month,   where   the  child  was 
brought  footling,  was  dead,  and  the  woman  re- 
covered. 
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covered.    And  in  his  laft  cafe,  he  alfo  treats, 
of  a  flooding,  where  one  arm  and  part  of  the 
placenta  flipped  down  below  the  os  internum  \  the 
patient  was  in  the  feventh  month  of  her  preg-. 
nancy ;  he  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet,  and  the 
placenta  being  detached  from  the  itttms,  eaflly 
followed  the  birth  of  the  child;  notwithflanding 
which,  the  unhappy  woman  continued  draining, 
and  died  foon  after  the  delivery. — Dr.  smellie, 
vol.  3.  no.  2.  cafe  ii.  gives  an  account  of  his 
being  called  to  a  woman  who  was  attacked  with 
a  flooding  in  the  feventh  month  of  pregnancy. 
She  had  flooded  for  feveral  days ;  at  length, 
:  fainting  and  cold  fweats  coming  on,  the  dodlor, 
:at  the  defire  of  her  friends,  with  the  moft  for-; 
lorn  hope  of  fuccefs,  delivered  the  foetus,  but 
■riot  without  ufing  fuch  a  degree  of  force  as  to 
tear  the  os  uteri,  which  gave  him  much  con- 
cern, as  in  an  inftance  of  a  fimilar  kind,  the 
Mroman  died  foon  after  ;  but  here,  contrary  to  his 
-expectation,  conliderinj  the  low  condition  flic 
Was,  in  at  the  delivery,  this  patient  recovered* 
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for  further  examples  of  uterine  hamorrhagts^ 
fee  the  celebrated  Hoffman,  vol.  iii.  p.  183. 
obf.  1.    giffard,  cafes  19.  25.  41.  82.  84,  85. 
88.  135.  184.  208.  8c  209. — chapman,  cafe  10. 
fecites  three  diftrefling  inftances  ;  one,  of  a  per- 
fon,  who  died  by  flooding  three  weeks  before  her 
account,  altho'  he  delivered  the  child  footling; 
but  flie  had  loft  fo  much  blood  before  he  was 
confulted,  that  fhe  expired  in  the  moment  of 
delivery :  the  fecond,  of  a  gentlewoman,  who 
alfo  died  by  flooding,  occafioned  by  her  deli- 
very being  delayed :  and  the  third,  of  a  lady, 
who  died  in  the  fame  way,  thro'  the  ignorance 
and  obftinacy  of  the  midwife,  and  by  lofing  of 
blood  at  the  arm  in  two  feveral  operations, 
although  fhe  had  fuflained  the  lofs  of  prodi- 
gious quantities  of  blood  by  the  uterine  difcharge. 
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CASE  XXVIL 

KM.    was  taken  in  labour  about  fix  in! 
the  morning  of  the  24th.  of  October,  1772, 
and  foon  after  fent  for  the  midwife  who  ufed  to 
attend  her;  the  pains  continued  but  trifling  till 
eight  o'clock  the  following  morning,  when  they 
recurred  much  fha'rper  and  fafter,  and  the  mem- 
branes fuddenly  giving  way  the  waters  were  eva- 
cuated :  foon  after  which  a  duplieature  of  the  fu- 
nis prolapfed  into  the  vagina,  and  a  flooding  be- 
gan, which  was  at  firft  very  moderate,  and  fa 
llightly  regarded  by  the  midwife,  that  fhe  attri- 
buted it  to  the  fhews,  and  accounted  it  a  good  fign ; 
and  was  fo  very  ignorant  of  her  bulineifs,  that 
tho'  fhe  found  the  funis  in  the  vagina,  fhe  had  not 
efleemed  it  a  matter  of  much  confequence:  at 
length,  however,  the  flooding  incieafed,  and  the 
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woman  grew  weaker  and  fainted  away,  which  foon 
filled  the  friends  and  attendants  with  appre- 
henfions  for   her  fafety,   and  they  thought  it 
proper  to  require  my  afli  fiance.    The  midwife 
could   give    no    account    of  what   part  pre- 
fented,  and  took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  funis,   which  I  found  prolapfed 
without  the  vagina,  at  leaft,  to  the  length  of  three 
inches,  and  difcovered  by  the  touch,  a  round,  foft 
body,  with  a  feparation  in  the  middle;  being  the 
nates  which  prefented,  anteriorly  to  the  mother ; 
and  indeed  they  could  not  be  well  miftaken,  both 
by  the  fmooth  and  flefhy  feel,  and  the  great 
difcharge  of  the  meconium,  which  had  appeared  for 
fome  time  before  I  came.  There  flill  remained  a 
weak  pulfation  in  the  chord,  which  I  endea- 
voured to  replace,  but  in  vain ;  I  therefore  did 
not  hefitate  a  moment,  to  give  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  the  delivery  ought  to  be  accomplifhed  with 
all  poflible  expedition  j  to  which  propofal,  all 
prefent  acquiefced ;  I  therefore  had  the  woman 
placed  in  a  fuitable  pofition,  and  with  no  great 
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deal  of  trouble  brought  one  foot  clown  into  the 
vagina :   the  fccond,  however,   for  fotne  time 
eluded  my  fearch ;  but  at  length  I  fecurcd  it,  and 
defiling  an  attendant  to  keep  a  preflure  on  the 
patient's  belly,  as  the  uterus  emptied,  proceeded 
as  in  other  preternatural  births,  and  delivered 
the  child ;  about  ten  minutes  after  which  the 
placenta  came  away  with  very  little  difficulty ;  the 
patient  had  once  fainted  during  her  delivery  :  I 
gave  her  a  little  mulled  wine,  by  which  fhe 
was  much  revived ;   but,  though  every  poffi- 
bie    care   was    taken    of  her,   it   was  many 
weeks   before   fhe  entirely  recovered ;   fhe  has 
fince    lain    in   twice,   but  neither  of  the  chil- 
dren   furvived  the    month.     The  child  v/as 
fmall  and  weakly,  and  only  lived  to  the  third 
.    One  circumflancc  attended  it,  which  I 
never  met  with  before,  nor  fince,  viz.  a  raoft  ex- 
traordinary  deficiency  of  fkin  round  the  navel, 
fo  that  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  vijeera  was 
very  vifible. — I  find  that,auvscH  has  particularly 
obfcrved  this  diforder  of  the  foetus,  and  gives  no 
lefs  than  three  different  inftances  of  it,  but  never 
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could  cure  it ;  for,  fays  he,  every  infant  thus 
affc&ed  has  palled  from  the  womb  to  the  grave, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix,  feven,  eight,  or  nine 
days.  He  diftinguifhes  this  diforder  from  the 
hernia  umbilicalis,  and,  as  a  palliative,  advifes 
tmplajlrum  diapompholigos,  or  the  like,  which  has 
not  toq  great  a  tenacity,  left  by  adhering  too 
firmly  to  the  thin  fkin,  it  might  rend  open  a 
pafTage  for  the  contained  vifcera  to  prolapfe. — 
giffard,  cafe  xxiv.  relates  a  very  uncommon 
inflance  of  a  woman  who  had  twins ;  the  one 
born,  and  a  great  flooding  fucceeding  ;  the  other 
remaining  in  the  womb,  which  he  fpeedily  deli- 
vered by  the  feet ;  but  the  woman  being  exhaufted 
before  he  came  to  her,  died  foon  after  the  deli- 
very. — chapman  defcribes  two  other  melancholy 
examples  of  flooding  in  time  of  labour;  the  firft, 
where  the  woman,  at  her  full  time,  fell  into 
violent  floodings,  which  fo  far  exhaufted  her 
flrength,  that  although  he  delivered  the  child  by 
jts  feet  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  patient  died  in 
fix  hours  after  delivery.  The  fecond,  where  a 
young  lady,  in  labour  with  her  firft  child,  was 
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feized  wuli  a  flooding,  and  the  arm  of  the  in- 
fant prefented  itfelf;  but  by  the  neglect  of  the 
practitioner  who  attended  her,  was  fuffered  to 
die  of  the  hamorrhage  without  any  attempt  to 
deliver  her.    But  in  another  cafe  which  he  gives 
us  of  a  flooding  in  time  of  labour,  although  the 
woman  had  faintings  every  two  or  three  minutes, 
to  a  very  great  degree,  and  oftentimes  feerned 
quite  gone ;  he  delivered  the  child  by  its  feet, 
and  the  woman  being  of  a  ftrong  and  healthy 
conftitution,  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover. — ■ 
Dr.  smellie,  vol.  iii.  no.  2.  cafe  iv.  fpeaks  of  a 
woman,  who  was  feized  with  a  flooding  in  the 
time  of  labour;  the  arm  and  fhoulder  prefented, 
and  detained  fome  of  the  waters  after  the  mem- 
branes were  broke ;  he  puttied  up  the  arm  and 
fhoulder  into  the  ■uterus,  raifed  them  up  to  the 
fundus,  brought  down  the  legs,   and  delivered 
the  child,  which  was  fmall;  but  the  patient  was 
feized  with  a  fainting,  followed  by  convulfions, 
and  died  inftantly.    In  cafe  the  fixth  of  the 
fame  collection,  we  find  a  woman  attacked  with 
a  violent  flooding  in  time  of  labour,  the  funis 
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fallen  down  before  the  head  of  the  child,  and 
the  membranes  not  broke:  upon  which  they 
were  ruptured,  the  child  turned  and  delivered ; 
and  the  woman,  after  continuing  in  a  weak  and 
lqw  condition  for  many  days,  was  able  to  get 
Out  of  bed  in  three  weeks : — and  in  cafe  vii,  is 
likewife  given  the  hiftory  of  a  woman  in  labour, 
attacked  with  a  flooding,  and   the  child  deli- 
vered ;  but  the  woman  being  of  a  weak  and  de- 
licate conflitution,  after  continuing  for  eighteen 
or  twenty  days  in  a  goqd  way  of  recovery,  was 
taken  with  a  purging,  continued  languid  after  it, 
and  died  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks  from  her  deli- 
very.   Coll,  35.  of  the  fame  vol.  cafe  x.  we 
find  a  face  prefentation ;  the  woman  exhaufted 
by  floodings,  the  os  uteri  fnipp'd  with  the  fcif- 
fars,  the  child  brought  footling,  and  the  woman 
died  on  the  fourth  day.    In  cafe  xvi.  he  has 
alfo  another  inftance  of  flooding,  where  the  os 
uteri  was  fuipp'd  and  tore,  the  child  delivered 
footling,  and  the  woman  died  of  a  loofenefs  on 
the  feventh  day.    In  coll.  39.  no.  1.  cafe  i.  the 
dp&or  has  related  a  moil  remarkable  circura- 
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fiance  of  a  flooding,  wherein  the  woman  died 
fuddenly  ;  the  drjarian  JeBion  immediately  took 
place,  but  without  effecl;  prefently  after,  he  pre- 
•fents  us  with  another  flooding  cafe,  where  the 
woman  died,  and  the  Cajarian  operation  was  im- 
mediately performed,  but  with  the  fame  ill  fuc- 
cefs  as  before.    In  coll.  4.9.  no.  1.  cafe  i.  is  an 
account  of  a  flooding,  which  was  retrained  by 
the  help  of  opiates,  and  cold  topical  applica- 
tions,  and  the  woman  was  delivered  by  the 
labour  pains.    In  cafe  the  fecond  of  the  fame 
collection,  we  find  another  inflance  of  a  flood- 
ing, which  came  fuddenly  on ;  and,  notwith- 
standing recourfe  was  had  to  the  fame  means  as 
iin  the  former  cafe,  the  woman  being  of  a  weakly 
.conftitution,  fell  into  a  fecond  fainting  fit,  and 
(expired :  and  likewife,  cafe  the  third,  he  relates  a 
flooding,  occafioned  by  part  of  the  placenta  be- 
:ing  detached  from  the  uterus;  by  means  of  opi- 
:ates  the  woman  was  lulled  into  reft,  and  in  a 
. lij.de  time  delivered  by  the  labour  pains.  Vide 
HAMOTTE,  book  v.  chap.  4.  and  the  fame  author, 
.chap.  vii,  obf.  213,  &  2J4. 
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A  WOMAN,  who  had  differed  much  by  a 
long  laborious  labour,  in  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  which  was  the  7th  of  april,5i771. 
fuddenly  was  feized  with  a  fainting  fit;  I  was 
fent  for,  and  informed  by  the  midwife,  that  the 
waters  broke  two  days  before  that  the  pains  had 
been  very  ftrong;  that  the  head  was  low  down, 
and  they  had  expecled  its  delivery  every  minute, 
but  within  the  two  lafl  hours  the  pains  had 
become  much  more  feeble ;  the  woman  had 
appeared  very  weak,  and  twice  fainted  quite 
away,  but  no  blood  had  appeared  upon  the 
linen  ;  the  pulfe  was  fmall  and  low,  and,  upon 
examination,  I  found  the  head  low  advanced  in 
the  pelvis,  prefenting  with  the  face  to  the  pubcs, 
which  determined  the  fuuation  of  the  ears ;  the 
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extreme  weaknefs  of  the  woman,  and  as  nature  had 
been  trufted  as  far  as  it  was  fafe,  after  gradually 
lubricating  the  perinaum  and  vagina,  in  the  moft 
eafy  and  deliberate  manner,  as  the  patient  lay  on 
her  fide,  introduced  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  and 
foon  after  the  other;  when  both  were  pafled,  and 
properly  fecured,  the  patient  was  turned  on  her 
back,  and  carefully  fuppordng  the  perinaum,  I 
effected  the  extraction  of  the  head  in  the  manner 
it  prefented,    which  was  very  large,   and  had 
blocked  up  a  moft  amazing  quantity  of  blood  : 
indeed,  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  how  the  wo- 
man could  fuftain  fuch  a  difcharge,  and  be  alive. 
The  child  was  born  alive,  but  lived  only  a 
few  minutes ;  the  woman  was  for  fome  time  ex- 
tremely weak,  but  at  length  recovered.   Dr. 

burton-  remarks  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  to  whom 
he  was  called,  who  had  been  long  in  labour, 
and  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  woman's  flooding  to 
death,  although  the  linen  was  not  ftained  with 
blood;  owing,  he  fays,  to  the  child's  fize  f0 
entirely  filling  the  as  uteri  that  none  could  pafs; 
he  delivered  the  woman  immediately,  and  fuch 

a  quantity 
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a  quantity  of  blood  was  collected  within  the 
womb,  that  he  was  amazed  the  woman  was 
alive. 

dr.  leake  has  obferved,  that  when  the  child's 
head  for  a  time  fhuts  up  the  os  uteri,  the  patient 
may  continue  to  lofe  blood  prolufely  into  the 
cavity  of  the  womb,  altho'  none  appears  exter- 
nally:  and  ALBtNus  mentions  a  very  extraordi- 
nary cafe,  where  only  the  centre  part  of  the  pla- 
centa being  loofened,  a  large  quantity  of  coagu- 
lated blood  was  lodged  between  it  and  the  uterus, 
as  it  were  in  a  bag ;  and  confequently,  not  a 
drop  was  externally  difcharged,  fo  as  to  foretell 
the  danger, — When  we  come  to  confider  flood- 
ings  and  abortions,  we  fhall  find  that  one  is  the 
frequent  and  mod  general  confequence  of  the 
other  ;  and,  that  the  immediate  definition  of  flood- 
ing ib  the  detachment  of  fome  part  of  the  placenta 
or  chorion  from  the  internal  furface  of  the  uterus* 
either  from  fome  external  hurt,  debility,  extraor- 
dinary paffions  of  the  mind,  a  natural  bad  habit 
of  the  body,  or  by  taking  medicines  improperly ; 

and» 
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and,  perhaps,  with  the  defign  of  procuring  an 
abortion,  which  horrid  and  unnatural  as  it  may 
feem,  is,  I  fear,  become  too  common  a  practice. 
For  the  particulars  of  one  very  exraordinary  and 
fatal  inftance  of  this  fart,  the  reader  may  con- 
fult  case  xxx. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXIX. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1 768.  a  woman 
applied  to  me  with  a  bubo  in  her  groin,  and 
ulcers  in  the  nofe  and  throat ;  fhe  was  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy,  had  received 
the  infeclion  three  months  before,  and  been  un- 
der the  care  of  an  empiric,  who  was  either  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  her  real  diforder,  or  had  pro- 
craftinated  the  cure  with  a  view  of  lucre ;  I  or- 
dered cataplafms  to  be  applied  to  the  tumour  to 
bring  it  to  maturation,  and  gave  her  inwardly  a 
fpoonful  of  the  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate,. 
made  with  ftxteen  grains,  diffolved  in  two 
drachms  of  fpirits  of  nitre  to  a  pint  of  brandy ; 
and  eveiy  fourth  morning  exhibited  a  mild  laxa- 
tive of  manna,  diffolved  in  infufion  of  fena. 
The  tumour  becoming  prominent,  the  (kin  thin, 

and 


C  i»3  1 

and  the  fluctuation  perceptible,  I  made  an  inct- 
fion  with  a  lancet  through  its  whole  length,  and 
cut  away  the  loofe  integuments  with  the  fciflars  j 
afterwards  dreffed  it  properly,  and  in  about  three 
weeks  it  was  entirely  incarned ;  the  ulcers  in 
her  nofe  and  throat  were  much  better,  but  not 
entirely  well;  and  befides,  fhe  often  complained 
of  tenGon  and  pain  in  thofe  parts.  I  was  appre- 
henfive  that  the  virus,  at  this  unlucky  period  of 
geftation,  was  not  to  be  radically  difcharged : 
and,  indeed,  promifed  myfelf  little  more  than  to 
be  able  to  keep  it  within  bounds  till  after  her 
lying-in,  with  which  view  I  continued  the  folu- 
tion  till  the  day  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  female 
child,  which  at  firft  had  no  appearance  of  the 
infection;  but  in  lefs  than  a  week  the  labia  began 
to  fwell,  and  fmall  blotches  appeared  in  different 
parts  of  its  body.  As  the  mother  of  the  child 
had  plenty  of  milk,  and  except  the  foreaefs  in 
her  throat,  was  othcrwife  as  hearty  and  ftrong  as 
any  woman  in  her  fituation  could  be,  I  advifed 
her  to  fuckle  the  child,  which  fhe  did.  At  the 
end  of  ihrce  weeks  I  began  to  give  her  fmall 
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dofcs  of  calomel,  with  a  view  to  raife  a  flight 
falivation,  in  which  I  fucceeded  to  my  wifh, 
and  continued  the  fputation  eighteen  days ;  in 
the  mean  time  the  eruptions  On  the  child  were 
daily  anointed  with  an  unguent  compofed  of  one 
drachm  of  white  precipitated  mercury,  mixed 
in  an  ounce  of  axiingia,  flavoured  with  a  (mall 
quantity  of  burgamot;  and  by  thefe  means, 
both  woman  and  child  were  entirely  cured  of 
the  diforder.— I  have  been  fmce  cohfulted  in  the" 
cafe  of  a  child  three  months  old,  who,  by  the 
exulcefations  in  its  mouth  and  throat,  it  was 
plain  had  imbibed  the  diforder  from  the  mirfe. 
The  woman  at  firft  denied  the  charge  ;  but,  upon 
eXairiinatior.,  was  found  to  have  venereal  warts 
without  fide  die  pudenda,  and  a  violent  difcharge 
from  the  vagina.  The  child  was  immediately 
removed,  and  cured  within  a  month,  by  taking 
a  powder  of  one  grain  of  calomel,  and  ten- 
grains  of  fugar,  every  other  night,  in  a  fpoonful 
of  breaft  milk  ;  and  befides  this,  on  every  thi id 
morning,  three  drachms  of  manna  in  a  little  weak 
chicken  broth. 
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<n  the  thild  volume  of  the  Medical  EfTays  arid1 
Obfervations,  we  meet  with  an  account  of  a  ma- 
lignant lues,  communicated  by  fuclion.  mauri- 
ceau  gives  an  inftance  of  a  young  woman  who 
had  long  had  this  diforder,  and  had  Once  before 
mifcarried  of  a  dead  child,  which  was  rotten 
with  the  complaint;  and  who,  ftill  labouring 
under  the  lues,  to  a  very  fevere  degree,  concealed 
her  fecond  pregnancy,  and  put  herfelf  under 
the  care  of  a  furgeon,  who  cured  her  by  faliva- 
tion,  and  fhe  was  afterwards  delivered,  at  her 
full  time,  of  a  child,  in"  every  refpeel  as  healthy 
as  if  the  mother  had  never  had  the  leaft  touch 
of  that  difeafe;  from  which  example  he  infers, 
that  a  big-bellied  woman  may  fafely  be  taken  in 
hand,  and  cured,  if  proper  precautions  are 
taken :  he  alfo  tells  vis,  that  a  friend  of  his,  to 
whom  he  communicated  the  above  cafe,  afferted, 
that  he  himfelf,  twice  in  the  above  cafe,  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  the  women  ;  and,  that 
their  children  were  well  bom,  at  their  full  time, 
without  having  the  leaft  impreffion  of  the  venom 
hi  any  part  of  their  bodies:  and  further  fays-, 
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that  varand£us  confirms  to  us  this  truth,  in 
treating  of  women's  difeafes ;  where  he  precifely 
makes  mention,  that  he  had  feen  big-bellied  wo- 
men, who  had  this  difeafe  eradicated,  by  anoint- 
ing with  mercury,  and  falivation,  prefcribed  by 
empirics;  which  may  convince  us,  that  this  cure 
will  eafily  have  better  fuccefs,  when  governed  and 

managed  by  a  flulful  and  experienced  perfon.  

After  all  known,  it  is  certain,  that  mercury  ex- 
hibited during  pregnancy,  will  always  be  a  ha- 
zardous remedy  ;  efpecially  with  patients  of  an 
irritable  habit:  and,  from  obfervations,  which  have 
been  made  from  the  practice  of  inoculation,  above 
ten  years  ago,  when  it  was  ufuai  to  give  pretty 
large  dofes  of  calomel;  by  way  of  preparation,  it 
appears,  that  feveral  pregnant  women,  who  were 
among  the  inoculated,  mifcarried;  which  may 
ferve  as  a  caution  under  fimilar  circumftances  in 
future ;  at  the  fame  time,  it  may  be  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  ufe  of  mercury  may,  moll  pro- 
bably, be  found  lefs  injurious,  after  the  fifth 
month,  than  before;  becaufe  the  body  is  molt 
irritable  in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy. 

CASE 
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CASE  XXX. 

E.  S«  A  maid  fervantj  about  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1 764.  was  feized  with  violent  vo- 
mitings, and  a  prodigious  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  ftomach,  which  continued  till  the  next 
morning;  when  frightened  at  the  ccmfequence 
of  her  enterprize,  and  afraid  of  dying,  fhe  de- 
fired  the  afliftance  of  a  midwife  •  who  found  her 
in  a  very  weak  condition,  continually  inclined 
to  vomit,  convulfed,  with  now  and  then  fmali 
pains  refembling  thofe  of  labour,  and  a,  flight 
uterine  hemorrhage;  fhe  acknowledged  to  the 
midwife  her  being  fix  months  gone  with  child, 
but  at  that  time  nothing  farther.  The  woman 
examined,  and  found,  as  fhe  imagined,  fome- 
thing  like  the  prcfentation  of  a  fhoulder  ;  but 
S  a  having 
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having   fome   fufpicions  of  the    bad  pra&ices 
which  had  been  ufed,  and  fearing  the  woman 
would  die  under  her  hands  in  thefe  deplorable 
circumflanccs,  fent  for  me:  foon  after  which  I 
attended,  and  found  the  unhappy  patient  ex- 
tremely low  arid  weak,  with  a  fmall  intermitting 
pulfe,  cold  clammy  fweats,  overwhelmed  with 
horror;  and  fenfible  to  what  a  degree  of  danger 
flie  had  expofed  herfelf,  in  a  voice  fcarcely  arti- 
culate, fhe  told  me  fhe  had  fuffered  great  pains, 
retched  violently,  and  often  brought  up  great 
quantities  of  blood,  and  had  convulfions  in  her 
belly ;  the  pains,  fhe  added,  went  quite  through 
her  at  fiifl:  but  fince  (he  had  more  bearing  down, 
they  were  fome  what  abated,  but,  that  fhe  had 
£11 1 1  a  continual  fkknefs  at  her  ftomach  and  an 
inclination  to  vomit:  upon  examination,  I  found 
a  total  feparation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus, 
and  the  former  as  low  as  the  os  externum,  which  I 
brought  forth  immediately.  The  knees  of  the  foetus 
next  pufiied  down,  which,  together  with  all  its 
other  parts,  were,  in  lefs  than  a  minute,  eafily 
delivered ;  notwithftanding  the  rupture  which  muft 
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have  happened  to  the  venal  appendages,  and  the 
(hock  which  the  womb  had  Curtained,  I  could 
not  find  that  there  had  been  any  great  hamor- 
rha<rc  from  it;  the  flux,  from  the  firft,  being 
chiefly  ejected  by  vomit  ex  ore ;  the  foetus  had  no 
livid  marks  upon  any  part  of  it,  and  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  long  dead :  foon  after  its 
delivery,  I  gave  the  patient  two  fpoonfuls  of  a 
cardiac  mixture,  which  was  fcarcely  fwallowed, 
before  fhe  retched  and  threw  it  back,  with  the 
adition  of,  at  leaft,  a  quart  of  chocolate  coloured 
bile;  foon  after  which,  as  1  fat  on  the  bed-fide,  I 
began  to  interrogate  her  upon  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  to  which  fhe  was  reduced;  and  told  her, 
that  I  was  fearful  fhe  had  not  adled  right ;  perhaps, 
might  have  been  imprudently  prevailed  on  to 
have  taken  fome  medicine  which  had  difagreed 
with  her,  and  been  the  caufe  of  all  her  illnefs  - 
which.  I  was  forry  to  reprefent  to  her,  as  of  the 
moft  dangerous  kind ;  at  the  fame  time,  I  begged 
fhe  would  make  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  tftefc 
enquiries,  either  to  me  or  her  miflrefs,  who  had 
felt  much  on  her  account.    She  deGred  it  might 
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be  to  her  miflrefs  ;  to  whom,  as  well  as  after- 
wards  in  my  hearing,  {he  confeffed,  "  That  the 
"  father  of  the  child  had  brought  her  on  the 
"  Saturday  night  before,  a  certain  black  pow- 
"  der,  in  quantity,  nearly  about  as  much  as 
**  would  cover  a  half  crown  piece,  deGring  her 
"  to  take  it  in  whatever  (he  liked;  that  it  was 
M  defigned  to  fave  her  reputation,  by  making  her 
■**  mifcarry;  that  perhaps  it  might  make  her  a 
"  little  fick,  but,  fhe  mufl  not  mind  that ;  that, 
"  agreeably  to  his  directions,  fhe  did  take  it 
"in  a  little  fmall  beer,  and,  in  lefs  than  half 
"  an  hour  after,  was  fir  A;  feized  with  a  vomiting 
*'  of  nafty,  ill-coloured  fluff,  and  then  caft  up 
"  great  quantities  of  blood,  which  fhe  had  fince 
■ '  frequently  continued  to  do ;  that  a  mill  came 
"  before  her  eyes  ;  fhe  had  a  finging  in  her  ears, 
"  flruggling  motions  in  her  belly  ;  pains,  which 
"  fometimes  caufed  a  bearing  down,  and  at  others 
"  darted  through  her ;  frequent  loofe  ilools,  ex- 
»«  cefhve  heat  within  fide,  parched  throat,  and 
f  intenfe  thirft:  infomuch,  that  fhe  had  drank 
*'  feveral  pints  of  water  at  a  draught,  which  foon 
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"  came  up  again,  and  looked  like  To  much  pure 
V  blood;  that,  foon  after  the  vomitings  began, 
"  (he  had  perceived  a  continual  draining  of 
"  blood,  like  her  monthly  courfcs ;  but,  at  no 
"  time,  in  any  very  great  quantity,  and  that  fhe 
"  felt  the  child  very  diftin&ly  about  an  hour  be- 
4i  fore  fhe  took  the  medicine  ;  but  after  the  ftrug- 
"  gling  motions,  which  fhe  before  defcribed,  had 
f*  ceafed,  and,  which  fhe  thought,  were  occa- 
"  fioned  by  the  child,  fhe  had  felt  nothing  like 
*'  it.1'  She  had  fcarcely  finifhed  this  declara- 
tion, before  fhe  was  feized  with  rigors,  cold 
fweats,  deliquia,  and  convulfions ;  and  death,  in 
a  few  minutes,  clofed  the  tragic  fcene:  thus  died 
thii  poor  unhappy  wretch,  the  miferable  vi£tim 
of  a  criminal  practice,  (intended  to  conceal  from 
the  world,  a  fhame  and  difgrace)  which,  in  its 
confequences,  terminated  in  untimely  death,  and 
multiplied  guilt.  At  the  defire  of  her  friends, 
and  with  the  afEftance  of  another  furgeon,  \ 
opened  the  body :  and  finding  a  general  erbfion 
of  the  villi  of  the  flomach,  an  inflammation  of 
the  pylorus,  as  well  as  of  both  the  fmaller  and 
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larger  inte [lines  ;  the  uterus  and  urinary  pafTages 
particularly  difordered  by  the  rough  and  violent 
operation  of  the  medicine  which  fhe  had  taken  ; 
and  which,  it  was  obvious,  had  been  the  death 
of  both  mother  and  child.   We  related  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  upon  oath,  before  the  coroner,  who 
had  been  called  in  to  make  his  inqueft ;  and  the 
whole  affair,    at  the  following  affizes  for  the 
county,  underwent  the  examination  of  a  court 
of  juflice.  —  dionis  has  obferved,   that  thofe 
maids,  who  ufe  means  to  procure  an  abortion,  arc 
guilty  of  a  very  great  crime,  and,  that  the  diffe- 
rence of  time  does  not  alter  the  nature  of  it ; 
for,  whether  the  foul  has  actually  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  the  body,  or,  is  only  preparing  to  enter 
it,  a  being,  which  would  have  been  made  com- 
pleat  and  perfect,  is  defbroyed  and  murdered. — 
The  fame  author  farther  remarks,   that  if  an 
abortion  is  owing  to  a  difeafe,  no-body  can  be 
blamed  for  it ;  but  if  it  is  caufed  by  medicines, 
fuch  practice  is  utterly  condemned  by  all  men  of 
fenfe,  as  moft  pernicious  and  unwarrantable;  for 
^his  is  premeditated  murder,  and  is  by  no  means 
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juftifiablc,  even,  though  a  maid,  finding  herfelf 
iwith  child,  fhould  do  it,  to  preferve  her  own^ 
.  and  the  reputation  or  honour  of  her  friends,  and, 
by  the  laws  of  all  nations,  ought  to  be  puniflicd 
with  death.    He  alfo  adds,  that  thofe,  who,  for 
money,  help  others  to  fuch  things,  deferve  the 
:  ruoft  exemplary  punilhment :  and,  that  he,  him* 
felf,  faw  a  woman  executed  at  paris  for  follow 
ling  this  baneful  and  definitive  bufinefs, 
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CASES  xxxij  xxxn,  and  xxxiii. 

COMMUNICATED 
IN     A     LETTER    TO     THE  LATE 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

«  MAY  21,  176$" 

*'  DEAR  SIR, 

«»  TT'hE  defire  I  entertained  of 
u  feeing  the  women  recover,  before  I  prefentedyou 
«*  with  the  three  following  laborious  cafes,  which 
occurred  to  me  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  each 
*•  other,  prevented  my  writing  fooner ;  I  now 
*'  enjoy  that  fatisfa&ion,  and  permit  me  to  beg 
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your  attention  to  my  method  of  proceeding 
"  with  each:  to  the  firft  of  thefe  women  my 
"  afliftance  was  befpoke ;  fhe  is  young,  and  this 
"  was  her  firft  labour,  which  commenced  with  a 
M  trifling  pain,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
"  of  the  nth  day  of  april;  at  the  fame  time 
*'  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  waters  were 
"  evacuated;  notwithfianding  which  fhe  had  no 
"  recurrence  of  pain  till  fix  in  the  evening  of 
*'  the  fame  day,  when  fhe  had  frequent  retchings 
**  and  very  flrong  pains.  I  found  the  os  tinea 
"  very  widely  dilated,  and  the  child's  head  low 
"  in  the  pelvis;  the  pericranium  had  a  puffy  em- 
"  phyjematous  feel,  and  the  head  fo  completely 
"  blocked  up  the  pelvis,  that  I  in  vain  endea- 
*'  voured  to  find  its  true  fituation,  by  introducing 
M  my  finger  on  either  fide.  The  pains  continued 
firong  and  frequent,  and  as  the  foft  parts  were 
fufficiently  dilated,  the  pelvis  feemingly  well 
"  formed,  and  the  woman  of  a  good  constitution, 
"  I  could  no  otherwife  account  for  the  protrac- 
"  tion  of  the  head,  than  by  attributing  it  to  an 
"  extraordinary  bulk  or  particular  oflification, 

'•and 
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"  and  waited  till  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning, 

V  in  expectation  that  the  pains  might  ftill  be  able 
"  to  effect:  its  advancement;  but  finding  thern 
"  leffen  and  abate,  and  an  incipient  flooding 
.**  coming  on,  I  began  to  think  of  the  forceps", 
"  and,  as  there  was  no  guide  for  their  direction,  de- 
"  termined  to  apply  them,  and  deliver  as  well  as  I 
"  could;  yet,  I  found,  that  the  head  was  fo  firmly 
"  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that  I  could  not  introduce 
"  them  without  much  hurt  to  the  patient.    I  was 

calling  this  over  in  my  mind,  when,  with  a 
"  pain,  by  far  weaker  than  many  fhe  had  had 
"  before,  I  gladly  perceived  the  head  to  defcend: 

V  I  now  encouraged  the  woman  to  make  the  moll 
*'  of  her  pains;  which  fhe  did,  and  with  the 

V  help  of  three  or  four  more  throes,  the  head 
H  lengthened  in  form  of  a  fugar  loaf,  was  in  a 
"  little  time  delivered,  and  the  fhoulders  and 
"  body,  without  much  difficulty,  followed.  The 
"funis  had  given  way  at  its  iniertion  into  the 
"  placenta,  appeared  beginning  to  putiify,  and 
M  had  two  faft  knots,  one  at  one,  and  the  other 
H  at  the  other  end  of  it ;  which,  by  ohftrucUng 
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'  the  circulation  through  the  chord,  moll  pro- 
'  bably  occalioned  the  death  of  the  child :  which 
'  appeared  to  have  been  dead  fome  days,  altho, 
'  during  the  labour,  there  was  no  other  fign 
'  of   its    death    than   the  pufiy  emphyfcmatous 

I  touch  of  the  fcalp.    The  woman  flooded  very 

II  much  ;  upon  which  I  pafled  my  hand,  well 
1  lubricated,  through  the  vagina  into  the  uterus  * 
"  and  having  no  direclion  from  the  funis,  after 

*  removing  fome  coagula  of  blood  which  laid 

*  in  the  way,  I  found  the  placenta  adhering  to 
'  the  fundus  uteri,  and  gently  endeavoured  to  fe- 
'  parate  it  with  my  fingers,  but  it  was  fo  very 
1  putrid  as  to  come  away  by  piece  meals ;  a  very 

*  difagrecable  circumftance,  which  occafioncd 
"  me  much  uneafinefs  ;  however,  by  this  means, 
'  I  had  rcafon  to  believe  I  had  entirely  emptied 
'  the  uterus,  as  the  flooding  ceafed ;  and  the  wo- 
'  man  remained  pretty  well  till  the  third  day  after 
'  delivery,  when  file  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an 
•immoderate  hamorrhage  from  the  uterus,  at- 
tended with  a  weak  pulfe,  fevcrifh  heat,  ina- 

'  bility  to  fpeak,  and  great  pain  in  the  hypo- 

"  chondria; 
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"  chondria ;  I  was  much  alarmed  at  finding  hef 
"  in  this  difagreeable  and  dangerous  ftate,  and 
"  the  more  fo,  as  I  found  myfelf  accufed  with 
"  not  having  delivered  the  whole  of  the  placenta-, 
"  which  I  began  to  fancy  might  indeed  be  the 
"  caufe  of  this  unexpected  flux  ;  but,  on  exami- 
"  nation,  the  uterus  was  found  free  from  any  re- 
V  maining  body,  I  therefore  attributed  her  com- 
"  plaints  to  a  laxity  brought  on  by  the  exceffive 
"  heat  of  the  room,  and  ordered  her  to  be  kept 
"cooler;  to  obferve  an  incraffating  regimen, 
"  and  to  take  a  draught  of  Peruvian  decoflion, 
41  acidulated  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  every  five  hours, 
"  and  at  bed  time  prefcribed  an  anodyne ;  the  flux 
was  hereby  reftrained,  fhe  recovered  her  fpeech, 
*'  was  weak  and  low  for  fome  days  ;  but  has,  at' 
"  length,  recovered  without  any  other  bad  fymp- 
"  torn  whatever. 

"  The  fecond  of  thefe  patients  had  likewife 
*'  previoufly  informed  me  of  her  condition  ;  that 
"  fhe  had  borne  eleven  children,  and  was  turned 
"  of  forty,  and  had  never  had  one  labour  that 

"  was 
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f  was  not  attended  with  fome  particular  diffi- 
f  culty.    Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 3th  of 
apru,  I  received  a  meffage  to  attend  her;  and 
"  after  waiting  fome  hours  before  fhe  had  any 
"  thing  of  a  pain  worth  noticing;  I  then  examined 
"her,  and  found  the  os  tinea  but  little  dilated, 
"  callous  to  the  touch,  and  the  head  of  the  child 
"  above  the  brirn  of  the  pelvis ;  fhe  told  me  fhe  had 
*'  had  /light  pains  at  intervals  for  fome  hours  be- 
t  fore  I  was  fent  for,  and  that  the  waters  broki 
!  without  any  pain,  as  fhe  was  getting  into  bed 
1  the  preceding  night,  which  I  looked  upon  as 
'an  unfavourable  circumftance:  at  this  inftant 
'  receiving  a  call,  in  great  hafte,  to  attend  ano, 
'  ther  woman,  I  gave  her  twenty  drops  of  the 
'  tinaura  thebaiea  in  a  cup  of  tea,  and  left  her 
for  the  prefent.    The  next  morning,  about  fix 
o  clock,  I  was  again  fent  for  to  her,  and  in- 
formed, that  if  I  did  not  make  hafte  fhe  would  ' 
be  delivered  before  I  reached  the  houfe  :  upon 
coming  to  her,  I  found  fliC  had  had 
ftrong  pains    for  two  hours  part,  and  had 
flooded  fo  much,  that  fhe  was  very  weak  and 

"faint; 
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1  faint;  which  was,  indeed,  too  plain,  by  the 
'  palenefs  of  her  cOunteance,  and  the  lownefs 
1  of  her  pulfe :   I  examined  her  directly,  and 

•  the  foft  parts  being  completely  open,  was  aflo- 
1  nifhed  to  difcove  the  face  of  the  child  pre- 
'  fenting,  with  the  chin  turned  to  the  Jacrum,  the 
'  forehead  to  the  pules,  and  fomewhat  elevated; 
'  the  left  ear  to  the  right  ijchium,  and  the  right 
1  ear  to  the  left  ijchium.  I  had  fcarcely  made 
1  my  examination  when  fhe  was  taken,  which 
4  determined  me  to  deliver  her  with  the  forceps, 
'  and  was  juft  about  to  introduce  one  blade 
4  when  flie  was  feized  with  eonvulfions,  which 
1  obliged  me  to  defifl ;  and  as  the  fjmptoms 
'  were  now  fo  extremely  urgent,  fearing  any 
'  farther  delay  might  prove  fatal,  I  refolved  to 
'  open  the  head;  and  placing  the  woman  as 

•  well  as  I  could  on  her  back,  properly  fup- 
1  ported,  acrofs  the  bed,  although  the  attendants 

•  pronounced  her  a  dead  woman,  I  deliberately 

•  proceeded  to  perforate  the  os  frontis  with  the 

•  long  fcilfars,  and  then  employed  the  blunt 
'  hook  for  the  extraction  of  the  brain ;  which 

"  being 
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"  being  done,  I  carefully  feparated  and  removed 
"  the  loofe  (harp  pieces  of  bones,  that  no  part 
"  of  the  woman  might  be  lacerated  as  I  ex- 
"  traced  the  head  ;  which  I  firfl  ftrove  to  do 
with  my  fingers  introduced  into  the  cavity  of 
the  cranium  i  and  fecondly,  by  the  blunt  hook  • 
11  but  being  foiled  in  both  thefe  attempts,  I,  as 
"  expeditioufly  as  poflible,  applied  both  blades  of 
14  the  crotchets,  brought  their  handles  together, 
"  fecured  them,  and  made  the  extraction:  the 
"  woman  being  the  whole  time  in  a  fainting  fit, 
M  and  convulfed,  I  immediately  after  delivered 
"  the  Jecundines,  bound  ligatures  round  the  ex- 
"  tremities,   fqueezed  out  a  fponge  foaked  in 
*'  brandy  wherein  roch  allum  had  been  diffolved, 
"  in  the  uterus;  fluffed  the  vagina  with  tow  dip- 
"  ped  in  oxycrate,  and  as  foon  as  poffible  got 
"  her  to  fwallow  half  a  drachm  of  extract  of 
"  bark  in  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  weak  cinnamon 
"  water,  which  I  continued  every  three  hours 
"  through  the  whole  day  ;  during  which  time  I 
"  never  left  her:  in  the  evening  fhe  took  a  littld 
*'  broth,  and  fpokc  fenfibly,  which  flie  had  not 

T  "  done 
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"  done  before,  fince  her  delivery  ;  had  no  mo:fe 
"  fainting  fits,  nor  convulfions ;  and,  by  the 
"  help  of  tonic  remedies,  is  now  in  a  fair  way 
"  of  recovery. 

"  the  third  cafe,  which  I  beg  leave  to  trouble 
"  you  with,  happened  on  the  28th  of  avml. 
«  The  patient  was  in  her  fiftieth  year,  and  had 
M  been  eight  and  forty  hours  attended  by  a  rnid- 
"  wife ;  the  waters  were  evacuated  twelve  hours 
"  before  I  came  to  her;  fhe  was  grown  faint 
*'  and  weak,  her  pains  had  relaxed  ten  hours, 
•*  and  were  now  lb  entirely  gone  off,  that  the 
"  powers  of  nature  were,  apparently,  infufficient 
"  lo  expel  the  child.  On  examination,  I  found 
"  the  os  tinea  largely  dilated,  the  vertex  advanced 
"  low  in  the  pelvis,  and  confined  by  the  left  os, 
"  ifchium;  as  there  was  no  profpecl  of  advantage 
"  to  be  gained  by  delay,  after  ordering  an  emol- 
"  lient  clyfter  to  empty  the  retlum  of  its  con- 
**  tents,  I  determined  upon  delivering  her  with 
4,4  the  forceps;  and  placing  her  in  a  conve- 
♦«  nicnt  pofition,  after  lubricating  the  perineeum 

"  and 
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and  vagina,  I  proceeded  to  gently  ftretch  the 
"  parts,  by  palling  my  hand  carefully  up  by  the 
"  child's  head ;  within  fide  this  hand,  I  with  the 
M  other  guided  one  blade,  and  in  the  fame  flow 
"  and  cautious  manner,  in  a  little  time,  intro- 
"  duced  the  other,  then  locked  them,  and  in  the 
41  extraction  imitated  in  my  operation  the  natural 
"  progreffion  of  the  labour  pains  ;  by  that  means 
"  difengaging  the  head  from  its  confinement  at 
"  the  ifthium,  turning  the  forehead  into  the  hoi" 
"  low  of  the  JaCrumt  and  gently  bringing  out 
"  the  occiput  from  under  the  pubes]  the perinaum 
"  was  ^properly  guarded,  and  I  met  with  no  far- 
"  ther  difficulty,  The  child  appeared  to  have 
"  been  dead  fome  hours.  Query,  Is  it  not  pro- 
"  bable,  that  the  life  of  the  child  might  have 
*'  been  faved  could  it  have  received  a  like  affiuS 
11  ance  fome  hours  fooner  ?  On  the  fourth  day 
"  after  delivery,  the  lochia  were  obftru£ted  by  avio- 
"  lent  diarrhoea,  which  had  attacked  the  patient  on 
"  the  preceding  day,  and  weakened  her  fo  much, 
"  that  fhe  fpoke  with  difficulty,  and  fcarcely 
"breathed;  fhe  had  cold,  clammy  fwe'ats,  and 

T  2  "  was 
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«4  was  delirious,   fo  that  her    neighbour  pro- 
"  nounced  her  at  the  laft  extremity.    I  applied 
"  a  large  galbanum  plaifter  over  the  whole  abdo- 
"  men,  and  gave  her  inwardly,  as  a  deobflrucnt, 
"  a  folution  of  ajafatida,  in  fmall  cinnamon  and 
"  penny-royal  water,  and  caufed  to  be  injected 
*'  every  four  hours,  a  clyfter  of  rice  water  and 
"  tletiuarium  1  Jcordio ;  by  which  treatment,  the 
•«  next  morning  the  lochia  appeared  afrefh,  the 
"  diarrhoea  abated,  the  delirium  went  off,  and, 
"  except  weaknefs,  a  nervous  tremor  and  fink- 
ing,  (to  which,  I  am  informed,  when  at  the 
"  beft,    fhe  is  fubjeft)  (he  is  now  in  a  fairer 
"  way  of  recovery,  than  ever  could  have  been 
11  imagined." 


THE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  AM  extremely  pleafed  you  go  on 
fuccefsfully  in  midwifery;  and  have  no  reafon 
to  doubt  of  its  continuance,  if  you  proceed 
with  the  fame  care  and  circumfpection,  as  in 
the  cafes  mentioned;  which  are,  indeed,  curi- 
ous, and  well  worthy  being  inferted  in  any 
collection.  In  your  firft  cafe,  the  chief  diffi- 
culty feemcd  to  accrue  from  the  large  Cze  of 
the  head  :  deliveries  are  generally  moft  happy, 
when  the  head  is  proportionable  to  the  pelvis. 
In  the  fecond  cafe,  where  the  face  prefented,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  if  you  found  it  eafy 
to  perforate  the  os  frontis:  and,  if  you  found 
the  Jontanelkt  and  where,  and  the  chin,  &c. 

T  3  £  'twas 
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"  'twas  a  cafe  of  much  extremity,  and  required 
'*  great  fortitude.    The  face  preferring,  on  ac- 
*'  count  of  the  uneafy  accefs  to  the  cranium,  mud 
"  make  a  moll  uncommon  and  difficult  crotchet 
*'  cafe.    You  certainly  a£lcd  right,  in  not  ufing 
"  the  forceps  on  this  occafion;  as  the  flimuluspro^ 
"  duced  by  them,  would  have  been  liable  to  increafe 
"  the  pain  and  fits.    In  the  third  cafe,  the  wa- 
"  ters  were  only  evacuated  twelve  hours,  which 
"  you  know,  is  not  a  long  time;  what  went  be- 
"  fore  ferving  chiefly  to  open  the  os  tinea,  Sec. 
f*  You  mention  the  vertex  being  low  here  ;  I  beg 
"  you'll  recollect  whether  you  felt  the  ear,  and 
"  where;  as  by  its  relation  to  thepubes  and  ifchia, 
"  the  head's  fituation  is  determined  with  certainty ; 
"  what  reafons  could  you  have  for  believing  the 
'*  child  to  have  been  dead  fome  hours?  I  ap- 
"  prove  of  your  delivering  the  patient  with  the 
"  forceps:  but,  whether,  or  no,  you  could  have 
"  faved  the  child  by  operating  fooner,  regards  a 
*•  part  of  midwifery,  not  yet  cleared  up  with 
certainty ;  therefore,  I  defire  this  may  be  the 
'*  object  of  your  conGderation,  when  called  to 

"  laborious 


[    207  J 

laborious  cafes,  i.  e.  to  find  out,  if  nature 
"  fuccceds  oftener  in  delivering  children  alive, 
"  than  we  do  with  the  forceps,  e.  g.  two  wo- 
"  men  conflructcd  alike,  and  agreeing  entirely 
"  in  their  labours ;  the  head  of  the  child  en- 
"  gaged  in  each  fifteen  or  twenty  hours  ;  the  one 
"  delivered  of  a  living  child  with  the  forceps, 
"  the  other  of  a  dead  one  by  nature:  in  this 
"  cafe,  the  forceps  feems  to  have  the  preference; 
"  a  few  cafes,  relating  to  this  affair,  accurately 
"related,  might  be  of  ufe.  .  In  the  firft  cafe,  I 
"  fhouldbe  glad  to  know  if  the  funis  was  fhort; 
"  and  remain,  Sec." 


MY  REPLY. 

"  DEAR.  SIR. 

"In  the  fecond  cafe,  I  met  with 
P  little  difficulty  in  perforating  the  osfrontis,  but 
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"  was  obliged  to  ufe  fome  ftrength  in  opening 
"  the  fciffars  when  introduced  up  to  their  reft. — 
"  I  did  not  difcover  the  fontandk,  the  chin  was  to 
"  the  Jacrum:  in  regard  to  the  flooding  of  this 
"  patient,  I  rauft  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that 
"  part  of  my  letter  which  relates  to  her  cafe,  and 
"  it  will  appear,  that  the  violence  of  the  flood- 
"  ing,  previous  to  her  delivery,  was  the  principal 
*'  caufe  of  all  the  bad  fymptoms  which  the  pa- 
"  tient  then  laboured  under.  I  fhould  have  told 
14  you  in  this  cafe,  that  upon  evacuating  the 
44  uterus,  the  haemorrhage  continued,  which  fo 
f  much  added  to  the  emergency  of  the  cafe,  as 
"  to  induce  me,  by  all  poflible  means,  to  re- 
41  flrain  the  flux.  In  the  third  cafe,  twelve 
"  hours,  I  mull  confefs,  was  no  very  long  time 
?'  for  the  evacuation  of  the  waters:  but  then,  if 
41  if  you  pleafe  to  remember,  how  little  could 
44  be  expcftec^  from  the  pains :  and  add  to  this, 
*'  the  exceflive  fatigue  which  fhe  had  undergone 
44  from  the  length  of  her  labour ;  I  prefume  you 
44  will  readily  grant  the  propriety  of  the  extraor- 
"  dinary  affiftance  I  had  recourfe  to:  in  this 

"  cafe, 
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M  cafe,  one  car  was  to  the  pubes,  and  the  other 
"  to  the  fdcrum,  with  the  forehead  to  the  right 
V  ijchium.  My  reafons  for  thinking  the  child  dead 
"  were  fubftantially  thefe  :  an  evacuation  of  ill— 
"  fmelling  meconium  from  the  uterus ;  an  un- 
"  common  laxity  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  and 
"  a  feparation  of  the  cuticle ;  befides  a  univerfal 
"  lividity  of  the  whole  body  when  delivered. 
"  Now  fhould  it  be  granted,  that  the  child  was 
*'  alive  ten  hours  before  I  came  in,  and  had 
'*  been  dead  but  eight  of  that  time,  it  may  rea- 
"  fonably  follow,  that  if  my  afliftance  had  been 
"  given  eight  hours  fooner,  as  the  circum- 
"  fiance  of  the  cafe  would  then  have  equally  in- 
"  duced  me  to  employ  the  forceps,  the  child 
<f  would,  at  lead,  have  had  a  better  chance  of 
"  being  faved.  You  may  depend  on  my  making 
"  the  fubjeft  you  propofed  the  objeft  of  my  coo* 
"  federation.  The  funis  in  the  firfl  cafe  mea- 
f  fured  exaclly  thirteen  inches. 

V  I  am,  fcc." 


THI* 
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this  was  the  fub fiance  of  my  anfwer  to  tht 
Doctor's  Queries  ;  with  which  he  was  pleafed  by- 
letter  to  exprefs  his  entire  fatisfa&ion.  —  When 
the  head  is  enlarged,  and  the  difficulty,  as  in 
the  firft  of  the  above  three  cafes  ari fes  from  this 
caufe;  it  maybe  reckoned  a  fortunate  circum- 
flance,  that  the  pains  are  eventually  fufheiert  to 
effect,  the  entire  defcent  of  the  head,  without  the 
affiftance  of  art.  Much  of  the  delay,  in  this 
cafe,  might  alfo  proceed  from  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  funis. -^-Dr.  burton  obferves,  that  a  bad 
foimation,  or  corruption  of  the  umbilical  chord% 
may  either  kill  the  child,  by  not  conveying  the 
nourifhment  to  it,  or  may  feparate  the  placenta 
from  the  uterus,  by  being  too  fhort,  as  men- 
tioned by  M.  littre,  Act.  Erud.  Lipf.  Ann. 
1706.  where  it  was  not  above  half  its  ufual 
length:  and  mauriceau,  obf.  301.  affirms  to 
have  found  one  fo  fhort  (un  Tiers  d'aune)  that 
the  child  could  not  be  brought  forth  without 
bringing  the  after-birth  at  the  fame  time.  The 
fame  cafe  he  met  with  foon  after,  obf.  406.  but 
iu  this  laft,  the  chord  was  alfo  as  thick  as  the 
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child's  arm,  whofe  belly  was  quite  flat  and  emp- 
ty :  again,  obf.  549.  he  delivered  another  per- 
fon,  where  the  umbilical  chord  was  not  above  one 
third  of  the  ufual  length:  and  obf.  612.  another 
had  only  half  the  right  length:  and  likevvife, 
obf.  640.  one,  whofe  chord  was  only  half  a  foot ; 
and  he  obferved,  this  fhortnefs  always  occafioned 
violent  pains  to  the  mother  (as  in  obf.  662.  & 
687.)  by  the  length  of  a  tedious  birth.  It  rarely 
happens  that  the  funis  is  knotted,  as  was  the  cafe 
here,  ruysch,  obf.  11.  mentions  an  infiancc 
of  a  foetus  being  killed  by  knots  on  the  navel- 
firing.  Mr.  petit  Hift.  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  des 
Sciences,  1718.  relates  a  cafej  where  "  the  na- 
vel firing  of  a  human  foetus  was  fhewn,  which, 
had  a  knot  in  its  middle,  and  the  marks  of  the 
parts  that  formed  the  knots  could  be  obferved ; 
which  proves,  that  the  knot  had  been  made  long 
before  the  woman's  delivery" ;  but,  as,  he  does 
not  fay,  whether  the  child  was  alive  or  dead — 
the  danger  which  children  are  expofed  to,  when 
the  umbilical  chord  is  preffed,  or  the  circulation 
intercepted  by  knots  on  the  funis,  is  equally  ma- 
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nifeft  as  before. — Dr.  smellie,  vol.  ii.  p.  ggij. 
mentions  the  death  of  a  jotlus,  from  a  tight  drawn 
knot  on  the  middle  of  the  funis:  he  likewife 
fpeaks  of  delivering  a  live  child,  where  there  was 
a  loofe  knot  on  the  funis :  and  gives  a  cafe,  in 
which  iht  funis,  being  nine  hands  breadth  long, 
had  a  loofe  knot  on  it,  and  was  twilled  round  the 
neck  of  the  child,  which  was  dead  ;  but  does  not 
impute  its  death  to  the  knot  or  circumvolution, 
but  to  the  nature  of  the  labour ;  which  was  very 
lingering,  the  head  being  fqueezed  to  a  great 
length,  and  the  brain  too  long  compreffed  in  a 
narrow  pelvis.  —  dioms  pioduces  two  inflances 
of  labours  being  protracted  by  the  bignefs  of  the 
head;  in  both  of  which  attempts  were  made  to 
put  back  the  child,  turn  it,  and  bring  it  by  the 
feet:  but  after  the  bodies  of  the  children  were 
fetched  away,  the  heads,  he  fays,  remained  be- 
hind in  the  womb,  and  could  not  be  extracted 
but  with  the  greatefl  violence,  which  occafioned 
the  death  of  both.  He  further  recommends  pa- 
tience in  thefe  cafes  ;  cautions  againft  the  ufe  of 
inflruments,  till  there  are  certain  figns  of  the 
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child's  death;  and  gives  a  particular  account  of 
a  labour  of  this  kind  which  happened  at  Ver- 
sailles.— giffard  has  publiQied  no  lefs  than 
fixty-eight  cafes :  in  all  which,  the  deliveries  were 
retarded,  either  from  the  bulk,  or  bad  pofition  of 
the  head:  of  this  number,  we  find  three  women 
delivered  of  live  children  by  the  force  of  the 
natural  pains  ;  fix  delivered,  where  the  head  was 
fmall,  or  the  pelvis  fufficicntly  capacious,  one 
of  whom  only  had  a  dead  child:  and  fifty-nine 
were  delivered  by  his  extractor,  forty-nine  of 
which  had  live  children  —la  motte,  in  obf. 
I  23.  Sc  242,  gives  two  cafes  of  the  extraordinary 
fize  of  the  head ;  in  both  which  he  turned  the 
child,  and  with  great  difficulty  delivered  the 
child:  in  obf.  245.  he  met  with  a  cafe,  where 
the  fize  of  the  head  was  fo  great  that  he  was 
obliged  to  deliver:  obf.  247.  8c  248.  contain 
two  inftances,  where  the  head  was  locked  in  the 
paffage,  and  required  leffening ;  notwithstanding 
which,  we  find  the  fame  author  advifing,  as  the 
be  ft  and  fureft  way,  in  the  extreme  bignefs  of  the 
head,  to  pafs  the  hand  into  the  uterus  by  the 
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fidd  of  die  head,  and  bring  out  the  feet ;  which. 
is  the  more  furprizing,  when  immediately  after, 
in  obf.  312.  we  find  the  difficulty  which  accrued 
to  him  •  though  he  happened  to  be  more  fuccefs- 
ful  in  this  practice  in  obf.  313.  Vide  smellie, 
vol.  ii.  coll.  27.  cafes  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  8c  6. — ould< 
is  of  opinion,  that  if  the  expulfion  be  impeded  by 
the  difproportion  of  the  fize  in  the  head  and  pel- 
vis, or  the  mother's  weaknefs,  and  not  from  any 
diflortion  in  the  form :  and,  if  there  be  any  rea- 
fon  to  imagine:  that  the  child  is  living;  or,  ra- 
ther, if  there  be  any  certainty  of  its  death ;  in 
this  cafe,  he  recommends  the  forceps,  gives 
fome  hints  as  to  the  choice  of  them,  and  direc- 
tions as  to  their  ufe.  Vide  pugh,  chap.  xi.  and 
astruc,  chap,  ii.  Turning  the  child,  to  deli- 
ver it  by  the  feet,  is  in  this  cafe  often  difficult 
and  dangerous,  and  feldom  advifeable. 

dr.  smellie,  vol.  iii.  coll.  3 1,  and  cafe  2.  ex* 
Jiibits  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  a  face  pre- 
fentation;  feveral  trials  were  ineffectually  made 
to  bring  the  child  footling ;  the  forceps  were  alfo 
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tried  in  vain,  and  an  endeavour  was  made  to 
open  with  the  fciffars  at   the  os  frontis,  which 
prefented  at  the  pubis;  but  the  bones  were  fo 
thick,  that  he  could  not  make  an  opening  fuf- 
ficient  to  allow  a  difcharge  of  the  cerebrum:  all 
thefe  different  methods  failing,    he  introduced 
the  two    curved  crotchets,    one  on  each  fide, 
which  tore  open  the  bones  of  the  cranium  ;  then 
the  contents  were  evacuated,  the  head  was  dimi- 
nifhed,  the  foetus  was  delivered,  and  the  woman, 
he  fays,  afterwards  recovered,  as  if  no  fuch  dif- 
ficulty had  happened.    Another  delivery  of  the 
fame  kind,  in  which  the  face  prefented,  and  the 
child,   like  the  former,  was  delivered  by  the 
crotchet,  follows  in  cafe  12.    And  cafe  23.  in  a 
ktter  to  the  Do£lor,  from  mr.  h.  dated  essex,  1 75  2. 
wc  are  told,  that  the  face  prefented  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  pelvis,  the  forehead  to  the  right  is- 
chium, and  the  membianes  had  been  broke  feve- 
ral  hours  before  his  arrival ;  he  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  bring  the  child  footling,  unfuccefsfully 
tried  the  forceps,  and,  as  he  coulcj  not  perforate 
the  bones  of  the  face  and  forehead,  to  make  an 

opening 


[    2.6  1 

opening  through  the  parts,  lie  introduced  a 
crotchet  above  the  temporal  bone,  and  at  length, 
after  fix  hours  fatigue,  in  trying  thefe  different 
ways,  he  delivered  the  patient.  Vide  la  motte, 
obf.  115.  8c  116.  In  reference  to  the  third  cafe 
prefented  to  dr.  Mackenzie  in  my  laft  letter,  I 
fhall  quote  chapman,  cafe  16.  in  which  the 
child  came  right,  the  head  was  far  advanced  and 
low  in  the  vagina  ;  the  pains  beginning  to  abate, 
and  the  woman  being  much  weakened  and  fa- 
tigued, he  introduced  the  forceps,  and  fafely 
delivered  the  patient.  For  laborious  cafes,  when 
the  vertex  prefents,  and  the  child's  head  is  low 
in  the  pelvis.  Vide  dr.  smellie,  vol.  ii.  coll.  24. 
cafes  l,  2,  &  7,.  and  for  laborious  cafes,  when 
the  head  of  the  child  is  low  in  the  pelvis,  and 
delivered  with  the  forceps,  vide  coll.  25.  of  the 
fame  vol.  cafes  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8c  7.  And  for 
laborious  cafes'  of  women,  delivered  by  the  for- 
ceps, the  vertex  prefenting  the  ear  to  the  pubis, 
vol.ii.  coll.  29.  cafes  1,  2,  3,  4,5,6,  7,  8c  8. 
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CASE  XXXIV. 

In  the  morning  of  the  fecond  of  January, 
1766.  I  was  called  to  a  woman  in  labour,  who 
had  been  attended  by  a  midwife,  during  the  two 
preceding  days  and  nights  ;  the  pains  were  good 
and  flrong,  and  the  os  uteri  compleatly  dilated, 
with  the  membranes  entire,  but  they  broke  in  time 
of  a  pain  foon  after  I  came  in ;  the  waters  were  eva- 
cuated, and  the  face  defcended  low  down  into 
the  pelvis,  with  the  chin  to  the  pubis:  finding 
this  the  fituation,  and  that  the  head,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  pains,  did  not  advance,  I  paffed  my 
hand  caurioufly  into  the  pelvis,  and  in  the  remif- 
fion  of  them  raifed  up  the  head  of  the  child, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  pufh  the  fhoulders  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis;  by  which  means,  I  was  fo 
lucky  as  to  alter  the  pofition  of  the  face,  and 
bring  the  fontanelle  to  prefent  with  the  face  to  the 
pubes;  and  the  child  was  foon  after  born  alive, 
without  any  further  trouble. 
I  U  CASE 
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CASE  XXXV. 

A  YOUNG   woman,  big  with  her  firft 
child,  was  taken  in  labour  the  third  of  august, 
1769.  fhe  had  been  attended  by  a  midwife  for 
many  hours  before  my  arrival ;  who  informed 
me,  that  the  child's  breech  prefented,  and  that 
with  her  utmoft  endeavours,  fhe  could  not  make 
way  for  it ;  the  psuns  were  flill  pretty  good,  but 
the  waters  had  elapfed  the  day  before.  The  face, 
from  its  confined  fituation,  and  the  rough  hand- 
ling of  the  midwife,  was  fo  exceedingly  minified, 
that  it  was  hard  to  diflinguifh  it ;  but  after  fomc 
time  I  difcovered  the  chin  to  the  facrum :  I  en- 
deavoured to  change  the  pofition  of  the  face,  and 
bring  down  the  vertex  with  the  face  to  the  fa- 
crum; but  it  was  in  vain:  and  as  the  fymptoms 
were  not  very  preffing,  I  was  unwilling  to  em- 
ploy 
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ploy  the  forceps ;  I  therefore  encouraged  and 
fupported  the  patient,  and  waited  the  iflue  with 
patience,  which  proved  fortunate  ;  for,  in  about 
four  hours,  the  expulfion  was  effected  by  nature, 
and  the  child  born  alive ;  but,  never  in  my  life, 
had  I  feen  an  infant  fo  frightfully  disfigured :  the 
face  was  horridly  black,  and  much  fwelled ;  the 
eyelids  inflated,  fcratched,  and  torn;  the  eyes 
themfelves  bloodfliot,  inflamed,  and  fo  protube- 
rant, as  to  appear  ready  to  bolt  out  of  their 
fockets;  the  noftrils  wide  enough  diftended  to 
admit  the  tip  of  a  finger ;  the  upper  lip  fwollen^  and 
puffed  up  ;  and  the  lower  lip  torn,  and  hanging 
down  on  the  chin  :  all  which  ferved  as  an  evincing 
proof  of  the  extreme  ignorance,  and  rough  and  in- 
jurious treatment  of  the  woman  midwife  ;  for  there 
is  not  a  cafe  in  midwifeiy,  which  requires  more 
gentle  and  tender  touching,  than  a  face  prefenta- 
tion:  I  made  a  future  on  the  lacerated  parts,  and 
by  embrocations  and  warm  cataplafms,  in  a  few 
days  brought  the  poor  child  to  a  nearer  refem- 
blance  of  the  human  figure  ;  but  the  eyes,  to  this  . 
day,  retain  the  appearance  of  an  unnatural  pro- 

U  2  jeclion. 


[      220  ] 

jcclion.    mauriceau  prefents  us  widi  a  fimilar 
prefentation ;  where  the  child's  face,  when  born, 
was  fo  black,  and  mif-fhapen,  that,  he  fays,  it 
looked  like  a  black-a- moor ;  and,  as  foon  as  the 
mother  faw  it,  (he  told  him,  that  fhe  always 
feared  her  child  would  be  fo  monftrous ;  be- 
caufe,  when  fhe  was  young  with  child  of  it,  fhe 
fixed  her  looks  very  much  upon  a  black-a-moor 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  guise,  .  who  always 
kept  feveral  of  them ;   wherefore,   flie  wifhed 
that,  or,  at  leaft,  cared  not,  though  it  died,  ra- 
ther to  behold  a  child  fo  disfigured,  as  it  then  ap- 
peared; but  fhe  foon  changed  her  mind,  when 
lie  fatisfied  her,  that  this  blacknefs  was  only, 
becaufe  it  came  faceling,  and,  that  in  time,  it 
would  wear  away;  which  it  accordingly  did.— 
In  portal,  obf.  2y.  we  meet  with  a  face  prefen- 
tation, in  which  the  woman  was  delivered  by 
the  labour  pains:  and  in  obf.  32.  the  delivery  of 
a  monftrous  child,  with  the  face  foremoft ;  which 
lie  accomplifhed  with  much  difficulty,  by  means 
of  a  filing,  conveyed  by  his  fingers,  and  fixed 
below  the  chin,    gitf  ard  defcribes  a  delivery, 
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where  the  face  prefented  firft;  it  was  funk 
low  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  birth  was  effected  by 
the  throes  of  the  woman  ;  an  eligible  conclufion, 
and  which  it  will  be  ever  belt  to  fubmit  to  in 
face  cafes,  (which  of  all  laborious  births,  are 
generally  the  mod  troublefome  and  dangerous) 
than  to  have  early  recourfe  to  the  application  of 
inftruments  ;  an  affiftance,  from  which  the  judi- 
cious practitioner  will  ever  recede,  fo  long  as 
nature  can  conveniently  be  trufied. — It  will  alfo 
be  found  both  difficult  and  dangerous  to  attempt 
the  bringing  down  the  vertex,  or  by  turning  the 
child,  deliver  it  by  the  feet.  —  daventer,  chap. 
37.  difplays  the  manual  treatment  of  infants 
coming  into  the  palTage  with  their  faces  forward, 
and  makes  a  difference  in  the  management  of 
an  infant  offering  its  face  firft  in  a  womb  rightly 
feated,  and  in  one  that  is  oblique;  a  diftinction, 
by  the  bye,  founded  rather  in  theory  than  prac- 
tice ;  but  the  obliquity  of  the  womb  is  found  one 
of  the  moft  favourite  topics  of  that  refpeclable 
writer. 
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CASE  XXXVI. 

A  LADY,  of  naturally  a  weak  and  tender 
conflitution.  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  fecond 
child  the  igth  of  may,  * 769.  (fix  weeks  before 
the  time  {he  expected)  with  her  firft  child;  fhe  had 
been  attended  by  a  midwife,  who  was  again  fent 
for;  and  after  having  waited  a  day  and  a  night, 
and  finding  the  labour  flow  in  its  progrefs,  the 
relations  uneafy  and  diffatisfied,  and  the  patient 
difheartened,  and  extremely  low  and  weak,  I 
was  applied  to  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next 
day;  the  membranes  I  found  were  entire, 
the  head  fituated  high  in  the  pelviSi  and  the  os 
uttri  fufficiently  dilated ;  fhe  had  a  fmall  pain, 
in  which  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  head  of 
the  child,  with  the  face  foremoff.,  defcended  into 

the 


[    223  I 

the  middle  of  the  pelvis;  after  which,  for  near 
an  hour,    no    other  pain  followed,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  patient  feemed  much  to  increafe: 
in  this  lituation,  could  I  have  thought  that  the 
pains  would  have  come  on  forcibly  enough  to 
have  given  the  fxlus  a  chance  of  expulfion,  I 
fhould  have  done  right  to  have  trufled  it  to  na- 
ture, or  to  have  endeavoured  to  reduce  it  to  a 
vertex  cafe ;   but  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the 
patient  induced  me  to  pufh  up  the  head,  and 
fearch  for  the  feet,  which  J  found  doubled  upon 
the  cheft  of  the  child,  and  taking  hold  of  them 
delivered  the  legs,   and  the  pelvis  being  well 
formed,  and  the  child  not  large,  the  body  and 
head  followed,  without  much  trouble ;  the  child 
was  weak,  and  lived  only  two  days ;  but  by 
prefcribing  to  the  mother,  remedies  to  revive  her 
exhaufled  flrength  and  fpirits,  fhe  recovered  in  a 
much  fhorter  time  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected.   My  fuccefs  in  this  delivery,  may  rea- 
for.ubly  be  attributed  both- to  the  fmall  fize  of  the 
child's  head  and  body,  the  happy  formation  of 
the  pelvis,  and  the  retention  of  part  of  the 
waters. 
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CASE  XXXVII. 

I  WAS  fent  for  on  the  6th.  of  march,  1771, 
by  a  midwife,  to  a  ftrong,  hearty  woman,  who, 
by  a  fright,  had  her  labour  brought  on  fooner 
than  fhe  expected  by  two  months  ;  fhe  had  been 
long,  and  was,  at  times,  much  convulfed.  On 
examination,  I  found  the  os  tinea  widely  dilated, 
the  membranes  found  and  entire,  and  the  head 
of  the  child  loofe,  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ; 
after  waiting  fome  time,  and  finding  the  convul- 
fions  increafe,  and  little  or  no  pain,  I  ruptured 
the  membranes,  and  found  the  face  prefent  a  lit- 
tle below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  rather  a  late- 
ral direction,  with  the  chin  to  the  pubis.  I  had 
her  placed  on  her  back,  and  pufhing  up  the  head 
to  the  fundus  uteti,  I  cautioufly  brought  down 
die  legs,  and  delivered  her,  with  little  difficulty, 

of 
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of  a  live  child;  the  fits  ceafed  foon  after  the 
delivery,  ami,  notwith (landing  the  woman  was 
reftorcd  to  her  former  health,  without  any  parti- 
cular inconveniency  from  her  lying-in :  in  two 
deliveries  fince,  fhe  has,  in  time  of  labour,  been 
fubjeel  to  convulfions,  which  have  gone  off  foon 
after  the  appearance  of  the  lochia.    Although  I 
was  fuccefsful  in  the  two  preceding  deliveries,  I 
am  very  far  from  recommending  turning  in  face 
cafes ;  the  propriety  of  which,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  cafe  35.   can  be   but   feldom  jufti- 
fied;    and   much   difficulty    and    danger  will 
often  accrue  from  extracting  the  head  after  the 
body  is   delivered ;    which   is  obvious   in  the 
following  examples  from  dr.  smellie;  who,  In 
coll.  34.  no  2.  cafe  vi.  has  given  a  face  prefen- 
taticn,  with  the  chin  to  the  right  fide  of  the  pel- 
vis ;  the  waters,  in  this  cafe,  had  been  discharged 
many  hours  ;  the  patient  grew  weak  and  fainted, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  deliver  her,  by  bringing 
the  child  footling;  but,  as  it  was  very  large,  he 
could  not  bring  out  the  head,  williout  the  greatefl 
difficulty:  cafe  vii.  is  alfo  a  face  prefentation, 
with  the  forehead  above  the  pubis,  and  the  chin 

forced 


[     226  ] 

forced  down  to  the  concave  part  oF  thtfacrum; 
by  ufing  great  force  the  head  was  pufhed  up  to 
the  fundus  uteri,  the  legs  were  brought  down,  and 
the  child  delivered  as  in  the  former  cafe  ;  the 
face  was  livid,  and  cxceffively  fwelled,  but  thefe 
went  off  in  a  few  days.  Coll.  35.  cafe  ix.  he 
mentions  the  face  prefenting ;  the  child  brought 
footling;  the  abdomen  fwelled,  and  opened  with 
the  fciffars ;  the  hips  pulled  from  the  body,  and 
this  lafl  delivered  with  the  crotchets :  again,  inj 
cafe  x.  of  the  fame  collection,  the  face  prefentcd, 
the  woman  was  exhaufted  by  floodings,  the  0$ 
uteri  was  fnipped  with  the  fciffars,  and  the  child 
brought  footling  ;  the  woman  died  on  the  fourth 
day. 
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CASE  XXXVIII. 

On  august  the  2gtli,  1772.  in  the  evening,  I 
was  called  to  a  woman  who  had  been  in  labour 
feveral  days,  and  was  attended  by  a  midwife; 
who  not  knowing  the  true  fituation  of  the  child, 
and  finding  it  could  not  be  protruded  by  the 
force  of  the  natural  pains,  at  length,  reluctantly 
confented  to  afk  for  further  affi fiance ;  I  found 
the  face  prefenting,  with  the  head  fo  firmly 
locked  in  the  pelvis,  with  the  chin  ;  however,  for- 
tunately below  the  pubiSj  that  it  was  needlefs  to 
ufe  any  force,  or  endeavour  to  alter  its  pofition; 
the  waters  had  broke  three  days  before,  fmce 
which  the  pains  had  been  very  fharp  and  fevere, 
but  were  now  wholly  abated,  and  the  patient  was  be- 
come very  weak,  faint,  and  much  exhaufled.  Upon 

enquiry, 
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enquiry,  I  found  fhe  had  had  no  flool  for  the  Iaft 
two  days  of  her  labour:  an  emollient  clyfler,  to 
empty  the  rcclum  of  its  contents,  was  therefore 
advifed:  foon  after  the  operation  of  which,  the 
forceps  was  the  inftrument  I  wifhed  to  ufc ;  but 
the  head  was  fo  clofely  wedged  into  the  pelvis,  that 
I  feared  the  woman  might  be  much  bruifedor  torn 
by  the  application  of  them  ;  but  the  fhock  and  ap- 
prehenfion  which  I  felt  at  the  thoughts  of  opening 
the  head  of  the  child ;  more  particularly,  as  no 
evident  matks  of  its  death  had  appeared,  over- 
balanced all  confiderations  to  the  contrary,  and 
refolved  me  on  the  expedient,  to  perform  the 
extraction  of  the  child,  if  poffible,  in  the  beft 
manner  I  could  by  their  help  :  the  patient  being, 
therefore,  placed  in  a  convenient  manner,  it  was 
the  mofl  arduous  tafk  I  ever  experienced  of  the 
kind,  to  introduce  the  blades  over  the  ear  of  the 
child  ;  which  being  done,  the  handles  were  not 
locked,  and  fecured,  without  much  difficulty; 
and  whilfl  one  hand  was  employed  in  protecting 
the  p&rinaum,  by  flow  and  gentle  degrees,  the 
head  was  delivered  with  the  other;  but  not  in 

lefs 
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lefs  than  half  an  hour,  from  the  complete  appli- 
cation of  the  forceps }  the  head  being  delivered, 
much  obflrudion  accrued  from  the  breadth  of  the 
fhoulders,  which  were  not  brought  along,  till  I 
had  paffed  a  finger  on  each  fide,  as  far  as  the 
axilla;  and,  even  then,  was  obliged  to  ufe  much 
pulling  force  before  I  could  thoroughly  gain  my 
point:  all  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  were, 
however,  amply  compenfated ;  for,  by  the  conli- 
dcration  of  having  faved  the  poor  infant.which  was 
born  alive,  with  the  face  and  head  exceedingly 
black  and  tumified;  but  by  fuffering  it  to  bleed 
freely  from  the  divided  funis  before  it  was  tied,  and 
proper  topical  applications  to  the-parts  affe&ed, 
the  tumour  was  difperfed,  the  blacknefs  went  off, 
and  both  woman  and  child  had  a  good  recovery. 
I  meafured  the  length  of  the  child's  face,  from 
chin  to  forehead,  which  was  fix  inches  and  three 
quarters;  and  the  breadth  of  the  body,  at  the 
fhoulders,  was  nine  inches  and  a  quarter. 
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CASE  XXXIX. 

Mrs.  B.  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child  in  the  morning  of  November  the  fixth, 
1775.  and  foon  after,  a  midwife,  to  whom  fhe 
had  previoufly  fpoke,  was  fentfor;  but  being 
from  home  another  was  fought  for,  and  procured, 
but  not  till  late  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  ; 
through  the  latter  part  of  which  the  woman  had 
made  violent  efforts,  which  flill  continued,  and 
the  midwife  promifed  to  complete  the  bufinefs  in 
a  very  little  time  j  but  after  waiting  till  fix  the 
next  morning,  and  the  expectations  of  the  wo- 
man and  attendants  being  difappointed,  and  a 
general  uneafinefs  then  prevailing,  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  fend  for  me :  and  extremely  furpri- 
zed  I  was  at  the  pofition  in  which  I  found  the 
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patient,  who  was  feated  high  upon  the  bed  dou- 
bled, with  one  leg  over  the  back  of  one  chair, 
and  the  other  over  the  back  of  another :  the 
midwife  was  feated  between  her  legs,  and  affu- 
red  me  fhe  had  been  working  many  hours,  t6 
get  the  child  along,  but  to  no  purpofe;  her  ig- 
norance prevented  the  reprehenfion  fhe  deferved, 
and  without  altering  the  woman's  pofture,  on 
examination,  I  found  the  face  prefenting,  with 
the  chin  to  the  fide  of  the  pelvis,   pretty  low 
down,  and  very  much  fwelled.    The  delivery 
had  been  fufhciently  left  to  the  labour  pains, 
which  were  now  grown  confiderably  weaker,  and 
the  patient  was  very  much  exhaufted,  wept,  and 
begged  to  be  delivered:  upon  which,  I  altered 
her  pofture,  defired  that  fhe  might  lie  on  her 
fide,  and,  without  much  difficulty,  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  introduced  the  forceps,  and  fixed  them 
along  the  ears,  got  down  the  chin  to  the  in- 
ferior part  of  the  os  ifckium,  gradually  brought  it 
out  from  under  the  pubis,  and  delivered  the  head 
in  the  moil  deliberate  manner,  to  prevent  any  in- 
jury being  done  to  the  pcrinaum  and  fundament. 

The 
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The  child's  face  was  very  black,  much  fwelled, 
and  disfigured,  but  by  proper  remedies  came  to 
rights  in  a  few  days ;  the  delivery  of  the  placenta 
was  accomplifhed  in  about  half  an  hour  after  that 
of  the  child,  and  the  mother  recovered  furpri- 
zingly  well.  —  gtffard*  cafe  174.  gives  a  face 
prefentation,  in  which  he  affifted  in  the  delivery 
with  his  extradlor.  The  face  was  very  black, 
and  much  tumified  by  its  lying  fo  long  preffed 
in  the  paffage ;  he  ordered  it  to  be  fomented  with 
red  wine  warmed,  by  which  the  tumor  and  black- 
nefs  was,  in  great  meafure,  carried  off.  chap- 
man, cafe  49.  has  a  face  prefentation,  in 
which  the  child  was  forced  pretty  low,  and  deli- 
vered with  the  forceps:  and  again,  in  cafe  56-. 
he  mentions  another  inftance  of  the  face  pre- 
fenting  towards  the  as  pubis ;  wherein  he  made  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  with  the  fillet,  and  after- 
wards introduced  the  forceps,  and  delivered. — 
Dr.  smellie,  coll.  30.  defcribes  a  cafe  of  the 
forehead  prefenting  with  the  face  to  the  left  fide, 
and  the  jontandk  to  the  right,  in  which  fituation 
it  had  fluck  for  a  long  time,  without  making  any 

progrefs  ; 


[    »SS  1 

progrcfs :  as  the  pelvis  was  large,  he  refoived,  if 
poffible,  to  alter  the  poGtion  of  the  head;  and 
fhould  that  fail,  to  bring  it  footling:  but  the  uterus 
was  fo  ftrongly  contracted,  as  to  foil  all  his 
attempts,  and  he,  at  length,  delivered  with  the 
forceps :  in  cafe  2.  of  the  fame  collection,  he  alfo 
ufed  the  forceps  when  the  face  prefented:  and  in 
the  following  one  of  the  fame  kind,  feveral  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  raife  the 
head  up  in  the  uterus  before  he  came,  and  he  de- 
livered with  the  forceps :  in  the  next  cafe,  he 
tells  us,  the  child's  face  was  fo  fwelled,  that,  at 
firft,  he  took  it  for  the  breech ;  the  woman's 
flrength  and  fpirits  being  exhaufted,  and  the 
contraction  and  reGftance  of  the  womb  too  great 
to  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  by  the  feet,  he 
introduced  the  forceps,  and  delivered  the  head, 
which  was  much  tumefied.    In  the  year  1752. 
the  doctor,  fays,  he  was  called  to  a  woman,  and 
found  the  face  prefenting  with  the  chin  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  Jacrum,  fo  low  down,  as  to 
protrude  the  parts  of  the  woman  in  form  of  a  tu- 

X  mor  j 
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mor;  he  introduced  the  forceps,  and  rinding  it 
impracticable  to  raife  the  head,  was  obliged  to 
pull  it  along  in  the  time  of  every  pain,  as  it 
prefentcd,  and  thus  delivered  the  woman  fafcly 
of  a  dead  child. 


CASES 
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CASES  XL,  XLI,  and  XLII. 

COMMUNICATED 

in  LETTERS  to   the  late 

DR.  COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

"  JANUARY  26,  1766. 

I 

"  DEAR  SIR, 


I 


"A  TAKE  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
"  you  of  a  very  particular  cafe,  now  under 
"  my  care,  which  is  as  follows  :  on  the  1 5th 
"  inflant,  a  young  woman,  of  an  adjacent  viU 
"  lage,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fixth,  or  be- 
"  ginning  of  the  feventh  month,  in  confequence 
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"  of  lifting  a  great  weight,  heard  fomething, 
"  fuddenly,  give  a  violent  fnap  within  her ;  fhe 
"  had  no  pain  at  that  time,  but  the  next  day 
41  found  herfelf  liftlefs,  fick,  inclined  to  retch, 
"  and  at  intervals  felt  flight  pains;  which  conti- 
"  nuing  to  the  eighteenth,  and  a  larger  difcharge 
"  of  blood  then  enfuing,  by  the  advice  of  her 
"  neighbours,  fhe  applied  to  me:  upon  which,  I 
"  vilited  her,  and  found  her  reclined  on  a  couch, 
"  lick,  weak,  and  coftive  ■  the  pulfe  was  quick 
"  and  fmall,  and  (he  had  grinding  pains  in  her 
"  back,  with  an  increafe  of  the  uterine  heemor-* 
u  rhage  upon  every  little  motion:  having  ob- 
11  tairied  her  confent,  I  touched  her,  but  could 
"  not  find  the  os  tinea.    I  was  informed  that  fhe 
**  had  been  twice  bled  fince  her  being  with  child, 
"  once  foon  after  the  ftoppage  of  her  menfes,  and 
"  again,  about  a  week  before  this  accident  happen- 
ed ;  Hie  was  now  too  faint  and  low,  to  admit  of 
"  that  operation  being  repeated:  I  therefore  ordered 
««  her  reft,  a  recumbent  pofture,  and  a  light  nou- 
«  rifhing  diet,  gave  her  a  fmall  draught  of  the 
H  tinclure  of  red  rofes,  with  one  drachm  of  fin/pus 

M  e  me- 
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"  t  meconio,  and  directed  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
"  every  fix  hours  ;   for  her  coftivenefs,  I  prefcri- 
M  bed  an  emollient  clyfter,  compofedof  new  milk, 
"  coarfe  fugar,  and  fallad  oil,  which,  as  well  as 
"  the  draught,  was  occasionally  repeated  till  the 
"  23d  inftant ;  when,  the  hamorrhage  fiill  conti- 
"  nuing  to  recur,  upon  the  flighteft  occasions, 
"  I  apprized  her  relations  of  the  danger  fhe  was 
"  in,  and  propofed  calling  in  another  pra£ii- 
M  tioner;  but  as  he  lived  at  a  great  diftance  from 
"  me,  and  I  was  engaged  at  the  time  when  he 
*'  attended  the  patient,  have  not  yet  feen  him ; 
"  but  understand,   he  bled  her,  and,  with  my 
"  approbation,  directed  a  continuance  of  the 
**  draught  and  clyfter,  as  occafion  might  require ; 
"  which  has  been  complied  with,  but  with  little 
"  fuccefs,  for  the  patient  certainly  grows  weaker, 
"  and  is  more  languid:  in  this  critical  situation, 
"  I  fhall  not  fail  in  my  conftant  attendance  on 
"  her,  and  fhall  acquaint  you  with  the  iflue  of 
"  the  cafe '.  in  the  mean  time,  beg  to  hear  your 
M  fentiments  on  the  prcfent  flate  of  it,  which 
"  will  give  me  much  fatisfaflion.    I  have  juft 
X  3  " now 
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"  now  feen  the  patient,  and  re-examined  her, 
11  but  the  os  tinea  flill  continues  to  elude  my 
"  fearch  ;  the  flux  does  not  increafe  in  quantity, 
"  yet  the  pulfe  is  the  fmalleft  I  ever  remember  to 
"  have  felt;  notwithstanding  which,  the  patient 
"  16  in  pretty  good  fpitits,  and,  feemingly,  ap- 
"  prehenfive  of  no  danger.  I  think  it  very  re- 
**  markable,  and  extraordinary,  that  the  os  tinea 
"  is  not  to  be  found ;  do  you  fuppofe,  that  the 
"  feveral  flages  of  geftation  are  to  be  afcertained, 
"  with  exacl:  precifion,  by  the  examination  of 
"  the  os  tinea,  when  it  is  to  be  felt?  Amongft  the 
"  many  ridiculous  and  fuperllitious  notions  en- 
tertained  by  old  women,  I  know  of  no  one 
more  abfurd,  than  that  of  attributing  lingular 
"  viitues,  as  a  prefervative  againft  drowning,  to 
"  the  caul,  with  which  a  child  is  faid  to  be  born  : 
w  at  a  labour,  wherein  I  alTifted  a  few  nights 
"  ago,  it  was  difcovered,  that  the  child  was  born 
**  with  a  caul,  which  was  taken  abundance  of 
"  care  of,  and  preferred  with  much  folemnity.— 
"  On  the  fecond  of  this  month,  I  received  a  mef- 
«'  fage  to  attend  the  wife  of  a  farmer,  who  was 

"  faid 
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1  faid  to  be  very  ill  of  the  cholic;  but  inftead  of 
'  that  diforder,  it  turned  out  to  belabour;  and 
'  the  child  being  well  advanced,  was  delivered  by 
'  the  natural  pains,  was  ftrong  and  healthy,  foon 
'  after  fucked,  and  continued  remarkably  well. — 
1  And  about  a  twelvemonth  fince,  I  attended  a 
'  woman,  who  had  borne  feveral  children  before, 
'  and  explained  to  me,  in  every  particular,  her 
reafons,  for  believing,  that  fhe  had  exceeded 
her  reckoning  by,  at  leaft,  five  or  fix  weeks ; 
fhe  had  a  more  laborious  time  than  ufual,  and 
a  flow  getting  i^p.    I  mention  thefe  two  cafes, 
becaufe  the  firft  woman  had  been  only  married 
eight  months,  and  was  unhappy,  in  not  being 
able  to  account  for  coming  fooner  than  fhe 
.expected:   and    the  fccond,    having  always 
been  remarkable,  for  making  her  calculation, 
to  almofl  a  mathematical  degree  of  certainty : 
and  further,  becaufe,  I  would  wifh  to  know, 
whether,    you   look  upon  the  term  of  nine 
months,  abfolutely  to  be  depended  on ;  or,  at 
btft,  but  an  uncertain  rule," 


THE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

T  H  E  cafe  under  your  care  is,  no 
doubt,  a  difagreeable  one ;  if  a  flooding  comes 
on  at  any  time  before  the  ninth  month,  it  is 
dangerous,  and  one  of  the  raoft  alarming  fymp- 
toms  in  midwifery  ;  it  often  happens  in  the 
firft  three  months,  by  the  feparation  of  the 
placenta  from  the  ovum;  but  oftener  from 
frights,  falls,  blows,  &c.  even  the  moft  trivial 
thing  has  brought  on  a  flooding  and  mif- 
carriage ;  but  at  this  time  is  feldom  mortal  ; 
it  often  begins  in  very  fmall  quantities ;  then 
upon  the  woman's  lying  in  an  horizontal  pofi- 
tion,  ceafes  for  fome  time :  and  then  alternately 

"  flows 
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"  flows,  and  ceafes  again ;  and  fo  on,  till,  at  length, 
11  the  05  tinea  is  dilated,  and  the  contents  of  the 
"  uterus  are  difcharged  —  repeated  bleeding  is 
**  likely  to  have  been  prejudicial  to  your  patient, 
M  and  fhould  ever  be  ufed  with  caution  in  a  lax 
"  and  weakly  habit:  it  is  a  practice  recommended 
"  in  moft  times  of  pregnancy;  but  fucceeds. 
11  belt,  and  is  moft  ufeful  in  complaints  that 
44  border  on  plethora:  the  French  are  fo  fond  of 
44  it,  that  they  bleed  the  woman,  at  all  times,  even 
41  when  fhe  is  in  the  laft  hour  of  her  time.  As  no- 
44  thing  interferes  more  with  the  man  midwife's 
44  character,  than  floodings,  fo  nothing  fhould  em- 
41  ploy  his  care  and  attention  more  :  and,  indeed, 
"  where  they  are  extremely  bad  and  dangerous,  it 
"  is  advifeable  to  call  in  the  fenior  practitioner. 
"  You  did  very  right  to  apprize  the  relations  of 
41  the  danger,  which,  in  thefe  cafes,  it  is  always 
'**  belt  to  do,  as  it  ferves  to  take  off  all  reflec- 
44  tion  from  the  man  midwife.  If  you  can  fup- 
"  port  the  woman's  ftrength,  and  no  violent  ha- 
"  morrhage  happens,  (he  may  do  well :  as  (he  is  al- 
"  ready  fo  much  reduced,  there  is  danger  of  fainting 

"  fits, 
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u  fits,  and  her  dying,  upon  the  firft  confiderable 
'*  increafe  of  the  flooding ;  nature,  however,  often 
*'  does  furprizing  things.  It  is  thought  the  cer- 
"  vix  uteri  contracts  foon  after  conception.  The 
*'  os  tinea  is  eafily  felt  in  an  unirnpregnatcd 
"  flate,  as  it  alfo  is  for  three  or  four  months  after 
"  conception;  though  it  has,  then,  quite  a  diffe- 
*'  rent  feel,  and  becomes  fomewhat  fhorter:  for, 
"  as  before  pregnancy,  it  was  long  and  hard, 
u  now,  you'll  obferve,  it  feels  fmooth  and  foft, 
M  and  covered  with  a  mucus;  and  it  fhortens  in 
"  proportion  to  the  woman's  advancing  to  the 
"  period  of  her  term.  The  time  of  a  woman's 
'*  being  gone  with  child,  will  be  known,  with 
"  fome  degree  of  certainty,  by  the  feel  of  the  os 
"  tinea  \  which,  if  un impregnated,  will  be  pro- 
*'  minent,  feel  hard  to  the  touch,  and,  by  preffing^ 
"  on  it,  will  eafily  remove,  either  upwards  or 
"  laterally,  from  the  finger;  at  the  fame  time,  the 
"  abdomen  will  be  very  foft:  when  a  woman  is 
'*  about  two  months  gone,  it  will  be  fomewhat  a 
"  little  fhottened,  not  move  from  the  finger,  and 
"  be  a  little  moid :  when  (he  arrives  at  about 

"  four 
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**  four  or  five  months,  the  os  tinea1  will  then  be 
f  confiderably  fhortened,  and,  by  feeling  on  each 
n  fide  of  it,  a  hardnefs  may  probably  be  felt : 
"  but,  about  the  fixth  month,  it  becomes  Mill 
"  (hotter  and  moiftcr:  and,  about  the  feventh  or 
"eighth,  extremely  fo:  in  the  ninth  month,  it 
"  entirely  lofes  its  fize,  and  is  only  to  be  diftin- 
"  guifhedbya  chafm  that  is  left,  around  which  the 
"  child  may  be  fometimes  eafily  diftinguifhed  by 
11  the  touch,  and  through  which  the  membranes 
r  maybe  diftincily  felt :  inflances  have  happened, 
0  though  very  feldom,  that  the  os  tinea,  at  tke  end 
"  of  the  ninth  month,  has  continued  long;  but, 
"  even  then,  it  is  foft  and  moift,  and  will  eafily 
"  open  :  when  nothing  is  to  be  felt,  it  is  a  certain 
r  fign,  that  the  labour  will  be  attended  with  difE- 
"  culty  ;  this  may,  probably,  be  fometimes  ow- 
r  ing  to  a  bad  formed  pelvis ;  but,  on  the  con- 
**  trary,  has  happened  wliere  the  pelvis  was  well 
"  proportioned.     It  can't  well  be  accounted  for, 
"  why  labour  comes  on  jufl  at  the  end  of  nine 
"  folar  months  ;  that  is  to  fay,  why,  at  the  ex- 
**  piTation  of  that  time,  the  impelling  force  be- 

"  coma 
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41  comes  naturally  fo  great :  and  why  then,  the 
"  affifling  power  accrues;  by  the  affifting  power, 
*'  I  mean  the  contraction  of  the  abdominal  muf- 
"  cles  and  diaphragm.  If  a  woman  goes  ten 
"  days  beyond  her  time,  fhe  has  generally  a  dif- 
11  ficult  one.  Authors  agree,  that  the  full  time 
"  of  pregnancy,  is  nine  folar  months,  mauri- 
"  ceau  is  very  curious,  indeed,  in  this  particu- 
"  lar;  and  pretends,  that  a  day,  more  or  lefs, 
"  produces  fomething  uncommon :  in  fupport  of 
**  which,  he  brings  many  cafes.  Women  may, 
"  occafionally,  come  before,  or  go  beyond,  the 
"  ufual  period  of  geftation.  The  caul,  you 
**  know,  is  no  more  than  a  part  of  the  mem- 
"  branes.  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  re- 
"  mains  of  the  cafe;  and  am,  8cc. 

lamotte  has  two  deliveries,  where  he  could 
exactly  reckon  the  terra  of  nine  months ;  and 
acknowledges,  that  it  rarely  happens,  but  there 
are  a  day  or  two,  more  or  lefs :  again,  in  chap. 
27.  of  the  fame  author,  he  fays,  the  term  of 
nine  months  is  not  certain,  but  only  the  mofl 
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frequent;  and  thinks,  the  child  may  come  at  its 
•full  time,  from  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
month,  to  the  tenth,  twelfth,  and  even  thir- 
teenth: and  that  it  is  always  born  at  its  full 
time,  when  it  is  able  to  live,  and  take  the 
breaft.  Vide  his  book,  obf.  71,  72,  73,  74,  75, 
76,  8cc." 

an  Eflay  on  the  evil  confequences  attending 
injudicious  bleeding  in  pregnancy,  has  been 
lately  publifhed  by  dr.  wallis.  dionis  tells 
us,  that  goffiping  women  are  perfuaded,  that 
the  children  which  come  into  the  world  with 
a  part  of  this  membrane  (which  they  have  deno- 
minated the  caul)  are  more  fortunate  than  others; 
m  a  uriceau  afcribes  this  accident  to  quick  and 
eafy  labouis,  and  to  fuch  women  as  drop  their 
children,  and  bring  them  forth  with  the  greateft 
eafe  ;  for  then,  fays  he,  the  child  is  not  obliged 
by  ftruggling  to  break  the  membranes,  but 
brings  it  off",  wreathed  about  its  head,  almofl 
whole,  which  it  could  not  do  were  the  paffage 
fhaitcr ;  hence  our  author  concludes,  fuch  a  de- 
livery 
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livery  is  equally  happy,  both  for  mother  and 
child.  Dr.  burton,  p.  12.  has  given  us  fomc 
very  ufeful  diftinctions  of  the  os  tinea,  to  be 
made  by  touching:  and  page  log.  mentions 
the  danger  of  not  finding  the  os  tinea,,  schuri- 
sius  fpeaks  of  aperfon,  who  mifcarried  eleven 
times,  yet,  by  proper  bleeding,  in  her  next  breed- 
ing, brought  forth  a  living  child.  Hippocra- 
tes condemns  venefection  in  pregnancy,  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  woman  is  far  gone  :  and  the  jut'icious 
mr,  white,  of  Manchester,  to  whom  much  re- 
fpecl  is  due  for  his  ufeful  treatife  on  the  manage- 
ment of  pregnant  and  lying-in  women,  fays,  he 
is  convinced  that  bleeding  is  too  indifcrimately 
ufed,  and  too  often  repeated :  and,  that  though 
it  may,  on  fomc  occalions,  give  immediate  relief ; 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  mull  aggravate  the  com- 
plaints, weaken  the  patients,  and  render  them 
more  liable  to  putrid  difeafes;  but  would  not 
be  underftood  to  mean,  that  bleeding  is  never  ne- 
ceffary :  in  fome  habits,  he  fays,  and  in  inflam- 
matory difordcrs,  it  certainly  is  fo  ;  particularly, " 
if  the  patient  complain  of  a  fenfe  of  fulnefs, 
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pain  of  the  head  and  back,  with  a  flrong  full 
pulfe,  and  has  had  a  better  appetite,  and  ufed 
lefs  exercife,  than  before  her  pregnancy;  but, 
even  in  plethoric  cafes,  unattended  with  inflam- 
matory fymptoms,  affes  milk,  Seltzer  water,  elixir 
of  vitriol,  and  an  active  life,  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe  as  bleeding;  with  this  advantage,  fays 
our  author,  that  they  will  obviate  the  prefent  ple- 
thora, without  favoring  its  return  j  which  is  a 
flrong  objection  to  frequent  bleeding,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  flrengthen  and  brace  the  folids. 
And  a  careful  observance  of  this  opinion  may, 
undoubtedly,  be  attended  with  much  falutary 
advantage,  both  in  obviating  the  injuries,  which 
may  accrue  in  the  pregnant  ftate,  from  an  inju- 
dicious ufe  of  the  lancet,  and  by  proving  a  proper 
fuccedaneum  for  bleeding,  where  the  patient  may 
entertain  a  particular  averfion  to  that  operation. 


The 
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The  SUPPLEMENT  to 

CASE  XL. 

INCLOSED 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  LATE 

DR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

14  Feb.  1766. 

"■  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  CAN  now  inform  you,  with 
much  fatisfaciion,  that  the  patient  we  treated 
of,  is  in  s  train  of  recovery.    At  the  clofe  of 
my  Iaft  letter,  I  told  you  of  the  very  low  con- 
"  dition   to   which   fhe  was  reduced,  and  of 
my  not  being  able  to  find  the  os  tinea,  which 
"  equally  eluded  my  fearch,  till  the  fourth  in- 
'  ilaut ;  when,  upon  examining  the  patient,  with 
•  the  fore  finger  of  my  left  hand,  as  fhe  laid 

"  upon 


t     249  ] 

"  upon  her  right  fide  in  bed;  at  the  fame  time, 
**  making  a  fmall  degree  of  preffure  with  my 
"  right  hand  on  the  abdomen,  the  os  tineas  ap- 
"  peared  to  the  touch  very  high  up,  moift,  and 
fpread  to   the  breadth  of  a  (hilling.  The 
•!  altringent  medicine,  and  emollient  clyfter,  ad 
"  mentioned  in  my  laft,  were  occafionally  re- 
"  peated;  but  the  draining  continued  at  intervals 
"  till  the  fixth  inftant ;  when  the  hcemorrhage  fud- 
denly  increafing,  I  was  called  to  her,  and  now 
"  found  the  os  tinea  lower  down,  and  more  open ; 
'  {he  had  fmall  bearing-down  pains,  with  regu- 
'  lar  intermifhons,  of  about  half  an  hour.  Af- 
'  ter  waiting  with  her  three  hours,  the  mem- 
'  branes  fuddenly  gave  way,  and  the  nala  de- 
•  fcended  fo  low  into  the  pelvis,  as  to  protrude 
'  the  external  parts  in  form  of  a  tumor,  and, 
with  a  little  afhflance,  fhe  was  eafily  delivered 
of  a  fmall  child,  which  cried  once,  and  ex- 
pired immediately:   foon  after  the  flooding 
came  on  afrefh,  and  the  patient  fainted  away, 
when  palling  my  hand  gently  up  to  withdraw 
the  placenta,  I  difcovercd  the  head  of  another 

Y  <«  child, 
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'  child,  reuing  upon  the  pubes ;  from  whence  it 
'  was  no  fooner  diflodged,  than  it  followed  my 
'hand,  and  was  almoft  inftantly  delivered;  the 
'  placenta,  which  were  fmall,  and  joined  toge- 
•  ther   by    an    intervening    membrane,  were 
'  brought   forth  without  much  trouble ;  the 
1  flooding   ceafed,    the  woman    revived  foon 
'  after    the    evacuation    of   the    uterus,  and 
«  every  tender  and  necefTary  care  having  been 
'  taken  of  her,  her  ftrength  and  fpirits  are  fo 
"  far  recruited,  that  (lie  is  able  to  fit  up  in  her 
"  bed,  and  receive  nourifhment.    The  head  of 
"  the  firft  child  was  a  fize  larger  than  the  head  of 
"  the  fecond;   and,  what  was  very  extraordi- 
"  nary,  both  its  feet  were  turned  up,  flat  and 
clofe  to  the  tibia  of  each  leg;  to  which  they 
"  were  connected  by  a  ftrong  membranous  fub- 
"  fiance.    It  was  born  alive,  but  died  foon  af- 
M  terwards."  , 

it  is  fomething  remarkable,  that  in  three  fuc- 
ceeding  pregnancies,  this  patient  mifcarried  about 
the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  and  has  fince  had 
three  childien,  with  whom  fbewcnl  her  full  time. 

CASE 
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CASE  XLI1L 

A  POOR  woman,  early  in  the  labour  of  her 
firft  child,  fent  for  a  midwife,  in  the  morning 
of  the  third  of  may,  1767.  the  natural  pains, 
came  gradually  on;  and  in  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day,  I  was  told,  becoming  (harper,  and 
more  powerful,  the  membranes  broke,  and  fuch 
an  uncommon  difdurgc  of  water  enfued,  as  to 
fill  a  large  chamber  pot,  befides  what  was  fpilt 
upon  her  cloaths,  and  about  the  room.  The 
pains  relaxed,  and  the  waters  continued  drain- 
ing away,  at  times,  in  great  quantities,  till  four 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day :  in  this  flate  of 
the  cafe,  I  was  confulted ;  the  woman  was  fa- 
tigued, refllefs  and  hot,  and  much  alarmed  and 
terrified  at  the  reprefentations  of  the  midwife, 
who  had  given  it  as  her  opinion,  that  the  child 

Y  2  could 
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could  not  be  born  alive,  nor  at  all,  without  the 
help  of  inftruments ;  her  officioufnefs,  in  repeat- 
ed fcoopings,  for  a  great  length  of  lime,  had 
made  the  foft  parts  of  the  woman  much  infla- 
med and  tumefied;  and,  fo  tender  and  fore,  that 
{he  could  fcarcely  bear  to  be  touched.    The  os 
tinea  was  fpread  about  the  breadth  of  a  half 
crown,  and  at  its  edges  felt  as  hard  as  a  board ; 
the  vertex  was  pretty  low  down,  and  prefented 
to  the  os  externum,  with  the  forehead  to  the  Ja~ 
crum,  and  the  head  fcemed  very  large :  on  every 
motion  the  water  kept  draining  off,  and  in  time 
of  pain  more  confiderably  fo.    I  never  met  with 
an  inftance  of  fo  much  water;  and  concluded, 
that  the  too  great  quantity  of  it  had,  in  great 
meafure,  prevented  the  contra£lion  of  the  uterus, 
and  thereby  leflened  the  force  of  the  pains ;  the 
woman  was  thirfty  and  coflive:  in  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs,  I  thought  it  proper  to  put  her  to  bed, 
inje'cl;  an  emollient  clyfter,  anoint  the  labia  pu- 
dendi  with  unguenlum  Jloris  Jambuci,  apply  to  the 
parts  a  cataplafm  of  bread  and  milk,  and  give 
her  a  neutral  draught  with  Jjrupus  e  meconio,  to 

be 
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be  repeated  every  three  hours  ;  defired  fhe  would 
indulge  herfelf  in  whatever  poflure  was  mofl  a- 
greeable  to  her,  and  be  kept  as  ftill  and  quiet  as 
poflible:  and  further,  to  prevent  any  more  rough 
handling,  difmiffed  the  m'dwife,  and  took  the 
whole  charge  of  the  cafe  into  my  own  hands  :  the 
pains,  though  weak,  recurred  at  regular  intervals, 
and  fhe  refled  moderately  between  them :  in 
this  ftate,  full  fourteen  hours  had  elapfed,  before 
I  re-ex3mined  the  os  tinea ;  in  which,  an  agree- 
able alteration  was  now  effe&ed,  for  it  was  much 
fofter,  and  more  fpread ;  and  the  head  was  fome- 
what  more  advanced,  but  fqueezed  into  a  long 
conical  form:  in  about  ten  hours  after  this,  the 
pains  became  quicker  and  ftranger,  and  the  pro- 
trufion  of  the  head  began  to  form :  upon  which, 
my  principal  care  was  the  prefervation  of  the  pe- 
rineum, and  the  largenefs  of  the  child's  head,  as 
the  forehead  rofe  from  under  it,  rendered  it  ra- 
ther a  difficult  tafk  ;  however,  by  lubricating  it, 
and  making  ufe  of  proper  prelTure,  it  was  fafely 
protected,  and  this  part  of  the  bufinefs  happily 
accomplifhed,  without  the  lead  hurt,  or  lacera-. 

X  3  tion; 
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tion :  the  placenta  was  eafily  brought  out,  but 
had  a  particularity,  which  I  never  before  or  fince 
remember  to  have  obferved  in  any  one ;  for  part 
of  its  external  furface  was  vafcular,  and  divided 
into  fmall  lobes :  and,  the  other  part,  of  a  jelly- 
like fubflance,  fpread  with  ve&cles  rill'd  with 
water;  the  vertex  was  lengthened  in  form  of  a 
fugar  loaf,  and  meafured  from  its  apex  to  the  chin, 
feven  inches  and  a  quarter;  and  laterally,  from 
temple  to  temple,  four  and  a  quarter  •  the  child 
lived,  and  the  mother  was  fo  well,  as  to  get  up  in 
good  health  in  ten  days :  ffie  afterwards  informed 
me,  that  from  the  fecond  month  of  her  being  with, 
child,  to  the  time  of  her  labour,  fhe  had  frequently 
had  difcharges  of  water,  which  differed  from 
that  fhe  made  by  coming  away  involuntarily. — . 

Mr.  JOHN  ALEXANDER,  of  HALIFAX,  in  YORK- 
SHIRE, in  the  third  volume  of  Med.  Comm.  re- 
lates the  hiftory  of  an  exceffive  difcharge  of  wa- 
ter from  the  uterus,  during  pregnancy.    For  the 

i 

bad  effecls  of  the  waters,  when  they  are  in  too 
great  a  quantity,  vide  la  mqtte,  obf.  309.  &; 
3 10.-—  giffard,  cafe  186.  gives  an  account  of  the 

bringing 
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bringing  away  of  feveral  large  fubflances,  formed 
from  a  great  number  of  hydatidcs  joined  together 
by  a  loofe  parenchymatous  fubflance.  —  ruysch, 
obf.  33.  has  publifhed  a  very  remarkable  cafe  of 
the  placenta  uterina  degenerated  into  limpid  hyda- 
tides,  like  a  bunch  of  grapes,  which  he  conceives 
to  be  nothing  elfe,  than  the  very  minute  glands 
of  the  placenta  diftended  into  watry  veficles; 
which,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  is  a  diforder  fre- 
quent  enough  in  the  liver,  kidnies.  and  other 
glandular  parts — -the  waters  may  often  be  too 
copious,  as  in  the  foregoing  cafe,  and  by  bearing 
down  too  heavily  againff  the  membranes,  may 
occadon  a  premature  rupture  thereof,  and  thus 
occaGon  great  protraclion  of  the  labour:  under 
which  circumftance,  fufficient  patience  and  for- 
bearance, are  to  be  efteemed  as  the  bed  and  fafeft 
means  to  procure  a  favorable  iflue. 


CASE 
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CASE  XLIV. 

'  J[  ^HE  fubjecl:  of  the  cafe  before  us,  was  a  poor 
woman,  about  three  and  thirty;  fhe  had  been  fub- 
jecl; to  *  ricketty  affections  in  her  infancy,  and 
from  her  make  and  fhape,  it  was  eafy  to  perceive,  ' 
that  the  pelvis  was  not  of  the  belt  conftrudtion  ; 
which  was  further  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
her  two  preceding  labours;  in  both  of  which, 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  child  had  been  the  una- 
voidable confequence  :  in  this  her  third  labour, 
neceflity  had  obliged  her  to  have  retourfe  to  a 
woman  practitioner,  who  had  waited  on  her  three 
days  and  nights  before  I  was  fent  for,  on  the  27  th 
of  November,   J  7 68.  and  then  by  order  of  a 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  women,  who  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  fuffer  from  ricketty  affeftions  in  their  infancy,  com- 
monly fuftain  fome  kind  of  diftortion  of  the  pelvis ;  though, 
every  other  part,  there  may,  not  remain  the  leaft  veltige  of 
the  difeafe. 

parifb 
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parifh  officer.  The  os  tinea  was  open  to  about 
the  breadth  of  a  crown  piece,  felt  hard  and 
rigid ;  and  the  pudenda  were  fwelled  and  in-* 
flamed,  by  the  ungentle  handling  fhe  had  fuf- 
fered  from  the  midwife ;  the  waters  had  been 
gone  off  for  many  hours,  and  the  vagina  felt 
dry  and  conftri&ed ;  the  head  prefentcd  with 
the  vertex  very  high  in  the  pelvis ;  and  the  wo- 
man, from  the  preflure  of  the  uterus  upon  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  laboured  under  a  total  fup- 
preffion  of  urine,  with  a  great  fenfe  of  diften- 
fion,  for  the  laft  hour :  upon  which,  I  drew 
away  near  two  quarts  of  water,  with  the  *  female 
catheter ;  in  the  application  of  which,  I  am 
always  directed  by  the  clitoris,  which  is  fituated 
immediately  under  the  pubis,  and  affords  the 
fureft  guide  to  the  introduction  of  this  infiru- 
ment;  to  alleviate  the  *tumefac7ion  of  the  parts, 
I  ufed  cataplafms  and  fomentations ;  the  pain* 
had  been  flrong  and  forcible,  but  were  now  weak 

*  Dr.  johnsos,  pages  1 1 z  Sc  257,  has  obliged  us,  in  this 
cafe,  with  directions  for  the  pofition  of  the  woman:  and 
itlfo,  very  accurately  defcribed  the  manner  of  paffing  the 
c  catheter. 

and 
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and  trifling ;  however,  with  the  help  of  an  opi- 
ate, and  by  keeping  the  patient  cool  and  quiet,  I 
was  in  hopes,  they  might  again  acquire  an  in- 
creafed  force,  make  a  change  in  the  os  uteri,  and 
caufe  the  head  to  defcend  farther  down  in  the 
pelvis.    It  was  a  long  time,  from  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes,  and  the  make  and  form  of  the 
woman,  with  the  confideration  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  accrued  in  her  two  former  labours,  and 
the  prefent  difagreeable  circumftances  which  fhe 
laboured  under,  all  confpired  to  prevent  my  form- 
ing a  judgment  the  mofl  favourable  to  the  event ; 
which,  however,  I  hadrefolved  fhould  depend  upon 
nature,  to  the  utmoft:  I  therefore  fummoned  up  all 
my  patience,  and  after  waiting  with  her  near  eight 
and  forty  hours ;  during  which  time,  the  periods 
of  the  pains  recurrence,  till  within  the  laft  four 
hours,  had  feldom  beerflefs  than  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  minutes:  the  rigidity  and  fwelling  of  the 
foft  parts  were  much  relieved  by  a  repetition  of 
the  fore-mentioned  topical  applications ;  the  os 
uteri  yielded,  tho'  by  hairs  breadths,  to  the  flow 
advances  of  the  head,  which  woiked  itfelf  down  to 

a  mofl; 
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a  mod  amazing  *  elongation :  however,  I  had  the 
o-rcat  fatisfa&ion,  bvthis  flow,  cautious,  and  delibe- 
rate  manner  of  treatment,  at  length,  to  fucceed  in 
the  delivery  by  the  effecls  of  the  natural  pains  ;  the 
child  was  alive  when  born,  but  very  weakly  ;  and  the 
dimenfions  of  its  head,  from  chin  to  forehead,  were 
fix  inches  and  three  quarters  ;  but  laterally,  from 
temple  to  temple,  fcarcely  three:  the  mother 
was  a  confiderable  time  before  file  recovered  her 
ftrength ;  foon  after  which  fhe  removed  her  fitua- 
tion  to  a  great  diftance  from  me  ;  and,  in  her  next 
pregnancy,  I  am  informed,  endured  an  extraordina- 
ry lingering  labour,  was  delivered  by  theaffiftance 
of  the  crotchet,  and  died  of  the  lochial  fever,  feven 
days  after  her  delivery.  In  the  two  preceding 
cafes,  as  well  as  fome  others,  which  will  appear 
in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ;  the  injury,  which 
'manifeftly  arifes  from  that  pernicious  cuflom  of 
fcooping;  a  praclice,  too  prevalent  with  many 

*  Though  the  narrow  or  distorted  pelvis  is  often  the  caufe 
of  a  lingering  labour :  under  fuch  circumftances  it  is  really 
amazing  to  think  what  nature  will  frequently  do  when  not 
interrupted  in  her  procefs,  when  the  vertex  prefents,  and 
:th»  pains  are  powerful. 
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ignorant  pracVuiancrs,  {hews  the  necefTity  of  its 
ever  being  rejected,  as  it  never  fails  to  harden, 
and  tumefy  the  os  tinea,  inflame  the  contiguous 
parts,  and,  without  the  leafl  advantage,  to  irritate 
and  fatigue  the  woman;  a  mifchicf,  which  fhould 
be  ever  carefully  avoided:  and  furely,  there  is 
not  a  time,  which  requires  our  greateft  tendernefs, 
patience,  care,  and  delicacy,  more  than  in  natural 
parturition. — ruysch, obf.  5  i.  highly  reprobates 
this  pradlice,  as  conducive  of  the  greateft  dan- 
ger; and  cautions  the  midwife  againft  every 
rough  treatment,  which  may  injure  and  inflame 
the  uterus.  Dr.  quld  advifes  the  motions  of  the 
fingers  to  be  performed  with  the  greateft  caution; 
otherwife,  he  fays,  the  edges  of  the  orifice  may 
be  torn,  which  will  produce  miferable  confe- 
quences;  fuch  as,  violent  pain,  inflammation, 
ulceration,  cancer,  Sec.  and  recites  an  inftance 
of  his  being  fent  for  to  a  woman,  whofe  after 
pains,  as  fhe  called  them,  continued  much  longer,, 
and  more  violent,  than  ufual:  upon  enquiry,  he 
was  told,  fhe  had  a  very  difficult  and  tedious  la- 
bour; and,  that  the  midwife  was  obliged  to  work 
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like  a  horfe,  as  they  exprefTed  it,  before  flie  could 
deliver  her;  when  the  difcharge  of  the  lochia 
ceafed,  which  was  fooner  than  ufual,  by  reafon 
of  her  extraordinary  pain  ;  it  was  followed,  he 
lays,  by  that  of  a  fetid,  fanious,  black  ichor, 
which  gave  him  terrible  apprchenfions ;  how- 
ever, in  fome  time,  fhe  was  cured,  by  the  help 
of  anodyne  deterfive  injeclions,  and  taking  fome 
few  medicines  of  the  hyfterical  tribe,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  her  phyfician:  fome  time  after  this,  he 
adds,  that  fhe  conceived,  and  employed  him  to 
lay  her;  whatever  her  labour  might  have  been 
before,  it  was  now  very  difficult :  for,  upon  ex- 
amining, he  found  a  large  callous  cicatrix  on 
the  orifice,  which  made  him  dread  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  its  ever  being  fufficiently  dilated,  and  which 
did.  not  happen  till  after  four  and  twenty  hours 
clofe  application;  which  he  obferves,  ferves  to 
prove,  that  all  the  violent  fymptoms,  which  hap- 
pened after  her  labour,  were  owing  to  the  igno- 
rance of  the  midwife,  by  lacerating  the  orifice  of 
the  womb :  a  moft  dreadful  accident,  which  hap- 
pening 
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pening  from  whatever  caufe  it  may,  either  thfi 
preternatural  pofition  of  the  child,  by  too  precipi- 
tate efforts  to  dilate  it;  or,  by  any  other  exertions 
of  the  ignorant  and  inexperienced  practitioner, 
is  always  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  often  fatal. 
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CASE  XLV. 

Mr 

attendance  to  this  woman  was  befpoke; 
it  was  her  firft:  pregnancy:  fhe  had  been  fubjecl; 
to  convulfions  when  young,  and  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  third  month  of  her  time,  after  having 
for  fome  days  part,  complained  of  a  violent  head 
ach,  and  pain  in  her  ftomach,  was  feized  with 
an  epileptic  fit,  attended  with  foamings  at  her 
mouth,  and  flrong  fpafmodic  contractions  of 
the  whole  body  :  as  fhe  was  of  a  plethoric,  fan- 
guine  habit,  I  took  away  twelve  ounces  of  blood, 
and  in  the  morning  following  gave  her  a  laxative 
draught,  ordered  her  regimen  to  be  cool  and  di- 
luting, and  gave  her  a  nitrous  emulfion  to  take 
three  times  a  day.  On  the  twentieth  day  from 
the  firft  attack  the  fit  returned,  but  was  not  fo 
vioknt  as  before;  I  repeated  vcnxfeclion,  and 
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the  next  day  ventured  to  give  her  fix  drachms 
of  vinum  ipecacuanha,  which  unloaded  her  flo- 
mach  of  a  large  quantity  of  dark  acrid  bile,  and 
ftie  had  no  return  of  the  fit:  her  labour  began 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  of  septem-» 
ber,  1769.  and  foon  after  I  was  fent  for;  but 
being  at  a  great  diftance  from  home,  I  did  not 
reach  her  houfe  till  midnight,  when  fhe  told  rrie 
{he  had  had  many  very  fharp  pains,  been  very 
lick,  and  fometimes  felt  as  if  her  fits  were 
coming,  which  had  frightened  her  very  much  ; 
the  pains  had  acquired  an  increafed  force,  and 
were  now  very  ftrong:  I  examined,  and  found 
the  05  tinea  pretty  largely  dilated,  and  the  mem- 
branes protruding  in  form  of  a  bag ;  in  the  rc- 
miflions  of  the  pain,  I  thought  the  head  of  the 
child  was  the  part  I  touched ;  but  the  membranes 
breaking,  was  foon  convinced  of  my  miftake, 
both  by  the  touch,  and  the  meconium  which  paffed 
with  the  waters,  and  plainly  difcovered  theprefent- 
ingpart  to  be  no  other  than  the  breech ;  the  natural 
throes  ftill  continuing  powerful,  the  child,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  preternatural  fituation,  was  very  foon 
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delivered,  with  little  or  no  difficulty.    The  wo- 
man herfelf,  I  found  had  long  entertained  an 
•idea  of  bringing  forth  twins  :  and  as  the  placenta 
was  retained  longer  than  ufual,  by  examining 
the  abdomen  exteriorly,  the  uterine  tumor  was 
ealily  difcovered  not  to  be  fufficiently  diminifhed: 
upon  which,  after  lubricating  my  hand,  I  paffed 
it  gently  up  the  vagina,  and  foon  perceived  a. 
fecond  fet  of  membranes,  and,  as  I  thought,  the 
head  of  another  child ;    the  woman  fuddenly 
growing  faint,  and  beginning  to  flood:  I  a  fecond 
time  introduced:  my  hand,  ruptured  the  mem- 
branes, and  by  my  fingers  flipping  into  the  left 
axilla,  found  it  was  the  fhoulder,  and  not  the  head 
that  prefented  :  upon  which,  without  withdrawing 
my  hand,  I  deliberately  fearched  for  the  feet,  ob- 
tained them,  and  thus  effected  the  delivery  of 
the  fecond  child ;  both  the  children  were  born 
alive  :  the  placenta,  which  were  foon  after  delivered, 
adhered  fo  firmly  and  intimately  together,  that  the 
veffcls  of  one  cake  inofculated  with  thofe  of  the 
o'.hcr  ;  the  only  inftance  of  the  kind,  which  I  ever 
remember  to  have  met  with.  I  left  the  woman  ia 
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a  very  good  condition,  and  fhe  has  fmce  had 
many  children,  with  no  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance  attending  the  geflation  or  birth  of  cither, 
t a  motte's  obf.  220.  contains  a  cafe,  in  many 
circumftances  fimilar  to  the  above.  —  portal, 
obf.  17.  has  defcribed  a  molt  extraordinary  cafe 
of  the  delivery  of  a  woman,  feized  with  epileptic 
fits,  without  fenfe  or  motion:  and  another,  of 
the  like  kind,  wherein,  with  the  approbation  of 
two  phyficians,  who  attended  the  patient,  by 
immediate  delivery,  the  woman  and  child  were 
both  faved:  he  further  adds,  that  the  woman, 
not  long  after  her  recovery,  was  big  with  child 
again,  and  brought  to  bed  without  the  affiftance 
of  a  midwife ;  but  the  third  time  of  her  big- 
nefs,  being  in  labour  feized  with  the  fame  fit§ 
fhe  had  in  her  firfl  travail ;  and  the  furgeon  fent 
for  to  deliver  her,  not  daring  to  attempt  the  deli- 
very, fhe  perifhed,  miferably,  for  want  of  timely 
help ;  for,  though  he  was  fent  for  afterwards,  it 
was  too  late,  both  mother  and  child  being  dead 
before  he  came,  either  by  the  violence  of  the  epi- 
leptic fits,  or  by  an  exceffive  flux  of  blood, 
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wherewith  (he  was  not  afflicted  the  fir  ft  time  of 
her  delivery :  he  opened  the  body,  he  fays,  and 
found  all  the  internal  parts  without  blemifh,  and 
therefore  attributed  her  death  to  the  exceffive  eva- 
cuation of  the  blood:  he  further  obferves,  that  the 
bladder  being  extended  by  the  urine,  and  prefling 
upon  the  neck  of  the  womb  and  its  inward  ori- 
fice, obftrucls  the  free  paffage  of  the  child; 
be  fides,  when  it  is  filled  with  urine^  being 
fqueezed  by  trie  head  of  the  chiid^  it  produces 
mod  violent  pains  ;  to  prevent  which,  he  advifes 
a  probe  to  be  paffed  ifttd  the  bladder,  to  give 
paffage  to  the  urine :  inftances  whereof  he  relates, 
from  his  own  experience,  in  ihe  cafes  of  two 
gentlewomen  :  one  of  which,  falling  continually 
into  fits,  was  no  fooner  freed  from  the  urine,  that 
had  filled  and  diftended  the  bladder,  to  the  quan- 
tity of  four  pounds  j  but  the  pain  ceafed,  toge- 
ther with  the  fits,  and  fhe  was  delivered  within 
three  hours  after;  though  fhe  died  in  five  hours 
:after  that,  without  recovering  her  fenfes:  an  ul- 
cer, he  continues,  upon  diffe&ion,  was  found  in 
her  brain,  with  an  infection  of  the  bones.  The 
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Other  patient  feeling  exceflfive  pains,  without  any 
profpe£l  of  a  forward  labour,  he  evacuated  her 
bladder  by  means  of  a  probe ;  which  done,  the 
pains  ceafed  in  three  hours,  and  in  five  or  fix  pains 
after  procured  a  happy  and  eafy  delivery.  By  thefe 
obfervations,  our  author  feeras  to  infer,  that  the 
epileptic  affeftions,  he  fpeaks  of,  arofe  from  the 
irritation  brought  on  by  the  preternatural  fulnefs  of 
the  bladder;    to  evacuate  which,  a  preference 
over  the  probe  cannot  fail  to  be  given  to  the  fe- 
male catheter;  as  the  epileptic  fits  in  cafe  45. 
occurred  in  the  .earlier  part  of  geftation,  and  the 
above  quotations  more  immediately  relate  to  the 
times  of  labour,  an  apology  for  their  prefent  in- 
fertion;  would  feem  neceffury,  did  they  not  tend 
to  the  main  fubjec~l  of  demonflvating,  that  fuch 
.complaints  are  much  more  to  be  feared,  at  or 
about  the  time  of  delivery,   than  in  the  firft 
months  of  pregnancy ;   the  treatment  of  which 
will  be  ever  found  to  depend  upon  the  habit  of 
the  patient,,  and  muft  be  directed  according  to  the 
particular  fymptoms  attending  the  cafe;  for,  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  complaints,  were 
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general  rules  to  be  laid  down,  we  fhould  (as  la 
motte  very  judicioufly  obferves)  be  fometimcs 
forced  to  overlook  them. — Epileptic  fits  are  always 
extremely  dangerous — a  poor  woman,  in  the 
feventh  month  of  her  pregnancy,  from  a  fright, 
was  attacked  with  a  fit  of  this- kind,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  feventh  of  may,  1777.  and  fuppofed 
to  be  in  labour;  I  immediately  attended  her, 
and  found  the  os  tinea  undilated ;  the  patient 
was  ftiff,  and  foamed  at  her  mouth  ;  I  ordered 
her  extremities  to  be  rubbed  with  warm  cloths, 
and  wrapped  up  in  flannels ;  which,  with  the  ufe 
of  anodynes,  and  bleeding,  brought  her  to  her- 
felf,  and  fhe  completed  her  full  term,  without 
any  return  of  the  paroxyfm  ;  her  labour  was  na- 
tural, and  the  placenta  came  away  with  eafe.  A 
cafe,  fimilar  to  the  above,  has  Gnce  occurred  to  a 
gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood ;  and,  notwith^. 
{landing  his  greateft  care  and  caution,  the  patient 
died,  undelivered,  of  the  fits,  accompanied  with, 
a  uterine  hamorrhage,  in  the  fifth  month  of  gef- 
tation. 
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CASE  XLVI. 

A  YOUNG  woman,  in  the  fourth  month 
of  her  pregnancy  with  her  firfi  child,  was,  in 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  July.  1767.  without 
being  able  to  afifign  any  particular  reafon  for 
the    attack,    fuddenly  feized  with  convulfions, 
which  held  her  more  than  an  hour:  foon  after 
the  fit  fhe  perceived  a  fmall  pallid  fanguineouj 
difcharge  from  the  vagina,  which  alarmed  her 
relations,  and  haftened  their  application  to  me. 
The  patient  w^s  of  a  nervous  habit,  had  a  Gckly 
countenance  ;  the  pulfe  was  fmall  and  feeble,  and 
the  body  cpflive :  I  defircd  fhe  might  be  kept 
eafy  and  flill,  not  too  hot,  and,  as  much  as 
poffible,  forbear  any  kind  of  exercife :  I  prefcri- 
bed  her  a  gentle  opiate  in  the  evening,  and  an 
emollient  clyfter;  befides  this,  I  ordered  her 
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every  fix  hours,  three  fpoonsful  of  a  peruvian 
mixture,  with  Jyrupus  limonum ;  by  thefe  means, 
we  prevented  any  farther  appearance  of  a  uterine 
Jtux,  and  (he  remained  tolerably  well  for  about  three 
weeks ;  when,  as  fhe  was  fitting  at  work,  the  fits 
fuddenly  returned,  but  not  fo  violently  as  before : 
and  foon  after  the  paroxyfm,  there  was  again  a 
fmall  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina;  the 
opiate,  clyfter,  and  mixture,  were  now  re- 
peated; belides  which,  a  blifler  was  applied 
inter  Jcapulas,  and,  when  at  any  time,  very  faint 
or  low,  fhe  took  a  fpoonful  of  julepum  e  mofcho: 
in  this  method  we  continued  fafe  from  the  fits, 
through  the  advanced  months,  till  the  full  end 
of  her  term;  when  the  labour  pains  came 
on,  accompanied  with  the  fits,  to  a  very 
fevere  degree ;  I  was  immediately  called,  found 
her  in  the  midfl  of  the  paroxyfm,  with  an  inci- 
pient hemorrhage  from  the  uterus;  and,  upon 
touching,  perceived  the  os  tinea  fully  dilated, 
and  the  feet  and  breech  of  the  child  prefenting: 
the  lafl  of  which  I  gently  pufhed  up,  fecured  the 
feet,  and  the  child  being  fmall,  accomplished  the 
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delivery  with  very  little  difficuhy  ;  the  woman 
continued   weak    a  confiderable  time,   but,  at 
length,  recovered:  and  foon  after  becoming  again 
pregnant,  went  into  a  decline,  and  died  of  an 
abortion  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fif-h  month  ;  the 
child,  which  I  delivered  her  of,  was  very  weakly, 
and  had  a  great  enlargement  of  the  Jpinal  mar- 
roiy,  which  formed  a  tumour,  about  the  faze  of 
a  tennis  ball ;  was  foft,  limpid,;  and,  apparently, 
contained  a  watery  humour;  in  proportion  as  the 
child  waited  away,  the  tumour  was  obferved  to 
increafe  in  its  fize,  and  the  child  died  tabid  on 
the  eighth  day  after  it  was  bora. — ruysch,  in  his 
34th.  obf.  defcribes  a  tumour  in  the  Joins  of  a 
foetus,  with  a  bifid  Jpin'e;  and  fays,  that  a  tu- 
mour frequently  arifes  in  the  loins  of  a  fcetus, 
while  it  is  yet  an  inhabitant  of  the  uterus ;  which 
tumour  is,  in  fome  meafure,  foft,  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  middle;  and  frequently,  it  is  limpid, 
as  if  it  was  an  hydatid;  but,  fometimes,  it  is 
found  opaque:  it  is  not  always,  he  fays,  the  fame 
in  magnitude,  but,  fometimes,  equal  to  the  fize 
of  a   walnut,   and,  fometimes,  as  large  as  a 
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middling  turnip  :  he  afferts  this  afFectron  to  be 
a  dropfy,  and  almofl  the  fame  diforder,  allowing 
for  the  difference  of  fituation  with  that,  which  in 
the  head  of  the  foetus  is  commonly  called  an  hy- 
drocephalus :  for,  in  the  fame  manner,  fays  he, 
as  in  the  head  of  the  infant,  before  the  bones 
of  the  cranium  are  united  by  means  of  the  futures, 
the  membranes  of  the  brain  and  integuments  of 
the  head,  are  frequently  expanded,  to  a  great 
degree,  with  a  quantity  of  water,  fo  as  to  form  a 
foft  tumour :  in  the  fame  manner  alfo,  there  is  a 
fimilar  tumour,  fometimes,  formed  in  the  back  or 
loins,  but  feldom  in  the  nape  of  the  neck  ; 
which,  however,  he  once  met  with  an  inftancc 
of,  and  preferved  it  in  his  repofitory:  and  flili 
more  rarely,  continues  our  author,  does  it  happen 
in  the  inferior  and  exterior  part  of  the  os  Jacrum  ; 
an  inftance  of  which,  however,  follows  in  his  next 
obferyation;  where,  nothing  more  was  applied, 
than  a  plaifter,  a  drying  fotus,  and  a  belt. 
As  opening  this  kind  of  tumour,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  himfelf,  and  of  furgeons,  in  general, 
accelerates  the  death  of  the  patient:  he  further 
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adds,  that  amongft  all  the  infants,  which  he 
had  feen  afflicted  with  this  diforder,  he  never 
knew  one  to  live  fo  long,  as  in  the  laft  in- 
fiance ;  which  he  imputes  to  the  low  fituation  of 
the  diforder ;  in  obf.  36.  he  has  likewife  given 
us,  the  hiftary  of  a  tumour,  like  the  preceding : 
a  bifid  Jpine  in  the  loins  of  a  young  girl,  fifteen 
months  old;  wherein  the  contained  humours 
made  their  way  through  the  integuments,  and  ,on 
the  fecond  or  third  day  after  that,  the  unhappy  ob- 
ject expired.  In  the  month  of  December,  1769.  I 
had  a  new-born  child  brought  to  me  with  a  Jpina 
bifida,  fituated  under  the  vertebra  lumborum  ;  I  ad- 
vifed  aftringent  fomentations,  to  keep  the  tumour 
covered  with  emplajlrum  [implex,  and  cautioned 
the  parents,  on  no  account  whatever,  to  fuffer  its 
being  opened;  notwithstanding  which,  an  ig- 
norant old  nurfe  had  the  temerity  to  prick  it  with 
a  needle,  and  the  child  expired,  on  the  fourth 
day  after  the  water  had,  hy  that  means,  been 
difcharged.  I  have  alfo  been  informed  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  profeffion,  whofe  integrity  and  vera- 
city are  unqueftionable*  that,  in  the  co.urfe  of 
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his  practice,  which  has  for  many  years  been 
very  extensive,   he    met    with    two  children 
labouring  under  the  complaint  of  a  bifid  Jpine ; 
the  tumour  of  one  was  fmall,  and  placed  in  the 
vertebra  colli,  broke  fpontaneoufly,  and  the  child 
died,  on  the  ninth  day  after,  at  the  age  of  five 
months :  and,   that  of  the  other,  in  the  loins, 
was  very  large,  and  remained  unruptured  till  the 
child  died  fuddenly,  about  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
mondi.^With  regard  to  fits  coming  on  with 
labour  pains ;  whatever  is  the  caufe  of  fpafmodic 
ftricture,  it  feems  requifite,  by  all  means,  to  haf- 
ten  the  birth  •  if  it  can  be  fafely  conducted,  ei- 
ther by  turning  the  child,  or  delivering  it  with 
the  forceps,  fhauld  the  head  he  fituated  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  favour  their  application.  See 
giffard,  cafes  52.  94.  139.  8c  sq6. — astruc, 
chap.  3.  has  very  largely  expatiated  on  convnl- 
fions,  during  labour;  and  advifes,  as  the  only 
efficacious  ftep  that  can  be  taken,  in  that  dread- 
ful fituation,  to  accelerate  delivery  5  be-caufe  it 
is  certain,  that  as  foon  as  the  child  is  delivered, 
the  convulfions  of  the  womb  ceafe,  or  diminifh, 

fo 
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fo  far  as  to  gitfe  no  room  to  apprehend  the  mo- 
ther's life  to  be  in  danger;  efpecially,  if  flic 
cleanfes  well.    See  likewife  dr.  johnson,  p.  279. 

LA  MOTTE,   Obf.   221,    222,    223,     224,    &  225. 

smell i e,  vol.  ii.  coll.  18.  no.  5.  cafes  i,  2,  Sc  3. 
and  the  fame  author,  vol.  iii.  coll.  33.  no.  3. 
cafes  1,  2,  3,  8c  4.  Dr.  leake,  in  his  fixth  fec- 
tion  of  Practical  Obfervations,  has  publifhed  no 
lefs  than  feven  cafes  of  convulfions  ;  and  very 
judicioufly  fpoken  of  the  nature,  and  laid  down 
rules  for  the  treatment  of  fuch  diftreffing  com- 
plaints, both  before,  and  at  the  time,  of  labour. 
See  cafes  80,  81,  82,  8c  83,  of  this  collection. 
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CASE  XLVII. 

D  EE  MING  it  improper  to  recapitulate 
every  particular  circumftance  attending  the  un- 
happy fubject  of  this  cafe  ;  I  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  in  the  year  1772.  fhe  was  committed  on  the 
coroner's  inqueft,  to  take  her  trial  at  the  next 
affizes,  on  fufpicion  of  murdering  her  new-bom 
infant:  on  whom,  as  no  very  extraordinary  marks 
of  violence  appeared,  the  experiment  of  immerf- 
ing  the  lungs  in  water,  was,  by  fome  perfons, 
thought  neceffary,  and  accordingly  tried;  but,  as 
a  fallacious  practice,  which  ought,  long  fince, 
to  have  been  exploded  by  the  faculty,  I  did 
not  choofe  to  reft,  either  my  opinion  or  judg- 
ment thereon;  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
finking  of  the  lungs  does,  by  no  means,  prove, 
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that  the  child  was  Hill-born ;  as  it  may  cafually 
die  in  the  birth,  or  be  fhangled  in  that  fituation, 
before  ever  the  air  can  have  entered,  fo  as  fully 
to  inflate  the  lungs :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
their  proving  bouyant,  and  fwimming  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  is  far  from  being  a  juft  cri- 
terion, to  determine  the  child's  having  been  born 
alive:  and,  as  a  farther  authority,  to  fupport  my 
opinion,  I  {hall  tranferibe  the  fentiments  of  an 
eminent  furgeon ;  who,  in  reading  a  lefture 
upon  the  lungs,  at  surgeons  hall,  took  occafion 
to  deliver  himfelf  to  the  following  effe£t. 

"and  here,  I  mud  beg  leave,  gentlemen,  to 
*'  take  notice  of  a  method,  made  ufe  of  by  fome 
"  of  the  faculty,  to  afcertain,  whether  an  infant 
"  is  born  alive  or  dead ;  which  is,  by  opening 
"  the  thorax  of  the  fufpected  infant,  taking  out 
"the  lungs,  and  calling  them  into  water;  if 
«'  they  fink,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  fact,  that  the 
44  child  was  ftill-born  ;  but,  if  they  fvvim,  then, 
44  without  all  doubt,  the  child  was  born  alive. 
44  The  truth  of  this  experience,  is  founded  on 
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thefe  reafons:  all  creatures,  which  come  into 
the  world  alive,  mud  breathe ;  which  breath, 
being  received  into  the  lungs,  muft  neceflarily 
inflate  and  puff  them  up :  and  tho'  in  death, 
it  in  a  great  meafure  expires,  yet  there  ftill  re- 
mains as  much  air  in  the  veftcula,  as  to  make 
them  buoyant  in  water :  on  the  contrary,  when 
ftill-born,  as  it  is  impoffible,  in  that  ftate,  lot 
the  lungs  to  receive  air,  they  muft,  confe- 
quently,  fubfide  and  fink :  now  this  manner  of 
reafoning,  however  fpecious  it  may  appear ;  or, 
whatever  authority  it  may  be  fupported  by,  is 
not  ftri&ly  true,  as  I,  myfelf,  can  affirm;  ha- 
ving, in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  had  an 
opportunity  of  trying  the  foregoing  experi- 
ments upon  two  different  births ;  the  one  was 
born  alive,  but  died  foon  after;  the  other 
dead ;  when  behold !  the  lungs  of  the  former 
funk ;  and  thofe  of  the  other,  to  our  great 
aftonifhment,  fwam  !  thefe,  together  with  many 
1  other  experiments,  I  have  fince  made  upon  the 

•  lungs  of  different  animals,  convince  me,  there  is 

•  no  dependence,  upon  what  dr.  Gibson  looked 
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"  upon  as  infallible  ;  for,  although  it  may,  fome- 
"  times,  prove  true:  upon  the  whole,  it  fhould 
*'  be  regarded  no  otherwife,  than  as  a  very  uri- 
"  certain  and  precarious  proof  of  the  facl  in 
"  queflion.  I  make  bold,  therefore,  to  recom- 
"  mend  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  hear  me  (as  a 
"  thing  of  the  utmofl  Confequence)  to  take  every 
ff  opportunity  to  explode  fuch  a  notion  out  of  our 
practice :  and,  to  be  particularly  careful,  to 
*'  caution  our  pupils  againfl  giving  j  udgment  in 
"  fuch  cafes;  fince,  it  may  come  to  pafs,  that, 
"  on  fuch  judgment,  may  depend  the  lives 
«'  of  many  poor  unhappy  women.1' 

the  celebrated  de  haen,  in  a  chapter  on  this 
very  fubjecl:,  De  Pulmone  innatante  aut  JubfidmU 
in  aqua,  has  very  juflly  exploded  the  erroneous 
opinion,  that  has  hitherto  been  but  too  com- 
monly entertained,  concerning  this  matter.  Sec 
his  Ratio  Medendi,  torn.  i.  p.  114. 


CASE 


C    'Si  ] 


CASE     XL  VIII. 

In  the  morning  of  October  4,  1766.  I  was 
fent  for  to  a  young  woman,  who  had  been 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,   for  the  fpace  of 
three  whole  days  and  nights,  and  was  attended 
by  a  midwife :  upon  examining,  I  found  the 
foft  parts  thoroughly  dilated,  and  the  vertex, 
which  was  eaGly  diftinguifhable  by  the  Jutura 
lambdoidalis  presenting  to  the  05  externum,  and  the 
chin  a  little  below  the  great  angle  of  the  Jacrum ; 
a  fituation,  ever  fortunately  adapted  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  forceps,  fhould  the  contractile 
force  of  the  uterus  be  found  inefficient  to  expel 
the  head,  or  the  woman  be  in  any  danger,  which 
was  eventually  the  cafe  before  me  ;  for,  after 
waiting  three  hours,  and  perceiving  the  patient's 
ftrength,  which  had  been  exhauftcd  by  the  num- 
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berlefs  pains  flic  had  endured,  from  the  fir  A.  of 
her  labour,  to  decline,  and  feeing  no  profpeel  of 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  delay ;  having  fuft 
advifed  an  emollient  clyfler  to  empty  the  intef- 
tines,  I  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  flrait  fhort 
forceps  ;  but  was  foiled  in  my  operation  by  the 
length  of  the  head,  which  was  longer  than  the 
clams  of  the  inflrument:  I,  therefore,  found 
niyfelf  obliged  to  withdraw  it,  and  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  long  curved  forceps ;  which,  ha- 
ving fixt,  it  was  my  principal  care  to  fupport  the 
perinaum,  and  in  the  mo  ft  deliberate  manner,  ef- 
fect the  extraction  of  the  head;  ufing  the  utmoft 
caution  to  incline  the  handles  of  thefe  forceps,  as 
much  poderiorly  as  poflible  ;  a  rule,  never  to  be 
forgotten  in  their  application,  left,  by  the  extra- 
ordinary length  of  their  points,  much  damage  be 
fuflained  by  the  Jacrum  :  thus  I  delivered  the 
head,  preferved  the  perinaum  and  Jacrum,  and 
conducted  the  reft  of  the  deiiverv,  as  is  ufual  in 
a  natural  labour.  The  child  was  born  alive, 
and  not  the  leaft  mark  of  the  forceps  was  to  be 
perceived  on  the  head ;   but,  the  mother,  by 
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cdtchiug  cold,  was  feized  on  the  third  day  after 
her  delivery,  with  a  violent  and  exceeding  ftrong 
fhivering  fit,  fucceeded  by  a  fever;  the  pulfe 
wis  quick  and  lull;  the  fkin  very  hot  and  dry ; 
fhe    had    an   infatiable  third;   complained  of 
weight  and  uneafinefs  in  the  belly,  and  exquifite 
tendernefs  over  the  whole  hypogaftric  region ; 
the  breads  were  flaccid,  and  there  was  a  total 
fupprefllon  of  the   lochia.    I  took  away  eight 
ounces  of  blood,  and  afterwards  gave  her  a  lax- 
ative draught  of  ol.  ricini,  magjiefia  and  manna, 
diflblved  in  aq.  hyjfopii,  which  gently  operated  by 
ftool;  and,  for  fome  hours  after,  fhe  appeared 
much  relieved;  but  foon  afterwards  rclapfed,  and 
complained  of  great  thirft  and  heat,  with  pain  and 
tenfion  in  her  belly:  I  now  adminiftered  the 
tartar  emetic  in  fmall  dofes :  recommended  di- 
luting liquors;  and  bladders,  half  filled  with 
warm  water,  wrapped  in  flannels,  were  applied 
to  the  abdomen  and  foles  of  her  feet ;  but  to  no 
effect;  for,  fhe  had  now,  a  wild,  difhefled,  ea- 
ger countenance;  a  tremulous  finking  pulfe;  a 
univcrfal  tremor  of  the  whole  body;  a  fixed 
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crimfon  appeared  on  her  cheeks ;  her  Hps  were 
livid ;  the  noflrils  emitted  an  ichorous  fetid  dif- 
charge:  appeared  tenfe  and  expanded;  fhe  be- 
came delirious ;  was  convulfed ;  had  cold  fweats 
and  the  hiccup:  and,  notwithstanding  every  care 
and  attention,  died  on  the  fifth  day  from  the  firft 
attack,  and  the  eighth  from  delivery:  this  cafe 
foon  after  it  happened,  was  communicated  to 
dr.  Mackenzie,  who,  in  his  anfwer  to  my  letter, 
approved  of  the  application'  of  the  long  curved 
forceps,  as  the  ftrait  fhort  ones  were  found  un- 
equal to  the  bufinefs;  cautions  againft  the 
hafly  ufe  of  them,  confines  it  to  the  head,  when 
low  advanced  in  the  pelvh  ;  and  gives  an  in- 
flance,  of  a  woman,  who  he  was  informed,  by 
receiving  a  blow,  fell  into  labour,  and  continued 
fo  for  two  days  and  nights,  and  then  died ;  from 
which  he  infers,  that,  as  the  head  was  low  down 
in  the  pelvis,  it  was  an  unpardonable  omiffion, 
not  to  have  tried  the  forceps ;  as,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  life  of  the  woman  might,  by  that  means, 
have  been  preferved:  the  forceps,  he  adds,  is 
always  preferable  to  the  fillet,  and  generally  fuc- 
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ceeds  beft,  after  the  woman  has  had  one  child  ; 
the  death  of  the  woman  he  attributes  to  the  lochial 
fever;  which,  there  is  every  probability  to  fup- 
pofe,  was  the  immediate  effect  of  an  obftrufied 
perfpiration  from  her  taking  cold.    As  it  is  my 
general  method,  to  venture  upon  the  ufe  of  fome 
laxative  medicine,  on  the  fecond  or  third  day,  at 
fartheft,  after  the  delivery;  particularly,  where 
the  habit  is  ftrong,  and  the  child  is  not  intended 
to  fuck  the  mother;  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
quoting  the  approbation  of  dr.  leake,  for  this 
practice ;  and  give  it  in  his  own  words,  as  fol- 
low— "  Some,  he  fays,  arc  fo  timorous,  that 
they  will  not  venture  to  give  laxatives,  Vt\\  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  delivery,  left  they 
fhould  check  the  lochial  difcharge,  or  bring  on  a 
dangerous  purging ;  but  thefe,  he  affirms,  to  be 
unneceffary  cautions,  as  he  never  knew  the  lochia 
interrupted,  nor  any  diarrhoea  brought  on  by 
their  feafonable  and  proper  ufe;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  laft  will  often  fuddenly  happen, 
•when  the  body  is  fuffered  to  remain  too  long  cof- 
t:.ve,  in  confequence  of  the  intcftines  being  over 
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diftcnded  wuh  the  indurated  faeces,  which  create 
pain,  and  flimulatc  them  to  expel  their  contents : 
and,  he  further  adds,  that  the  more  the  body  is 
kept  cool  and  temperate  by  a  folutive  regimen, 
the  better  chance  the  patient  will  have  to  avoid  a 
fever,  and  the  more  regularly  will  all  the  natural 
fecretions  and  excretions  be  carried  off." 

it  is  to,  be  obferved,  that  the  milk  in  this  pa- 
tient, went  totally  off  on  the  third  day  after  fhe 
was  attacked,  and  never  appeared  afterwards.  In 
cafes  of  recovery  from  the  puerperal  fever,  the 
milk  which  difappeared  at  the  beginning  of  the 
diforder,  ufually  returns  again  ;  by  which  means, 
the  patient  is  much  relieved. 
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CASE  XLIX, 

The  eighth  of  October,  1766.  I  was  called 
co   attend  a  woman,   whofe  child's  head  had 
been   delivered   two.  hours,  without  the  mid-, 
wife's    being    able   to  deliver  the  fhoulders : 
in  which  fituation,    at    my  arrival,    I  found 
both  mother  and  child ;  and  underfiood,  that  for 
fome  days  before,  fcetid  waters  had  been  dik 
charged  from  the  vagina,  and  the  labour  had 
been  very  flow  and  lingering  till  the  very  laft, 
when  the  head  was  pufhed  forward  by  ftrong 
pains,  and  there  remained;  notwithftanding  the 
efforts  of  the  woman  had  ftill  continued  to  force 
with  fome  violence,  but  were  now  became  lan- 
guid, and  the  woman  was  faint  and  much  deje&ed; 
the  pericranium  peeled  off  to  the  touchy  and  the 
head  was  in  fo  putrified  a  flate,  as  to  fmell  very 
offenfively  ;  in  order  to  extricate  tfie  {houlders.^ 
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I  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  finger  on  each  fide 
of  them,  as  far  as  the  axilla;  which,  after  fome 
difficulty,  was  effefled,  but,  to  no  purpofe;  for  the 
fhoulders  continued  immoveable,  notwithflanding 
the  moll  violent  and  extraordinary  pains,  and,  in 
vain  were  my  efforts  to  bring  them  forward,  till  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  blunt  hook;  by  the  affiftance 
of  which,  they  were  alternately  brought  down,  and 
delivered:  the  hips  made  fome  refinance,  and  the 
placenta,  which  foon  after  came  away,  was  exceed- 
ing large;  being,  in  diameter,  almoft  eight  inches, 
and  two  inches  thick;  befides  which,  between 
the  ramifications  of  its  velfels,  it  was,  in  fome 
parts,  cornuous;  and,  in  others,  perfectly  carti- 
laginous ;    which    extraordinary  conformation 
might,  probably,  in  fome  meafure,  obft.ru£l  the 
vital  circulation  of  the  fatus,  and  occafion  its 
death :  the  head  of  this  child,  although  enlarged 
by   putrefaction,   was    not  of  an  uncommon 
fize ;  but,  the  breadth  of  its  body,  at  the  fhoul- 
ders, from  whence  proceeded  the  principal  diffi- 
culty, was  nearly  eight  inches,  and  a  quarter; 
and,  at  the  breech,  it  meafured  between  feven 

and 


C  *s9  3 

and  eight  inches.  The  woman  was  eafy  after 
delivery,  refted  well  at  night,  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  month,  was  perfectly  recovered ;  fhe  had, 
before,  borne  two  children,  which  were  both  very 
large  and  healthy.  To  account  for  the  puffibility 
of  the  ffjoulders  of  this  width,  being  delivered  as 
they  were ;  it  may  be  neceffary  to  confider,  the 
great  compreffion,  which  they  are  capable  of  fuf- 
taining,  by  which  means  their  pafTage  is  facili- 
tated.— mauriceau  has  a  moft  remarkable,  and 
extraordinary  cafe  of  this  kind,  which  happened 
to  him  whilft  he  pracYifed  midwifery  in  the  Ho- 
tel de  Dieu,  in  the  year  1660.  Vide  lib.  ii.  p. 
198. — giffard,  in  cafe  150.  relates  the  very- 
great  difficulty,  which  occurred  to  him  from  the 
largenefs  of  the  fhoulders,  after  the  head  had 
been  brought  forward,  and  delivered  by  means  of 
his  extraclor:  the  child,  he  fays,  was  born  alive ; 
but,  about  two  hours  after,  was  feized  with  a 
convulfion  fit,  in  which  it  died:  and,  cafe  183. 
of  the  fame  author,  contains  the  relation  of  a 
fimilar  difficulty,  in  which  the  child  was  born  alive, 
and  did  well.  —  la  mottf.  fpeaks  of  a  delivery 
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of  this  kind,  as  one  of  the  moft  difficult  which 
can  poflibly  happen  ;  and  gives  a  camion  againft 
too  much  force  being  made  ufe  of,  for  fear  of 
feparating  the  head  from  the  body ;  as  happened 
in  the  cafe  above  quoted  from  maurjceau.  Vide 
la  motte,  obf.   122.  3 1 4.  8c  516.    and,  dr. 
burton,  obf.   8.  who  alio  obferves,   that  the 
head,  taking  it  from  the  os  frontis  to  the  occiput^ 
is  bigger,  in  general,  than  the  fhoulders ;  from 
which,  he  infers,  that  the  dilatation  made  by  the 
head,  will  more  than  fuffice  to  give;  a  paffage  to 
the  fhoulders  :  which,  from  their  pliable  texture, 
he  adds,  will  readily  fhape  themfelves  to  that 
cylindrical  cavity,  the  hue  pelvis:  and  herein, 
our  author  argues  mechanically  right,  fo  far  as 
regards  a  juft  and  happy  proportion  of  the  foetus 
and  pelvis;  but,  when  the  dimenfions  of  the 
fhoulders  exceed  thofe  of  the  head ;  as,  in  the 
cafe  wherein  I  was  engaged,  it  will  be  readily 
granted,  that  the  dilatation  occaGoned  by  the 
delivery  of  the  head,  will  have  little  or  no  effecT; 
in  facilitating  the  paffage  of  the  (boulders ;  which, 
muft  neceffarily  become  the  work  of  either  the 
fingers  or  blunt  hook.  CA&£ 
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CASE  L. 

'  JL      E  following  cafe  occurred  to  me  the  226. 
of  November,  1 7 66.    A  young  woman,  in  the 
workhoufe  of  east  peckham,  in  this  county, 
had  been  in   flrong  labour  for  four  days  and 
nights;  the  waters  were  evacuated  in  the  morning 
of  the  fecond  dav:  a  midwife  was  in  waiting 
from  the  beginning;  and  finding,  as  fhe  expreffed 
it,  that  the  child  came  wrong,  had  frequently  en- 
deavoured to  turn,  and  deliver  it;  tho',  I  could 
not  learn,  that  her  knowledge  of  its  fituation, 
entitled  her  to  any  fuch  hope  or  expectation  ;  at 
length3  the  pains  had  entirely  ceafed,  the  poor 
woman's  flrengch  was  exhaufled,  and  fhe  was 
become  fo  very  low  and  weak,  as  to  make  the 
danger  of  her  cafe  obvious  to  everyone  prefect:. 
in  fhis  critical  fituation  of  things,  a  mefTage  was 

di  (patched 


[    292  I 

difpatched  for  me ;  but,  a  few  minutes  before 
my  arrival,  I  was  informed,  that  the  patient  had 
been  leized  with  floodings  and  convulGons,  and 
before  I  could  well  reach  the  chamber,  fhe  ex- 
pired ;  I  immediately  examined,  and  found  the 
child  lying  tranfverfely,  and  prefenting  with  the 
thorax.  The  probability  of  the  child's  being 
flill  alive,  and  all  refiftance  of  the  parts  being 
over,  by  the  death  of  its  mother,  I  intro- 
duced my  hand  into  the  uterus,  in  fearch  of 
the  feet,  which  I  foon  obtained,  and  delivered 
the  child  with  no  great  difficulty ;  it  appeared 
very  livid,  made  a  faint  noife,  gave  one  gafp, 
and  died  in  about  a  minute  after  its  birth.  It 
gave  me  the  moll  fenfible  pain,  to  refleel  on  the 
great  n.eglecl,  of  not  employing  proper  manual 
affiflance,  in  due  time;  as  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  had  that  been  the  cafe,  both  mother  and  child 
might  have  been  laved :  for  it  is  to  be  remember- 
ed,that,  in  alltranfverfepofitions  of  the  fcclus,  it  is 
impoffible,  that  it  Ihould  receive  any  favourable 
advantage  from  the  force  of  the  pain;  and, 
without  neceffaiy  affiflance,  both  parent  and 

child 
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child  muft  unfortunately  perifh.    It  is  much  tb 
be  lamented,  that  the  management  of  fuch  im- 
portant labours,  flaould  often  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  uninftructed  and  perverfe  female  practi- 
tioner; by  which  means,  the  mofl  defirable  op- 
portunity of  relief  and  afMance,  is  for  ever  fa- 
tally loft ;  and,  if  not,  perhaps,  when  the  ac- 
coucheur arrives,  he  finds  the  waters  have  been 
too  long  evacuated ;  by  which  means,  the  uterus 
is  flrongly  contracted,   and    the  operation  of 
turning  thereby  become  a  talk  of  much  diffi- 
culty to  himfelf,  and  more  perilous  to  his  pati- 
ent, than  if  he  had  been  called  fooner:  it  mull 
be  allowed,  that  the  method  of  delivering  by  the 
feet,  is  the  firft  of  all  modern  improvements  in 
the  art  of  midwifery,  and  to  which  we  owe  the 
prefervation  of  many  lives ;  which,  by  the  an- 
cient practice  of  bringing  the  head  to  a  natural 
prefentation,  mull  often  have  been  inevitably  loft. 
The  neceffity  of  giving  the  child  a  chance  for  life, 
whenever  called  upon  in  fuch  a  deplorable  cafe, 
as  I  have  above  defcribed,  by  a  fpeedy  delive- 
ry, is  felf-evident;  as  children  have  been  often 

known 
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known  to  furvivfi  in  utero  for  fome  time  after 
the  death  of  the  mother:  and,  infupport  of  this 
argument,  I  fhall  felc£l  the  following  obferva- 
tions  and  facls,  from  many  others,  which  may 
be  found  in  authors  of  equal  refpeft  and  au- 
thenticity;  and,  which  may  be  alfo  proved  from 
the  operation  of  the  Cafarian  feclion,  fome  time 
after  the  death  of  the  mother;   and  children 
have  been  taken  out  alive,  who  have  long  fur- 
vived. — mackiceau,  obf.  315.  faw  a  live  child 
taken  out  of  its  dead  mother,  a  fortnight  before 
the  end  of  her  reckoning.  —  schenkius,  Obf. 
Med.  lib.  iv.  de  Partu,  obf.  14.  relates  the  cafe 
of  a  woman,  who  died  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  at  three  0'  clock  next  morning, 
the  by-ffanders  heard  a  great  crack,  when  a  child 
was  bom  dead:  he  alfo  adds,  that  it  had  two 
fore  teeth.  —  harvey  de  Gcneratione  Animal, 
mentions  a  child  being  born  fome  hours  after 
death.— ido  wolfius,  Obf.  Chirurg.  Medic,  lib. 
i.  obf.  4 1 .  gives  an  account  of  a  woman,  who 
died  in  labour,  in  july,  1667.  fix  hours  after 
whofe  death,  the  hufband  perceiving  a  motion  in 

the 
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the  abdomen,  called  others  to  fee  it,  and  would 
have  had  the  C<£jarian  operation  performed,  but 
was  hindered  by  them ;   however,  a  child  was 
brought  forth  dead,  eighteen  hours  after  the  wo- 
man's deceafe. — georgius   dethaldingius,  m. 
n.  c.  dec.  3.  ann.  7.  8c  8.  Appends  p.  77.  fpeaks 
of  an   healthy  child  that  was  born  half  art 
hour  after  the  woman's  deceafe. — ho  rati  us  au- 
gemus  de  Miff.  Sanguin.  lib.  5.  Epift.  2.  cap. 
11.  lib.  6.  cap.  15.  fol.  m.  184.  fays,  he  faw  a 
living  child  taken  out  of  its  dead  mother,  who 
died  of  an  ulcer  in  the  womb ;  flie  had  been 
twenty  days  without  meat  or  drink,  having  vo- 
mited up  every  thing  fhe  took  immediately. — Jo- 
hannes DOLiEus,  m.  n.  c.  dec.  li.  ann.  5.  obf. 
*  S  7 .  defcribes  the  cafe  of  a  woman,  eight  months 
gone  with  child,  who  died  of  a  fever  the  next  day  r 
and,  the  day  following,  the  by-ftanders  obferved 
the  child  to  move  for  twelve  hours  j  but,  as  there 
was  no  phyfician  or  furgeon  to  afTift,  it  was  left 
there :  the  fame  author  alfo  fays,  that  he  law 
another  child  move  in  the  belly  of  a  woman, 
who  died  the  day  before  of  an  apoplexy. — corn. 

stalpas  r 
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stalpast  vander  wiell,  Obf.  rar.  Centur. 
Poller.  Obf.  32  Schol.  p. 355.  and  petrus  stal- 
p art  Differt.  de  Foet.  Nutrit.  p.  45.  both  join 
in  the  following  wonderful  relation:  that  at  the 
fiege  of  bergen  op  zoom  (not  the  lafl)  a  fol- 
dier's  wife,  near  her  time,  was  getting  fome  wa- 
ter, and  was  cut  in  two  by  a  cannon  ball ;  info- 
much,  that  the  child,  in  its  membranes,  fell  into 
the  water;  where  it  continued  fome  time,  and 
then  was  found  by  a  foldier;  who,  obferving 
fomething  to  "move,  took  it  up :  the  child,  by 
order  of  the  Cordua,  was  taken  out  of  the  mem- 
branes, and  was  chriftened  albertus  ambro- 

SIUS,  EHREN  FR.  HAG  EN  DOM.  Hift.   Med.  Phyf. 

Cent.  3.  Hift.  13.  mentions  a  perfon,  who  died 
in  labour  on  January  12,  1683.  and  fome  hours 
after,  a  living  child  was  born,  and  was  baptized. 
veslingius,  Obf.  Anatom.  7.  fays,  a  woman 
died  on  the  6th  of  January,  1633.  of  an  epilep- 
fy;  and,  on  the  8th,  a  child  was  born: — harvey 
in  his  work  de  Generat.  Anim.  and  matthaeus 
in  his  Quaeft.  Medic.  4.  both  affirm  their  having 
feen  a  living  child,  that  was  born  fome  hours 

after 
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after  the  mothers  death :  the  former  of  the  lad 
mentioned  writers  aflerts,  that,  when  the  mother 
was  even  extinct,  and  almofl  ftiff  with  cold,  he 
had  often  found  the  umbilical  arteries  beating, 
and  the  fcctus  vigorous  and  Itrong:  he  alfo  denies 
the  anajlamojis  of  the  veffels  between  the  placenta 
and  uterus ;  in  which  opinion,  I  find  many  of 
our  modern  writers  accord:  and  dr.  burton, 
in  particular,  when  fpeaking  upon  this  topic, 
refers  to  many  of  the  above  authors,  and  alTerts, 
that,  as  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  both  in  the 
mother  and  child,  depends  upon  their  own  hearts 
and  veflels,  the  one  can  live,  though  the  other 
die:  in  proof  of  which  doctrine,  the  reader  is 
referred   to    his  book  of  midwifery,   p.  26. 
29.  8c  30.  —  Dr.  leake  is  very  curious  upon 
this  matter,  and  fays,  if  we  may  compare  vegeta- 
bles with  animals,  it  feems  moft  likely,  that  the 
child  in  the  womb  is,  at  firft,  nourifhed  by  the 
fame  abforbent  powers,  as  roots  in  the  earth;  or, 
like  parafile  plants,  which  draw  their  nourishment 
from  the  body  into  which  they  are  infeited,  ac- 
cording to  parsons's  analogy  between  the  pro- 
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pagation  of  animals  and  vegetables :  perhaps, 
continues  our  author,  it  may  alfo,be  a  probable 
conjecture,  that  the  uterine  vcllels,  which  enter 
the  cellular  fubftances  of  the  placenta,  may  there 
dcpofit  a  nutritious  lymph,  which  is  afterwards 
abforbed  by  the  extreme  branches  of  the  umbilical 
vein,  for  the  fervice  of  the  foetus :  from  this  rea- 
foning,  drawn  from  the  fhuclture  of  the  parts ;  a 
circumflance,  he  obfervcs,  which  has  often  ap- 
peared unaccountable,  becaufe  it  was  imper- 
fectly undcrflood,  will  become  more  obvious 
and  plain,  viz.  why  the  child  may  survive  in 
utero  for  a  conCdcrable  time,  and  without  being 
deprived  of  blood,  although  the  mother  is  al- 
moft  exhaufted,  and  brought  to  the  hour  of 
death,  by  a  profufe  difcharge  of  that  fluid;  for 
the  blood,  in  flooding  cafes,  is  immediately  dis- 
charged from  thoje  very  vejfels  which  fpring  from 
the  uterus,  and  enter  into  the  cellular  fubflance 
of  the  placenta,  and  not  from  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  funis  umbilicalis  ;  the  firjl  being 
parts  peculiar  to  the  uterus,  the  lafl  proper  to  the 
child :  our  author  further  remarks,  that  a  new- 
born 
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lorn  child  will  live,  for  many  hours  after  the 
birth,  without  nourifhment ;  for  it  then  exifls 
by  a  circulation  of  its  own,  and  being  replete 
with  blood  and  juices,  flands  in  no  immediate 
need  of  an  additional  fupply :  in  like  manner  it 
will  continue  alive  for  a  given  time  in  ulero,  when 
cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  mother  ; 
that  is,  after  an  entire  feparation  of  the  placenta  ; 
but,  although  it  there  receives  no  red  blood,  it . 
muft  neceffarily  languifh  and  die,  at  laft,  from 
the  want  of  lymph,  or,  that  nutritious  fome- 
thing,  which  is  effential  to  life;  like  a  tender 
plant,  which  cannot  long  fubfift  without  the  ufe 
of  water,  or  refrefhing  {flowers. — In  the  Mif- 
cell.  Natur,  curiof.  may  be  found  feveral  inftances 
of  women  dying  gravid,  who  were  afterwards  de- 
livered of  living  children,    horstius  likewife 
has  publifhed  a  hiflory  of  this  kind ;  and  Ray- 
naud, in  his  book  De  Oi  tu  Infantum  contra  Na- 
turam,  is  full  of  fuch  marvellous  ftories :  Hoff- 
man alfo  attempts  ferioufly  to  account  for  fuch 
extraordinary  births  by  the  expanfion  of  putrid 
air. 

B  b  2  CASE 
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T 

AN  FEBRUARY,  I773.   *   WaS    ^ent  ^0T  t0  a  Per" 

fon,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  who  had 
been  many  hours  in  flrong  labour,  having  had 
the  membranes  broke  in  the  beginning:  upon 
touching  her,  I  found  the  foft  parts  not  confi- 
derably  dilated;  but  by  feeling  the  lumbral 
fpine,  difcovered  that  the  child  was  tranfverfely 
fituated,  and  prefented  with  the  back ;  the  pain3, 
from  having  been  violent  and  fevere,  were  now 
become  weak  and  feeble,  and  the  woman  ap- 
peared very  low,  and  much  difheartened,  thro' 

the  perfualion  of  th^  child's  death;  which,  for 

*  V  * 

fome  time,  had  been  the  general  opinion  of  her 
attendants,  although  there  was  no  one  fymptom 
to  fupport  it.  The  patient  being  placed  in  a 
convenient  pofture,  I  paffed  my  hand,  well  lu- 
bricated, 


bricated,  along  the  facrum  of  the  child  round  the 
nates  to  the  pofterior  fide  of  the  thighs,  till  I 
reached  the  feet,  brought  them  down ;  and  the 
child  not  being  very  large,  finifhed  the  delivery, 
as  is  ufual  in  preternatural  prefentaiions :  the 
child,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  was  born  alive, 
and  no  uncommon  circamftance  attended  the  de- 
livery of  the  placenta  ;  the  recovery  of  this  patient 
was  as  remarkably  good,  as  her  cafe  had  proved 
preternaturally  bad ;  for,  on  the  eighth  day  after 
her  delivery,  fhe  was  able  to  carry  a  bafket  of 
butter,  on  horfeback,  to  a  market  fome  miles 
from  her  refidence :  it  is  fomething  extraordi- 
nary, that  this  woman  has  fince  had  two  chil- 
dren ;  one  of  which  offered  with  the  breech,  and 
was  delivered  by  the  natural  pains ;  and  the 
other,  with  the  knees,  which  required  the  affi fi- 
ance of  the  hand. — mauriceau  obferves,  that  if 
it  be  the  back  which  prefents,  it  is  impoffible 
the  child  fhould  be  born  in  that  pofture,  what 
pains  fo  ever  the  mother  endures ;  and  befides, 
the  child  having  the  body  folded  inwards,  and 
almoft  double,  its  bread  and  belly  are  fo  prefTect. 

B  b  3  together, 
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together,  that  it  ufually  wants  little  of  being 
fuffocated;  to  avoid  which,  he  recommends  it 
to  the  furgeon,  to  quickly  Aide  his  hand  along 
the  back  towards  the  inferior  parts,  until  he 
meets  the  feet,  and  to  bring  it  forth  the  fame 
way,  as  if  it  came  footling. — dionis,  fpeaking  of 
the  child  in  this  fituation,  fays,  each  effort  that 
the  mother  makes,  bends  it :  and  the  parts  con- 
tained in  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  are  fo  com- 
preiTed,  that,  if  the  child  remains  long  in  this 
ftate,  it  is  in  danger  of  being  fuffocated;  and 
directs  the  hand  of  the  furgeon  to  be  employed 
in  fearch  of  the  feet. — daventer,  p.  216.  ob- 
ferves,  it  is  not  forare  orfeldom,  that  infants  come 
with  their  back  forwards  into  the  paffage,  as  with 
the  belly;  for  a  prone  bending,  i.  e.  with  the 
face  downwards,  is  natural;  but  a  fupine,  i.  e. 
with  the  face  upwards,  is  troublefome  to  the  in- 
fant :  whence,  continues  our  author,  moft  infants 
offer  themfelves  bent,  more  or  lefs,  with  their 
face  downwards:  he  alfo  adds  many  ufeful  di- 
rections concerning  the  delivery  of  die  child, 
when  thus  fituated  j  to  which  the  reader  is  refer- 
red. 
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red. — Dr.  ould  defcvibes  a  child  thus  Gtuated,  to 
be  in  great  danger  of  fuffocation,'  |if  not  fpeedily 
brought  forth  ;  as  the  mother's  forcing  doubles  its 
belly,  bread  and  chin  together,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  it  cannot  poffibly  endure  it  long. — Dr. 
pugh  is  of  the  fame  opinion;  and  p.  105.  gives 
fome  ufeful  inftruclions  for  the  management  of 
the  child  in  its  delivery,  when  thus  circumflanced. 
giffard'  fpeaks  of  a  delivery,  where  the  child 
prefented  with  the  middle  of  the  back  :  the  wo- 
man was  in  labour,  he  tells  us,  of  a  pofthu- 
raous  child  ;  he  had  delivered  her  of  a  former 
child,  which  prefented  its  headfirft:  as  foon  as 
he  came,  he  paffed  two  fingers  into  the  vagina, 
but  could  not  feel  any  part  of  the  child  ;  from 
whence,  he  concluded,  it  muft  lie  in  a  wrong 
pofture  for  the  birth :  the  membranes  were  not 
broke,  and  the  os  internum  wide  enough  to  admit  his 
hand ;  whereupon  he  broke  the  membranes,  and 
difcovered  the  child  lying  acrofs  the  uterus,  with 
the  middle  of  the  back  towards  the  os  internum  ;  he 
firft  met  with  a  hand,  and  afterwards  with  a  leg 
and  foot,  which  he  drew  out ;  and  then,  repaffing 
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his  hand,  brought  down  the  other,  and  joining 
them  together,  took  hold  of  both,  wiih  a  foft 
cloth,  and  delivered  the  child  to  the  flioulders ; 
but  the  head  Aicking  between  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis,  to  enlarge  the  paflage,  he  firft  brought 
down  one  arm,  and  afterwards  the  oiher  ;  but 
did  not  deliver  the  head  without  much  difficulty  : 
he  was  apprehenfive  the  child  would  not  be  born 
alive:  but,  to  the  furprize  of  all  that  were  pre- 
fent,  it  was :  and  the  placenta  being  wholly  dif- 
engaged  from  the  uterus,  and,  in  part  protruding 
through  the  os  internum,  it  was  brought  away 
with  eafe:  he  remarks  the  advantage  of  being 
early  fent  for  before  the  membranes  break ; 
the  waters  pafs  off;  or,  the  womb  collapfes 
and  contracts  about  the  child:  and,  that  when 
the  contrary  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  the  great 
difficulty,  which  mull  confequently  accrue  to  the 
operator  ;  which,  in  many  cafes,  he  very  juflly 
attributes  to  the  ignorance,  or  felf-fufficiency 
of  the  midwife;  who,  either  not  knowing  .how 
to  behave  in  fuch  a  difficult  cafe;  or,  fearing 
fhe  might  fuffer  in  her  character,  fliould  Ihe  de- 
fire 


fire  aiTiftance,  puts  off  the  calling  in  of  a  man- 
midwife  to  the  laft  extremity;  fo,  that  thus  the 
mother  and  child  too  often  become  vidlims  to  her 
negligence  or  ignorance.— la  mqtte  fpeaking  of 
the  child's  prefenting  with  the  back  or  belly,  ob- 
ferves,  that  thefe  parts  are  not  flexible  enough  to 
prefent  in  fo  narrow  a  part,  as  the  entrance  of 
the  vagina,  without  the  fpine  of  the  back  break- 
ing; or,  without  the  ligaments  and  marrow  of 
the  fpine  being  fo  extended,  as  to  kill  the  child, 
if  it  prefents  with  the  back:  In  obf.  279.  he 
relates  a  cafe,  where  being  fent  for  to  a  woman, 
who  had  been  in  labour  for  feveral  days  together, 
and  whofe  waters  had  come  away  at  night,  without 
the  midwife  being  able  to  find  the  child:  he 
found  the  pains  much  abated  when  he  came,  and 
finding  that  the  child  prefented  with  the  back, 
conducted  his  hand  along  the  fpine  to  the  hinder 
part  of  the  head ;  but  that  not  being  what  he 
fought  after,  he  went  the  oppofite  way  ;  where 
he  found  the  buttocks,  the  thighs,  legs  and  feet  j 
which  lafl  he  joined  together,  and  effe&ed  the  de- 
livery in  lefs  than  four  minutes,  and  left  the  ao- 

thes 
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thcr  and  child  in  good  heakh.— Dr.  astruc,  in 
treating  of  labours,  in  which  the  child  prefents 
with  its  back,  imputes  this  bad  poflure  to  the 
child's  head,  which  in  turning  for  birth,  paffes 
beyond  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and,  by  that 
means,  the  back  places  itfelf  there  ;  or,  when  the 
child  has  not  turned  at  all,  but  falls  down  on  its 
back,  he  remarks,   the  great  importance  of  an 
early  knowledge,  that  the  child  is  thus  fituated : 
and  fays,  it  may  be  known  from  finding  nothing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  but  a  bag  full  of 
water,  in  which,  fometimes,  the  navel  firing  is 
felt:  and,  from  feeling  the  fpine  of  the  back,  by 
advancing  the  finger  forwards,  he  advifes  this 
bad  poflure  to  be  remedied  as  foon  as  poflible ; 
as  well,  becaufe  that  other  ways  the  womb,  in 
contraeling,  embraces  the  child  fo  clofely,  that 
it  cannot  be  turned,  as  from  the  fear  that  the 
child  fhould  be  loft,  through  the  compreffion  of 
its  head  and  breaft  in  this  pofition  j  fo,  that  as 
foon  as  it  is  certain  the  child  prefents  in  this 
•manner,  the  membranes  are  to  be  ruptured  ;  the 
waters  difcharged;  and  the  child  turned,  and  deli- 
vered 
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vered  by  the  feet :  after  fome  further  directions 
on  this  head,  he  recommends  the  practitioner  to 
be  attentive  to  three  effential  points;  lfl.  to  be 
affured,  before  he  haftens  the  delivery,  that  both 
feet  belongs  to  the  fame  child:  sdly.  to  turn 
the  child  with  its  face  downwards,  in  cafe  it  was 
otherwife  fituated:  and  laflly  ;  to  perform  thefe 
operations  within  the  membranes  of  the  child, 
which  ferve  for  to  defend  the  womb,  as  well  as 
to  facilitate  the  motion  of  the  child  from  their 
fmoothnefs  and  lubricity.  Vide  portal's  obf. 
6g.  8c  72.  Prefentations  of  this  kind  very  rarely 
occur;  and,  when  they  do,  it  is  next  to  impoffi- 
ble,  that  the  child  fhould  defcend  below  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis;  when  the  waters  are  not  evacuated, 
the  child,  in  general,  will  be  eafily  turned,  with 
much  lefs  difficulty,  in  this  pofture,  than  in 
many  other  preternatural  ones ;  but,  when  the 
waters  have  been  long  evacuated,  and  the  uterus 
is  contracted  about  the  child,  great  embarrafs- 
ments  mufl  neceffarily  enfue. — Dr.  burton  ad- 
vifes  the  operator,  when  the  middle  of  the  back 
prefents,  to  introduce  his  hand  acrofs  the  child, 

over 
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over  its  belly,  and,  by  taking  hold  of  the  farther 
knee,  to  turn  the  child  half  round,  as  it  were, 
upon  an  axis,  the  head  of  which  maybe  to  go  out 
at  the  head  and  anus ;  and  then  he  will  have  both 
legs  ready  to  take  hold  of,  and  bring  the  child 
away  :  he  alfo  advifes,  to  reach  the  farther  knee, 
to  avoid  either  diflocating  or  breaking  the  05  fe~ 
moris,  &c,  —  And  here  the  Doctor  might  have 
added,  a  caution  to  the  operator,  left,  in  cafe  of 
twins,  a  leg  of  each  child,  be  miflaken  for  the 
legs  of  one  :  and  farther  obferved,  that  the  force 
required  is  not  fo  great  here,  as  when  it  is  requi~ 
fite  to  turn  the  child  lengthways. 
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CASES  LII,  and  LIII. 

M  AURICEAU  has  publiflied inftances  of 
feveral  women,  who  took  therafelves  to  be  with 
child,  for  whole  years  together,  and  ftiir  ex- 
pected to  bring  forth.— And  dionis  fays,  he  has 
met  with  fome  women,  who  would  not  be  put 
out  of  that  conceit;  but  took  wind,  which  they 
felt  in  their  bellies,  for  the  ftirrings  of  a  child  : 
that,  he  has  feen  a  great  many  fuits  of  rich  bed 
cloaths  made  by  women,  who  earneftly  longed 
for  children,  and  therefore  would  not  fuffer  any 
one  to  tell  them,  they  were  not  with  child ;  but, 
at  laft,  vanifhed  in  fmoke :  the  fame  author  re- 
marks, that  thofe  women,  arc  mod  fubjecl:  to 
thefe  falfe  big  bellies,  from  the  thirty-fifth  to  the 
fortieth  year  of  their  age,  becaufe  they  then  be- 
gin to  have  their  courfes  irregularly,  and,  either 

the 
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the  too  great  quantity,  or,  the  badnefs  of  the 
blood,  is  the  reafon  of  this  diforder:  and,  if 
the  furgeon  will   take  the  trouble  to  put  the 
proper  qucftions,  he  will  readily  find,  that  the 
irregularity  of  the  menfes  is  the  principal  caufe 
of  it:  and  farther  afferts,  that  he  has  had  oppor- 
tunities to  obferve,  that  almofl:  all  thofe  women, 
who  fancied  themfelves  to  be  with  child,  but 
were  really  not  fo,  were  about  the  age  now  men- 
tioned ;  and,  as  proofs  to  corroborate  this  obfer- 
vation,  I  am  enabled,  from  my  own  practice,  to 
advance  two  remarkable  inflances  :  the  firft  of 
which,  was  a  fingle  woman,  who,  a  few  years 
before,  had  been  really  pregnant,  and  who,  at  the 
full  time  of  geflation,  was  delivered  of  a  child; 
fhc  was  now  arrived  at  her  thirty-fifth  year,  and, 
for  two  years  before,  the  menflrual  flux  had  been 
very  irregular,  and  having  totally  difappeared  for 
three  months  ;  fhe  concluded  herfelf  to  be  with 
child,  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opi- 
nion, by  not  only  the  fevere  ficknefs  and  loath- 
ing which  attended  her,  but,  by  the  tumefaction 
and  tcnfion  of  her  brcafls,  as  well  as  other  fymp- 
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toms,  which  ufualiy  attend  breeding;  (he  was 
inclined  to  a  full  fanguine  habit,  grew  vifi- 
bly  larger;  anJ,  about  the  time  when  her 
labour  was  expecled,  one  evening  in  august, 
176S.  foon  after  fhe  was  a-bed,  was  taken  with 
pains  in  her  back,  and  loins ;  which,  believing 
.  to  be  real  labour  pains,  a  midwife,  was  fent  for, 
who  gave  her  very  hearty  affurances  of  matters 
bting  quite  right,  and,  that  there  was  every  rea- 
fon  to  think  of  a  fafe  and  fpeedy  delivery  ;  but 
much  time  having  paffed  to  no  purpofe,  her 
judgment  become  a  little  fufpecled;  the  atten- 
dants began  to  be  clamorous  ;  and  it  was  con- 
cluded on,  by  the  woman's  relations,  that  I 
fhould  be  confulted:  accordingly  I  went  to  the 
houfe,  and  found  the  patient  hot,  refllefs,  uneafy, 
and  thirfly  ;  complaining  of  a  tenefmns,  and  great 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  pubes :  fhe  told  me, 
that  flic  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  being  pregnant; 
that  fhe  had  been  very  coflive  for  feveral  days 
pad ;  and,  that  her  pain  and  uneafinefs  was  ge- 
nerally mofl  violent  towards  the  evening,  and  in 
the  night;   and,  that  fhe  often  felt  the  child 

move : 
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move :  on  examination,  I  found  the  os  tinea  to 
be  very  fhort  and  fucculent,  but  clofe  flint  J 
and  therefore  pronounced  her  pains  to  be  of  the 
fpurious  kind,  took  away  eight  ounces  of  blood, 
and  ordered  her  an  emollient  clyfter  immediately  ; 
and,  in  the  evening,  upon  vifiting  her  again, 
found,  that  flie  was  cooler,  and  much  more  eafy, 
than  fhe  had  been :  in  which  flatc  fhe  continued 
two  days  and  nights  ;  but  on  the  third,  the  pains 
recurring  in  a  trifling  irregular  manner,  I  was 
defired  to  call  on  her  again;  which  I  did,  and 
Upon  very  accurately  examining  the  abdomen,  and 
not  finding  that  globular  hard  tumour  and  bulk, 
which  the  gravid  uterus,  towards  the  full  time  of 
gefiation  generally  forms;  no  mucus  defend- 
ing from  the  vagina  ;  and  the  pains  conflant,  and 
without  any  remifhon  ;  I  not  only  declared  it.to 
be  my  opinion,  that  fhe  was  not  in  labour,  but, 
that  I  entertained  doubts  of  her  being  at  all 
pregnant:  having  formed  this  prognojis  pretty 
freely,  another  practitioner  was  fent  for ;  and, 
after  the  mofl  exact  enquiry,  and  mature 
deliberation,  he  coincided  with  my  opinion ; 
which  eventually  proved  right.  The  wo- 
man, 
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man,  foon  afcer wards,  by  proper  medical  treat- 
ment, got  quite  well,  has  fince  enjoyed  a  good 
Hate  of  health,  and  the  menfes  have  never  once 
returned.   For  the  following  cafe,  I  am  indebted 
to  a  gentleman,  to  whom  I  owe  much  grateful 
acknowledgment,  for  his  candid  communications 
and  friendly  recommendation ;  particularly,  to 
this  patient,  who  was  in  the  forty-firft  year  of 
her  age,  and  had  been  married  fomething  more 
than  twelve  months ;  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  regu- 
lar difcharges  of  the  menjes,  without  the  leaft  in- 
terruption, till  about  the  fifth  month  after  her 
marriage,  when  fhe  attributed  the  caufe  of  their 
difappearance  to  her  being  in  a  pregnant  ftate ; 
in  which  belief,  fhe  made  the  ufuai  preparations: 
it  was  on  the  31ft  of  may,  1772,  that  I  firff, 
faw  her,  and,  at  that  time,  according  to  her  own 
calculation,  {he  was  near  the  end  of  the  fixth 
month ;  fhe  told  me  that  fhe  had  had  pains  in  her 
breads;  Gcknefs  of  a  morning;  averfions  to  par- 
ticular food:  and,  in  fact,  moft  diforders,  of  the 
firft  clafs,  which  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  preg- 
nancy ;  that,  fhe  gradually  became  more  and 
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more   bulky;    that  fhe  very  often  felt  forac- 
thing  flir :  and  the  like;  all  which  circumflances, 
firongly  confirmed  the  woman  in  her  opinion, 
and  might  well  have  deceived  a  perfon  of  more 
experience :  under  thefe  affumed  appearances  of 
gravidity,  fhe  went  011  till  the  ufual  time  of  gef- 
tation,  was  fo  much  exceeded,  as  to  make  her 
apprehend  the  confequences  to  be  dangerous: 
the  belly  fiill  continued  turgid  and  inflated  ;  but, 
on  examination,  was  not  fo  hard,  compact,  and 
round,  as  the  gravid  icterus  ufually  is ;  befides, 
the  os  tinea;  was  long,  dry,  and  clofe  fhut ;  and, 
there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fwel- 
ling  was  fallacious,  and  not  occafioned  by  preg- 
nancy :  upon  this  confideration,  with  the  advice  of 
a  phyfician,  who  made  not  the  leafl  doubt  of  the 
gravidity  being  fpurious,  fhe  was  enjoined  to  a 
proper  regimen,  advifed  to  exercife  on  horfeback, 
and  took  occasionally  a  proper  quantity  of  a  pur- 
ging ckcluary,  of  the  gentleft  kind,  to  keep  the 
bowels  laxative  :  in  a  few  weeks  after,  fhe  had  a 
copious  difcharge  of  grumous  fetid  blood  from 
the  vagina,  which  confined  her  fome  days  to  her 
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chamber;  fince  which  time,  by  proper  care  and  ma- 
nagement, flie  has  remained  in  pretty  good  health. 
— mauriceau  mentions  a  woman,  who,  after 
having  been  in  a  courfe  of  phyfic,  fix  or  feven 
whole  months,  for  the  dropfy,  was,  at  length, 
brought  to  bed  of  a  child :  and  recites  another 
cafe  of  a  woman,  who  never  had  a  child ;  tho' 
flic  fo  paffionately  defired  it,  as  to  be  at  the  point 
of  hoping  for  one  at  five  and  fifty  years  of  age  ; 
under  the  colour,  thatfhe  had  ftill  her  cOurfes,  and 
actually  made  preparation  accordingly:  find- 
ing herfelf  one  day  worfe  than  ufual,  fhe  fent 
for  her  midwife,  who  allured  her  it  was  her 
labour;  but,  the  next  day,  fhe  voided  only  a 
quantity  of  water  and  fome  wind,  and  her  ex- 
pectations vanifhed,—  A  gentleman,  of  my  very 
particular  acquaintance,  whofe  veracity  I  could 
depend  on,  related  the  cafe  of  a  ladv,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  dartford;  who,  at  the  age 
of  nine  and  thirty,  upon  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
menfes ;  and  fymptoms  of  breeding,  in  confe- 
quence  coming  on,  fancied  herfelf  with  child ; 
but  her  miflake  was  attended  with  bad  confe- 
C  c  2  '  qxiences^ 


[   S00  1 

quences,  as'  it  ended  in  a  fcirrhous  tumour  of 
the   uterus ;    for  which,   the    unhappy  patient 
fought  for  the  firfl:  advice  in  the  kingdom  ;  but 
all  endeavours  to  relieve  her  were  ineffectual,  and 
the  event  proved  fatal. — In  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Medical  Commentaries,  we  find  a  cafe  com- 
municated to  dr.  uuncan,  by  mr.  edward  John- 
stone, fludent  of  medicine,  at  Edinburgh  ;  the 
patient  was  a  large  made  corpulent  woman,  about 
forty  years  old,  and,  who  believed  herfelf  in  the 
fifth  or  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy  ;  fhe  was 
generally  difpofed  to  be  coftive,  and  moflly  fo 
when  pregnant.    Every  effort  of  art,  to  procure 
the  neceffary  evacuation,  proved  abortive;  and 
the  day  after  her  death,  upon  opening  the  body, 
the  obftruclion  which  had  occafioned  the  patient's 
illnefs  and  death,  was  difcovered  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  rcttum :  it  was  a  ft ridlure,  which  as 
completely  clofed  the  paffage  into  the  inferior 
part  of  the  re  Slum,  as  if  it  had  been  tied  by  a 
packthread :  a  kind  of  morbid  ligament,  formed 
in  the  reElum,  caufed  this  flri£lure.    For  the 
particular  treatment  of  this  extraordinary  cafe, 

and 
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and  "the  author's  remarks  thereon,  vide  page  30s. 
of  the  above  book.    In  all  the  cafes,  which  I 
have  hitherto  mentioned  of  fpuriotis  gravidity  ;  a 
total  obflrudlion  of  the  menfes,  has  been  found 
to  be  the  principle  index,  to  the  fallacious  fuppo- 
fitions  of  pregnancy.    But  dr.  burton,  in  his 
firft  obfervation,  has  given  the  cafe  of  a  married 
woman,  aged  thirty,  who  had  had  feverai  chil- 
dren, in  J  748  ;  and  began  to  have  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  being  pregnant,  except,  that  Jlie  had  her 
menfes  regularly ;  (after  having  flopped  the  two 
firft  months)   although  in   lcfs  quantity  than 
ufual:  in  this  way  fhe  continued  for  feven  or 
eight  months,  when  fhe  began  to  have  milk  in 
her  breads :  about  this  time,  he  fays,  fhe  began 
to  have  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  fometimes  par- 
tial, fometimes  total:  infomuch,  that  a  furgeoa 
was  fent  for,  who  drew  off  her  urine  with  a  ca- 
theter; at  length,  fhe  was  admitted  into  the 
county  hofpital  at  york,  and  had  her  urine 
drawn  off  regularly,  till,  by  proper  methods, 
fhe  was  able  to  make  water  without  the  affiftance 
of  the  catheter ;  during  her  refidence  here,  fhe 
C  c  3  feemed 


[   302  i 

feemed  to  advance  in  her  pregnancy,  her  breafU 
filled,  and  flie  had  her  menfes  as  before :  in 
which  way  fhe  continued  till  the  eleventh  month, 
according  to  her  own  reckoning.  The  cafe  be- 
ing curious  and  extraordinary,  our  author,  altho' 
he  had  then  refigned  his  place  as  one  of  the  phy- 
ficians  to  that  hofpital,  was  yet,  upon  this  un- 
common occafion,  called  in :  when  upon  examining, 
and  touching  the  patient,  he  could  not  poffibly 
reach  the  os  tinea ;  neither  could  he  find  any 
thing  of  the  uterus,  nor  feel  any  hardnefs  upon 
preffing  the  abdomen :  but  upon  repeating  his  fearch, 
he,  at  length,  found  a  large  tumour  adhering  to  the 
cs Jacrum.  The  woman  continued  in  this  condition 
about  a  month  longer,  and,  as  flic  had  then  a  paf- 
fage  for  her  urine,  was  difmiffed.  About  five  or 
fix  weeks  after,  the  fuppreffion  of  urine  return- 
ing, fhe  came  to  yoek,  and  had  it  extracled,  and 
then  went  home  again ;  where  fhe  continued 
longer,  with  the  .  fame  fymptoms ;  but  never 
had  a  child  fince,  and  died  foon  after. — Dr. 
leake,  when  fpeaking- of  the  ceffation  of  the 
menjes,    afferts,    that    more  women  die,  about 
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this  age,  than  at  any  other  period,  during  the 
years  of  maturity:  for,  as  many  conftitutional 
infirmities,   he  fays,  are  relieved  by  the  firft 
approach  of  the  mcnfes]  fo,  they  often  return 
at  the  ceffation  of  that  difcharge,  to  affift  the 
conftitution  during  the  critical  change,  which, 
then  happens ;  arid,  to  compenfate  for  the  want, 
of  that  long-accuftomed  difcharge,  bleeding,  once 
a  month,  with  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives,  are,  by 
the  Doctor,  particularly  recommended  ;  efp'ecially, 
in  flrong  habits,  where  there  feems  to  be  an  abun- 
dance of  blood:  the  patient  is  alfo  defired  to. 
leffen  the  ufual  quantity  of  animal  food,  and  to 
live  chiefly  on  vegetables,  fifh,  and  fpoon  meats  ; 
when,  the  patient,  however,  is  delicate,  fubject.  to 
a  female  weaknefs,  night  fweats,  flufhings  in  the 
face,  and  hectic  fever,  a  very  different  courle 
becomes  proper:  for  fuch  patients,  affes  milk, 
jellies,  and  raw  eggs,  are  recommended;  to- 
gether, with  a  moderate  ufe  of  old  london  porter, 
or  rhenish  wine ;  fhouldthe bleedingpiles appear, 
at  this  j  unclure,  ulcerous  fores  break  out  in  the 
lejs,  or  eruptions  on  the  fkin ;  the  firfl.  ought 
G  c  4  not 
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not  to  be  reftrained,  or  the  lafl  dried  up ;  for, 
thofe  difcharges,  under  fuch  circumftances,  are 
generally  critical ;  and  our  author  has  obferved, 
that,  where  they  were  fuddenly  fuppreffed,  an 
acute  rheumatifm,  hyfterics,  convulfions,  and 
even  death  itfelf,  have  often  been  the  confe- 
quence.  For  the  further  managment  of  patients, 
at  that  moft  important  period  in  the  life  of  fe- 
males, when  the  menfes  are  about  to  ceafe ;  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  letter  on  this  very  inte- 
refiing  fubje£t,  of  the  late  dr.  john  fothergill, 
and  inferted  under  the  17  th  article,  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries ; 
and  to  the  learned  m.  tissot's  Traitc  Jur  les  Ma~ 
ladies  des  Nerfs,  lately  publifhed. 
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CASE  LIV. 

I  WA  S  fent  for  in  the  morning  of  the  fitfl.  of 
November,  1768.  to  attend  a  woman,  well  ad- 
vanced in  life,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child:  I 
found  a  midwife  with  her,  who  had  been  in 
waiting  two  days  and  nights,  and  had  then  go&- 
her  in  one  of  the  moft  new  and  uncommon  po- 
fitions,  which,  I  believe,  ever  woman  was  placed; 
and,  which  fufficiently  ferved  to  fhew  the 
knowledge  of  the  female  practitioner:  her  breech 
being  elevated  upon  the  fide  of  the  bed,  which 
was  doubled  up  with  feveral  pillows,  to  raife  it; 
her  head  hung  down  behind,  and,  in  time  of 
a  pain,  was  fupported  by  *  two  women,  that  fat 
behind  her ;  one  of  whom,  by  the  midwife's  di- 
rections, clapped  a  handkerchief  over  her  mouth 
and  face,  with  intent,  as  I  underftood,  to  keep 
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in  her  breath,  and  prevent  her  crying  out ;  which 
the  midwife  obferved,  (he  had  done  fo  much 
already,  as  to  hurt  her  pains,  and  prevent 
their  being  of  that  ufe  to  her,  which  they  other- 
wife  would  have  been  ;  her  legs  were  widely  ex- 
panded, and  fupported  on  the  backs  of  two  chairs, 
between  which,  and  underneath  the  patient,  in  a 
low  chair,  was  placed  the  old  woman;  who,  at 
every  little  pain,  and  frequently  oftener,  had 
endeavoured  to  deliver  the  child;  which,  fhe 
faid,  had  been  as  near  coming  into  the 
world,  as  it  was  poffible,  for  feveral  hours  pafl: 
but,  in  fpite  of  her  having  made  all  the 
way  fhe  was  able,  fhe  could  get  it  to  come  no 
farther:  and,  that  fhe  had  fo  benumbed  her 
hands  and  fingers,  in  trying  to  open  the  womb, 
that  fhe  could  fcarcely  feel  them.  From  thefe 
fruitlefs  and  unneceflfary  endeavours,  and  other 
mifmanagement  of  the  labour,  I  concluded  it  to 
have  been  protracled,  and,  that  the  force  of  the 
natural  pains  had  been  interrupted  ;  for,  inflead 
of  waiting  with  patience,  comforting  the  woman, 
and  keeping  her  cool  and  eafy,  the  very  oppofite 

con  duel; 


[    S°7  J 

condu.fl  had  been  purfued :  I  did  not  immedi* 
ately  alter  the  pofition  of  the  woman,  but  exa- 
mined, during  a  pain,  and  found  a  great  drynefs 
and  conftriclion  of  the  vagina,  much  tendernefs 
of  the  parts,  the  anterior  part  of  the  uterus  pufh- 
ing  down  before  the  head  below  the  pubes,  and 
the  os  tinea  tilting  backwards  towards  the  Jacrum  \ 
(a  fituation,  in  which  I  have  always  found  it  very 
flow  of  dilatation,)  but  juft  fufficiently  open  to 
admit  the  tip  of  my  finger,  and  fo  prodigioufly 
tight,  that  it  felt  like  a  ring.  The  woman  had  had 
no  other  than  fmali  grinding  pains ;  and,  upon  en-> 
quiry,  I  found  no  ftool  for  feveral  days ;  the  pofture 
was  changed  to  "one  more  decent  and  proper ;  an 
emollient  clyfter  was  adminiftered  as  foon  as  it  - 
could  be  got  ready,  which  relieved  the  inteflines  of 
the  accumulated  faces  they  contained :  and,  as  the, 
fcooping,  by  being  ufed  with  too  much  force,  and 
continued  fo  long,  as  to  benumb  the  fingers,  had 
produced  a  great  deal  of  pain  and  inflammation, 
I   ordere4  an  emollient  cataplafm,  and  warm 
flupes,  to  the  external  parts :  and,  after  waiting 
feveral  houis,  and  perceiving  the  pains  weak, 

and 
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and  recurring  but  fcldom,  I  difmifled  the  grcatefl 
part  of  her  attendants ;  defired  (lie  might  be 
kept  flill  and  cool,  and,  that  the  poultice  and  warm 
flupes  might  be  renewed  every  fix  or  eight  hours ; 
I  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  retired  :  in  about  twelve 
hours  after  I  called  on  her  again  ;  found  fhe  had 
been  refrefhed  by  fleep  ;  that  her  pains  were  rather 
ltronger,  but  recurred  at  long  intervals  ;  the  os 
tinea  was  not  quite  fo  callous,  and  fpread  to  the 
breadth  of  a  {hilling ;  and,  that  the  fmoothbodyof 
the  membranes  was  eafily  to  be  felt  through  it :  upon 
which  I  renewed  my  former  directions,  gave  her  a 
fecond  opiate,  and  lefther,  till  I  received  a  call  about 
ten  hours  after,  to  come  to  her  affiflance  ;  which  I 
immediately  complied  with,  and  was  now  agreeably 
furpiized,  to  find  the  os  tinea  foft,  and  receding, 
on  all  fides ;  the  pains  flrong  and  thundring, 
and  the  vertex  as  low  down  as  the  os  externum ; 
the  membranes  foon  broke,  and  the  head,  which 
was  uncommonly  large,  was  delivered  with  the 
face  to  the  Jacrum,  without  injuring  the  four' 
chette  in  the  leafl;  the  child  was  alive,  and 

very 
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very  hearty;  the  mother  laboured  under  a  fup- 
prefHon  of  urine,  which  I  relieved  on  the  third 
day  after  delivery,  with  the  female  catheter ;  fhe 
had  othenvife  no  uncommon  fymptoms,  reco- 
vered, and  did  very  well.  As  there  was  no  bad 
fymptom  attending  this  labour,  there  could  not 
be  the  leaft  neceffity  for  opening  the  os  tinea  by 
force;  the  treatment  of  fuch  births,  demands  a 
judgment  and  deliberation,  much  beyond  that  of 
an  uninfi.ruct.ed  woman,  who  could  make  no  apo- 
logy, but  her  ignorance,  for  the  inflammation  and 
bad  fymptoms,  which  came  on :  it  is  plain,  the  os 
tinea,  though  flowly,  would  have  fpontaneoufly 
opened,  had  the  patient  been  properly  managed  ; 
it  is  undoubtedly,  to  be  opened  by  forcible  dila- 
ta.ion ;  but  where  the  delivery  promifes  to  be 
fafe,  though  tedious,  much  depends  on  the  pa- 
tience and  attention  of  the  practitioner,  left,  from 
premature  attempts  to  deliver,  hade  and  mifma- 
nagement,  debility  fhould  arife;  the  woman's 
ftrength  be  exhaufled,  and  the  confequence,  per- 
haps, prove  fatal  both  to  the  mother  and  child. 

IN 
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in  a  former  cafe,  I  have  fufficiently  con- 
demned ihe  unwarrantable  practice  of  fcooping; 
and  have  here  exhibited  a  frefh  inftance,  how- 
much  labour  may  be  retarded  by  its  ufc,  as  well 
as  the  moll  favourable  circumftances,  for  want  of 
regulations  and  fkill,  be  rendered  unprofitable, 
and  of  no  effect.  It  is  a  remark,  well  worthy  no- 
tice, that  the  prefaging  pains  are  fometimes  very 
long,  before  they  bring  on  the  thundring  ones, 
and  fhould  ever  be  attended  to,  with  the  moft 
indefatigable  patience.  This  cafe,  may  ferve  as 
a  leflbn  to  midwives  in  general,  not  to  be  cen- 
ftantly  teizing  and  harraffing  the  patient,  at  the 
approach  of  every  trifling  pain,  which  is  unne- 
ceffary,  and  often  fo  injurious,  as  to  bring  on 
forcnefs  and  inflammation  :  therefore,  the  lefs  the 
parts  are  handled,  the  better  ;  and,  when  there  is 
a  real  occafion  for  touching,  the  moft  gentle  care, 
tendernefs,  and  delicacy,  fhould  be  ufed; 
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CASES    LV.  and  LVL 

COMMUNICATED 
IN   A   LETTER   TO   THE  LATE 

DR.   COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

DEAR  SIR, 

"  DEC.  24,  I768. 

A 

"  iiBOU  r  feven  in  the  evening 
"  of  the  fecond  of  October  laft,  I  was  called  to 
"  a  young  woman,  who  had  been  married  but 
"  a  few  days  before,  and  was  unexpectedly 
"  taken  ill ;  I  found  her  kneeling  on  the 
44  ground,  with  her  head  in  a  chair,  and  complain- 
44  ing  of  very  great  pain,  which  abating,  I  en- 
44  quired  of  her  the  caufe  of  her  complaint :  to 
*  which,  I  received  for  anfwer,  that  fhe  could  not 

«  tell 


[    3i2  ] 

"  tell  what  was  the  matter  with  her ;  but,  that  fhe 
"  had  been  in  as  bad  pain,  at  times,  for  three  or  four 
tl  days  and  nights  part,  and  had  never  been  able 
*'  to  get  any  fleep  for  it :  I  advifed  her  to  go  to  bed, 
"  which  fiie  complied  with  ;  and  then  permitting 
"  me  to  touch  her,  in  time  of  a  pain,  I  found 
14  the  os  tinea  open,  to  the  breadth  of  half  a 
**  crown ;  the  waters  pufhing  down  in  form  of  a 
"  gut;  and,  when  the  pain  receded,  the  head 
"  very  *  high  up,  and  retting  upon  the  brim  of 
"  the  pelvis :  foon  after  (he  was  in  bed,  her  pains 
"  became  very  ftrong,  and  almoft  continual ; 
"  and  the  membranes  breaking,  the  waters  were 
"  difcharged  in  large  quantities ;  the  head  came 
lower  down,  was  preffed  into  a  conical 
"  form,  and  the  bones  protiuded  over  one  ano- 
"  ther;  which  not  only  led  me  to  fufpetft  an 
**  ill-fhapen  pelvis,  but,  I  was  further  confirmed 
41  in  this  belief,  by  feeling  the  tuberofities  of  the 
"  °Jfa    ifchij  Projc&  t0°  near   t0  eacn  other  : 

*  When  the  woman  continues  in  labour  a  long  while, 
and  although  the  os  Wica  is  greatly  di  ated,  flill  the  head  of 
the  child  remains  very  high  up,  the  labour  generally  proves 
of  the  difficult  kind. 

"  the 
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*•  the  woman  was  of  a  finall  flze,  but,  in  no 
*'  refpecl,  exteriorly  diflorted  :  upon  mentioning 
"  my  difcovery  to  her  mother,  (he  attributed 
"  the  difficulties  to  an  injury,  which  fhe  had 
"  received  in  her  infancy,  from  the  kick  of  a 
"  horfe ;  notwithstanding  the  pains  continued 
"  pretty  ftrong,  the  head  did  not  advance  in  the 
"  leaft,  and  the  woman  being  much  fatigued  and 
*'  depreffed,  I  gave  her  an  opiate;  and  having 
"  had  no  flool  for  two  days  before,  caufed  an 
*'  emollient  clyfler  to  be  injected  to  empty  the 
*'  inteftines :  the  opiate  refhained  the  pains,  and 
•*  compofed  the  patient  for  many  hours,  when1  fhe 
"  awoke,  and  they  again  returned,  with  an  equal 
"  degree  of  ftrength  to  what  they  had  been  before; 
"  but  the  head  flill  continued  in  the  fame  fit  uation, 
*•  without  the  leaft  progreffion  whatever:  the  re - 
"  lations  of  the  woman  began  now  to  exprefs 
u  much  anxiety  on  her  account,  and  to  interro- 
"  gate  me  about  the  fafety  of  the  cafe:  I  allured 
"  them  that  it  would  be  attended  with  much 
"  danger  and  difficulty,  both  to  mother  and 
**  child,  and,  that  I  was  fearful  the  latter  could 

D  d  ['  not 
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not  be  born  alive.  Notwkhflanding  the  woman 
was  duly  fupported  with  nutrition,  the  pains, 
foon  after  this,  became  confiderably  leffened, 
extreme  weaknefs  almofi.  to  fainting  enfued, 
and  an  incipient  hepmorrhage  from  the  uterus 
came  on  :  in  this  pofition  of  affairs,  thinking 
it  both  difficult  and  dangerous  to  attempt  the 
turning  of  the  child,  and,  that  it  was  not  in  na- 
ture's power  to  accomplifh  her  own  work,  the 
pains  being  infufficient  to  pufh  the  head  for- 
wards; and  confidering  likewife,  that  its  pofition 
was  too  difadvantageous  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftrait 
forceps,  I  refolved,  at  once,  to  make  an  attempt 
with  the  long  curved  forceps;  fo  competent 
a  judge,  as  yourfelf,  of  fo  critical  a  fituation, 
1  as  that  to  which  I  was  now  expofed,  need  not 
'  be  told  the  anxious  feelings,  which  are  thereby 
created  in  the  mind  of  the  practitioner ;  the 
1  woman  had  a  fainting  fit,  and  as  the  fymptoms 
'  were  now  become  truly  alarming;  you  will,  I 
'  trufl  not,  in  the  leaft,  deem  me  rafh,  in  my 
'  rcfolution,  to  employ  inflruments :  the  proper 
'  pofition   for  introducing  them  being  made, 

"  with 
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"  with  much  difficulty  I  applied  one  blade  of 
"  the   laft   mentioned  inftrument,  and  found 
"  fo  much  more  in  the  application  of  the  fe* 
44  cond,  that  I  had  nearly  given  up  the  point, 
"and  withdrawn  them  both  ;  but  the  thoughts 
V  of  the  crotchet,  on  one  hand,  difmayed  me 
"  beyond  meafure  ;  and,  on  the  other,  excited  my 
*•  perfeverance,  till,  at  length,  I  accomplifhed  my 
"  defign,  and  obtained  firm  hold  of  the  head; 
*'  but,  I  muft  candidly  confefs,  it  was  done  with- 
"  out  knowing  its  exact  fituation;  the  fainting  fits 
41  became  frequent,  and  the  flooding  increafed; 
"  to  wait  for  pains  was  unnecelTary;  I  therefore 
41  made  ufe  of  fome  fmall  pulling  force,  and 
'•  finding  the  head  fomewhat  advance,  continued 
44  gently  pulling  in   a   waving   manner,  till, 
M  at  length,  the  vertex  was  fqueezed  down  to  the 
"  inferior  part  of  the  right  ifchium,  the  forehead 
"  being  towards  the  fuperior  part  of  the  left,  and 
"  rather  higher  on  that  fide  than  the  brim  of  the 
"pelvis;  difcovering  this  to  be  now  the  pofition 
44  of  the  head,  I  concluded  the  inftrument,  not  to 
44  be  fo  badly  fixed,  as  to  require  frefh  applica- 
*4  tion ;  therefore  proceeded  to  turn  the  forehead 
D  d  2  44  into 
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"  into  the  hollow  of  the  Jacrum,  wruch  difen- 
"  gaged  it  from  its  confinement  at  the  upper  part 
"  of  the  pelvis ;  and,  with  the  greateft  delibera- 
"  tion,  and  mod  careful  attention  to  the  peri- 
"  nceum,  delivered  the  head,  and  releafed  the 
"  forceps ;  the  fhoulders  gave  me  fome  trouble ; 
"  for,  although  I  had  brought  them  down  bc- 
"  low  the  ijchia,  they  were  hard  to  extract,  till, 
"  by  forcibly  palling  a  finger  over  one  of  them 
"  up  to  the  cubit  of  the  arm,  and  by  prefling  it 
"  towards  the  Jacrum,  it  was,  at  length,  brought 

V  down  with  an  half  round  turn;  and  the  red  of 
"  the  delivery  was  effected  without  any  particular 

V  trouble  ;  the  hamorrhege  abated  foon  after  the 
*'  delivery  of  the  placenta,  which  followed  the 
"  child  immediately  ;  fo,  that  it  may  rcafon- 
"  ably  be  fuppofed,  the  uterine  hemorrhage,  which 
"  came  on  before  the  delivery  was  attempted  by 
*'  the  forceps,  was  occafioned  by  the  total  fepara- 
n  tion  of  the  placenta  :  the  child  laid  fome 
"minutes  before  it  breathed;  foon  after  which, 
"  it  cry'd  faintly,  and  lived  in  a  Ianguifhing  con- 
"  dition,  till  the  morning  of  the  fixth  day,  and 

"  then 


[    3!7  ] 

14  then  died ;  the  forceps  had  left  marks  upon 
u  the  head,  and  appeared  to  have  been  fixed  in 
41  a  diagonal  direction,  pofteriorly  over  the  fore- 
4i  head,  and  anteriorly  over  the  occiput.  I  was 
"  fo  very  much  fatigued  with  the  troublefome 
"  circumftances  attending  this  cafe,  that  I  did 
14  not  recover  for  fome  time.  The  woman 
M  feemed  to  be  in  a  good  way,  though  rather 
"  weak,  for  feveral  days;  but,  from  a  violent 
"  agitation  of  mind,  on  the  feventh  day  after  her 
f  delivery,  fhe  was  thrown  into  a  diarrhoea,'  at- 
"  tended  with  a  fever,  which  proved  fatal.  This, 
H  I  dare  fay,  you  will  call  an  uncommonly  labo- 
*'  rious  birth,  and  one  of  the  moft  melancholy 
11  in  midwtfery;  in  the  management  of  it,  {hall 
t*  be  happy  to  meet  your  approbation,  or  know 
44  wherein  I  may  have  erred.— The  following  cafe, 
44  of  the  preternatural  kind,  though  not  without 
"  ks  particular  difficulties,  gave  me  lefs  fatigue 
4£  of  body,  and  anxiety  of  mind:  about  five  in 
"  the  morning,  of  the  third  of  this  month,  I 
H  was  fent  for  to  a  lady,  who  had  befpoke  my 
"  alMance ;  whom  I  found  very  full  of  pain,, 

D  d  3  «  which, 


[    3*8  ] 

"  which,  being  almofl  continual,  and  chiefly 
*•  confined  to  the  abdominal  mufcles,  made  me 
"  fufpecl:  to  be  of  the  fpurious  kind  ;  particu- 
44  larly,  when,  upon  examination,  no  defcending 
"  mucus  appeared ;  and  the  os  tinea  was  very  high 
f4  up,  fhort,  rather  fucculent,  but  clofe  fhut: 
44  the  pulfe  being  very  quick  and  full,  I  took 
44  away  a  few  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm ; 
44  and  as  fhe  complained  of  coflivenefs,  or- 
"  dered  an  emollient  clyfler  of  milk,  oil,  and 
44  brown  fugar ;  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fyrup 
4'  of  buckthorn,  to  be  given  immediately  after ; 
44  which,  as  foon  as  it  had  had  the  defired  effecl, 
41  I  adminifiered  an  opiate ;  and  after  affuring 
4'  her,  that  I  might  fafely  leave  her,  retired  i 
4t  upon  calling  on  her  in  the  morning,  I  learned, 
44  that  her  night  had  been  eafy  and  flill,  and  that 
44  fhe  was  much  better,  which  fhe  continued  to 
4i  be,  till  the  morning  of  the  15th  inftant;  when 
44  being  called  to  her  in  very  great  hafte,  I  found 
44  her  walking  about  the  chamber,  drefo'd,  and  at 
44  regular  intervals  refling  over  the  back  of  a  chair : 
41  in  time  of  a  pain,  in  this  fituation,  I  made  an 
44  examination,  and  found  tfie  waters  protruding 

"  in 


[   3»9  ] 

"  in  form  of  a  *  large  gut,  and  the  os  tincce  but 

"little   dilated:   on  the  recefs  of  the  pain,  I 

"  could  not  diftinguifh  any  particular  prefenta- 

"  tion  of  the  child,  and  from  thence  inferred, 

"  that  the  cafe  would  not  be  attended  with  the 

"  mofl  favourable  iffue ;  juft  at  this  juncture,  a 

°  mcflage  was  brought  me,   requiring  my  at- 

M  tendance  to  another  patient  in  labour,  at  no 

M  great  diftance  ;  having  obtained  leave  to  leave 

"  her,  I  dehrcd,  in  my  abfence,  that  fire  might 

"  be  got  to  bed,    kept  as  quiet    as  poffible, 

"  and  that  I  might  be  fent  for  again  as  foon  as 

"  the  waters  broke  :  foon  after  which  I  left  her, 

"  and  in  about  fix  hours,  having  delivered  the 

'*  perfon  I  went  to,  was  coming  back,  when  I 

"  met  a  meffenger,  fent  on  purpofe,   to  haften 

**  my  return ;  fhe  had  a  very  fmart  pain  foon 

**  after  my  entrance  into  the  chamber,  and  upon 

"  examining,  I  was  furprized  to  find  the  left  arm 

"  of  the  Jatus  in  the  vagina  :  the  parts,  however, 

"  being  fufficiently  dilated,  I  difclofed  as  much 

of  her  fituation  to  herfelf  and  attendants,  as 

*  A  circumftance,  from  which,  by  experience,  \  thinft» 
fonie  difficulty  in  the  hbour,  may  always  be  apprehended. 

P  d  4  was 
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"  was  right  and  prudent ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
"  the  expediency  of  turning  the  child,  to  deli, 
"  ver  it,  being  fortunately  well  conceived ;  I  was 
"  much  indebted  to  the  laudable  refolution,  and 
"  obliging  confidence,  of  my  patient;  who  rea- 
"  dily  fubmitting  to  a  convenient  pofition,  for 
"  that  purpofe,  I  gently  and  deliberately  intro- 
V  duced  my  fingers,  well  lubricated,  between  the 
"  pofterior  part  of  the  vagina,  and  the  prefenting 
"  arm,  into  the  uterus,  that  I  might  raife  the 
"  fhoulder,  and  introduce  my  hand,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  difcover  the  exa#;  fituation  of 
*'  the  child:  which  I  found  to  be  circular,  with. 
"  its  fore  parts  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  legs 
"  turned  up  to  its  face :  the  fhoulder  being 
"  raifed  up  to  the  head,  I  fecured  the  feet,  and 
"  brought  them  down  as  far  as  poflible ;  but  that 
*'  not  altering  the  pofition,  fo  advantageouily  as  I 
"  wifhed,  I  raifed  the  fhoulder  a  little  higher,  and 
"  was  then  able  to  pull  down  the  legs  alternately, 
♦«  and  bring  them  down  till  they  advanced  into  the 
*'  vagina,  juft  below  the  os externum:  as  it  was  not 
[f  eafy  to  bring  them  down  any  lower,  I  intro- 

"  duced 
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,;  duccd  the  noofe  of  a  garter,  and  flipping  it 
"  over  the  feet,  faflened  it  upon  both  the  ancles, 
44  and  then  by  pulling  down  the  legs,  at  the 
"  other  extremity  of  the  garter,  with  one  hand ; 
f*  whilft  the  fhoulder  and  head  were  pufhed  up 
"  with  the  other,  with  fome  difficulty  delivered 
"  to  the  fhoulders,  and  afterwards  brought  down 
41  the  arms,  by  paying  proper  attention  to  the 
**  method  of  introducing  a  finger,    and  giving 
44  each  a  half  round  turn:  the  head  was  very 
"  large,  and  fearful  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  force, 
"  as  might  endanger  a  diflocation  of  the  vertebra 
*'  colli,  I  alternately  pafled  up,  and  prefled  a 
"  finger  on  each  fide  of  the  nofe,  and  thus  fafely 
•'  delivered  the  child  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
"  difficulties  which  attended  the  whole  delivery, 
"  I  had  the  happinefs,  to  finifh  it,  without  the 
"  leafl  injury  to  parent  or  child,  who  both  reco- 
'*  vered,  and  did  well.     Your  anfwer  will  be 
"  efteemed  a  favour  j  and,  believe  me,  &c." 


CASE 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  AM  very  well  fatisfied  with  the 
method  you  have  followed,  in  the  two  cafes 
fent  me  ;  but  fliould  be  glad  to  know,  what 
hour  you  delivered  the  laborious  cafe  in,  and 
how  long  you  was  with  the  woman ;  other- 
wife,  the  cafe  is  incomplete.  In  the  arm  cafe, 
it  was  fortunate  that  your  attendance  was  fo 
early ;  great  inconveniencies  might  otherwife 
have  occurred  from  the  protruGon  of  the  arm 
through  the  vagina ;  the  long  evacuations  of 
the  waters,  See.  Do  you  recoiled,  whether 
the  head  was  to  the  fide  of  the  pelvis,  or  to  the 
pubes  ? 

u  I  am  very  Gncerely,  &c." 

TO 


[   323  ] 

to  which  I  replied,  "  That  the  time  of  my 
M  coming  to  the  patient  in  the  laborious  cafe,  was 
41  near  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  arid  (lie  was 
*'  not  delivered  till  after  feven  the  following 
"  night:  and,  in  the  arm  cafe,  that  I  recolle&ed, 
"  the  vertex  to  have  been  fituated  clofe  to  the  left 
"  os  ilium" 


the  reduction  of  the  arm,  when  it  happens 
that  the  child  is  fituated  in  a  longitudinal  direc- 
tion, with  the  head  over  the  pules,  and  the  feet  to 
the  fundus  uteri,  the  accoucheur  will  ever  find  a 
talk,  of  the  moil  arduous  kind,  which  preter- 
natural labours  can  poffibly  furnilh;  and,  parti- 
cularly fo,  fhould  he  be  fo  unlucky  as  to  be  called 
in,  when  the  evacuation  of  the  waters  is  not 
recent,  and  the  uterus  is  flrongly  contracted 
round  the  body  of  the  child:  fuch  an  unfortu- 
nate inftance  occurred  to  me  in  the  month  of 
February,  1 7 7 5.  the  particulars  of  which,  are 
comprized  in  the  following  cafe, 


CASE 
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CASE  LVII. 

I  WAS  fent  for  to  the  affiftance  of  a  woman, 
who  had,  been  in  labour  three  days,  and  as  many 
nights:  the  gentleman  who  attended  her,  after 
the  endeavours  of  a  midwife  had  proved  fruit- 
Jefs,  with  the  greateft  judgment  and  tendernefs, 
had  flrove  to  reduce  the  arm  by  railing  the  fhoul- 
der,  and  pufhing  up  the  fore  arm  at  the  elbow, 
but  his  attempts  had  proved  impracticable  ;  and 
being  unwilling  to  amputate  the  arm,  or  twift  it 
off  at  the  elbow,  although  the  fwelling,  coldnefs 
of  it,  and  want  of  pulfation  in  the  wrift,  might, 
in  fome  meafure,  have  induced  him  to  that  dis- 
agreeable undertaking;  fatigued  with  his  poft, 
and  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  after  proper  confu- 
tation,, it  became  my  part,  to  make  further  trial 

of, 
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of  delivery ;  the  pains  were  feldom,  and  very 
weak ;  though  the  arm  protruded  through  the 
vagina,  and  was  locked  in  the  pelvis,  I  conceived 
hopes  of  being  able  to  pafs  up  my  hand  between 
the  uterus  and  child,  fo  as  to  lift  up  the  head 
and  fhoulders,  and,  at  length,  bring  down  one 
or 'both  of  the  feet ;  to  effect  which,  I  had  the 
woman  fixed  on  her  knees  and  elbows,  but  found 
every  effort  impracticable  ;  if  I  raifed  the  fhoul- 
der  and  head  with  one  hand,  and  pufhed  up  the 
protruding  arm  with  the  other;  no  fooner  was 
it  in  a  txain  of  reduction,  than  I  was  obliged, 
from  the  flrong  contraction  of  the  uterus,  to 
withdraw  the  hand  with  which  I  had  made  the 
elevation,  and  of  courfe,  the  arm  defcended  into 
its  former  ftate  :  in  this  preffing  dilemma,  as  the 
difficulties  of  reducing  the  arm,  and  delivering 
the  child  by  the  feet,  were  thought  infurmount- 
able,  the  amputation  of  the  arm  appeared,  in 
our  judgment,  a  neceffary  and  indifpenfible  ex- 
pedient, for  the  prefervation  of  the  poor  woman's 
life;  whofe  friends  had,  from  the  firfr,  been 
prudently  apprized  of  her  danger:  but  whilft  we 

were 
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were  deliberating  upon  the  befl  mode  of  opera- 
tion in  this  affe&ing  bufinefs,  we  were  fuddenly 
alarmed,  by  an  account,  of  the  woman's  being 
feized  with  a  fit ;  which  we  found  to  be  the  cafe, 
attended  with  a  flooding:  the  matter  was  now 
become  more  complex  and  ferious,  than  before ; 
for  then,  by  delivering  the  child,  there  was  a 
probability  of  faving  the  woman;  but  now,  an  equal 
fhare  of  danger  attended  the  lives  of  them  both  ; 
the  patient  recovered  from  the  firft  fit,  and  recei- 
ved fome  nourifhment,  but  was,  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, attacked  with  a  fccond,  and  a  confidera- 
ble  increafe  of  the  flooding  enfued ;  the  womb 
being  now  no  longer  capable  of  refinance,  the 
pra&ice  before  tried,  of  raifing  the  head  and 
fhoulder,  was  eafily  effedled,  the  arm  reduced, 
the  legs  and  feet  found,  and,  by  our  joint  en- 
deavours, the  delivery  was  accompliflied ;  but, 
although  fome  faint  indications  of  life,  at  firft, 
appeared  in  the  child,  they  were  no  more  than 
the  tremulous  glimmerings  of  its  expiring  light, 
which  was,  by  far,  the  leaft  unhappy  part  of 
this  melancholy  cafe;  for,  notwithflanding  the 

extrac- 
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extraction  of  the  placenta  was  eafy  and  expedi- 
tious, and  the  flooding  thereby  much  prevented; 
yet,  from  fome  fatal  caufe,  not  eafily  to  be  invefti- 
gated,  the  woman  went  out  of  one  fit  into  ano- 
ther, till  death  clofed  the  tragic  fcene,  in  lefs 
than  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  her  unfortunate 
babe.  —  dionis  fays,  of  all  labours,  that  in 
which  the  child  prefents  with  one  arm  only, 
gives  the  furgeon  the  greateft  trouble ;  for  lying 
crofs  ways  in  the  womb,  it  is  impofiible  for  him 
to  bring  it  away,  without  turning  it ;  which,  he 
thinks,  ought  ever  to  be  done,  in  preference  to 
the  practice,  which  fome  advife,  of  delivering  the 
child  by  the  head ;  which,  whenever  he  has  at- 
tempted to  do,  the  confequence  was  always  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  difappointment :  he 
condemns  the  folly  of  putting  the  child's  hand 
in  cold  water,  or  rubbing  it  with  ice,  upon  the 
abfurd  fuppoGtion,  that,  if  it  is  alive,  it  will, 
by  fo  doing,  prefently  draw  it  in ;  which,  he 
rightly  obferves,  is  impoffible,  if  it  would,  as  the 
weight  of  the  body  effectually  oppofes  it :  he 
quotes  Ambrose  parrey's  method  of  taking  ofF 

the 
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the  arm  as  high  as  poflible,  if  we  are  fure  the 
child  is  dead ;  but  concludes,  that  the  difficulty  of 
fuch  an  operation,  and  the  horror  which  attends 
it,  ought  utterly  to  forbid  the  performance  of  it. 
mauriceau,  he  fays,  thinks  it  better  to  twill  it 
two  or  three  times  round,  to  feperate  the  fhouldcr 
from  the  blade,  and  afterwards  to  cut  the  flcfh ; 
for  then  there  will  be  iio  danger  of  hurting  the 
womb,  by  the  afperities  of  the  bone,  as  we  bring 
away  the  infant:  but  here  our  author  very  jufljy 
remarks,  that  fince  mauriceau  thought  not  fit  to 
reduce  this  advice  into  practice;  fo,  neither fhould 
he  defire  others  to  do  it.-— The  judicious  and  ex- 
perienced daventer,  fpeaks  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty attending  a  labour,  when  the  arm  is  already 
come  forth  to  the  fhoulder,  the  humours  flowed 
out,  and  all  things  elofely  compreffed  by  the 
violent  force  of  the  pains,  and  recommends 
turning  the  child,  that  it  may  be  brought  away  by 
the  feet. — chapman  defcribes  a  delivery,  in  which 
the  child's  arm  had  been  eighteen  hours  in  the 
world,  and  much  fwelled,  by  the  long  time  it  was 
expofed,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  midwife,  who 

pulled 
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pulled  violently  at  the  arm  at  every  pain ;  not 
knowing,  that  it  was  altogether  impoffible  10 
extract  a  full  grown  infant,  by  that  method ;  that  he 
fearched  for  the  feet,  and  foon  delivered  the  wo- 
man with  cafe  and  fafety :  he  delivered  the  fame 
woman  in  two  fucceeding  labours  ;  in  both  of 
which,  the  waters  gathering,  and  the  pains  increa- 
fang  to  a  proper  degree,  the  membranes  broke, 
and  thrult  out  one  of  the  child's  arms  ;  the  paf- 
fage  and  pelvis  were  fo  large,  that  he  found  no 
difficulty  in  taking  the  child  by  the  feet,  and  thus 
delivered  her,  in  lefs  than  a  minute,  each  time : 
he  cautions  againft  the  ufe  of  inftruments  to  dif- 
member  the  child  ;  advifes  the  operator  to  be  well 
acquainted,  whether  the  child  be  really  dead,  or 
not:  and  mentions  a  miferable  inftance  of  a 
man,  that  was  lately  living,  whofe  arm  was 
thus  cut  off,  before  his  body,  or  any  other  part; 
but  that  arm,  was  born,  by  a  surg eo-n  and 
manmidwife,  who,  doubtlefs,  took  the  child 
for  dead;  but,  finding  it,  by  its  bleeding,  to  be 
alive,  which  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  expect,  he 
ftopped  the  flux  of  blood,  and  the  child  (as" 

E  e  before- 


t  330  ] 

before-mentioned)  lived  to  be  a  man.  —  gif- 
fard  has  given  an  inftance  of  one  hand  and  the 
arm  flipping  down  through  the  inner  orifice  into 
the  vagina ;  the  waters  had  been  gone  off  a 
great  while ;  the  child  dead  many  hours ;  and 
it  was  about  the  eighth  month  of  the  wo- 
man's reckoning:  he  fearched  for  the  legs,  which 
he  found,  and  with  great  difficulty  effecled  the 
delivery :  a  fecond,  where  the  arm  protruded  out 
of  the  inner  orifice,  quite  up  to  the  fhoulder, 
and  the  hand  bent  backwards  in  the  paffage;  he 
delivered  the  child,  (which  was  dead,  from  ha- 
ving lain  fo  long  in  the  pofture  he  found  it)  by 
drawing  the  firfi  leg  forwards,  by  which  means, 
the  buttocks  advanced  j  he  adds,  that  when  the 
child  is  not  very  large,  and  the  woman  has  had 
children  before,  there  is  not  always  a  necefTity 
for  pulling  down  both  the  feet ;  for,  if  one  leg 
prefents,  and  the  other  is  bent  forwards  towards 
the  child's  belly,  it  will  eafily  pafs :  to  corrobo- 
rate which  affertion,  in  cafe  38.  he  defcribes 
a  delivery,  wherein  he  fueceeded  by  fuch 
means:    as  alfo,  in  cafes  58.  So.  122.  136. 

146* 


146.  §c  181.  In  cafe  187.  he  obtained  both  legs, 
and  effected  the  delivery  footling;  but  in  cafe 
190.  he  tells  us  of  a  delivery,  where  one  arm 
was  funk  into  the  vagina,  and  the  fhoulder  flopped, 
it  up,  and  was  clofely  rivetted  in  the  os  internum  ; 
the  woman  had  been  in  labour  two  or  three 
days ;  in  vain  were  all  his  endeavours,  either  to 
return  the  arm,  or  remove  the  fhoulder,  lb  as  to 
pafs  his  hand  by  it,  to  reach  the  feet:  upon 
moving  the  arm,  he  found  it  was  very  loofe, 
whereby   he   judged,    that   the  midwife  had 
been    pulling    at    it,    for    it    readily  came 
off  at   the   fhoulder:    he    then  endeavoured 
again  to  move  the  fhoulder;  but,  he  could  not, 
by  any  method,  pafs  his  hand  far  enough  to 
reach  the  feet ;  he  therefore  tried  to  get  a  finger 
over  the  fhoulder,  to  drawdown  the  head;  but 
the  neck  being  very  tender,  the  vertebra  gave 
way,  and  the  head  feparated  from  the  body :  zi 
the  fhoulder  prefented  firft,  he  fixed  a  hook  near 
the  Jcdpula,  in  order  to  draw  it  out ;  but  the  parts 
:ore  away,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  remove  the 
100k  two  or  three  times :  however,  he  was,  at 
E  e  2  Jaft, 
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laft,  able  to  take  hold  of  the  fhoulder  with  his 
fingers,  and  to  draw  it  out,  when  the  reft  of  the 
body  eafily  followed ;  but  he  had  ftill  a  great 
difficulty  to  furmount,  which  was,  to  bring 
away  the  head  remaining  in  the  uierus;  which,  he 
did,  after  trying  in  vain  with  his  fingers,  by 
means  of  the  hook,  fixed  between  the  futures: 
he  complains  of  being  greatly  fatigued  by  the 
labour,  and  attributes  the  difficulties  which  arofe, 
to  the  ignorance  and  felf-fufficiency  of  the  mid- 
wife, who  did  not  fend  in  time,  when  fhe  firft 
obferved  the  child  to  prefent  wrong;  by  which 
means,  the  waters  were  fuffered  to  pafs  off,  the 
uterus  to  be  clofely  contracted  about  the  child, 
and  the  whole  fhoulder  to  be  clofely  rivetted  in 
the  os  internum.  In  cafe  211.  he  fpeaks  of  a 
delivery,  where  one  arm  prefented  firft,  and  was 

funk  into  the  vagina;  but,   as  the  jctlus  was 

i 

fmall,  and  the  patient  had  been  a  another  of 
children  before,  by  which  the  parts  had  been 
fufficiently  dilated,  he  judged  he  might  draw  it 
out  in  the  manner  it  prefented,  without  danger  of 
the  head's  feperating  at  the  neck  from  the  body, 

or 


I 


C    333  I 

or  any  ways  hurting  or  tearing  the  parts  of 
the  vagina;  he  therefore  palled  up  one  finger 
as  it  lay  bent,  and  endeavoured,  by  pulling, 
to  diaw  the  head  and  body  out,  gently 
pulling,  at  the  fame  time,  the  arm  before  pro- 
truded; and,  by  this  method,  he  foon  brought 
out  the  whole  falus :  in  the  following  cafe,  212. 
where  the  whole  arm  was  protruded  into  the  va- 
gina, and  the  fhoulder  flopped  up  the  os  tincct, 
he  fucceeded  by  obtaining  one  leg,  and  bringing 
it  into  the  vagina,  he  fattened  a  ligature  about 
the  ancle,  and  endeavoured,  by  pulling  the 
firing,  to  bring  the  leg  and  thigh  forward ; 
whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  with  his  other  hand, 
palled  into  the  vagina,  he  prelfed  the  fhoulder  up- 
wards, to  make  more  way  for  the  hips  to  ad- 
vance, and  for  the  head  and  fhoulders  to  be 
turned  upwards :  this  fucceeded  to  his  wifh,  and 
the  delivery  was  accomplifhed,  but  the  child  was 
dead:  occafioned,  as  he  obferves,  mod  proba- 
bly, by  its  having  been  fo  long  engaged,  and  fo 
clofely  preffed  in  the  womb,  before  he  came:  in 
cafe  223.  he  gives  another  infianee  of  a  fimilar 
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nature,  in  which  he  fucceeded  by  the  fame  means 
as  the  foregoing;  but  the  child  was  likewife 
dead,  from  the  long  delay  of  the  delivery.  The 
great  number  of  cafes,  in  which  our  author  fuc- 
ceeded in  the  delivery,  by  the  help  of  one  leg  only, 
ought  not  to  miflead  us  in  our  fearch  after  the 
other;  which,  in  general,  can  be  at  no  great  dif- 
tance ;  and,  more  efpecially,  as  by  the  afhftance  of 
both,  the  operator  will  ever  find  it  much  more  eafy 
to  rectify  the  fituation  of  the  child.  Vide  la  motte, 
obf.  272,  273,  274,  275,  275,  277,  8c  27S.  Dr. 
ould  fpeaks  of  the  arm  forced  into  the  world,  by 
the  mother's  throws,  as  one  of  the  moft  difficult 
cafes  in  midwifery  for  the  operator;  as  the  feet 
are  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  orifice  in  this 
fituation,  than  any  other:  and  the  waters,  alfo, 
are,  in  a  fhort  time  evacuated  ;  when  the  head  is 
not  in,  or  clofe  upon  the  orifice,  to  hinder  its 
exit,  he  advifes,  if  the  hand  be  not  far  ad- 
vanced, to  inflantly  put  it  back  into  the  womb ; 
and,  if  there  be  occafion,  to  dilate  the  orifice 
with  the  fingers,  according  to  the  ufual  direc- 
tions, that  the  hand  may  be  introduced  along  the 
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child's  belly,  to  find  out  the  feet,  whereby  to 
bring  forth  the  infant:  if  the  hand  be  fo  far 
advanced,  that  it  cannot  be  put  back,  he  di- 
rects the  operator  to  dilate  the  orifice,  fo  as  to 
thruft  up  his  hand  by  the  fide  of  that  of  the  in- 
fant ;  taking  hold  of  the  feet  as  above:  and,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  feet  advance  forward,  the  protruding 
hand  will  retire  into  the  womb :  the  moft  con- 
venient poflure  for  the  patient  to  be  in,  during 
this,  and  all  other  operations,  where  the  child  is 
to  be  turned  in  the  womb,  he  afferts,  to  be  on 
her  knees,  in  a  bed,  at  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  operator,  leaning  .her  head  on  a  woman's 
lap,  who  mull  fit  on  a  low  ftool  in  the  bed,  for 
that  purpofe :  but  diis  feems  too  general  an  ob- 
servation of  the  Doctor's ;  for,  in  all  preternatural 
labours,  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  child's  pofition, 
by  diftinguifhing  the  right  hand  from  the  left, 
as  well  as  the  ftructure  of  the  pelvis,  fhould 
be  acquired,  before  the  pofture  of  the  patient  be 
determined  on:  and  nine  times  out  of  ten,  to 
place  the  patient,  either  on  her  back,  or  fides, 
or  in  a  half  fitting,  half  lying  pofture,  in  cafes 
of  preternatural  births,  will  be  found  the  moft 
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convenient  pofitions ;  but,  where  the  feet  are  at  a 
very  great  diflance,  and  the  belly  is  pendulous, 
to  place  the  woman  on  her  elbows  and  knees, 
may,  fomctimes,  be  found  moft  commodious. 
Dilatations  of  the  inner  orifice  can  feldom  be 
ncceffary:  and,  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  all  others, 
it  is  often  belt  to  wait  till  it  is  fufRciently  expanded 
of  itfelf,  to  give  free  admittance  to  the  hand,  which, 
it  will  generally  be,  before  the  ftrong  pains  are 
abated;  and,  not  till  then,' the  fkilful  accou- 
cheur will  attempt  the  delivery  with  his  hand ; 
which  ever  ought  to  be  done  in  the  moft  gentle 
and  deliberate  manner,  after  it  has  been  well 
lubricated ;  obferving  the  line  of  the  pelvis,  as 
the  firfl:  and  principal  direction,  and  tenderly 
reducing  the  rigidity  of  the  parts,  by  flow  and 
gradual  advances,  till  the  feet  are  fully  obtained. 
—Dr.  burton,  in  very  flrong  terms,  condemns 
as  cruel  and  inhuman,  the  method  of  killing 
or  murdering  the  child,  by  feperating  the  arm, 
to  come  at  its  body  ;  when  an  arm,  through  ig- 
norance, be  fuffered  to  advance  fo  far,  and  con- 
tinue fo  long  in  the  paffage,  that,  from  its  fwel- 
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ling,  and  the  womb's  contra<5Hng,  it  is  impofti- 
ble,  as  fome  imagine,  that  it  can  be  put  back  : 
whoever  is  guilty  of  this  practice,  he  affirms, 
ought  to  be  profccuted  for  mal-pra&ice,  and  for 
wilful  murder:  from  repeated  inftances,  during 
eighteen  years  practice,  he  fays,  wherein  he  had 
had  many  of  thefe  worfi  cafes,  he  is  convinced, 
that  there  never  can  be  aninftance,  where  taking 
off  the  arm  is  necefTary  :  he  felecls  one  of  them 
which  ever  fell  under  his  cognizance;  and 
where,  he  fays,  if  ever  there  was  occaCon  to 
have  feperated  the  arm  from  the  body,  here  it 
vidiS—jirJl,  becaufe  the  arm  was  fwelled  to  above 
twice  its  natural  bulk,  whereby  it  filled  up  the 
os  uteri,  and  a  great  part  of  the  vagina  :.  fecondlj, 
becaufe  no  pulfe  could  be  felt  in  the  arm,  and 
the  mother  had  not  been  fenfible  of  the  child's 
ftirring  for  fome  time:  and  thirdly,  becaufe  the 
mother  was  become  very  weak,  for  want  of 
reft,  8cc. — The  particulars  of  this  cafe,  are  corn- 
prized  in  the  Doctor's  21ft.  observation :  and 
in  his  2 2d.  he  gives  an  arm  prefentation, 
where  the  limb  was  amputated  by  an  ignorant 

pretender, 
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pretender,  about  the  middle  of  the  os  humeri^  he 
afterwards  delivered  the  child  ;  and  proves,  that 
there  was  no  neceflity  for  this  injurious  operation  < 
Jirjl,  becaule  it  was  not  out  of  the  womb  as  far  as 
the  fhoulder:  Jecondly,  becaufe  the  os  uteri  was 
fufficiently  dilated,  to  permit  the  introduction  of 
the  hand:  thirdly,  becaufe  the  patient  had  no 
flooding:  fourthly,  becaufe  the  cutting  off  the 
arm  could  not  forward  the  delivery;  for  the 
greatefl  bulk  of  the  child,  is  in  the  head,  fhoul- 
ders,  and  hips:  all  which  remained  of  the  fame 
fize,  and  were  not  too  large  for  the  pelvis;  be- 
caufe they  were  all  whole  when  brought  forth : 
and  fifthly,  becaufe  the  child  was  alive,  and 
the  mother  in  no.  dangerous  way,  as  to  flood- 
ing, Sec.  when  he  did  it ;  the  Doctor  adds, 
that  he  never  found,  any  pretenders  to  the 
practice  of  midwifery,  who  ever  attempted  to 
cut  off  the  arm  of  any  child,  but  this  man,  and 
another,  who  was  a  cotemporary  with  him,  and 
were  together  at  the  fame  place,  to  be  iuflrufted  : 
but  this  other  perfon,  he  fays,  {hewed  himfclf 
the  better  futgeon,   by  confidering  the  confe- 
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quenccs  of  ha\  ing  the  fharp  end  of  a  bone  cut 
or  broken  in  the  womb;  and,  therefore,  he  more 
judicioufly  cue  off  the  arms  at  the  joints,  rather 
than  feperate  the  bone :  in  the  cafe,  where 
he  was  fent  for  to  affift  him,  he  had  cut  off  both 
arms,  firfl  at  the  elbows  and  joints,  and 
then  at  the  fhoulders :  if  the  arm  of  the  child 
muft  be  taken  from  its  body,  he  advifes  it, 
as  fafer,  for  the  mother,  for  the  operator  to  take 
hold  of  the  qs  humeri,  and  twifl  it  off  at  the  arti- 
culation of  the  humerus  and  Jcapula ;  but  fays,  that 
it  ought  never  to  be  done  at  all,  efpecially,  if  the 
child  is  alive :  for  the  Do£lors  animadverfions  on 
this  practice,  and  his  reafons  for  publishing  this 
cafe  at  large,  the  reader  is  referred  tQ  his  book,  p. 
255.  where  may  be  alfo  feen  his  contrivance  of 
an  inflrument,  refembling  a  crutch,  and  which  he 
calls  by  that  name ;  by  the  help  of  which,  the  pre- 
fentingarmis  to  be  returned.  Vide  portal,  obf.4. 
54.  6 1 .  65.  7  1.  &  75.  alfo,  dr.  exton,  cafe5.  and 
dr.  smellie,  vol.  3.  coll.  33.  cafe  3.  defcribes  a 
cafe,  where  the  membranes  were  broke,  the  arm 
was  in  the  vaginat  and  the  fhoulder  filled  up  the 
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os  uteri,  in.  fuch  a  manner,  as  kept  up  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  waters:  this  being  the  cafe,  he  raifed 
the  head  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and  brought  down  the 

1  f 

legs,  with  much  greater  eafe,  than  he  at  firft  ex- 
pected ;  and,  the  child  not  being  large,  was  fafcly 
delivered:  in  collection  34.  of  the  fame  volume, 
cafe  6.  he  mentions  an  inflance  of  the  right  arm 
hanging  down,  without  the  os  externum ;  the 
head  of  the  foetus  at  the  left  fide,  and  the  fore 
parts  to  the  fide,  and  back  parts,  of  the  uterus  : 
the  legs  were  brought  down,  fecured  by  a  fillet ; 
taking  hold  of  which  with  his  right  hand,  he 
introduced  the  other  to  the  head,  and  pufhed  it 
up,  while  he  pulled  down  the  legs  with  the 
noofe;  by  thefe  means,  the  head  was  raifed  to 
the  fundus,  the  arm  that  was  down  returned  into 
the  uterus,  and  the  child  was  fafcly  delivered : 
the  doctor  alfo  tells  us,  that  he  delivered  this 
gentlewoman,  once  before,  in  a  fimilar  cafe  :  in 
the  following  inflance,  cafe  7.  the  arm  prefented ; 
the  pelvis  was  narrow ;  the  child  was  brought 
footling,  and  the  head  delivered  with  the  long 
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curved  forceps :  for  a  reprefentation  a£  which, 
a  reference  is  made  to  table  35.   of  the  ana- 
tomical  figures  :    the    next    cafe  exhibits  the 
arm  of  the  child  in  the  vagina,  and  the  body 
lying  in  a  round  form  in  the  uterus ;  which, 
with  much  fatigue  and  difficulty,  was  delivered 
by  turning,  and  bringing  the  feet  foremoft :  next 
follow  two  melancholy  inftances  of  ignorance ; 
in  the  firft,  the  arm  prefented,  and  was  taken  off 
by  another  practitioner;   who,   afterwards  de- 
ferted  the  patient,  who  was  feized  with  a  flood- 
ing, and  delivered  by  dr.  smellie,  by  turning 
the  child,  and  bringing  it  by  its  feet;  but  the 
patient  died,  from  the  great  lofs  of  blood,  the 
fame  night,  about  two  hours  after  he  left  the 
place :  in  the  fecond  cafe  ;  the  arm  of  the  child, 
we  are  told,  came  down  into  the  vagina ;  the 
patient  had  been  many  hours  in  labour,  and  a 
flooding  had  begun  ;  but  was  abated,  ■  after  the 
waters  were  difcharged':  the  Doctor  propofed  to 
deliver  by  turning,  and  bringing  the  child  by 
the  feet ;  but  herein  being  oppofed,  as  that  was 
a  new  method,  and  not  known  in  that  place,  an 

older 
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older  praftkioner  was  fent  for;  who,  inflead  of 
turning,  fatigued  himfelf,  and  the  woman,  by 
pufhing  up  the  arm,  to  bring  the  head  to  prc- 
fent ;  and,  when  that  method  failed,  he  tried  to 
deliver,  by  pulling  at  the  arm :  hereupon,  ano- 
ther gentleman  was  fent  for,  who  lived  at  a 
much  greater  diftance  than  the  former;  but  the 
flooding  had  increafed  fo  much,  by  the  former 
violence,  that  the  patient  had  expired  before  his 
arrival;  and,  as  he  knew  more  of  the  practice, 
he  regretted  much,  that  the  method,  which  our 
author  had  propofed,  was  rejected:  a  very  ftriking 
inflance  this,  how  very  erroneous  the  ancients 
were,  in  endeavouring,  in  fuck  cafes,  to  make 
the  head  prefent;  which  was  •here',  and,  I  doubt 
not,  in  many  other  cafes,  attended  with  fatal 
confequences  ;  therefore,  it  may,  with  the  flrifleft 
truth  and  juflice,  be  affirmed,  that  turning,  to1 
deliver  by  the  feet,  in  fuch  preternatural  prefen- 
tations,  is  an  improvement  in  the  obftetric  art,  of 
the  firft  importance,  and  has  been  the  means  of 
pieferving  the  lives  of  great  numbers  of  women 
and  children:  in  cafe  12.  of  the  fame  collec- 
tion, 
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tion,  we  meet  with  an  inftance,  of  the  arm  lyinj 
double  in  the  vagina,  the  fore  parts  of  the  foetus 
to  the  anterior  parts  of  the  uterus ;  and  the  wo- 
man delivered,  according  to  da  venter's  method, 
by  turning  her  to  her  knees  and  elbows:  and 
alfo,  in  cafe  16.  where  the  arm  and  fhoulder  of 
a  fecond  child,  was  forced  down  without  the 
external  parts ;  he  was  afraid,  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  force  up  thefe  parts  of  the  child 
into  the  uterus,  fo  as  to  turn  the  foetus,  and  bring 
down  the  legs ;  but,  upon  trial,  he  fucceeded  be- 
yond his  expectation,  and  delivered  the  child 
alive:  again,  in  cafe  3.  no.  2.  of  the  fame  col- 
lection, he  has  given  an  account,  of  the  left  arm 
and  fhoulder  of  the  foetus  prefenting;  the  head 
over  the  pubes,  and  the  fore  parts  of  the  child  to 
the  right  fide  of  the  uterus :  in  which,  after  fe- 
veral  trials,  and  the  greateft  difficulty,  he  turned 
the  child,  and  delivered  it  alive  j  but,  fays,  he 
was  fo  much  fatigued,  that  he  was  not  able  to 
raife  his  arms  to  his  head,  for  a  day  or  two : 
cafe  13.  contains  a  fupplement  to  cafe  3.  from 
dr.  Durban,  in  which  the  arm  prefented:  as 
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does,  likewife,  cafe  1 4..  to  the  fame  cafe,  in  a 
letter  from  rar.  mudge,  of  Plymouth:  in  cafe 
18.  no.  2.  of  the  fame  collection,  we  are  favoured 
with  another  arm  prefentation ;  wherein  the  gen- 
tleman, who  communicates  the  cafe,  after  much 
difficulty,  fucceeded  in  his  atttempts,  to  turn, 
and  deliver  the  child  by  its  feet:  in  cafe  5.  col- 
lection 35.  is  inferted,  a  very  extraordinary  in- 
flance,  of  the  protrufion  and  tumour  of  the  arm; 
which,  as  well  as  one  of  the  legs,  was  pulled  off 
in  the  delivery  ;  and  the  body  and  head,  after- 
wards delivered  with  the  crotchet ;  occafioned  by 
a  diftortion  in  the  pelvis:  cafe  1 5.  contains  a  fup- 
plement  to  the  above  cafe;  and  here,  the  arm 
prefented ;  the  fhoulder  was  miftaken  for  the 
head;  the  arm  was  pulled  off;  and  the  head 
was  afterwards  delivered  with  the  crotchet. 

1  have  been  more  diffufe  in  my  quotations 
and  observations  on  the  prefentation  of  the  arm, 
as  it  is  a  pofition  which  very  often  happens ;  is 
frequently  complicated :  and,  in  general,  re- 
quires the  utmoft  fkill  and  care  of  the  accou- 
cheur. 

CASE 
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CASE  LVIII. 

On  the   24th  day  of  april,   1777,  a  mid* 
wife  fenc  for  me  to  a  woman,  with  whom  fhe 
had  been  fome  hours  ;  told  me,  her  patient  had 
endured  very  violent  pains ;  that  about  an  hour 
before  my  arrival,  the  membranes  had  broke, 
and  one  of  the  child's  arms  fallen  down  into 
the  birth:  and,  that  as  foon  as  fhe  perceived 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  fhe  had  defired  my  affiftance  ; 
the  woman  was  very  much  difheartened,  on  hear* 
ing  the  child  came  wrong,  as  fhe  had  always 
been  ufed  to  quick,  eafy,  and  natural  births : 
the  pains,   I  was  told,  had  been  ftrong,  but 
were  now  diminifhed ;  and  as  the  waters  were 
not  all  drained  off,  the  pelvis  was  well  pro- 
portioned,  and  the  woman  had  borne  feveral 
.children  before  ;  an  immediate  fearch  for  the  legs 
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appeared  to  me  to  be  the  mod  eligible  plan,  ft 
was  the  right  arm  of  the  child  which  prefentcd; 
therefore,  I  could  not  err  in  my  conjecture  of 
its  pofition  :  fhe  was  already  in  a  fupinc  poflure, 
and  near  the  foot  of  the  bed:  upon  which,  as 
the  os  tinea  was  fufficiently  dilated,  I  lubricated 
my  hand,  and  without  altering  her  poflure,  con- 
ducted it,  as  fhe  laid,  between  the  body  of  the 
child  and  the  uterus  ;  came  at  the  feet,  without 
much  trouble,  and  by  bringing  them  down,  the 
protruding  arm,  of  courfe,  receded  into  the  ute- 
rus, and  the  delivery  was  finifhed  without  any 
very  great  difficulty.  From  hence,  it  is  evi- 
dent, how  great  an  advantage,  the  operator 
finds  in  attending  early  ;  and,  how-  much  fooner, 
the  bufincfs  is  done  in  that  cafe,  than  where  the 
waters  have  been  long  elapfed,  and  the  uterus, 
is  contracted ;  befides,  the  good  proportion  of 
the  pelvis,  and  this  not  being  the  woman's  firti 
child,  both,  in  great  meafurc,  added  to  the  eafe 
and  facility  of  this  delivery. 
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it  behoves  me  to  pay  a  jufl  Tribute  of 
praife  to  the  midwife,  for  her  prudent  con- 
duct, in  requiring  timely  affiftance :  and,  I 
think,  daventer's  Inftruclions  on  this  head; 
wherein  he  advifcs  the  woman  midwife,  in 
all  difficulties,  to  refer  to  the  advice  of  phy- 
ficians,  or  furgeons ;  by  which  fhe  will  not 
lofe  her  credit,  or  degrade  herfelf :.  and  fays,  that 
ic  is  more  commendable  in  her,  not  to  meddle, 
but  diflruft  herfelf,  and  commit  the  matter  to 
another,  than  rafhly  to  endeavour  more  than  flie 
can  do;  trufling  to  her  own  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, cannot  be  inferted  in  a  more  proper 
place : — it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  women  prac- 
titioners, in  general,  were  better  inftrucled  in 
the  practice  of  midwifery;  otherwife,  in  cafes 
of  the  leaft  difficulty,  they  cannot  be  able  to  a/cer- 
tain how  far  the  bufmefs  may  be  left  to  Na- 
ture, or,  where  fuperior  affiftance  becomes  ab- 
folutely  neceflary. 
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CASE  LIX. 

Mrs.  W.   after  having  been  troubled  with 
trifling  irregular  pains  in  the  belly,  for  many 
nights  together;  for,  in  the  day  time,  fhe  was 
generally  pretty  eafy,  fent  to  me  on  the  29th  of 
july,  1776.   I  examined  her,   and  found  the 
uterine  orifice  not  in  the  leaft  extenuated,  and  no 
mucus  defcending  from  the  parts :  fhe  com- 
plained of  having  been  coftive  ;  I  pronounced 
the  pains  to  be  Jpnrious :  directed  a  medicine  of 
the  inoft  gently  laxative  kind  to  be  taken  occa- 
fjonally,  and  a  few  drops  of  the  linttura  ihebakn, 
in  a  fmall  draught,  at  bed-time,   or  in  the  night, 
when  the  uneafmefs  fhould  return  ;   by  thefe 
means,    fhe    proceeded   in    a    tolerably  eafy 
Hate,  till  the  14th  of  august  following,  in  the 
morning  of  which,   the  genuine  labour  pains 
came  on :   they  were,    at  firfl,    remote,  conti- 
nued but  a  little  while  at  a  time,  and  a  rcmif- 

lion 


f    3<i9  ] 

fion  of,  at  leaft,  half  an  hour,  intervened;  but, 
towards  the  evening,  they  acquired  a  greater  de- 
gree of  force,  and  recurred  more  frequent;  the 
abdominal  tumour  fubhded ;  fhe  was  hot,  rel- 
iefs, and  the  mucus  difcharge  was  tinged  with 
blood ;  the  membranous  bag  appeared  flaccid  to 
the  touch;  and,  notwithstanding  the  increafed. 
ftrength  of  the  pains,  the  os  tinea  remained 
thick,  and  but  little  open  ;  011  the  remiffion  of  a 
pain,  I  could  diflinguifh  by  the  touch  no.  parti- 
cular part  of  the  child  which  prefented :  upon 
which,  the  labour  was  fuffered  to  go  on '  in  its 
own  way,  till  the  pains  became  very  feverq  in- 
deed: and   now  I  examined  her  again,  and. 
found  the  membranes  much  more  tenfe,  and 
pufhing  againft    my   finger,    with   a  greater 
dilatation  of  the  os  tinea:  in  a  pain  or  two. 
afterwards    the    membranes    broke,    and  both, 
hands   immediately  fell    down    into,  the  paC* 
fage.    Here  was  another  preternatural  labour; 
in  which,  I  was  fo  lucky,  as  to  be  prefent  on 
the  rupture  of  the  membranes.    The  pofition  of 
the  Jcelus  could  not  be  well  miftaken.    I  advifed 
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it,  as  raoft  expedient,  to  turn  the  child,  and  deliver 
it :  the  patient  was  not,  in  the  leaft,  averfe  to  the 
propoGtion,  and  was,  therefore,  eafily  placed,  in 
a  convenient  pofture,  on  her  back ;  when,  my 
hand,  being  well  lubricated,  I  gently  paGed  it 
over  the  cheft  of  the  child;  but  meeting  with 
the  placenta,  which  adhered  on  that  fide  of  the 
uterus,  I  withdrew  it,  and  turning  the  woman, 
from  her  back  to  her  fide,  introduced  my  other 
hand  on  the  oppofite  fide ;  but  the  adlion  of 
the  uterus  prevented  my  proceeding:  when  it 
ceafed,  I  renewed  my  attempts,  and  carrying 
my  hand  up  to  the  feet  of  the  child,  which 
were  lying  towards  the  belly  of  the  mother, 
brought  down  the  legs,  and  extracted  the 
body,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  caution ;  the 
placenta  followed,  without  much  difficulty;  it 
was  a  fine  healthy  child,  and  had  fuftained  not 
the  leaft  accident  in  the  delivery:  the  mother 
had  an  exceeding  good  getting  up,  and  has  fince 
undergone  two  deliveries,  without  any  extraordi- 
nary trouble.- — I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentle- 
man  of  credit;    that,  about  fix  years  ago,  he 

met 
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met  with  a  cafe,  where  both  hands  pre  Tented  ; 
the  waters  had  been  long  gone  off;  the  pelvis  was 
narrow;  and  the  difficulties  he  laboured  under, 
were  almoft  incredible  ;  for,  noiwithflanding  his 
utmoft  endeavours,  there  was  no  accefs  to  come 
at  the  feet*;  one  arm  was,  therefore,  twitted  off 

*  I  am  told,  it  is,  the  opinion  of  a  very  judicious  and 
eminent  accoucheur,  that  when  we  are  called  to  a  cafe,  in 
which  the  arm  prefents,  if  great  force  has  been  ufed  to  ex- 
tract the  child  in  that  pofition  ;  or,  the  arms  have  been 
mitUken  for  the  legs,  the  pains  at  the  fame  time  being 
very  violent,  it  is  impoffible  to  turn  the  child;  becaufe 
we  cannot  introduce  our  hand  into  the  uterus,  the  moul- 
ders and  body  of  the  child  being  pufhed  low  down  into 
the  pelvis  :  under  fuch  circumftances,  he  obferves,  there 
is  happily  no  neceflity  of  turning  the  child,  as  it  will 
be  expelled  by  the  power  of  the  pains  only;  yet,  in  thefe 
cafes,  he  avers,  that  the  body  of  the  child  does  not  come 
doubled,  but  the  breech  is  the  firft  part  delivered,  and  the 
head  laft,  the  body  turning  as  it  were  upon  Us  own  axis;  he 
does  not  confine  this  obfervation  to  a  fmall  child  coming  pre- 
maturely, but  to  a  child  of  common  fize,  provided  the  pel- 
vis is  well  formed  ;  nor  does  he  reft  his  affenion  upon  mere 
hypothefis,  but  founds  it  on  four  cafes,  which  occurred  in 
his  own  pra&ice,  in  which  the  women  were  delivered:  he 
infers  not  f.om  hence,  that  there  is  no  neceflity  to  turn 
a  child  when  the  arm  prefents;  but  leaves  it  for  future  ex- 
perience, to  determine  how  far,  and  in  what  cafes,  the  pre- 
eeding  obfervationj  ought  to  be  a  guide  in  practice. 
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at  the  elbow,  and  the  child  delivered  piecemeal, 
in  the  bed  manner  the  operator  could  dirc&,  by 
means  of  the  crotchet ;  and  the  poor  woman  furvi- 
ved  but  a  few  hours.  Vide  mauriceau,  chap.  21. 
lib  2,-r-LA  motte  obferves,  that  when  the  pains 
are  at  the  fharpeft,  the  furgeon  ought  to  enquire 
into  the  fituation  of  the  child ;  and,  if  he  finds 
a  hand  prefenting  through  the  membranes,  he 
ought  to  open  them  immediately,  and  proceed 
to  delivery  ;  preventing,  by  that  means,  its  com- 
ing down  into  the  VQgina,  which  it  would  partly 
fill,  and  be  an  impediment  to  the  introduction  of 
!  the  hand  into  the  uterus :  he  gives  us  two  in- 
fiances  of  both  hands  prefenting ;  in  one  of  which, 
obf.  244.  upon  touching,  he  found  feveral  little 
parts  confufed  together,  without  being  able  to 
tell,  whether  they  were  hands  or  feet;  he  opened 
the  membranes,  and  found  them  to  be  the  hands, ; 
wherefore,  he  pufhed  on  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Uterus,  and  met  with  the  feet  very  far  from  one 
another,  and  joining  them  together,  finifhed  the 
work;  the  placenta  foon  after  following:  he  further 
remarks,  that  any  pra&itioner  may  be  in  doubt, 

about 
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about  knowing  the  hands  from  the  feet,  through 
the  membranes ;  but  fays,  it  is  of  no  confe- 
quence,  fince  the  fame  thing  is  to  be  done  in  ei- 
ther cafe :  the  operator,  however  will,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  find  it  belt,  not  to  be  too  precipitate, 
and  attempt  a  rupture  of  the  membranes,  till 
he  finds  the  uterine  orifice  fufficiently  expanded. 
~-The  next  cafe  of  both  the  hands  presenting,  is  in 
his  245th  obf.  the  woman  had  ftrong  pains  ; 
the  membranes  broke  fuddenly,  and  discharged 
the  waters,  and  the  hands  with  the  bread, 
were  pufhed  down  at  the  fame  time,  with 
the  fame  violence :  he  put  her  in  a  proper  fitua- 
tion  to  be  delivered,  as  foon  as  the  pains 
fhould  abate  their  fury  ;  kept  his  hand  upon 
the  breaft,  and  as  foon  as  fhe  had  the  leaft 
interval,  flid  it  along,  to  find  the  feet,  which 
he  did  not  fucceed  in  for  a  great  while  ; 
but,  at  length,  obtained  them,  with  much  hard 
labour,  and  delivered  a  weakly  child;  which 
lived  but  a  fhort  time. — Dr.  astruc,  fpeaking 
of  the  prcfentaiion  of  the  hands,  fays,  "  this 
poflure  is  eafily  known,  when  the  membranes 
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are  ruptured;  and,  as  it  is  impoffible,  for  the 
cliild  to  be  delivered  therein,  it  ought  to  be 
quickly  remedied:"  he  further  adds,  that  "  they 
endeavoured,  formerly,  to  reduce  this  cafe  to  a 
natural  labour,   by  the  head ;"  and,  fome  ig- 
norant midivives,  flill  act  upon  this  principle : 
but,  he  advifes,  turning  of  the  child  immedi- 
ately, when  the  waters  are  drained  off,  and  to 
deliver  it  by  its  feet. — Dr.  ould  defcribes  this 
to  be  one  of  the  moft  difficult  cafes  in  mid- 
wifery, for  the  operator  ;  as  the  head  being  out 
of  its  natural  direction,  cannot  prefs  on  the 
orifice,  fo  as  to  dilate  it :  and  the  fmall  dilata- 
tion that  is  made,  is  taken  up  by  the  head  ; 
which  cannot  be  put  back,  if  far  advanced,  fo 
as   to  give  admiffion  to  the   operator's  hand 
to  bring  forth  the  child  by  the   feet ;  which 
is  •  the  only  method  in  this  exigency  :  and  the 
feet,   he  alfo   obferves,   are  at  a  greater  dif- 
tance  from  the  orifice,  in  this  fituation,  than 
any  other ;  the  water  is  alfo,  in  a  fhort  time, 
evacuated,  when  the  head  is  not  in,  or  clofe  upon 
the  orifice,  to  hinder  its  exit ;  his  directions  are, 

to 
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to  turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  by  its  feet,  as  the 
only  fafe  and  fure  method. — In  the  third  volume 
of  dr.  smellie,  colled!:.  35,  cafe  6.  we  meet 
with  a  very  extraordinary  cafe,  where  both  arms 
were  pulled  without  the  os  externum,  the  breafl; 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis ;  there  had  been 
two  midwives  with  this  woman  for  two  days,  one 
of  whom  was  her  mother  ;  hoth  arms  had  been 
down  mo  ft  part  of  that  time,  and  had  often  been 
pulled  at  to  bring  the  child  as  it  prefented;  the 
arms,  were  much  fwelled,  and  one  being  almoft 
pulled  from  the  fhoulder,  was  fnipped  off  with 
the  fciffars :  upon  infpeftion,  the  parts  of  the 
woman  were  found  livid,  but  not  tore ;  the  pa- 
tient was  flooding,  and  appeared  in  a  dying  con- 
dition. Her  hufband  and  friends  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe, 
begged,  if  poflible,  fhe  might  be  delivered  be- 
fore fhe  expired.  Contrary  to  the  Doclors  ex- 
pedition, although  the  breafl:  was  pulled  low 
down,  he  eafily  pufhed  it  and  the  arm  up  into 
the  uterus,  and  brought  the  child  footling.  He 
had  no  hopes  of  her  recovery,  although  fhe 

fcemed 
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feemed  to  revive  a  little  from  the  joy  of  being 
delivered;  becaufe  he  was  pretty  certain  that  a 
mortification  was  begun,  from  the  livid  appear- 
ance of  the  external  parts,  and  her  complaining 
of  no  pain ;  when  he  introduced  his  hand  into 
the  vagina  and  uterus  the  placenta  was  all  de- 
tached and  lying  loofe  in  the  uterus.  This  was 
not  her  firft  child.  The  Doclor  was  called  in 
the  evening,  and  fhe  lived  till  next  morning. — 
In  the  two  following  inflances ;  where  there 
was  a  prolapfion,  of  one  or  both  hands  along 
the  head,  I  fucceeded  in  the  deliveries,  by  lea- 
ving the  labours  to  nature  only.  But,  in  both 
cafes,  the  prefentation  of  the  head  was  natural  ; 
the  pelvis  well-formed,  and  the  fcelus  not  very 
large. 


CASE 
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CASE  LX. 

I  \VA  S  fent  for  to  a  village,  about  five  miles 
from  this  town,   on  the  fourth  of  November, 
j  769,  to  a  patient,  who  had  been  a  confiderable 
time  in  labour,  and  was  attended  by  a  mid- 
wife ;  who   told  me,  flie   could  very  plainly 
feel  one  hand  of  the  child :  on  examination,  I 
found  the  os  tinea  confiderably  dilated ;  the 
head  defcended  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
nearly  to  the  middle ;  and  the   fingers  of  the 
left  hand,  coming  down,  on  one  fide,  at  fome 
little  diflance  before  it:  the  membranes  broke 
two   days   before ;   and  the  waters  difcharged 
were  very  fcetid ;    from   which    it   was  con- 
cluded, that  the  fcelus  had  been  dead  fome  time; 
the  pains  were  flrong  and  regular,  and  the  woman 
under  no  apprchenfions  of  danger;  but,  fo  very 
fick,  that  no  fooner  had  a  pain  left  her,  than  Teach- 
ings 
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ings  and  vomitings  fuccceded,  to  the  moll  vio- 
lent degree,  which  I  ever  remember  to  have  met 
with  ;  and  this,  I  was  informed,  had  been  the 
cafe  from  the  beginning  of  her  labour. — The 
opinion  of  dionis,  concerning  the  vomitings, 
which  attend  women  in  labour  is,  that  they  are 
of  excellent  ufe,  and  are  a  fign,  that  the  child 
will  come  right,  and  that  it  flrikes  againfl  the 
bottom  of  the  womb ;  which  has  a  fympathy 
with  the  flomach,  by  reafon  of  the  ramifications 
of  the  nerves,  diftributed  to  both  one,  and  the 
other.  Be  that,  as  it  may,  in  this  cafe;  tho' 
harraffing  to  the  woman,  they  were  far  from 
being  detrimental;  I  feveral  times  attempted  to 
pufh  the  hand  up  by  the  fide  of  the  head,  but 
the  pain  or  vomitings,  alternately  recurring,  was 
as  often  obliged  to  defift ;  at  length,  however, 
the  head  advanced,  and,  in  about  an  hour,  was 
fafely  delivered;  the  reft  of  the  body  followed, 
without  any  difficulty  ;  the  child  was  alive,  and 
the  woman  had  a  good  recovery. 
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the  ficknefs  which  attends  labour,  from 
the  violent  efforts  of  the  uterus,  as  well  as 
the  naufea  and  retchings,  which -are  often  fo 
troublefome  in  flow  and  protracted  labours,  mofr, 
probably  originate  from  the  fame  caufe,  viz. 
the  dilatation  of  the  05  uteri;  by  which,  from 
the  power  of  fympathy,  the  flomach  becomes 
more  or  lefs  affected.  —  It  has  been  generally 
fuppofed,  that  where  foetid  waters  have  been 
difcharged  before  the  delivery  of  the  jcetus,  they 
are  a  certain  Cgn  of  its  having  been  dead  fome 
time  ;  but  the  fallibility  of  that  conclufion,  as 
in  this  inflance,  ought  to  make  us  on  our  guard, 
how  we  incur  any  rafh  proceeding  upon  the 
flrength  of  fuch  a  conjecture. — This  patient  was 
pretty  far  advanced  in  years  before  fhe  became 
pregnant,  which  accounts  for  the  tedioufnefs  of 
her  labour  ;  for  the  parts  had  thereby  acquired 
a  rigidity,  much  beyond  that  which  we  meet  with 
in  patients  who  are  young,  or  in  thofe  who  have 
borne  many  children. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXI. 

In  the  year  1774.  I  was  fuddenly  called  to  a 
patient,  who  had  been  taken  in  labour  the  night 
before ;  her  pains  had  been  fmall,  but  very  re- 
gular ;  fhe  had  greatly  complained  of  the  Cramp 
in  her  thighs  and  legs  ;  but  after  the  membranes 
broke,  which  was  about  an  hour  before  I  faw 
her,  (he  had  been  totally  free  from  that  com- 
plaint; flie  was  rather  low  fpirited,  and  the  la- 
bour had  been  fomewhat  protracled,  by  an  unwel- 
come piece  of  news,  in  which  fhe  was  much  in- 
terefted;  and  which  had  been  very  imprudently 
revealed  to  her.  I  gave  her  fome  confolatory  ad- 
vice; and  obferving,  the  bad  eff efts,  which  too 
much  vexation  might  have  on  her  labour,  admini- 
ftered  an  opiate,  and  left  her:  in  a  few  hours  after 
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1  was  fent  For  again ;  and,  then  being  permitted 
to  examine,  found  the  os  uteri  largely  open,  and 
the  head  advanced  to  the  middle  of  the  pelvistl 
with  a  hand  on  each  fide  of  it;  and  not  being 
able  to  reduce  either  of  them  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis,  which  was  well-proportioned,  I 
thought  it  befl  to  let  the  labour  go  on,  in  its  own 
way ;  prefuming,  that  probably  the  work  might 
be  accomplifhed,  by  fo  doing,  without  any 
farther  trouble :  and  herein  I  was  not  mifta- 
ken,  for,  in  two  hours  time,  the  woman  was 
happily  delivered  of  a  fine  live  child.  The 
navel  firing,  which  is  fubjecl;  to  confiderable 
variations,  was  here  fo  very  hard  and  rigid; 
that,  after  the  child  was  removed,  it  was 
fcarcely  tivifted  round  the  fingers  of  One  hand, 
and  pulled  cautioufly  and  gently  with  the 
other,  before  it  gave  way,  and  broke ;  the 
os  uteri,  although  the  child  had  not  been 
delivered  more  than  half  an  hour,  was  fo 
much  contracted,  that,  as  no  immediate  ne- 
ceffity  appeared  for  the  extraction  of  the  pla- 
centa,  I  let  it  remain ;  and  was  informed,  in 
:the  morning,  that  the  woman  had  pafled  a  to- 
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lerable  good  night;  and,  that  it  came  away, 
Of  itfelf,  after  a  ftrong  pain  or  two,  about 
midnight. — Mauriceau  has  an  opinion,  of  the 
*  fudden  contraction  of  the  uterus ;  when  he 
fays,  that  the  internal  orifice  of  the  womb, 
fhuts,  while  we  tie  the  navel  firing,  and  makes  it 
a  harder  tafk  to  bring  away  the  placenta. — Da- 
venter,  fpeaking  of  the  contraction  of  the 
womb,  remarks,  that  the  manner  of  its  con- 
traction, is  the  fame  as  of  its  extenflon ;  only, 
one  is  done  by  degrees,  and  the  other  quickly: 
he  alfo  adds,  that  he  has  fometimes  opened  a 
woman  dead  in  child-bed,  about  the  8th  or  gth 
day  after  her  delivery ;  and  has  wondered  to  find 
the  womb  fo  little,  and  fo  near  its  natural  ftate,  as 
if  fhe  had  not  been  newly  delivered. — It  is  very 
neceffary  to  obferve ;  that,  under  the  circum- 
flance,  of  both  hands,  prolapfing  along  the  head, 
fo  as  to  obflrucl  its  paffage  through  the  fupe- 
rior  part  of  the  pelvis ;  or,  at  any  time,  when 
one  hand  prolapfes  with  any  other  part,  as  well 
as  the  head,  it  may  be  often  found  proper,  to 
biing  the  child  by  the  feet,  except  in  a  very  nar- 
row 

*  Vide  cafes  the  13,  14.  &  16th.  of  this  book. 
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row  pelvis;  the  operator,  ever  remembering; 
that,  unlefs  the  uterine  orifice,  is  fufficiently  di- 
lated to  admit  the  infmuation  of  his  hand;  (ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  extreme  danger,)  it  will  be 
prudent  in  him  not  to  proceed:  and,  even  then, 
much  care,  and  circumfpeclion,  will  be  found  re- 
quifite. — It  is  a  matter  not  unworthy  our  notice, 
that  the  more  hard  and  rigid  the  chord  is,  the 
greater  will  be  the  danger  of  breaking  it,  by  pul- 
ling, in  order  to  draw  out  the  placenta,  after  the 
birth  of  the  child.  And  it  is  alfo  to  be  remem- 
bered, that,  as  the  umbilical  chord  is  moft  denfe, 
firm,  and  ilrong,  next  to  the  foetus ;  fo,  it  is  ge- 
nerally extenuated  in  its  progrefs  to  the  placenta; 
and,  confequently,  becomes  weaker  at  its  infer- 
tion  into  that  vajcular  mafs ;  from  Which,  by 
pulling  with  too  much  force,  it  will,  on  that 
account,  be  the  more  eafily  feperated. 
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CASE  LXII. 

The  4th  of  june,  1776.  Mrs.  N.  was 
taken  with  uneafy  fenfations  in  the  abdomen, 
back,  and  loins ;  which  continuing  till  the  next 
day,  I  was  fent  for ;  (lie  had  a  difcharge  of 
mucus  from  the  vagina ;  and  there  were  other  figns 
of  approaching  labour:  notwithflanding  which, 
it  was  impoffible  to  difcover  the  os  tinea,  by 
the  touch  ;  the  difficulty  of  reaching  it,  con- 
vinced me  of  the  probability  of,  at  leaft,  a  lin- 
gering, if  not  a  laborious,-  or  preternatural  la- 
bour: I,  therefore,  de fired  that  a  midwife  might 
be  kept  in  waiting ;  and,  to  be  fent  for  again, 
when  her  pains  had  acquired  a  greater  degree 
of  force.  It  was  not,  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
following  day,  that  my  attendance  was  again 
required  ;  when  I  was  informed,  that  the  pains 

had 
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had  been    quick   and   fliarp   for  fome  time 
part;   that  the  waters  had'  been  difcharged, 
but  the  head  of  the  child  continued  very  high 
up,  and  did  not  advance  in  the  leaft,  although 
the  parts  were  fufficiently  open  r  from  this  ac- 
count of  the  cafe,  had  the  midwife  been  right 
in  her  conjecture  of  the  part  which  prefented, 
there  could  have  been  but  little  doubt  of  a  difficult 
labour;  but  it  was  more  particularly  to  be  fear- 
ed, when  now,  upon  fearching,   I  eafily  per- 
ceived, that  the  part  which  was  miftaken  for 
the  head,  was,  in  reality,  the  Jlioulder ;  the  acro- 
mion being  diflinguifhable  by  the  claviell,  and 
neck  leading  to  the  head ;  I  carefully  avoided 
the  lead  furprize,  privately  convinced  the  mid- 
wife, that  the  poflure  of  the  child  was  wrong ; 
and,  after  fome.  deliberation,  as  the  flrong  pains 
were  much  abated,  and  the  Jlioulder  prefented, 
the  expediency  of  an  attempt  to  deliver  the 
child  footling  appeared  oT  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence.    The  midwife  was  right  in  her  ac- 
count of  the  diftention  of  the  parts ;  for,  not- 
withstanding, the  child,  in  its  prefent  fituation, 
G  g  2  g  rather 
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rather  extended  from  fide  to  Gde,  and  the  pre- 
fenting  part  could  not,  even  with  the  affiftance 
of  pains,  have  had  any  great  effeft  in  dilating  and 
Hretching  the  os  uteri;  its  orifice  was  fufhcienily 
enlarged  ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  patient  laid  on 
her  fide,  I  endeavoured  in  the  moll  gentle  and 
eafy  manner,  to  infinuate  my  hand  through 
the  vagina  into  the  uterus,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  the  feet:  but,  as  they  were  fituatcd  to- 
wards the  fundus  uteri,  and  the  abdomen  was 
pendulous ;  without  ufing  any  exertions,  which 
might  have  been  painful  to  the  woman,  and  proved 
fruitlefs  in  the  event;  I  recommended  to  the 
patient  a  prone  pofition,  refling  on  her  elbows 
and  knees,  according  to  daventer's  inflru&ions 
in  the  like  cafe,  to  which  advice  fhe  gave  her 
confent ;  and  then,  by  a  flow,  gradual  introduction 
of  my  hand,  I  paffed  the  prefenting  part,  foon 
found  the  feet,  and  carefully  brought  them 
down,  without  any  injury  to  the  back  or  hips, 
and  afterwards  cautioufly  accomplifhed  the 
whole  deliveiy,  in  lefs  time  than  I  expecled, 
and  both  mother  ,and  child  did  very  well. — ■ 
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mauriceau,   in  fpcaking  of  a  delivery,  when 
the  child  comes  with  Jlioulder,  back,  or  brcaft, 
confiders  the  Jlioulder  to  be  the  moft  difficult 
of  either  prefentation,  becaufe,  it  is  furtheft  from 
the  feet  of  the  infant ;  and  very  juftly  recommends 
the  furgeon  to  attempt  the  delivery  by  the  feet,  in 
preference  to  the  former  method  of  trying  to  put 
the  fhoulder  back  to  make  way  for  the  head  of 
the  child,  that  fo  it  may  be  reduced  to  a  natural 
birth. — dtonis  alfo  fpeaks  of  this  as  one  of  the 
worfi  poftures  that  a  child  can  poflibly  come  in, 
not  only  becaufe  of  its  great  diftance  from  the 
feet,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  head  and  neck,  when 
thus  placed,  are  very  much  fqueezed  and  com- 
prefTed. — We  find  the  judicious  daventer  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  entirely  agreeing,  in  the 
mode  of  delivery,  with  both  the  foregoing  wri- 
ters.   Vide  giffard,  cafe  171.    portal,  obf. 
7.  19.  21.48,  8c  56.  and  la  motte,  obf.  243. 
In  the  fifth  cafe  of  dr.  smellie's  third  vol.  coll. 
34.  we  meet  with  an  inflance,  where  the  left 
Jlioulder  prefented  :  after  the  body  was  delivered, 
by  6rft  bringing  down  the  feet,  th<?  head  fluck 
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in  the  pelvis ;  the  fhort  forceps  were  employed  ; 
but  not  fucceeding,  it  was  at  length  brought 
down,  and  with  much  difficulty,  delivered  by  ma- 
nual affifl  ance  alone :  in  the  firfl  cafe  of  no.  2.  in  the 
fame  collection,  the  left  Jlioulderprdcntzd  ;  the  fore 
parts  of  the  child  to  the  right  fide  of  the  uterus  ; 
the  child  was  delivered  by  the  feet,  but  not  with- 
out changing  hands  three  or  four  times,  which 
were  much  fqueezed  and  cramped  by  the  flrong 
contractions  of  the  uterus^  &c. — in  the  next  cafe, 
the  right  Jlwulder  prefented,  the  legs  being  againft 
the  fore  part,  and  fundus  uteri:  here  the  delivery 
was  affifted  by  the  noofe:  the  15th  cafe  of  the 
fame  number,  contains  a  Jlioulder  prefentation, 
with  a  pendulous  belly:  and  daventer's  me- 
thod of  turning  the  woman  to  her  knees 
and  elbows,  is  advifed  to  be  tried  in  fuch  cafes: 
cafe  the  third,  of  the  35th  collection,  in  the 
fame  volume,  exhibits  an  inflance  of  a  Jlwulder 
prefentation;  in  which,  we  find  the  fatus  deli- 
vered, by  the  fhocking  expedient  of  tearing  down 
the  body  with  the  crotchet. 
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CASE  LXIII. 

fjARLY  in  the  morning  of  the  lithof  No- 
vember, 1774.  being  fent  for  to  a  woman,  whofe 
former  labours  had  been  natural,  and  not  attended 
with  any  extraordinary  difficulties  ;  I  found  the 
membranes  broke,  and  that  one  of  the  hips  pre- 
fented ;  it  was  the  left,  lituated  above  the  pubes, 
and  the  thighs  were  to  the  right  fide ;  the  os  uteri 
was  pretty  much  fpread,  and  the  labour  pains, 
which  had  been  very  ftrong,  were  now  grown 
weaker,  and  recurred  at  very  long  intervals 
in  this  pofition  of  the  cafe,  I  did  not  hefitate,  ta 
give  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  child  fhould  be 
turned,  and  delivered ;  I  ordered  an  emollient  clyf- 
ter  to  be  given  the  patient :  and  foon  after,  as  the 
woman  laid  on  her  left  fide,  gradually  pafled  my 
i:ght  hand  into  the  vagina^  and  pufhlng  gently  for- 
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ward,  fo  as  to  raife  the  breech,  advanced  it 
along  the  thighs  to  the  fundus  uteri;   the  wa- 
ters being  not  all  evacuated,  facilitated  the  intro- 
duction of  my  hand  to  tjie  fundus ;   where  I 
eafily  found  the  legs,  and  having  brought  them 
and  the  thighs  down,  I  turned  the  belly  to  the 
Jacrum,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  effected  the  de- 
livery ;  both  the  mother  and  child  did  well :  in 
this  cafe  it  was  a  very  material  advantage  to  me, 
that  the  waters  were  not  all  evacuated,  and  con- 
fequently,  the  uterus  but  little  contracted  round 
the  child's  body:  the  facility  with  which  I  deli-, 
vered  was  ^lfo  much  owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  child,  a  well-formed  pelvis,  and  the  woman 
having  before  borne  feveral  children. — I  have 
fince  attended  the  fame  perfon  in  three  Lyings- 
in,  and,  in  neither,  of  which,  had  much  more 
to  do,  than  to  receive  the  child  in  a  fbort  time 
after  coming  to  her. — giffard,  in  cafe  49.  met 
with  a  child  pfefenting  with  the  right  hip  fore- 
moft;  he  endeavoured,  by  paffing  his  fore-finger 
over  the  thigh,  near  the  groin,  to  draw  the  hip 
forward  j   but  that  method  not  fucceeding,  he 
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tried  to  bring  a  firing,  doubled  over  the  end  of  his 
finger,  over  the  thigh,  and  with  fomc  difficulty  did 
it;  and  patting  up  a  finger  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
thigh,  'he  took  hold  of  the  part  of  the  firing  that 
was  doubled,  and  brought  one  end  out  of  the  la- 
bia, and  then  taking  both  ends  in  his  hands,  when 
a  pain  came  on,  he  pulled  gently  towards  him, 
advifing  the  patient  at  the  fame  time,  to  prefs 
ftrongly  down  ;  by  which  means,  he  found  the 
child  advance  according  to  his  wifh,  and  was 
foon  able  to  extricate  the  hips,  and  bring  out  the 
legs  and  thighs ;  but  finding  the  belly  turned 
fomewhat  fideways,  he  put  one  hand  upon  the 
back,  and  his  other  under  its  belly,  and  turned 
the  face  towards  the  anus  of  the  mother  ;  when 
he  had  brought  the  child  as  far  as  the  fhoulders, 
he  fetched  down  the  arms ;  and  finding  it  flick 
at  the  head,  put  two  fingers  into  its  mouth, 
and  by  pulling  gently  at  the  lower  jaw,  and  at 
the  back  part  of  the  fhoulder,  in  a  fhort  time 
brought  out  the  head;  the  child  was  born 
alive,  but  died  foon  after.    Vide  cafes  123.  197. 
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Sc  204.  of  the  fame  author.  And  la  mottvf, 
obf.  283.  Sc  284.  who  obferves,  that  there  is  no 
part  which  refemb^es  the  head  more  than  the 
hip,  it  being  hard  and  round,  and  always  at  a 
, great  diflance,  as  it  will  not  admit  of  being  bent 
enough  to  engage  in  the  palTage,  unlefs  forced, 
indeed,  by  the  (harped  pains  a  woman  can  en- 
dure, after  the  coming  away  of  the  waters:  he 
advifes  the  furgeon  not  to  flay  till  this  pretended 
head  advances  ;  but,  without  delay,  to  fet  about 
enquiry  into  the  fituation  of  the  child. — poktal 
has  given  a  cafe,  in  obf.  52.  where  a  child  was 
fituated  with  the  hip  foremoft ;  and  he  fafely 
delivered  it  by  introducing  his  hand,  and  bring- 
ing the  child  by  its  feet :  he  adds,  that  it  was 
born  alive,  notwithstanding  it  had  voided,  be- 
fore delivery,  much  meconium,  or  black  excre- 
ments :  contrary,  he  fays,  t,o  what  is  aliened  by 
mr.  viaruel,  in  the  4th  chap,  of  his  obferva- 
tions,  page  75.  viz.  41  That,  upon  fearching  a 
patient,  he  met  with  the  faid  excrement,  and 
thence  concluded  that  the  child  was  dead  :  add- 
ing, that  no  body  before  him  had  made  this  ob- 
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fervation."  Our  author  very  juftly  contradicts 
this  affertion:  and  adds,  "  That  of  an  hundred 
children,  which  came  with  the  fundament  fore- 
moft,  at  lead,  fourfcore  are  born  alive,  though 
they  always  void  thefe  black  excrements."  And 
here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  meco- 
nium cither  paffed  by  kfelf  or  with  the  waters,  is 
almofl  a  general  concomitant  of  a  breech  prefen- 
tation — in  any  other  preternatural  pofition  of  the 
child;  or,  where  the  labour  is  attended  with 
extraordinary  circumftances ;  the  difcharge  of 
the  meconium  ought  never  to  be  conGdered  as  a 
certain  indication  of  the  foetus  in  utero  being  ex- 
tinct ;  the  raoft  certain  figns  of  which  will  be 
found  to  be  the  cadaverous  fmell  of  the 
waters,  evacuated  from  the  uterus;  no  pulfation 
in  the  fontinelle,  funis,  wrift,  or  ancle;  but,  above 
all,  and  which  is  the  moll  unerring  indication  of 
the  child's  death ;  and,  that  the  greateft  de- 
gree of  putrefaction  certainly  obtains,  is,  the 
cuticles  peeling  off  to  the  touch  :  molt,  if  not 
all  of  the  other  figns,  which  authors  have  taken 
much  pains  to  delineate  are,  at  beft,  equivocal 
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and  uncertain  ;  and,  by  relying  on  them,  we 
fhall  often  be  deceived.  In  refpect  to  the  meco- 
nium, I  have  frequently  known  a  difcharge  of  it, 
where  the  prefentation  has  been  natural,  and  the 
delivery  fortunate  and  expeditious.  But  to  re- 
turn to  what  more  immediately  concerns  the 
cafe  above  related ;  I  fhall  refer  the  reader 
to  cafe  8.  coll.  32.  of  dr.  smellie's  3d  vol. 
which,  in  fome  rcfpecls,  is  nearly  fimilar  to 
that  which  fell  under  my  care :  alfo,  in  cafe  4., 
coll.  34.  we  find  the  fide  of  the  hip  prefent- 
ing,  with  the  fore  parts  of  the  child  to  the 
back  part  of  the  uterus ;  in  which  cafe,  the  au- 
thor tells  us,  the  child  was  fafely  delivered, 
as  in  breech  cafes:  in  cafes  of  both  10.  Sc  11. 
in  the  fame  coll.  we  find  the  haunch  of  the 
child  prefenting ;  and,  the  deliveries  effetfed, 
as  before. 
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CASE  LXIV. 

I  WAS  called  to  a  woman  in  labour  about  fix 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1  769.  a  midwife  had  been  long  in  waiting, 
and  the  waters  fome  time  gone  off :  upon  exa- 
mination, I  found  the  hands,   feet,  and  funis, 
altogether  in  the  vagina  ;  upon  which,  I  turned 
the  woman  to  a  fupine  pofture,  and  introduced 
my  hand,    well  lubricated,    fecured  the  feet, 
brought  them  down  without  the  labia;  the  other 
'parts  receding  in  proportion  as  the  feet  ad- 
vanced, and  the  child  was  pretty  ealily  deli-, 
vered  ;  the  fmallnefs  of  its  fize,  the  retention  of 
the  placenta,   and  recurrence  of  labour  pains, 
;made  me  fufpecl  another  child  behind  ;  and  upon 
| placing  my  hand  externally  between  the  umbilicus 
;and  jmbet,  I  found   a  hard  circumfcribed  tu- 
mour: 
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mour:  and,  upon  gently  introducing  my  hand 
into  the  uterus,  a  fecond  fet  of  membranes  was 
perceptible,  but  no  part  of  the  child  diflin- 
guifhablc  through  them :  I  ordered  a  gentle 
compreffion  to  be  made  on  the  abdomen,  as  the 
woman  was  in  a  pretty  good  flate,  thought  it 
befl  to  wait  for  the  natural  pains  ;  by  the  force 
of  which  only,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  the  mem- 
branes, broke,  and  the  child  was  delivered 
breech  foremoft.  No  attempt  had  been  made 
to  extract  the  firft  placenta  ;  on  the  funis  of  which 
I  had  applied  a  ligature  at  that  end  next  the 
mother :  I  had  now  both  chords  at  my  com- 
mand, and  the  placenta,  which  formed  but 
one  mafs,  foon  advanced  towards  the  uterine 
orifice ;  where,  from  the  fize,  it  met  with  con- 
fiderable  refiftance,  and  I  was  obliged  to  intro- 
duce two  fingers  into  the  vagina;  by  which 
means,  I  brought  down  the  edge,  and  after- 
wards the  whole  body  followed,  with  very  little 
difficulty. 
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it  is  a  rule,  well  worthy  the  practitioner's 
mod  ferious  conflagration,  never,  by  force,,  to 
attempt  the  delivery  of  the  placenta,  after  one 
child  is  born,  and  no  doubt  remains  of  their 
being  a  fecond;  as  by  fuch  practice,  in  an  igno- 
rant pretender  to  midwifery,  I  once  knew  a 
flooding  brought  on,  which  proved  fatal,  even 
before  the  fecond  child  was  well  delivered.  After 
the  birth  of  the  firfl;  child,  it  will  be  prudent 
and  fafe,  to  make  a  gentle  compreffion  on  the 
abdomen,  for  this  very  fubftantial  reafon :  that 
the  hidden  removal  of  uterine  preffure  may  not 
be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences.  In 
general,  we  find  but  one  placenta  to  one  child ; 
yet  it  frequently  happens,  as  in  the  cafe  before 
us,  that  there  are  Twins,  which  have  only  one 
placenta,  in  common  to  both:  and  Bartholin, 
in  his  Epiflle  cent.  iii.  Epift.  62.  makes  men- 
tion of  a  woman  having  mifcarried  of  three 
children,  who  had  only  one  placenta,  in  com- 
mon to  them  all.  In  cafe  8.  coll.  37.  of  dr. 
.5  m  el  lie's  3d.  vol.  we  meet  with  an  inftance  of 
three  children ;  two  of  which  had  one  placenta 
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in  common  to  them  both,  and  the"  third  one  to 
itfelf.  In  the  cafe  which  follows,  is  defcribed  the 
hiflory  of  three  children  at  a  birth,  two  of 
whom  had  likewife  their  placenta  joined  toge- 
ther, and  one  feparate.  And  la  motte,  in  obf. 
300.  fpeaks  of  three  children  at  a  birth,  whofe 
placenta  were  all  united,  and  formed  a  mafs  of  a 
prodigious  bignefs ;  which  was  likewife  the  cafe 
in  another  delivery  of  Twins,  that  immedi- 
ately follows  in  obf.  30 1.  and,  in  both  thefe 
cafes,  he  tells  us,  that  he  was  not  able  to  obtain 
the  placenta  by  the  chords,  but  was  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  manual  afliftance.  Vide  cafe 
ioi.  of  this  colledion. 
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CASE  LXV. 

T  HE  sgth  of  November,   1775.   I  was 
called  to  a  woman,  whofe  midwife  about  eight 
hours  before  had  delivered  her  of  one  child  by 
the  natural  pains ;  but  finding  it  impoffible  to 
bring  away  the  placenta  ;  file  had  examined,  and 
found  the  head  of  another  child,  which,  as  the 
pains  were  good  and  flrong,  fhe  every  moment 
expected  to  advance,  and  be  delivered  ;  but,  at 
length,  finding  the  pains  flacken,  and  the  wo- 
man, fhe  faid,  much  weakened  by  flooding ;  fhe 
had  requefted  further  affiftance  :  I  found  the  pa- 
tient hot,  reftlefs,  and  weak,  and  the  pains  not 
very  flrong  but  pretty  regular  ;  at  the  fame  time, 
upon  examination,  I  was  glad  to  find  the  head 
had  pau~ed  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  was  fo  far 
advanced,   that  the  foft  parts   of  the  woman 
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began  to  protrude.    The  draining    of  blood, 
which  the  midwife  had  thought  to  be  a  ute- 
rine Jlux,  proved  a  difcharge,    from  the  navel 
firing  of  the  child,  which  had  been  firft  de- 
livered.   After  making  a  ligature  on  the  blecd- 
ing  funis,  and  waiting  a  few  minutes,  the  child 
was  delivered  without  any  difficulty ;  appeared  to 
have  been  dead  no  great  time,  and  moft  pro- 
bably was  injured  by  the  flux  from  the  funis  ;  the 
placenta  was  in  one  large  mafs  with  two  chords, 
pretty  eafily  feparatcd,  and  was  delivered  foon 
after  the  birth  of  the  fecond  child  :  the  woman 
continued  very  feverifh,  with  a  quick  pulfe,  com- 
plained of  pain  and  ficknefs  at  her  ftomach ; 
had  little  reft  that  night ;  and  the  next  morning 
was  attacked  with  the  incipient  fymptoms  of  a 
puerperal  fever ;  fhe  had  vomited  a  large  quantity 
of  black  bile  from  the  ftomach,    fhewed  great 
anxiety,  fighed  deeply,  and  laboured  under  much 
deje&ion  of  fpirits;    the  lochia    had,    at  firft, 
flowed  in  a  fmall  quantity,  but  now  totally  dif- 
appeared:  the  next  day  fhe  became  highly  con- 
vulfed  and  delirious,  and  expired  on  the  fourth 
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from  her  delivery.—- Dr.  leake  remarks,  that . 
whenever  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  does  not  foon 
go  off,  after  the  delivery,  it  denotes  fornething 
amifs  in  the  habit,  which  may  kindle  up  a  fe- 
ver ;  and,  which  is  always  found  to  be  the  more 
dangerous,  the  fooner  it  invades  the  patient.— > 
hippo c rates ,  in  his  Aphorifms,  takes  notice, 
that  black  excrements,  refembling  black  blood, 
are  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  bad  omen :  and,  that 
black  bile  reje&ed  either  upwards  or  downwards 
at  the  beginning  of  a  difeafe,  is  a  mortal  fign ; 
which  obfervation  was  in  this  cafe  too  fatally 
verified — Dr.  burtjon  has  given  an  inftance  of  a 
mother  and  child  being  almoft  wholly  drained 
of  their  blood,  by  the  midwife's  negle£ling  to  tie 
the  navel  firing  of  the  Jirjl  of  the  Tiuins,  which 
was  brought  forth  without  perceiving  that  the* 
other  ftill  remained  in  the  womb.  It  is  very 
probable,  that  as  this  patient  laboured  under  the 
pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  putridity,  that  might, 
in  great  meafurc,  be  the  caufe  of  her  death. 
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CASE  LXVI. 

'communicated 
in  a  letter  to  the  late 

BR.    COLIN  MACKENZIE. 

<c  sept.  30,  1 769." 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

Fr  O  M  forae  lingular  cafes, 
"  which  have  lately  occurred  to  me  ;  I  take  the 
"  liberty  of  felecting  the  following  one,  for  your 
"  perufal  and  opinion:  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
"  morning  of  the  1 6th.  pafl,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
a  young  lady,  in  labour  of  her  fiift  child  ;  and 
"  found  her  under  much  anxiety  and  depreflion 
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"  of  mindt,  from  having  loft  her  hufband  a  few 
"  weeks  before  by  the  fmall  pox ;  from  which 
M  diflemper,  of  the  diftinft  kind,  flie  hcrfelf  was 
"but  jufl  recovered;  a  midwife  had  been  in 
"  waiting  for  a  week,  who  informed  me  that 
"  the  patient  had  been  in  labour  for  the  greateft 
"  part  of  that  time.    The  pulfe  was  extremely 
"  languid ;    I   gave   her  two   fpoons-full  of 
"a  cordial  mixture;    and  foon  after,    in  the 
"  courfe  of  a  little  pain,  took  the  opportunity  of 
"  examining  her:  the  os  tinea  was  pretty  widely 
a  fpread,  though  very  high  up,  inclining  back- 
"  wards ;    the   parietal  bones  decuffated  each, 
,:  other,    and  pufhed  down,  in  a  lengthened 
"  form,  to  near  the  middle  of  the  pelvis ;  whofe 
"  capacity,  I  could  plainly  perceive,  to  be  re- 
M  trenched  by  the  intrufion  of  the  vertebra  lum- 
"  borum  over  the  jacrum.    I   felt  myfelf  moft 
"  extremely  unhappy,  for  the  poffible  danger  of 
"  the  cafe,  and  diffident  of  my  own  powers, 
"  without  {hewing  any  marks  of  fearful  appre- 
"  henfion,  or  conveying  the  leafl  idea  to  the  pa- 
**  tient  of  her  very  difcouraging  fituation :  in- 
H  h  3  <•  jormect; 
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«?  formed  the  relations  of  my  real  opinion  ;  and, 
"  at  the  fame  time,  hinted  to  them  the  obliga- 
"  tions  I  fhould  be  under,  in  their  calling  in  to 
"  my  affiflance,  a  fenior  practitioner,  of  efla- 
"  bliflied  reputation  ;  but  finding  my  propofal 
"  not   properly  attended  to,   and  the  charge," 
*'  which,  on  many  accounts,  I  could  have  been 
u  glad  to  have  had  divided,  thus  devolved  on 
"  myfelf,  and  become  entirely  my  own  ;    I  be- 
"  gan  to  confidcr,  that  the  firft  ftage  of  the  la- 
bour  was  perfectly  finifhed,  that  nature  had,  in 
"  vain,  exerted  her  utmoft  efforts ;  which,  with 
11  the  declining  ftrength  of  the  patient;    it  was 
"  eafy  to  infer,    that   a    recurrence  of  pains 
"  would  be  but  of  little  fervice  in  the  advance- 
"  ment  of  the  head:  and  feeing  not  the  lead 
"  profpect  of  advantage  by  delay,  I  thought  of 
*'  the  long  curved  forceps,  to  extract;  the  head  as 
u  it  prefented :  with  this  view,  I  gave  her  an 
"  emollient  clyfter,  of  milk,  oil,  and  fugar.  It 
<!  was  in  vain  that  I  fought  for  an  ear,  to  afcer- 
V  tain  the  application  of  this  inflrument ;  the 
"  compreffion  of  the  head  was  fo  great,  as  to 
<f  firmly  fix  it  in  the  pelvis;  and  the  contraction 

"  of 
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"  of  the  uterus  increafed  by  the  long  evacuation 
"  of  the  waters,  gave  me  fo  much  trouble  in  the 
*'  introduction  of  my  hand,  as  the  patient  laid 
"  on  her  fide,  that  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  it; 
•«  when,  to  my  great  furprize,  and  as  an  addi- 
"  tion  to  my  embarralTments,  an  incipient  flood- 
ing  came  on,  and  made  the  cafe  more  defpe- 
"  rate  and  dangerous  ;  however,  concealing  my 
«'  thoughts,  and  flill  unwilling  to  employ  the 
"  crotchet,  I  perfevered  in  my  firfl  defign  ;  and 
"  placing  the  patient  on  her  back,  fucceeded  in 
"  the  introduction  of  my  left  hand,  within  fide 
"  of  which  having  infinuated  one  blade  of  the 
"  long  curved  forceps;  I  palled  up  my  right 
"  hand  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  then  with- 
l;  drawing  the  left,  applied  the  fecond  blade  of 
"  the  forceps,  and  locked  the  handles  together  ; 
•'  which  was  fcarcely  done,  when  I  perceived 
"  the  flooding  to  increafe,  the  woman  funk  away 
"in  a  fainting  fit,  and,  I  was  afraid  would  in« 
,:  evitably  expire  under  my  hands:  I  had  no- 
"  time  to  tie  the  handles  of  the  forceps,  and,  at 
u  this  inftant,  making  ufe  of  a  fmall  degree  of 
H  h  4  "  pulling 
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pulling  force,  the  inflrument  flipped  from  its 
hold,  and  my  tafk  now  remained  to  be  done 
over  again  :  in  a  little  time,  fhc  fo  far  revived 
from  the  fainting  fit,  as  to  drink  a  little  red 
port;  and,  without  altering  her  pofition,  after 
much  difficulty,  I  again  applied  the  forceps, 
and  now  fecured  the  handles  with  a  garter,  by 
which  time  fhe  relapfed  into  a  fecond  fainting 
fit;  and,  during  its  paroxyfm,  I  brought 
down  the  head,  fo  low  as  to  protrude  the  ex- 
ternal parts :  and  now,  with  the  fore  finger  of 
my  left  hand,  I  could  difcover  the  forehead  to 
the  right  os  ijchium ;  therefore,  thought  it 
right  to  turn  it  into  the  hoilow  of  the  Jacrum, 
as  a  means  of  faving  the  pcrinceiim  from  lace- 
ration, to  which  it  would  otherwife  have  been 
expo  fed  :  having  now  a  good  command  of  the 

*  handles  of  the  forceps,  I  foon  effecled  this 

•  bufinefs,  and  Handing  up,  delivered  the  head, 
1  which  was  fqueezed  to  a  prodigious  length  ; 
'  and,  notwith  Handing  my  utmoft  care  and 
'  caution,  the  perinaum  fuffercd  a  flight  lacera- 
'  tipn  ;  an  .  accident  I  was  extremely  forry  for, 

"  but 
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"  but  could  not,  by  any  means,  avoid  :  the  pa- 
"  tient  continued  in  a  fainting  fit,  through  the 
"whole  time  of  the  delivery:  and,  it  was  not 
till  after  the  feparation  of  the  placenta,  which 
"  happened  in  a  few  minutes  after  that  flie  came 
"to  herfelf;  it  was  about  ten  at  night  that  fhe 
"  was  delivered,  and,  till  half  pair  twelve,  I  ex- 
"  peeled  that  every  moment  would  be  her  laft ; 
'»  for  .  the  flooding  continued,  notvvithflanding 
"  my  utmofl  endeavours  to  reflrain  it :  this  was 
"  a  fuuation  truly  critical  to  my  patient,  and 
11  alarming  to  myfelf ;  for,  fhe  was  not  only  fre- 
"  quently  attended  with  faintings,  but  the  pulfe 
"  became  feeble  and  interrupted,  and  the  extrc- 
"  mities  were  cold  and  livid;  her  belly  was 
"  kept  in  a  ftate  of  comprefhon  by  a  fwathe,  and 
"  the  body  in  an  horizontal  pofition,  with  her 
"  head  reclining  downwards  ;  the  windows  and 
"  doors  of  the  room  were  opened;  a  bladder, 
"  half-filled  with  cold  water,  was  applied  to  the 
"  pubes  and  os  externum  ;  compreffes,  dipped  in 
"  cold  vinegar,  were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and 
"  renewed  from  time  to  time ;  flill  the  languor 

"  and 
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*'  and  faintnefs  continued,  but  happily  no  con- 
"  vulfions  cnfued :  I  had  got  down  two  or  three 
"  fpoons-full  of  red  wine  and  water  cold,  and 
"acidulated  with  lemon  juice  ;  the  Hooding,  at 
"  length,  abated ;  fhe  gradually  came  more  and 
"  more  to  herfclf,  infomuch,  that  fhe  fupped  a 
"  little  weak  broth;  which,  with  other  light 
"  nourifhment,  was  repeated  at  intervals,  in  fuch 
"  quantities  as  her  flomach  would  difpenfe  with, 
*'  and  (lie  continued  from  one  o'clock  in  the 
"  morning  till  ten,  without  any  more  fainting;  I 
"  had  never  once  quitted  her  in  the  whole  time ; 
**  the  flooding  was  flopped :  and,  for  two  days 
"  after,  I  flattered  myfelf,  that,  though  weak 
"  and  low,  fhe  was  rather  in  a  convalefcent 
41  ftatc ;  but  now  a  diarrhota  fuddenly  fuper- 
"  vened,  and  filled  me  with  frefh  apprchenfions 
"  for  her  fafety ;  fhe  had  flools  frequently,  and 
"  not  lefs  than  five  within  the  fpace  of  an  hour  ; 
*'  they  were  frothy,  bilious,  and  moil  intolerably 
"  fetid  ;  the  (kin  was  dry  and  hot,  the  pulfc 
"  weak  and  quick ;  a  univerfal  languor  fucceed- 
"  cd,  and  file  was  attacked  with  a  Juhjultus :  her 

"life 
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«'  life  feemed  again  in  the  mod  imminent  danger, 
M  and  her  friends  entertained  not  the  leaf!  hopes  of 
"  her  recovery:  I  gave  her  fmall  dofes  of  ipeca- 
44  cuanha  with  tintlura  thchaica,  in  proportion  ; 
<J  by  which,  the  diarrhoea  was,  in  a  few  hours, 
•«  palliated,  and  the  {tools  became  lefs  frequent, 
"  and  more  confident;  but  the  Jubjultus  ftill  con- 
"  tinued,  and  fhe  was  not  wholly  free  from  it 
"  till  the  fixth  day  after  its  attack:  and  fhe  had 
"  taken  freely  of  a  deco&ion  of  Peruvian  bark, 
««  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  and  julepum  e  moj- 
"  cho,  in  the  intermediate  fpaces ;  both  thefe 
"  medicines  were  of  infinite  fervice  to  her;  and, 
"  in  many  flages  of  puerperal  complaints,  I  am 
"  convinced,  by  experience,  that  we  have  not  a 
'?  more  efficacious  and  ferviceable  remedy  in  the 
"  whole  materia  medica,  than  the  cortex,  pro- 
"  perly  prefcribed.    She  made  no  water  till  the 
"  third  day  after  her  delivery,  and  then  paffed  it 
"  with  pain  and  heat:  gum  arabic  was  therefore 
"  dilTolved  in  water,  and  mixed  with  her  common 
"drink;    the  lacerated  parts  of  the  per in  a 'urn 
«  were  eafily  healed,  by  carefully  defending  them 

"  from 
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'  from  excoration,  to  which  they  were  liable  from 
'  the  lochia,  flools  and  mine,  and  drelTing  them 
'  twice  a  day  with  dry  lint  and  emollient  oint- 
1  merit.    Thus  having  done  every  thing  in  my 
(  power  to  fupport  her  ftrcngth,  and  recover  her 
•  fpirits ;  I  have  the  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  of  in- 
'  forming  you,  that  flie  has  recovered,  to  the 
admiration  of  everyone  who.  knew  her;  and, 
except  a  weaknefs  in  her  nerves,    to  which 
flie  is  naturally  difpofed,    is,    at  this  time, 
nearly  as  well  as  at  any  former  period,  prior 
to  her  delivery. — It  is  now  time  to  return  to 
the  child:  and,  I  mufl  beg  your  pardon,  for 
not  taking  notice  of  it  in  its  proper  place ; 
but,  the  embarraffmcnt  I  was  reduced  to,  by 
the  deplorable  ftate  of  its  mother,  cngroffed" 
the  whole  of  my  attention,  and  prevented  every 
digreffion  from  the  diflreffcd  object  of  my  more 
immediate  care:  when  it  was  firft  born,  it 
could  not  be  perceived  to  breathe ;   it  was 
black,    and   fwellcd  in  the  face,   and  the 
bedy  livid;  I  ordered  the  head,  breaft,  and 
extremities,  to  be  rubbed  with,  warm  flannels 

"  dipped 


[   S$9  ] 

dipped  in  a  volatile  liniment,  and  made  no 
ligature  on  the  funis,  that  it  might  bleed  :  by 
which  means,  in  the  fpace  of  five  minutes,  it 
fir  ft  began  to  gafp,  gradually  got  firength, 
cried,  received  a  little  manna  diffolved  in 
warm  water,  recovered,  and  is  now  fuckled  by 
another  woman ;  as  it  were  improper  to  im- 
pofe  that  taik  on  the  mother,  and,  perhaps, 
better  for  the  child,  that  it  fhould  receive  its 
food  from  a  more  vigorous  conftitution.  I 
fear  you  will  think  me  tedious  ;  therefore,  fhall 
detain  you  no  longer,  than  to  add  the  fincere 
attachment,  with  which,  I  am,  Sec." 


THE  REPLY. 

"  DEAR  SIR, 

T 

H  E  cafe  infertcd  has  been  a 
troublefome  one:  we  may  call  it  a  ftri&ly  dif- 

"  ficult 


[    39°  I 

"  ficult  and  laborious  labour  indeed ;  and,  I  really 
"  think,  the  method  you  took,  was  the  bcft  ;  as, 
,!  that  of  the  crotchet  is  to  be  dreaded,  and 
"  fliould  ever  be  the  laft:  were  objections  to 
"  be  made  to  the  cafe,  I  fliould  think  it  my 
"  duty  to  apprize  you  of  them.  Might  objec- 
"  tions  be  made,  and  the  objectors  and  myfelf 
"  were  attending,  and  in  your  cafe,  we  fliould, 
"  probably,  have  recourfe  to  the  very  fame  me- 
"  thod;  fo  highly  is  it,  at  all  times,  to  think, 
"  fpeak,  and  act  with  candour.  You  can  never  be 
"  too  prolix,  in  the  relation  of  facts ;  it  is  thefe, 
"  without  art  or  addrcfs,  we  want  literally  told, 
*'  as  they  happen.    I  am,  very  truly  yours,  Sec." 

it  may  be  obferved  as  a  general  rule,  that, 
when  the  woman  has  been  in  labour  an  unufual 
length  of  time  ;  and,  though  the  os  tinea  is  greatly 
dilated,  ftill  the  head  of  the  child  continues  very 
high  up,  it  certainly  will  prove  a  difficult  labour, 
and  fo  vice  verfa :  it  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  forceps  will  be  always  found  to  fucceed 
beft,  after  the  woman  has  had  one  child. 

CASE 
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CASE     LXVII.  i 

'  JL  ^HE  procidentia  uteri,  is  a  diforder,  which 
is  found  much,  more  rarely  to  happen  in  the 
unimpregnated  ftate,  than  other  wife  ;  yet,  a  de- 
licate conformation  of  the  nerves,  with  a  general 
relaxation  of  the  habit;  will  fometimes  conduce 
thereto :  as,  in  a  cafe,  which  fell  immediately 
under  my  cognizance  and  care,  in  the  month  of 
march,  1769.  The  fubjecl:,  was  a  young  wo- 
man, in  the  nineteenth  year  of  her  agej  natu- 
rally predifpofed  to  nervous  complaints,  juft  re- 
covered from  a  fever,  which  had  confined  her  to 
her  bed  for  feveral  days  ;  and,  upon  catching 
frcfh  cold,  by  keeping  her  legs  and  feet  too  long 
immerfed  in  water,  a  violent  cough  enfued;  in  a 
fit  of  which,  fhe  fuddenly  complained  of  fome- 
thing  having  fallen  down  within  fide  her  belly  ; 

.  great 
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great  pain,  and  bearing  down ;  which  fymptoms 
incrcafing,  with  every  frefh  fit  of  coughing,  at 
length  an  entire  fuppreffion  of  urine  fupervened: 
the  belly  was  fo  much  diftended,  as  to  make 
a  vifible  protuberance  of  the  bladder;  which,  I 
feared,  might  be  in  danger  of  burfting,  before 
the  water  could  be  drawn  off:  in  this  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous  ftate  of  the  cafe,  it  was, 
with  much  difficulty  of  perfuafion,  that  I  could 
overcome  the  falfe  delicacy  of  the  patient,  by 
representations  of  the  rifk  flie  ran  by  delay,  and 
the  abfolute  neceffity  which  appeared  for  exa- 
mining the  parts,  and  of  drawing  off  the  urine — 
by  paffing  a  finger  up  the  vagina,  I  found  the 
procidentia  uteri  complete ;  the  os  tinea,  the  pre- 
fenting  part,  fo  low  down  as  almoft  to  appear 
without  the  labia ;  the  parts  were  fo  irritable  and 
inflamed,  that  fhe  fhrunk  away  with  pain  from 
the  touch;  fhe  was  hot,  had  a  flight  tcnefmus, 
and  fome  naufea :  I  therefore  prefcribed  an  ano- 
dyne emulfion  ;  gentle  laxatives ;  emollient  fo- 
mentations ;  and  emptied  the  rettum  with  a  fofc- 
ening  clyftcr:  keeping  her  continually  in  an  ho- 

rizonta 
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rizontal  pofition  :  after  thefe  means  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  tried,  and  more  eafe  procured,  I  intro- 
duced the  catheter,  without  any  difficulty,  and 
drew  off  a  great  quantity  of  water  ;  a  recumbent 
poflure  was  flill  directed,  and  the  anodyne  emul- 
Hon  continued  till  the  fourth  dav,  when  I  con- 
ceived  it  right  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  uk~ 
rus,  and  placing  the  patient  upon  her  knees  and 
elbows,  with  her  head  downwards,  my  fingers 
being  well  anointed  with  pomatum,  thoroughly 
effected  that  bufinefs  ;  Reft,   a  proper  regimen, 
and  poflure,  was  flill  obferved,  and  the  free  ufe 
of  oleum  ricini,  with  a  few  drops  of  tinttura  the- 
baica  at  bed-time,  palliated  the  cough,  and  pre- 
vented any  uneafy  conftipation  of  the  bowels, 
which,  by  bringing  on  ftraining  flools,  might 
otherwife  have  renewed  the  complaint;  every 
proper  precaution  being  taken,  and  the  habit, 
braced  in  due   time,   the  patient   entirely  re- 
covered, and  has  fince  remained  free  from  the 
leafl  relapfe. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXVIII. 

In  July  1 7 7<p,  a  young  woman,  of  a  lax  ha- 
bit, about  twelve  or  thirteen  weeks  advanced 
in  her  fecond  pregnancy,  after  much  trou- 
ble and  vexation,  on  a  fudden  complained 
of  a  difficulty  in  making  water  and  going  to 
{tool :  this  continued  for  two  days,  when  a 
total  floppage  of  urine,  tcnefmus,  vomiting,  and 
bearing-down  pains,  refembling  thofe  of  labour, 
came  on.  She  had  fought  for  no  advice,  and  this 
was  the  fourth  day  fince  (lie  had  either  paffed  a 
drop  of  urine,  or  gone  to  ftoal ;  her  inclination 
to  which  had  frequently  brought  on  flrainings, 
which  confequently  ferved  to  favour  the  defcent 
of  the  uterus  ;  which,  upon  examination,  was 
found  to  form  a  large  fmooth  tumor  in  the  vulva, 
and  was  fo  tightly  wedged  into  the  pelvis,  that  I 

found 
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found  it  impoffible  to  pafs  my  finger,  on  any 
fide,  betrveen  the  tumor  and  the  furrounding 
parts.  The  fu  elling,  in  time  of  a  pain,  pufhed 
forward,  and  felt  not  much  unlike  the  head  of  a 
child,  protruding  with  the  labour  pains.  To  re- 
move every  impediment,  which  might  materially 
prevent  and  interrupt  the  reduction,  was  my  firft 
care  ;  I  therefore  ordered  an  emollient  clyfler  of 
warm  milk  and  water,  with  weak  chamomile 
tea,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  olive  oil,  to  be  im- 
mediately given,  that  the  rettum  might  be  emp- 
tied of  its  contents ;  but  fuch  was  the  prelTure 
upon  this  bowel,  that  little  or  none  of  the  clyfler 
was  thrown  up,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
that  the  pipe  was  introduced  at  all.  Every  me- 
dicine, which  was  drank,  was  immediately  re- 
je£led,  and  the  catheter,  after  repeated  trials,  I 
was  obliged  to  lay  by;  for,  although  it  fome- 
times  in  part  gained  admiffion,  no  water  wis 
drawn  off.  I  then  had  the  patient  placed  on 
her  knees  and  elbows,  with  her  head  reclining 
downwards,  and  an  afnftant  to  fupport  it;  but 
all  my  attempts  with  my  fingers  in  the  vagina 

I  i  2  and 
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and  reclum,  to  alii  ft  in  railing  the  defcending  tu- 
mor, were  utterly  ineffectual;  another  practitioner 
was  called  in,  but  our  united  endeavours  were 
fruitlefs  ;  the  poor  woman  had  mofl  feverc  nau- 
fea  and  vomiting,  became  delirious,  convulfed, 
and  died  in  great  agonies,  in  the  morning  of 
the  fixth  day,  from  the  firft  acceflion  o-f  her 
complaints.    In  the  26th  plate  of  Dr.  huntek's 
gravid  uterus,  this  difDrder  receives  much  ufe- 
ful  illuftration  ;  and  in  the  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Enquiries,  we  meet  with  two  fatal  in- 
flances,  where  the  reduction  of  the  uterus,  as  in 
the  cafe  above  recited,  could  by  no  means  be 
effected  ;  in  the  firft  there  was  a  rupture  of  the 
bladder  :  in  the  fecond  cafe,  which  is  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  firft,  and  publifhed  by  the  inge- 
nious and  learned  Dr.  william  hunter,  it  was 
very  extraordinary  that,  upon  opening  the  body 
after  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  patient,  that 
the  uterus  in  that  retroverted  ftate,  was  giown  fo 
large,  and  thence  fo  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  out  till  the  Jympltifis,  of 
the  offa  pubis,  had  been  cut  through,  and  the 

bones 
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bones  confiderably  torn  afundcr,  to  enlarge  the 
fpace  within  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  Sec.  bcc. 
Dr.  hunter  recommends  placing  the  woman  on 
her  knees  and  elbows,  with  her  head  down- 
wards, and  by  introducing  one  hand  up  the  va- 
gina, attempting  to  draw  it  forwards  at  the  fame 
time,' with  two  fingers  of  the  other  hand  in  ano, 
we  endeavour  to  pufli  up  the  fundus  uteri :  and 
farther  tells  us,  that  if  this  cafe  is  difcovered 
foon  after  it  happens,  that  it  may  be  reduced  by 

r 

this  method  ;  but  that  when  the  uterus  is  in-" 
verted,  it  will  always  remain  fo,  unlefs  re- 
lieved before  the  foetus  becomes  fo  large,  and 
the  uterus  fo  diflended,  as  to  lock  itfelf  up  in  the 
pelvis;  at  which  time,  and  not  before,  the 
mother  begins  to  feel  exquifite  torture.  In 
the  hiflory  of  the  firft.  of  thefe  cafes,  it  ap- 
peared from  the  general  habit,  and  a  previous 
prolapjus  vagina,  that  relaxation  in  general,  and 
particularly  ol  the  uterine  ligaments  and  append- 
ages, was  the  grand  pre-difpofing  caufe  of  this 
misfortune  ;  and  that  the  catheter  was  coniiantlv 

J 

palled  into  the  urethra,  by  feeling  the  end  of  the 

inflru- 
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iriftrumcnt,  while  in  the  urethra,  and  by  repeat- 
edly drawing  off  fmall  quantities  of  urine,  fo 
that  the  meatus  was  clearly  and  diftinclly  felt 
under  the  Jpnphijis  of  the  ojfa.  pubis,  and  the  tu- 
mour in  the  vagina,  though  it  coriGderably  di- 
minished its  diameter,   particularly  in  its  infe- 
rior part,  towards  the  os  externum,  did  not  in  the 
leaft  prefs  upon  the  urethra,  nor  made  any  ob- 
ftruclion  to  the  free  and  eafy  paffage  of  the.  fin- 
ger between  that  and  the  pubis  ;  and  confequently 
was  no  obftaclc  to  the  introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter.    This  obRacle,  the  author  obferves,  was 
much  higher  up,   and  always  impaffable  at  a 
certain  point  from  the  exceffive  and  fmgular  fort 
of  preffure  of  the  uterus  and  bladder  upon  each. 
Other,  forcing  the  latter  to  become,  as  it  were, 
pendulous  over  the  ojfa  pubis,  and  to  form  an 
acute  angle  with  the  urethra,  occafioning  fuch  an 
invincible  obftruction,  as,  although  it  admitted  a 
fmall  quantity  of  urine,  to  infinuate  itfelf  into  the 
catheter  from  above,  it  would  by  no  means  ad- 
mit that  inflrument  to  pafs  it  from  below.  If 
we  appeal  to  our  own  experience  and  obferva- 
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lion,  continues  our  writer,  and  credit  the  after- 
tions  of  the  learned  vAJj  swieten  (in  his  com- 
mentaries upon  the  Afhbrijms  of  the  illufhious 
boerhaave,)  and  thofe  of  a  celebrated  dutch 
ariifl,  whom  he  has  quoted,-  we  fhall  find  that 
it  has  fometimes  been  extremely  difficult  when 
the  uterus  has  been  remarkably  prominent  and 
pendulous  over  the  ojfa  pubis,  to  pafs  the  catheter 
into  the  bladder  from  this  vifcus,  forming  an  angle 
with  its  own  neck  ;  but,  in  the  cafe  which  he 
had  defcribed,  he  obferves,  that  the  unnatural 
fituation  of  the  uterus,  8cc.  and  the  molt  violent 
and  lingular  kind  of  preflure,  and  the  excefGve 
conftriclion  upon  the  bladder,  all  concurring, 
formed  fo  acute  an  angle,  as  to  render  that  ope- 
ration  impracticable.  He  fuppofes  that  a  flexible 
catheter,  or  one  of  a  particular  conftruction, 
might  have  anfwercd  here;  but,  as  he  had  not 
fuch  an  inftrument,  he  confefTes  that  he  did  not 
at  that  time  think  of  it.  Vide  a  very  extraor- 
dinary account  of  a  prolapjus  uteri  and  veficcs, 
in  the  third  vol.  of  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Enquiries,  by  Dr.  whtte  of  Manchester. 

CASE 
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CASE  LXIX. 

JL  HE  jgth  of  DECEMBER,    177  7,  I  was  cal- 
led  to  a  woman,  who,  a  few  hours  before  my  ar- 
rival, had  been  taken  in  labour,  and  fent  for  a 
midwife,  who  found  fomething  protruded  before 
the  child's  head,  which  fhe  adjudged  to  be  the 
navel-firing,  and  defired  my  affiflance.    I  had 
attended  this  woman  in  two  preceding  labours  ; 
flie  was  of  a  very  weakly  habit;  and,  in  her  laft 
labour,  the  womb,  by  the  force  of  the  painst 
had  defcended  iflto  the  vogina;  but,  by  fuftain- 
ing  it  with  the  preffure  ol  my  hand,  when  the 
pain  was  on,  the  parts  became  gradually  dilated, 
and,  in  a  little  time,  the  event  was  as  favourable 
as  I  could  wifh.    In  the  prefent  cafe,  not  only 
the  womb  defcended,  as  before,  but  the  vagina 

pro- 
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prolapfed  by  the  force  of  the  pains,'  and  pro- 
truded confiderably  before  the  head  of  the  child. 
This  the  midwife  had  miflaken  for  the  funis;  in 
the  remifiion  of  pain  I  introduced  my  fingers, 
and  replaced  the  vagina,  but  it  prolapfed  again 
with  the  next  return  of  pain,  and  was  re- 
duced as  before.  The  child  was  foon  after  deliver- 
ed, and  I  had  no  farther  trouble.  This  is  a  difor- 
der  which  very  feldom  occui's  ;  the  prolapfion  of 
the  uterus  at  full  time,  is  generally  attributed  to 
an  extraordinary  width  of  the  pelvis ;  and  that  of 
the  vagina  to  extreme  weaknefs. 
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